
a problem by anton chekhov summary
a problem by anton chekhov summary presents an insightful overview of one of Anton Chekhov’s
most renowned short stories, illustrating his mastery in portraying human nature and societal issues
through concise narrative. This article explores the plot, central themes, characters, and literary
significance of “A Problem,” providing a comprehensive understanding of the story. The summary will
highlight the moral dilemmas faced by the protagonist and the ethical questions Chekhov raises.
Additionally, the article delves into the historical and cultural context of the story, enhancing the
reader’s appreciation of its depth. By examining the narrative structure and Chekhov’s storytelling
techniques, this summary offers a clear and detailed account suitable for students, literature
enthusiasts, and researchers alike. The following sections will guide readers through each aspect of
the story in a structured manner.

Plot Summary of “A Problem”

Main Characters

Themes and Motifs

Literary Significance and Style

Historical and Cultural Context

Plot Summary of “A Problem”
“A Problem” by Anton Chekhov centers on a moral and legal dilemma faced by the protagonist, Ivan
Ivanovich, who is confronted with the consequences of his nephew’s criminal actions. The story
unfolds as Ivan Ivanovich learns that his nephew, Sasha, has committed a serious theft, putting the
family’s reputation at risk. The narrative explores Ivan’s internal conflict regarding how to deal with
Sasha’s wrongdoing, balancing familial loyalty and moral responsibility. Throughout the story,
Chekhov carefully depicts the tension between personal interests, societal expectations, and the
pursuit of justice. The resolution reveals the complexities of human nature and the difficulties in
making ethical choices in challenging situations.

Summary of Key Events
The story begins with Ivan Ivanovich receiving news about his nephew’s involvement in a theft case.
He discusses the situation with his friends, debating the appropriate course of action. The narrative
highlights the different perspectives on justice and forgiveness presented by the characters. Ivan
Ivanovich ultimately decides to take responsibility for the situation in a way that protects the family’s
honor while confronting the moral implications of the crime. The plot concludes with an ambiguous
resolution, emphasizing the unresolved nature of the ethical problem presented.



Conflict and Resolution
The central conflict in “A Problem” arises from the clash between personal loyalty and societal law.
Ivan Ivanovich’s struggle to reconcile these opposing forces drives the narrative forward. Chekhov’s
storytelling refrains from providing a clear-cut resolution, instead encouraging readers to reflect on
the complexity of moral decisions. The story’s ending leaves the dilemma open-ended, illustrating the
persistent challenges inherent in addressing problems that involve both legal and ethical
considerations.

Main Characters
The characters in “A Problem” are carefully crafted to represent various facets of human nature and
social attitudes. Their interactions and differing viewpoints enrich the story’s exploration of morality
and justice.

Ivan Ivanovich
Ivan Ivanovich is the story’s protagonist, portrayed as a thoughtful and pragmatic man who grapples
with the dilemma posed by his nephew’s crime. His character embodies the tension between familial
loyalty and societal duty. Ivan’s internal debate reflects broader questions about responsibility, honor,
and the consequences of one’s actions in a complex social environment.

Sasha
Sasha, Ivan Ivanovich’s nephew, is the young man involved in the theft. Although his character is not
deeply developed, Sasha represents the catalyst for the moral problem that drives the narrative. His
actions bring to light issues of youth, temptation, and the impact of individual behavior on family and
society.

Supporting Characters
The story features several minor characters who contribute to the discussion surrounding the
problem. These characters offer contrasting opinions on justice, mercy, and social reputation, thereby
enriching the thematic complexity of the narrative.

Friends and acquaintances of Ivan Ivanovich who debate the issue

Legal authorities involved in the case

Family members affected by the scandal



Themes and Motifs
“A Problem” by Anton Chekhov summary cannot be complete without an in-depth analysis of the
themes and motifs that permeate the story. Chekhov’s work often addresses the intricacies of human
psychology, social conventions, and ethical dilemmas, all of which are evident in this narrative.

Moral Ambiguity
The story explores the ambiguity inherent in moral judgments. Ivan Ivanovich’s predicament
highlights how complex ethical decisions can be when personal interests and societal laws conflict.
Chekhov avoids simplistic moralizing, instead presenting a nuanced view of human behavior.

Family and Loyalty
Family loyalty is a central theme, as Ivan Ivanovich’s desire to protect his nephew clashes with his
awareness of the wrongdoing committed. This tension underscores the challenges individuals face
when balancing personal bonds with ethical integrity.

Justice and Social Reputation
The narrative examines how concerns about social reputation influence decisions related to justice.
The fear of scandal and its impact on family standing plays a significant role in the characters’
choices, reflecting societal pressures in Chekhov’s time.

Consequences of Crime
Sasha’s theft serves as a focal point for discussing the consequences of criminal behavior. The story
delves into not only legal repercussions but also the moral and emotional fallout experienced by
individuals and families.

Literary Significance and Style
“A Problem” is an excellent example of Anton Chekhov’s distinctive literary style and his contribution
to modern short story writing. The story’s significance lies in its concise narrative, psychological
depth, and subtle social critique.

Chekhov’s Narrative Technique
Chekhov employs a straightforward yet evocative narrative style, characterized by economy of
language and rich subtext. His use of dialogue and internal monologue effectively conveys the
characters’ inner conflicts and societal contexts.



Psychological Realism
The story exemplifies Chekhov’s mastery of psychological realism, portraying characters with
believable motivations and emotional complexity. This approach invites readers to engage with the
ethical dilemmas on a personal level.

Symbolism and Subtlety
Rather than overt symbolism, Chekhov uses subtle details and situational irony to enhance the story’s
themes. The unresolved ending and the character dynamics serve as symbolic representations of
broader human and social problems.

Historical and Cultural Context
Understanding the historical and cultural background of “A Problem” enriches the interpretation of the
story. Written in the late 19th century, the narrative reflects social realities and legal practices in
Russia during Chekhov’s era.

Social Norms and Legal System in 19th Century Russia
The story’s portrayal of crime, punishment, and social reputation corresponds to the societal norms
and legal framework of 19th century Russia. Issues such as family honor and public perception held
significant weight, influencing personal and legal decisions.

Chekhov’s Reflection of Society
Chekhov often used his stories to critique social conventions and highlight the complexities of human
behavior within rigid societal structures. “A Problem” is representative of this approach, providing
insight into the challenges faced by individuals navigating moral and social expectations.

Relevance to Contemporary Audiences
Despite its historical setting, the story’s themes of moral ambiguity, justice, and family loyalty remain
relevant today. The ethical questions raised continue to resonate, demonstrating the timeless nature
of Chekhov’s work.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of 'A Problem' by Anton Chekhov?
The main plot of 'A Problem' revolves around the wealthy landowner and judge Ivan Markovitch who is
faced with the dilemma of whether to help his nephew, a young man named Sasha, who has been



involved in a scandal and is seeking financial assistance to avoid legal consequences.

Who are the central characters in Anton Chekhov's 'A
Problem'?
The central characters in 'A Problem' include Ivan Markovitch, the wealthy landowner and judge;
Sasha, his nephew who is in trouble; and other family members and acquaintances who influence the
decision-making process.

What moral dilemma does Ivan Markovitch face in 'A
Problem'?
Ivan Markovitch faces the moral dilemma of whether to support his irresponsible nephew Sasha by
providing him with money to cover his debts and escape punishment, despite Sasha's reckless
behavior and lack of responsibility.

How does 'A Problem' by Anton Chekhov explore themes of
family and responsibility?
'A Problem' explores themes of family loyalty, responsibility, and the consequences of one's actions
by portraying Ivan Markovitch's struggle to decide whether to protect his family member or uphold
justice and personal principles.

What is the resolution of 'A Problem' by Anton Chekhov?
In the resolution of 'A Problem,' Ivan Markovitch ultimately decides to help his nephew Sasha
financially, despite his reservations, highlighting the complex nature of familial obligations and moral
compromise.

Why is 'A Problem' considered a significant work by Anton
Chekhov?
'A Problem' is considered significant because it showcases Chekhov's skill in depicting realistic
characters and moral conflicts, addressing the nuances of human nature, societal expectations, and
ethical decisions within a concise narrative.

Additional Resources
1. The Lady with the Dog by Anton Chekhov
This short story explores the complexities of love and infidelity through the chance meeting of a
married man and woman in a seaside town. Chekhov delicately portrays their emotional turmoil and
the societal constraints that shape their relationship. The story is a poignant reflection on the human
desire for connection and the consequences of pursuing forbidden love.

2. Ward No. 6 by Anton Chekhov
Set in a provincial mental asylum, this story delves into themes of sanity, suffering, and the human



condition. The protagonist, a doctor, becomes increasingly disillusioned with the treatment of patients
and the nature of his own existence. Chekhov critiques social indifference and the blurred lines
between madness and reason.

3. Uncle Vanya by Anton Chekhov
This play centers on the frustrations and unfulfilled dreams of rural intellectuals and landowners. The
characters grapple with wasted lives, unrequited love, and the search for meaning. Chekhov’s subtle
dialogue and deep character studies reveal the quiet despair and resilience of everyday people.

4. The Seagull by Anton Chekhov
A groundbreaking play that examines the conflicts between art and life, youth and experience, and
unreciprocated love. The characters’ complex relationships and personal ambitions unfold against the
backdrop of a country estate. Chekhov’s innovative use of subtext and naturalistic dialogue
revolutionized modern drama.

5. Cherry Orchard by Anton Chekhov
This play portrays the decline of the Russian aristocracy through the story of a family losing their
estate and beloved cherry orchard. Themes of change, memory, and social upheaval are woven into
the characters’ interactions. Chekhov blends humor and tragedy to capture the bittersweet passage
of time.

6. Gooseberries by Anton Chekhov
Part of Chekhov’s "The Little Trilogy," this story reflects on happiness, ambition, and the illusions
people create to find contentment. A man’s dream of owning a country estate is contrasted with the
harsh realities of life and human nature. Chekhov’s nuanced narrative questions the true meaning of
fulfillment.

7. The Bet by Anton Chekhov
This intense short story explores themes of human nature, freedom, and the value of life through a
bet made between a banker and a young lawyer. The lawyer agrees to spend fifteen years in solitary
confinement to win a large sum of money, leading to profound personal transformation. Chekhov
examines the costs of isolation and materialism.

8. About Love by Anton Chekhov
A reflective story that delves into the complexities and contradictions of love. Through a series of
conversations, Chekhov reveals the bittersweet nature of romantic relationships and the often
unspoken emotions that accompany them. The narrative captures the vulnerability and
misunderstandings inherent in love.

9. In the Ravine by Anton Chekhov
This novella exposes the dark undercurrents of provincial life, focusing on greed, corruption, and
moral decay within a small town. The story centers on a family’s struggles and the destructive impact
of their actions on the community. Chekhov’s vivid portrayal highlights the social problems of his time
with psychological depth.
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