a class divided discussion questions

a class divided discussion questions serve as an essential tool for educators, students, and
discussion facilitators aiming to explore the profound themes presented in the documentary and
instructional film "A Class Divided." This film, centered around a classroom exercise conducted by
Jane Elliott, highlights the impacts of discrimination and prejudice by dividing students based on eye
color. Engaging with a class divided discussion questions helps deepen understanding of social
dynamics, empathy development, and the psychological effects of bias. This article provides
comprehensive insights into the most effective discussion questions, categorized by themes such as
empathy, social psychology, and educational implications. Additionally, it offers guidance on how to
foster meaningful conversations that encourage critical thinking and self-reflection. The following
sections will cover a variety of carefully crafted questions designed to maximize the educational
value of "A Class Divided," ensuring a thorough engagement with its subject matter.

e Understanding the Themes of "A Class Divided"

Empathy and Perspective-Taking Questions

Social Psychology and Group Dynamics Questions

Educational Implications and Classroom Applications

Facilitating a Productive Discussion

Understanding the Themes of "A Class Divided"

Before diving into specific discussion questions, it is important to grasp the central themes
presented in "A Class Divided." These themes provide the foundation upon which effective questions
can be constructed. The film explores the concepts of discrimination, prejudice, social inequality,
and the power of experiential learning. It vividly demonstrates how quickly and deeply social
divisions can affect individuals’ behavior and self-esteem.

Key Themes to Consider

Recognizing these themes is crucial for formulating meaningful discussion questions. Some of the
main themes include:

e Prejudice and Discrimination: How biases develop and manifest in social environments.
e Empathy and Understanding: The importance of seeing the world from others’ perspectives.

e Social Hierarchies: The impact of arbitrary group distinctions on behavior and self-
perception.



¢ Educational Interventions: Using experiential learning to address social issues.

Empathy and Perspective-Taking Questions

One of the primary objectives of a class divided discussion questions set is to foster empathy among
participants. These questions encourage individuals to reflect on their own experiences and consider
the feelings and perspectives of others who face discrimination or social exclusion.

Sample Empathy-Centered Questions

The following questions help participants engage emotionally with the material and promote
compassionate understanding:

1. How do you think the students felt when they were suddenly treated differently based on their
eye color?

2. What impact might the experience of being in the "inferior" group have on a person’s self-
esteem and confidence?

3. Can you relate this exercise to any real-life situations where you or someone you know felt
unfairly judged?

4. How does experiencing discrimination firsthand change one’s perspective on social inequality?

5. What emotions did the exercise evoke, and why do you think those emotions are important to
understanding prejudice?

Social Psychology and Group Dynamics Questions

Understanding the social psychological principles demonstrated in "A Class Divided" is essential for
deeper analysis. These questions focus on how group identities and dynamics influence behavior,
conformity, and bias.

Exploring Group Behavior and Identity

These discussion questions examine the psychological mechanisms behind the exercise’s outcomes:

1. What role did in-group and out-group distinctions play in the students’ behavior during the
exercise?

2. How did the students’ treatment of each other change when the roles of superior and inferior
groups were reversed?



3. What does this experiment reveal about the power of social labeling and stereotypes?
4. In what ways do group dynamics contribute to the development or reduction of prejudice?

5. How might conformity and peer pressure have influenced students’ actions during the activity?

Educational Implications and Classroom Applications

The educational value of "A Class Divided" extends beyond the film itself. It offers important lessons
for educators seeking to address diversity, equity, and inclusion in classrooms. Discussion questions
in this category focus on practical applications and pedagogical strategies.

Questions for Educators and Students

These questions encourage reflection on how the lessons from the film can be integrated into
educational settings:

e What are the benefits and potential challenges of using experiential learning activities like this
in classrooms?

e How can teachers create a safe environment for students to discuss sensitive topics such as
discrimination and bias?

¢ In what ways can educators use the insights from "A Class Divided" to promote inclusivity and
respect?

e How might this exercise impact students’ awareness of their own biases and assumptions?

e What follow-up activities or discussions could reinforce the lessons learned through this
exercise?

Facilitating a Productive Discussion

Effective facilitation is key to maximizing the educational outcomes of a class divided discussion
questions. Facilitators must guide conversations thoughtfully to ensure all voices are heard and that
discussions are respectful and insightful.

Strategies for Leading Discussions

To foster meaningful dialogue, consider the following facilitation tips:

e Establish clear ground rules for respectful communication.



e Encourage participants to share personal reflections without fear of judgment.
e Use open-ended questions that promote critical thinking rather than simple yes/no answers.
e Be prepared to address emotional responses and provide support as needed.

e Summarize key points periodically to reinforce learning and maintain focus.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main purpose of the documentary 'A Class
Divided'?
The main purpose of 'A Class Divided' is to explore and demonstrate the effects of prejudice and

discrimination through a classroom experiment conducted by Jane Elliott, which divides students
based on eye color to teach them about racism and social division.

How did Jane Elliott's exercise impact the students involved in
the experiment?

The exercise made the students experience firsthand the feelings of discrimination and unfair
treatment, leading to a better understanding of the emotional and social effects of prejudice.

What lesson does 'A Class Divided' teach about the nature of
discrimination?

The documentary shows that discrimination is a learned behavior that can be unlearned, and that
even arbitrary characteristics like eye color can become a basis for unfair treatment when societal
biases are applied.

Why did Jane Elliott choose eye color as the basis for her
experiment?

Jane Elliott chose eye color because it is an arbitrary and visible trait that can easily be used to
create groups and simulate the experience of discrimination without involving race directly.

What emotional reactions did students exhibit during the
experiment?

Students showed a range of emotional reactions including confusion, anger, sadness, and frustration
as they experienced being judged and treated unfairly based solely on their eye color.



How does 'A Class Divided' relate to real-world issues of
racism and prejudice?

The documentary serves as a microcosm of societal racism and prejudice, illustrating how arbitrary
distinctions can lead to systemic discrimination and social inequality in the real world.

What changes, if any, were observed in the students after the
experiment concluded?

After the exercise, many students displayed increased empathy and awareness regarding
discrimination, showing a deeper understanding of the importance of equality and the harm caused
by prejudice.

Can the lessons from 'A Class Divided' be applied in modern
educational settings? How?

Yes, the lessons can be applied by incorporating activities and discussions that foster empathy,
challenge stereotypes, and encourage critical thinking about social justice and equality in
classrooms today.

What criticisms or limitations have been raised about Jane
Elliott’s exercise as shown in 'A Class Divided'?

Some critics argue that the exercise may cause emotional distress to students or oversimplify
complex societal issues, and that it may not fully capture the long-term impacts of systemic
discrimination.

How does ‘A Class Divided' encourage viewers to reflect on
their own biases?

The documentary prompts viewers to recognize how easily prejudice can be formed and internalized,
encouraging self-reflection on personal biases and motivating proactive efforts to combat
discrimination in everyday life.

Additional Resources

1. A Class Divided: Then and Now

This book revisits the famous 1970s classroom experiment conducted by Jane Elliott, exploring its
long-term effects on participants and society. It provides insightful discussion questions about racial
prejudice, empathy, and social justice. Readers are encouraged to reflect on how discrimination
shapes individual and collective experiences.

2. The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas

This novel tells the story of Starr Carter, a young African American girl who witnesses the police
shooting of her friend. It prompts discussions about systemic racism, activism, and identity. The
book encourages readers to explore themes of courage, community, and the impact of violence.



3. Between the World and Me by Ta-Nehisi Coates

Written as a letter to the author’s son, this book examines the realities of being Black in America. It
offers rich material for discussing racial history, personal identity, and social inequality. The
narrative invites critical thinking about privilege and systemic oppression.

4. Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson

A powerful memoir about the flaws in the American justice system, focusing on wrongful convictions
and racial bias. Discussion questions often revolve around justice, mercy, and the importance of
advocacy. The book challenges readers to consider the human impact of legal injustice.

5. Stamped: Racism, Antiracism, and You by Jason Reynolds and Ibram X. Kendi

This adaptation of Kendi’s work is designed for young readers, tracing the history of racist ideas in
America. It sparks conversations about history, activism, and how to combat racism. The engaging
style makes it accessible for classroom discussions on equity.

6. To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee

A classic novel addressing racial injustice in the American South through the eyes of a child. It offers
numerous discussion points about morality, empathy, and the social construction of race. The story
encourages examination of prejudice and the courage to stand against it.

7. Why Are All the Black Kids Sitting Together in the Cafeteria? by Beverly Daniel Tatum

This nonfiction book explores racial identity development and the dynamics of segregation in
schools. It provides a framework for understanding group identity and bias. The book is valuable for
discussions on self-awareness and intercultural communication.

8. The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness by Michelle Alexander

This work delves into the systemic racial discrimination inherent in the U.S. criminal justice system.
It offers a critical lens through which to analyze institutional racism and its societal impact. Readers
are encouraged to discuss policy, reform, and social change.

9. White Fragility: Why It’s So Hard for White People to Talk About Racism by Robin DiAngelo

This book examines defensive behaviors white people exhibit when confronted with racial issues. It
fosters dialogue about privilege, discomfort, and the importance of honest conversations about race.
The text is instrumental in encouraging self-reflection and growth.
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