2020 ap human geo exam

2020 ap human geo exam was a pivotal assessment for students enrolled in Advanced Placement
Human Geography courses across the United States. This exam evaluated knowledge of key
geographic concepts, population dynamics, cultural patterns, political organization, agriculture,
urban land use, and economic development. Due to the unprecedented circumstances of 2020, the
exam experienced modifications affecting format and content delivery, which influenced how
students prepared and performed. Understanding the structure, content areas, and scoring methods
of the 2020 AP Human Geo exam is essential for educators, students, and curriculum planners. This
article provides an in-depth analysis of the exam’s content, format changes, scoring criteria, and
effective preparation strategies to maximize student success. The following sections will explore
these aspects in detail to offer comprehensive insights into the 2020 AP Human Geo exam
experience.
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Overview of the 2020 AP Human Geo Exam Format

The 2020 AP Human Geography exam format was notably different from previous years due to the
global COVID-19 pandemic. Traditionally, the exam included multiple-choice questions and free-
response sections administered over several hours. However, in 2020, the College Board adapted
the exam to a shorter, online format to accommodate health and safety concerns. The exam was
administered remotely, focusing on a single module of content rather than the entire curriculum.

Exam Structure

The 2020 AP Human Geo exam was condensed into a 45-minute free-response exam consisting of
three questions. These questions were designed to assess students’ analytical and critical thinking
skills based on a specific thematic unit. This departure from the multiple-choice format emphasized
written responses and clear articulation of geographic concepts.

Testing Platform

The exam was delivered through a digital platform accessible via computers or tablets. This online
format required students to write and submit their answers electronically. The platform was



designed to be user-friendly, ensuring students could focus on content without technical
distractions.

Key Content Areas Covered in the 2020 Exam

The content of the 2020 AP Human Geo exam was focused on a single thematic module rather than
the comprehensive curriculum typically covered. The College Board announced which unit would be
tested in advance, allowing students to concentrate their studies on that topic. This approach was
unique to 2020 and aimed to reduce the burden on students during the pandemic.

Selected Module for 2020

For the 2020 exam, the module chosen was “Geographic Perspectives on Development and Cultural
Patterns.” This unit encompassed topics such as economic development, cultural landscapes,
diffusion of cultural traits, and the spatial organization of human activities. These themes are central
to human geography and test students’ understanding of how people interact with their
environments.

Core Concepts and Themes

The exam questions covered several core concepts, including:
e Patterns of economic development and disparities between regions
e Cultural processes such as diffusion, language, religion, and ethnicity
e The role of globalization in shaping cultural and economic landscapes

e Interactions between human populations and their environments

Changes and Adaptations Due to the COVID-19
Pandemic

The 2020 AP Human Geo exam was heavily influenced by the global COVID-19 pandemic, which
forced educational institutions and testing organizations to rethink traditional assessment methods.
These changes aimed to maintain academic integrity while accommodating public health measures
and students’ varied access to resources.

Shortened Exam Duration

One of the most significant adaptations was the reduction of the exam length from approximately
three hours to 45 minutes. This adjustment allowed for a focused assessment that minimized student



stress and logistical challenges related to extended testing periods at home.

Remote Proctoring and Accessibility

The College Board implemented remote proctoring measures to monitor exam conditions and deter
cheating, though the nature of online testing presented challenges. Additionally, the exam was
designed to be accessible on multiple devices, ensuring students with limited technology could
participate without disadvantage.

Content Reduction and Focus

Instead of covering the entire AP Human Geography curriculum, the exam targeted a single unit,
which was publicly announced weeks before testing. This enabled equitable preparation despite
disruptions to traditional classroom instruction caused by school closures and remote learning.

Scoring Guidelines and How Scores Are Calculated

The scoring process for the 2020 AP Human Geography exam reflected the changes in format and
content scope. With only free-response questions, the evaluation focused on analytical depth, clarity
of expression, and accurate application of geographic concepts.

Free-Response Scoring Rubrics

Each of the three free-response questions was scored using detailed rubrics that assessed specific
criteria such as:

e Use of appropriate geographic terminology
¢ Ability to analyze spatial relationships and patterns
¢ Quality of argumentation and evidence supporting claims

e Integration of relevant examples

Overall Score Calculation

Scores from the free-response questions were combined to generate a raw score, which was then
converted into the AP scoring scale of 1 to 5. The College Board provided guidance on score
equivalencies to previous years’ exams to maintain consistency in grade reporting and college credit
decisions.



Effective Preparation Strategies for the 2020 Exam

Given the unique format and content focus of the 2020 AP Human Geography exam, students and
educators needed to adopt targeted preparation strategies. Understanding the adjustments to the
exam structure was critical to optimizing study efforts and improving performance.

Focusing on the Selected Module

Since the exam concentrated on one thematic unit, students were advised to thoroughly review all
related concepts, vocabulary, case studies, and geographic models within that module. Mastery of
this content was essential for answering the free-response questions effectively.

Practicing Free-Response Writing

Because the exam consisted solely of free-response questions, practicing writing clear, concise, and
well-organized answers was crucial. Students benefited from reviewing sample questions, timing
their responses, and receiving feedback to enhance their analytical and explanatory skills.

Utilizing Online Resources

With remote learning becoming prevalent, students made extensive use of online review materials,
video tutorials, and virtual study groups. These resources provided flexible and interactive
opportunities to reinforce understanding and clarify challenging topics.

Maintaining Time Management

Effective time management was particularly important given the 45-minute time limit. Students
were encouraged to allocate their time wisely across questions, ensuring they addressed all parts of
each prompt without sacrificing depth or clarity.
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. Review the announced module content thoroughly.

N

. Practice writing structured free-response answers under timed conditions.
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. Engage with multiple study resources for comprehensive coverage.

S

. Develop a time allocation plan for the 45-minute exam duration.

5. Seek feedback from teachers or peers to refine responses.



Frequently Asked Questions

What topics were most emphasized on the 2020 AP Human
Geography exam?

The 2020 AP Human Geography exam emphasized topics such as population and migration, cultural
patterns and processes, political organization of space, agriculture and rural land use,
industrialization and economic development, and urban land use.

Was the 2020 AP Human Geography exam administered online
or in-person?

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the 2020 AP Human Geography exam was administered online in a
shortened format with free-response questions only.

How many questions were on the 2020 AP Human Geography
exam?

The 2020 AP Human Geography exam consisted of 3 free-response questions and no multiple-choice
section, making it shorter than previous years.

What changes were made to the 2020 AP Human Geography
exam format due to COVID-19?

The exam was shortened to only 3 free-response questions, each requiring students to write detailed
answers, and it was taken online instead of the usual in-person format.

How should students prepare differently for the 2020 AP
Human Geography exam compared to previous years?

Students should focus on practicing free-response questions, developing strong writing skills, and
understanding key concepts deeply, as the multiple-choice section was removed in 2020.

Were there any particular themes or concepts that appeared
repeatedly on the 2020 AP Human Geography exam?

Yes, concepts such as migration patterns, urbanization, economic development, and cultural
processes were commonly tested on the 2020 exam.

What resources are recommended for reviewing the 2020 AP
Human Geography exam content?

Recommended resources include the College Board’s official course and exam description, released
free-response questions from 2020, review books, and online practice materials tailored to free-
response practice.



How was the scoring of the 2020 AP Human Geography exam
conducted?

The 2020 exam was scored based on the quality and completeness of students’ free-response
answers, with rubrics focusing on content accuracy, use of examples, and clarity of explanation.

Did the 2020 AP Human Geography exam cover all units in the
course curriculum?

While the 2020 exam was shortened, it still covered a broad range of units but focused primarily on
key concepts from population, migration, culture, political geography, and urban development.

How did students perform on the 2020 AP Human Geography
exam compared to previous years?

Performance varied, but generally, students found the free-response format challenging. The College
Board noted score distributions were comparable, considering the shortened format and testing
conditions.

Additional Resources

1. Cracking the AP Human Geography Exam 2020

This comprehensive guide offers detailed content review and practice questions specifically tailored
for the 2020 AP Human Geography exam. It includes strategies for tackling multiple-choice
questions and free-response sections, as well as practice tests that mirror the format of the actual
exam. The book is ideal for students aiming to improve their scores with targeted review and test-
taking tips.

2. Barron's AP Human Geography, 7th Edition

Barron’s edition provides an in-depth overview of key human geography concepts, including
population, migration, cultural patterns, political organization, and urban development. The 7th
edition features updated data and examples relevant to the 2020 exam. It also includes practice
exams and review exercises to reinforce understanding.

3. 5 Steps to a 5: AP Human Geography 2020

This step-by-step study guide breaks down the exam content into manageable sections with clear
objectives and review questions. It emphasizes essential vocabulary and concepts, offering
strategies for mastering the free-response section. The book is designed to help students build
confidence and improve their scores through consistent practice.

4. AP Human Geography Prep 2020: Study Guide and Practice Test Questions

Focused on exam readiness, this book combines concise content summaries with practice questions
modeled after the 2020 AP Human Geography exam. It provides detailed explanations for answers to
help students understand their mistakes. The guide is suitable for last-minute review and
comprehensive exam preparation.

5. Human Geography: People, Place, and Culture (11th Edition)
Though not exclusively an exam prep book, this textbook offers a thorough grounding in human



geography concepts tested on the AP exam. The 11th edition includes updated case studies and
examples relevant to contemporary human geography issues. It's a valuable resource for deepening
understanding of course material.

6. AP Human Geography Crash Course, 2nd Edition

This concise review book distills the most crucial information needed to succeed on the AP Human
Geography exam. It features quick summaries, review questions, and test-taking strategies ideal for
students with limited study time. The 2nd edition reflects changes and trends up to 2020.

7. Kaplan AP Human Geography 2020

Kaplan’s guide offers a balanced blend of content review, practice questions, and full-length practice
tests designed for the 2020 exam. It includes detailed answer explanations and test-taking tips to
build skills and confidence. The book also highlights key terminology and concepts essential for the
exam.

8. Cracking the AP Human Geography Exam Premium Edition with 6 Practice Tests, 2020

This premium edition includes extensive practice opportunities with six full-length exams that
simulate the real test experience. Alongside comprehensive content review, it offers strategies to
improve test performance and manage time effectively. The book is perfect for students seeking
rigorous preparation.

9. MCAT Human Geography Review 2020

Although primarily designed for MCAT preparation, this book provides a solid review of human
geography themes that overlap with the AP exam curriculum. It includes thematic overviews and
practice questions to reinforce understanding of spatial patterns and cultural concepts. Students
looking for an alternative study approach may find this resource helpful.
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