
1917 movie questions answer key
1917 movie questions answer key provides an essential guide for understanding
Sam Mendes' critically acclaimed war film, 1917. This article offers detailed
answers to common questions about the movie’s plot, characters, themes, and
cinematic techniques. By exploring key aspects such as the film’s unique
continuous shot illusion, historical context, and character motivations,
readers can gain a comprehensive insight into this powerful World War I
drama. The 1917 movie questions answer key is designed to assist students,
educators, and film enthusiasts in grasping the complex narrative and
artistic choices presented. Additionally, this resource highlights important
symbolism and the movie’s impact on modern war storytelling. The following
sections are structured to address frequently asked questions and provide in-
depth explanations, making the 1917 movie questions answer key an invaluable
reference.
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Frequently Asked Questions about 1917

Plot Overview and Key Events
The plot of 1917 revolves around two young British soldiers, Lance Corporals
Schofield and Blake, who are tasked with delivering a critical message during
World War I. The message aims to prevent a doomed attack that could cost
thousands of lives, including Blake’s brother. The film’s narrative is
notable for its real-time progression and the illusion of a single continuous
shot, creating an immersive experience. Key events include the perilous
journey across enemy territory, encounters with abandoned trenches, and
moments of intense combat. The storyline emphasizes urgency and the human
cost of war, making the plot both gripping and emotionally resonant.

Mission Objective
The central mission is to stop the 2nd Battalion from walking into a German
trap by delivering an urgent recall message. This objective drives the entire



narrative and highlights the stakes involved for the protagonists and their
comrades. Understanding this mission is crucial for comprehending the film’s
tension and pacing.

Major Obstacles Encountered
Throughout their journey, Schofield and Blake face numerous obstacles such as
navigating through no-man’s-land, evading enemy soldiers, and surviving in
dangerous environments. These challenges contribute to the film’s suspense
and underline the harsh realities faced by soldiers during the war.

Main Characters and Their Roles
The film’s character development is integral to its storytelling. The two
lead characters, Lance Corporals Schofield and Blake, represent different
facets of the soldier’s experience during World War I. Their interactions and
individual backgrounds provide depth and emotional weight to the narrative.
Supporting characters, although fewer, also contribute significantly to the
story’s progression and thematic depth.

Lance Corporal Schofield
Schofield is portrayed as a resilient and determined soldier who undertakes
the perilous mission with courage. His character embodies perseverance under
extreme pressure and serves as the audience’s window into the war’s brutal
environment. His survival instincts and quick thinking are critical to the
mission’s success.

Lance Corporal Blake
Blake’s motivation is deeply personal, as he is driven by the need to save
his brother’s life. This personal stake adds an emotional layer to the
narrative and highlights the familial bonds that soldiers fought to protect.
Blake’s character also represents youthful idealism and sacrifice.

Supporting Characters
Other characters encountered during the journey provide context and realism.
These include fellow soldiers, enemy combatants, and civilians, each
representing different facets of the war and its impact on individuals. Their
brief appearances enrich the story and underscore the widespread effects of
conflict.



Historical Accuracy and Context
1917 is praised for its meticulous attention to historical detail, reflecting
the realities of World War I trench warfare and military operations. The
film’s setting, props, and dialogue are carefully crafted to immerse viewers
in the period. Understanding the historical context enhances appreciation of
the film’s narrative and themes.

Depiction of World War I
The film accurately portrays the brutal conditions of trench warfare,
including the dangers of no-man’s-land, artillery bombardments, and the
psychological toll on soldiers. This realism is achieved through detailed set
designs and consultation with military historians.

The Battle of the Somme
While the film’s specific mission is fictional, it is inspired by real events
during the latter stages of World War I, including the Battle of the Somme.
The depicted scenarios reflect the challenges faced by soldiers during this
critical period.

Military Protocols and Equipment
1917 carefully represents military uniforms, weaponry, and communication
methods used during the war. These authentic details contribute to the film’s
credibility and educational value.

Cinematic Techniques and Visual Style
One of the most notable features of 1917 is its presentation as a continuous
take, which creates a seamless visual experience. Director Sam Mendes and
cinematographer Roger Deakins employed innovative filming techniques to
achieve this effect. The cinematic style plays a significant role in
conveying the film’s tension and immediacy.

Continuous Shot Illusion
The film is edited to appear as one uninterrupted shot, immersing viewers in
the protagonists’ journey. This technique required meticulous planning and
choreography, combining long takes with hidden cuts to maintain the illusion.



Use of Lighting and Color
Lighting is used strategically to reflect different moods and times of day,
enhancing the realism and emotional tone. The color palette shifts from the
cold blues of night scenes to the warm hues of dawn, symbolizing hope and
survival.

Sound Design and Score
The sound design amplifies the immersive experience, with realistic
battlefield noises and a subtle musical score by Thomas Newman. These
elements heighten tension and underscore key emotional moments.

Themes and Symbolism
1917 explores several profound themes, including sacrifice, duty, and the
futility of war. Symbolism is woven throughout the film to deepen its message
and emotional impact. Understanding these thematic elements is essential to
fully grasp the narrative’s significance.

Sacrifice and Duty
The film highlights the willingness of soldiers to risk their lives for
comrades and country. The protagonists’ mission embodies selflessness and the
heavy burden of responsibility during war.

The Journey as a Metaphor
The physical journey across dangerous terrain symbolizes the mental and
emotional struggle of soldiers. It reflects endurance, fear, and hope amid
chaos.

Nature and War
Contrasts between serene natural landscapes and the devastation of war
emphasize the disruption caused by conflict. These visual juxtapositions
reinforce the film’s anti-war message.

Frequently Asked Questions about 1917
This section addresses common inquiries related to the 1917 movie questions
answer key, providing clarifications and additional insights.



Is 1917 based on a true story?1.
While the central mission is fictional, it is inspired by real events
and stories from World War I, particularly those recounted by Sam
Mendes’ grandfather.

How was the continuous shot effect achieved?2.
The effect was created through a combination of long takes, precise
choreography, and hidden edits that seamlessly connect different scenes.

What is the significance of the film’s title?3.
The title refers to the year in which the story is set, emphasizing the
historical period and the intensity of World War I during that time.

Why are only two main characters focused on?4.
The film’s narrative focuses on Schofield and Blake to create an
intimate and immersive experience, highlighting individual heroism amid
a vast conflict.

What message does 1917 convey about war?5.
The film presents war as brutal and harrowing, underscoring themes of
sacrifice and the personal costs of battle.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the continuous shot
technique used in the movie 1917?
The continuous shot technique in 1917 creates an immersive experience, making
the audience feel as if they are following the characters in real time,
enhancing the intensity and realism of the war setting.

Who directed the movie 1917 and what was unique
about his approach?
Sam Mendes directed 1917, and his unique approach involved filming the movie
to appear as one continuous take, which required meticulous planning and
choreography.



What is the main mission of the protagonists in
1917?
The main mission of the protagonists, Schofield and Blake, is to deliver a
message to call off an attack that would lead to the deaths of 1,600 men,
including Blake's brother.

How does 1917 portray the realities of World War I?
1917 portrays World War I with raw and realistic depictions of trench
warfare, the desolation of battlefields, and the psychological and physical
challenges soldiers faced.

What role does the character Blake play in the story
of 1917?
Blake is one of the two main soldiers tasked with delivering the critical
message; his personal motivation is heightened by the fact that his brother
is among the men at risk.

Why is the film 1917 considered a technical
achievement in filmmaking?
1917 is considered a technical achievement due to its seamless long-take
cinematography, complex set designs, and coordination required to simulate a
continuous real-time journey.

What themes are explored in the movie 1917?
The movie explores themes of duty, sacrifice, friendship, the horrors of war,
and the resilience of the human spirit in the face of adversity.

How does the cinematography in 1917 enhance the
storytelling?
The cinematography, designed to look like a single continuous shot, enhances
storytelling by creating urgency and intimacy, making viewers feel like
active participants in the mission.

What awards did the movie 1917 win related to its
technical aspects?
1917 won several awards for its technical excellence, including Academy
Awards for Best Cinematography, Best Visual Effects, and Best Sound Mixing.



Additional Resources
1. 1917: The Making of a Masterpiece
This book delves into the behind-the-scenes process of creating the film
1917. It explores the director Sam Mendes' vision, the innovative filming
techniques, and the challenges faced during production. Readers will gain
insight into how the continuous-shot illusion was achieved and the historical
accuracy behind the story.

2. Understanding 1917: A Historical and Cinematic Analysis
Providing a comprehensive analysis of the film 1917, this book discusses both
the historical context of World War I and the cinematic elements used to
portray it. It includes detailed comparisons between the real events and the
movie’s narrative, helping readers understand the film’s artistic choices and
historical significance.

3. 1917 Movie Companion: Questions and Answers
Designed as a study guide, this companion book offers a collection of
questions and answers related to 1917. It is ideal for students and film
enthusiasts who want to deepen their understanding of the film’s plot,
characters, and themes. The book also includes discussion prompts and
critical thinking exercises.

4. The Art of Cinematography in 1917
Focusing on the visual storytelling of 1917, this book examines the
cinematographic techniques that define the film’s immersive experience. It
covers the use of lighting, camera movement, and framing that contribute to
the one-shot effect. Film students and professionals will find valuable
insights into the craft of cinematography.

5. 1917: War, Memory, and Film
This book explores how 1917 represents the memory of World War I through
cinema. It analyzes the portrayal of soldiers, warfare, and heroism,
considering the film’s impact on modern audiences. The text also discusses
how 1917 fits within the larger genre of war films and its contribution to
historical discourse.

6. Inside 1917: Interviews and Insights
Featuring interviews with the cast, crew, and director Sam Mendes, this book
offers personal perspectives on the making of 1917. Readers learn about the
creative decisions, challenges, and emotional experiences behind the film. It
provides a unique look at the collaborative effort that brought the story to
life.

7. Decoding 1917: Themes and Symbolism
This book analyzes the deeper themes and symbolism present in 1917, such as
sacrifice, duty, and the passage of time. It explores how these elements are
woven into the narrative and visual style. The analysis helps readers
appreciate the film’s layered storytelling and emotional impact.

8. 1917: A Screenplay Study



Offering the full screenplay of 1917 along with commentary, this book allows
readers to explore the script in detail. It highlights key scenes, dialogue,
and structure, providing insights into the writing process. It is a valuable
resource for aspiring screenwriters and film scholars.

9. The Historical Accuracy of 1917
This book scrutinizes the factual basis of the events depicted in 1917,
comparing the film’s story with historical records. It discusses which
elements were dramatized or altered for cinematic effect and why. Readers
interested in World War I history and film accuracy will find this book
informative and engaging.
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