2020 ap human geography exam

2020 ap human geography exam was a pivotal assessment for students aiming to demonstrate
their understanding of human geography concepts and spatial patterns. This exam required a
comprehensive grasp of topics such as population dynamics, cultural patterns, political organization,
agriculture, urban development, and industrialization. The 2020 version of the exam was particularly
notable for its format adjustments and emphasis on critical thinking skills. Students needed to be
well-prepared not only in memorizing facts but also in applying geographic principles to real-world
scenarios. This article provides an in-depth overview of the 2020 ap human geography exam,
covering its structure, content areas, preparation strategies, and scoring guidelines. Whether
reviewing past exams or preparing for future AP Human Geography tests, this guide offers valuable
insights into what the 2020 exam encompassed and how to succeed.
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Overview of the 2020 AP Human Geography Exam

The 2020 ap human geography exam was designed to assess students’ knowledge of human
geography and their ability to analyze spatial relationships and patterns. This Advanced Placement
exam is administered by the College Board and serves as a measure of college-level achievement in
the subject. The exam tested students on a variety of topics including population, migration, cultural
landscapes, political organization, agriculture, industrialization, and urbanization. In 2020, the exam
maintained its focus on understanding human-environment interactions and the implications of
geographic phenomena on societies worldwide. It also evaluated students’ skills in interpreting maps,
graphs, and other geographic data.

Exam Format and Structure

The format of the 2020 ap human geography exam consisted of two main sections: a multiple-choice
section and a free-response section. The exam was timed, with a total duration of approximately two
hours. Understanding the structure of the exam is crucial for effective time management and
performance.



Multiple-Choice Section

This section included 60 questions that assessed knowledge across all the key themes of human
geography. Questions ranged from straightforward recall to more complex application and analysis
types. The multiple-choice segment accounted for 50% of the overall exam score.

Free-Response Section

The free-response section required students to write detailed answers to three questions, including a
document-based question (DBQ), a quantitative analysis question, and a concept application
question. This section tested students’ abilities to synthesize information, develop arguments, and
apply geographic concepts to specific scenarios. It composed the remaining 50% of the exam score.

Changes in 2020

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the 2020 AP Human Geography exam underwent modifications. The
College Board shortened the exam to 45 minutes and shifted to an online format with only free-
response questions. This change emphasized critical thinking and writing skills, requiring students to
demonstrate mastery in a concise manner.

Key Content Areas Covered

The 2020 ap human geography exam covered a broad range of topics that reflect the discipline’s
focus on human spatial patterns and processes. Students were expected to understand core concepts
and apply them in diverse contexts.

Population and Migration

This topic addressed demographic patterns, population growth and decline, migration trends, and the
effects of population on environments and economies. Students needed to analyze population
pyramids, migration flows, and demographic transition models.

Cultural Patterns and Processes

Questions in this area explored language, religion, ethnicity, and cultural landscapes. The exam
tested knowledge of cultural diffusion, cultural hearths, and the ways culture shapes the physical
environment.

Political Organization of Space

This section focused on the organization of political territories, boundaries, state sovereignty, and
geopolitical issues. Concepts like nation-states, federalism, and supranational organizations were key
components.



Agriculture and Rural Land Use

Students examined agricultural practices, types of farming, rural land use patterns, and the impact of
agriculture on societies and environments. Topics included the Green Revolution and sustainable
agriculture.

Industrialization and Economic Development

This topic addressed industrial processes, economic sectors, development indicators, and
globalization. The exam emphasized the spatial distribution of industries and trade patterns.

Urbanization and Cities

Urban geography concepts included city models, urban growth, suburbanization, and challenges
faced by urban areas. Students analyzed urban land use and the social and economic dynamics of
cities.

Preparation Strategies for the Exam

Effective preparation for the 2020 ap human geography exam involved mastering content knowledge
and developing analytical and writing skills. A systematic approach to studying was essential for
success.

Reviewing Key Concepts and Vocabulary

Students were advised to thoroughly review major terms and theories across all units. Flashcards,
summary notes, and concept maps were useful tools for reinforcing memory.

Practicing with Past Exam Questions

Working through previous free-response and multiple-choice questions helped students familiarize
themselves with exam formats and question styles. This practice also enhanced time management
skills.

Developing Map and Data Interpretation Skills

Since the exam frequently included maps, graphs, and charts, students needed to practice
interpreting and analyzing geographic data accurately.

Writing Structured Responses

Students prepared for the free-response section by practicing clear, concise, and well-organized essay



writing. Constructing strong thesis statements and supporting arguments with evidence was critical.

Utilizing Study Resources

Various study guides, review books, and online resources tailored for the AP Human Geography
course provided additional practice and explanations of complex topics.

Scoring and Grading Criteria

The 2020 ap human geography exam was scored on a scale of 1 to 5, with scores reflecting levels of
proficiency and understanding. The College Board used a standardized scoring rubric to ensure
consistency and fairness.

Multiple-Choice Scoring

Each correct answer in the multiple-choice section earned one point. There was no penalty for
incorrect answers, encouraging students to answer all questions.

Free-Response Scoring

Free-response questions were evaluated based on clarity, accuracy, completeness, and use of
geographic evidence. The rubric rewarded critical thinking, application of concepts, and effective
communication.

Score Distribution and College Credit

Scores of 3 or higher were typically considered passing and eligible for college credit or advanced
placement in geography courses. The distribution of scores varied each year but reflected the rigor of
the exam and the preparedness of test-takers.

Impact of the 2020 Exam Format Changes

The shortened format in 2020 required graders to adjust expectations, focusing on students’ ability to
express knowledge succinctly under time constraints. Despite the changes, the exam maintained its
role as a reliable measure of human geography proficiency.

Additional Tips for Success on the AP Human
Geography Exam

Mastering the content and format of the 2020 ap human geography exam is essential, but strategic
approaches can further enhance performance. Consider the following tips:



e Consistently integrate geographic terminology into answers to demonstrate subject mastery.
e Practice interpreting and synthesizing multiple sources of data for comprehensive responses.

e Manage exam time wisely, allocating enough time for planning, writing, and reviewing free-
response answers.

e Stay updated on current geographic events and examples that may be relevant to exam
questions.

e Develop critical thinking by connecting geographic concepts to global issues and real-world
applications.

Frequently Asked Questions

What topics were covered in the 2020 AP Human Geography
exam?

The 2020 AP Human Geography exam covered key topics such as population and migration patterns,
cultural processes, political organization of space, agriculture and rural land use, industrialization and
economic development, and urban land use.

Was the 2020 AP Human Geography exam administered in-
person or online?

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the College Board administered the 2020 AP Human Geography exam
online with a shortened format, taken at home instead of the traditional in-person exam.

How was the 2020 AP Human Geography exam format
different from previous years?

The 2020 exam was shortened to 45 minutes and consisted of free-response questions only, with no
multiple-choice section, unlike previous years which included both.

What types of free-response questions were featured on the
2020 AP Human Geography exam?

The free-response questions typically required students to analyze maps, graphs, and data related to
human geography concepts and to explain spatial patterns and processes.

How did students prepare for the 2020 AP Human Geography



exam given the format changes?

Students focused on mastering key concepts and practicing free-response questions, utilizing online
resources, College Board materials, and reviewing past free-response prompts.

Were calculators allowed during the 2020 AP Human
Geography exam?

No, calculators were not necessary or allowed since the exam primarily required written responses
and analysis rather than calculations.

How was the 2020 AP Human Geography exam scored?

The free-response questions were scored based on a rubric assessing understanding of human
geography concepts, use of evidence, and clarity of explanations.

Did the 2020 AP Human Geography exam include map
interpretation questions?

Yes, map interpretation was a significant part of the exam, requiring students to analyze spatial
patterns and geographic data.

What was the passing score range for the 2020 AP Human
Geography exam?

Scores ranged from 1 to 5, with a score of 3 or higher generally considered passing and eligible for
college credit, similar to other years.

Where can students find official 2020 AP Human Geography
exam practice materials?

Official practice materials for the 2020 exam can be found on the College Board website, including
sample questions and scoring guidelines.

Additional Resources

1. Cracking the AP Human Geography Exam 2020

This comprehensive guide offers detailed content reviews, practice questions, and full-length practice
exams tailored for the 2020 AP Human Geography exam. It includes test-taking strategies and tips to
help students maximize their scores. With updated material reflecting the 2020 exam format, it's an
essential resource for thorough preparation.

2. 5 Steps to a 5: AP Human Geography 2020

Designed for students aiming for a high score, this book breaks down the exam content into
manageable steps. It features targeted practice questions, review drills, and test-taking strategies
specifically for the 2020 exam. The book also includes online resources and practice tests for



additional support.

3. AP Human Geography Crash Course, 2nd Edition (2020)

This concise review guide provides a fast and effective way to study for the AP Human Geography
exam. It focuses on key concepts, vocabulary, and sample questions to help students quickly grasp
the material. Perfect for last-minute review before the 2020 test date.

4. Human Geography for the AP® Course 2020

This textbook offers an in-depth exploration of human geography concepts aligned with the AP
curriculum. It features real-world examples, case studies, and maps to enhance understanding. The
2020 edition includes updated content to reflect changes in the exam.

5. AP Human Geography Prep 2020: Practice Tests + Content Review

A balanced mix of practice tests and content review, this book provides students with ample
opportunities to test their knowledge. The explanations for each answer help reinforce learning. It's
ideal for students seeking both review and practice under exam conditions.

6. The Essential AP Human Geography Study Guide 2020

This study guide distills the essential concepts and themes of human geography necessary for the AP
exam. It highlights important terms, theories, and models with clear explanations and visual aids. The
2020 edition incorporates updated exam topics and practice questions.

7. AP Human Geography Exam Prep 2020: Key Concepts and Practice

Focusing on the key concepts tested in the 2020 exam, this book offers concise reviews and multiple-
choice practice questions. It emphasizes understanding geographic patterns, processes, and spatial
relationships. The guide also includes strategies for tackling free-response questions.

8. Barron's AP Human Geography, 7th Edition (2020)

Barron’s long-trusted AP prep book provides extensive content review, practice tests, and online
resources. The 7th edition is updated for the 2020 exam and includes diagnostic tests to identify
strengths and weaknesses. Detailed answer explanations help students learn from their mistakes.

9. AP Human Geography for Dummies (2020 Edition)

This approachable guide breaks down complex human geography topics in an easy-to-understand
manner. It covers all major themes of the 2020 AP exam and provides practice questions to test
comprehension. Ideal for students seeking a straightforward and stress-free study aid.
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