20 music quiz questions and answers

20 music quiz questions and answers provide an engaging way to test knowledge
about various musical genres, artists, history, and trivia. This article presents a carefully
curated list of quiz questions that cater to music enthusiasts of all levels. Whether
preparing for a pub quiz, classroom activity, or personal challenge, these questions cover
a broad spectrum, from classic rock and pop to classical music and contemporary hits.
Each question is paired with a detailed answer to enhance understanding and retention.
The selection also includes interesting facts and context to enrich the quiz experience. By
exploring these 20 music quiz questions and answers, readers can sharpen their musical
insight and enjoy a fun, educational activity. Below is the table of contents outlining the
main topics discussed.

Classic Rock and Pop Music Trivia

Famous Musicians and Bands

Music History and Genres

Lyrics and Song Identification

Instruments and Musical Theory

Classic Rock and Pop Music Trivia

Classic rock and pop music have shaped the modern music landscape with iconic bands
and unforgettable hits. This section features quiz questions focusing on legendary artists,
landmark albums, and influential songs from the 1960s through the 1990s.

Iconic Bands and Albums

Many classic bands have released albums that define entire eras of music. These questions
focus on identifying bands and their famous albums.

1. Which band released the album "Dark Side of the Moon" in 19737
Answer: Pink Floyd

2. Who was the lead singer of the band Queen?
Answer: Freddie Mercury

3. What 1982 album by Michael Jackson is the best-selling album of all time?



Answer: Thriller

4. Which British band is known for hit songs like “Hey Jude” and “Let It Be”?
Answer: The Beatles

5. “Hotel California” is a famous song by which rock band?

Answer: The Eagles

Famous Songs and Their Release Years

Recognizing songs and their historical context is a key part of music trivia.

6. In what year was Nirvana’s “Smells Like Teen Spirit” released?
Answer: 1991
7. Which song begins with the lyrics, “Just a small town girl, living in a lonely world”?

rn

Answer: “Don’t Stop Believin’” by Journey

8. Who performed the 1977 hit “Stayin’ Alive”?
Answer: Bee Gees

9. “Like a Rolling Stone” is a classic song by which influential artist?
Answer: Bob Dylan

10. Which artist is known for the song “Purple Rain”?

Answer: Prince

Famous Musicians and Bands

This section delves into questions about prominent musicians and bands, their careers,
and contributions to the music world. Understanding artist biographies and achievements
is essential for music quizzes.

Legendary Musicians

Quiz questions here highlight influential solo artists and their legacies.



11. Which legendary guitarist was known as "Slowhand"?
Answer: Eric Clapton
12. Who is often called the “King of Pop”?
Answer: Michael Jackson
13. Which female singer is known for hits like “Rolling in the Deep” and “Hello”?
Answer: Adele
14. Bob Marley is famous for pioneering which music genre?
Answer: Reggae
15. Which classical composer wrote the “Fifth Symphony”?

Answer: Ludwig van Beethoven

Famous Bands and Their Origins

Identifying the origins and backgrounds of bands enhances music knowledge.

16. Which city is the band U2 originally from?
Answer: Dublin, Ireland
17. The band AC/DC originated in which country?
Answer: Australia
18. Fleetwood Mac was formed in which decade?
Answer: 1960s
19. Which band is famously known as “The Fab Four”?
Answer: The Beatles
20. Led Zeppelin’s music is primarily classified under which genre?

Answer: Hard Rock



Music History and Genres

Understanding the evolution of music genres and historical milestones makes quizzes
more informative. This section covers key facts about different styles and their origins.

Development of Music Genres

The following questions explore the roots and characteristics of various music genres.

21. Jazz originated in which city in the early 20th century?
Answer: New Orleans

22. Which genre is characterized by fast tempo and electric guitar riffs, often associated
with bands like Metallica?

Answer: Heavy Metal

23. Reggae music originated from which country?
Answer: Jamaica

24. Which genre combines elements of hip hop and electronic dance music?
Answer: EDM (Electronic Dance Music)

25. Blues music heavily influenced which two major genres?

Answer: Rock and Jazz

Important Historical Milestones

These questions focus on key events and innovations in music history.

26. Who is credited with inventing the phonograph, allowing recorded music playback?
Answer: Thomas Edison

27. Which decade is known as the “Golden Age” of hip hop?
Answer: 1980s

28. What was the first music video played on MTV in 19817

Answer: “Video Killed the Radio Star” by The Buggles



29. The Woodstock festival took place in which year?
Answer: 1969
30. The invention of the electric guitar is attributed to which decade?

Answer: 1930s

Lyrics and Song Identification

Recognizing famous lyrics and matching songs to artists is a popular quiz format. This
section includes questions testing lyrical knowledge and song recognition.

Famous Lyrics

These questions ask for the identification of songs based on well-known lyrics.

31. Which song contains the lyrics, “Is this the real life? Is this just fantasy?”
Answer: “Bohemian Rhapsody” by Queen

32. “Cause baby you're a firework, come on show '‘em what you're worth” is from which
artist?

Answer: Katy Perry

33. Identify the song with the line: “We don't need no education.”
Answer: “Another Brick in the Wall” by Pink Floyd

34. “I'm a believer, I couldn’t leave her if I tried” is a lyric from which band?
Answer: The Monkees

35. Which song features the lyrics, “You may say I'm a dreamer, but I'm not the only
one”?

Answer: “Imagine” by John Lennon

Song and Artist Matching

This subtopic covers questions where identifying the performer of a specific song is
required.



36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

Who sang “Like a Virgin”?

Answer: Madonna

“Sweet Child o’ Mine” is a hit by which rock band?
Answer: Guns N’ Roses

Which artist is known for the song “Firework”?
Answer: Katy Perry

“Rolling in the Deep” was released by which singer?
Answer: Adele

Who performed the song “Beat It”?

Answer: Michael Jackson

Instruments and Musical Theory

Knowledge of musical instruments and theory concepts complements music quizzes by
providing a technical perspective on music appreciation.

Musical Instruments Identification

Questions in this section test the ability to recognize instruments and their characteristics.

41.

42.

43.

44.

45.

Which instrument has 88 keys and is commonly used in classical and jazz music?
Answer: Piano

The sitar is a traditional instrument originating from which country?

Answer: India

Which brass instrument has a slide used to change pitch?

Answer: Trombone

The violin belongs to which family of instruments?

Answer: String family

Which percussion instrument consists of a set of tuned metal bars struck with



mallets?

Answer: Xylophone (or Glockenspiel, depending on the specific type)

Basic Music Theory Questions

Understanding musical terms and concepts enhances comprehension of music composition
and performance.

46. What does “tempo” refer to in music?
Answer: The speed or pace of a piece of music
47. How many notes are there in a standard Western musical octave?
Answer: 8 notes
48. Which symbol indicates that a note should be played louder?
Answer: Forte (f)
49. What is the term for a gradual increase in loudness?
Answer: Crescendo
50. Which clef is commonly used for higher-pitched instruments like the violin?

Answer: Treble clef

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some popular themes for 20 music quiz
questions?

Popular themes include identifying song titles, artists, music genres, album names, and
music history.

How can I create engaging 20 music quiz questions?

Use a mix of easy and challenging questions, cover various music genres and decades, and
include audio clips or lyrics for interactive elements.



Where can I find ready-made 20 music quiz questions
and answers?

Websites like Sporcle, Quizlet, and music trivia apps often offer collections of music quiz
questions and answers.

What formats work best for 20 music quiz questions?

Multiple choice, true or false, and fill-in-the-blank formats are popular and effective for
music quizzes.

How long does it typically take to complete 20 music
quiz questions?

On average, it takes about 10 to 20 minutes to complete 20 music quiz questions,
depending on question difficulty and quiz format.

Additional Resources

1. Ultimate Music Quiz Challenge: 500 Questions and Answers

This comprehensive book offers a wide range of music quiz questions covering various
genres, decades, and artists. Perfect for both casual music fans and trivia buffs, it provides
detailed answers and fun facts. The diverse question formats keep quizzes engaging and
educational.

2. Rock & Pop Trivia: Test Your Music Knowledge

Focused on rock and pop music, this book features 300 questions that span from the
classic era to contemporary hits. With challenging questions and insightful answers, it’s
ideal for quiz nights and music lovers wanting to deepen their knowledge. Each section
includes interesting anecdotes about famous bands and songs.

3. Music Trivia for All Ages: Questions and Answers

Designed for a broad audience, this book includes easy to difficult questions suitable for
kids, teens, and adults. It covers multiple genres and eras, making it a versatile resource
for family game nights and educational purposes. The clear answers provide explanations
to help readers learn as they play.

4. Legends of Music Quiz Book: 250 Questions and Answers

This book focuses on legendary musicians and iconic albums that shaped the music
industry. It’s packed with trivia about influential artists, groundbreaking songs, and
historic music events. Readers will enjoy testing their knowledge and discovering lesser-
known facts about their favorites.

5. Pop Music Quiz: Hits, History, and Fun Facts

Featuring questions about pop music hits, chart-toppers, and memorable moments, this
book is a treasure trove for pop enthusiasts. It combines trivia with historical context to
give readers a deeper appreciation of the genre. Each answer is supported by interesting
details that enhance the quiz experience.



6. Classic Music Quiz: Timeless Songs and Artists

Explore the rich history of classical and traditional music with this quiz book that includes
composers, symphonies, and famous performances. The questions range from beginner to
expert level, catering to all knowledge bases. It’s an excellent tool for students, teachers,
and classical music fans alike.

7. Music Quiz Master: 1000 Questions and Answers

With a vast collection of questions spanning multiple genres and decades, this book is
perfect for serious quiz masters and music trivia enthusiasts. It offers a challenging yet
enjoyable way to test and expand your musical knowledge. Answers include detailed
explanations and trivia tidbits.

8. Hip-Hop and R&B Trivia: Questions and Answers

Delve into the rhythms and stories of hip-hop and R&B with this specialized quiz book. It
covers influential artists, landmark albums, and cultural moments that shaped these
genres. The book is a great resource for fans and educators looking to explore music
history through engaging questions.

9. Music Quiz for Beginners: Easy and Fun Questions

Ideal for those new to music trivia, this book provides straightforward questions that are
both fun and educational. It covers popular songs and artists from various genres, making
it accessible to a wide audience. The clear answers encourage learning and make quiz
time enjoyable for everyone.
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