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commonlit answers

a very old man with enormous wings commonlit answers serves as a crucial resource for
students and educators exploring Gabriel Garcia Marquez's renowned short story. This article delves
into the comprehensive answers provided by CommonLit that illuminate the thematic depth,
character analysis, and literary devices found in "A Very Old Man with Enormous Wings."
Understanding these commonlit answers aids readers in grasping the complex interplay between
magical realism and human nature as portrayed in the story. The article also discusses the
significance of symbolism, setting, and narrative perspective, which are key components highlighted
in the commonlit materials. By examining these answers, readers can enhance their critical thinking
and literary analysis skills. This guide will cover the story’s summary, major themes, character
insights, and important discussion questions found in the commonlit answers. The following table of
contents outlines the main topics discussed in this article.
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Overview of "A Very Old Man with Enormous Wings"

"A Very Old Man with Enormous Wings" is a short story by Gabriel Garcia Marquez that blends magical
realism with social commentary. The narrative recounts the arrival of an old man with wings in a small
town, sparking curiosity, skepticism, and exploitation among the villagers. The story unfolds through
the perspective of Pelayo and Elisenda, a couple who discover the winged man and react with a
mixture of fear and opportunism. This overview provides the foundational understanding necessary
for engaging with the commonlit answers to the story’s questions.

Plot Summary

The story begins when Pelayo finds the old man in his courtyard after a storm. Despite his angelic
wings, the man is frail and dirty, provoking confusion rather than admiration. The villagers gather,
speculating about his origin and nature. Elisenda converts the situation into a profitable spectacle,



charging admission. Meanwhile, the old man remains passive, enduring mistreatment and
indifference. Eventually, he regains strength and flies away, leaving the community to reflect on their
treatment of him.

Context and Author Background

Gabriel Garcia Marquez, a Nobel Prize-winning Colombian author, is renowned for popularizing
magical realism. His works often juxtapose the ordinary with the extraordinary, challenging readers to
reconsider reality and belief systems. Understanding this context enriches the interpretation of "A
Very Old Man with Enormous Wings" and is emphasized in commonlit answer guides.

Key Themes Explored in CommonlLit Answers

The commonlit answers highlight several core themes central to the story’s message. These themes
underscore the complexity of human behavior and societal attitudes toward the unknown and the
miraculous.

Human Nature and Compassion

The story critiques human tendency toward cruelty, exploitation, and ignorance. CommonLit answers
emphasize how the villagers’ treatment of the old man reflects a lack of empathy and understanding.
This theme invites readers to question their own responses to difference and suffering.

Faith and Skepticism

Religious belief and doubt are juxtaposed throughout the narrative. The villagers’ inability to
determine whether the old man is an angel reveals their conflicted faith and reliance on dogma.
CommonlLit answers explore how this tension drives much of the story’s conflict and symbolism.

The Mundane versus the Magical

Magical realism is at the heart of the story, blending the ordinary with the supernatural. The old
man’s wings symbolize the coexistence of the mystical within everyday life. CommonlLit responses
analyze how this blending challenges readers’ perceptions and enhances the narrative’s thematic
richness.



Character Analysis and Interpretation

Understanding the characters is vital to grasping the story’s deeper meanings. CommonlLit answers
provide detailed character studies that reveal motivations, symbolic roles, and thematic functions.

Pelayo and Elisenda

This couple represents practical and self-interested human behavior. Their initial horror gives way to
opportunism as they monetize the old man’s presence. CommonLit answers detail how their actions
critique societal indifference and greed.

The Old Man with Enormous Wings

He embodies mystery and the divine, yet appears vulnerable and human. His ambiguous nature
prompts questions about the nature of miracles and the human capacity for recognition and kindness.
The commonlit answers explore his symbolic ambiguity and narrative function.

Father Gonzaga

As the local priest, Father Gonzaga embodies institutional religion and skepticism. His inability to
validate the old man’s angelic status reflects the limitations of rigid belief systems. CommonlLit
responses analyze his role as a foil to the mystical elements in the story.

Symbolism and Literary Devices

CommonlLit answers thoroughly dissect the literary techniques Garcia Marquez employs to enhance
the story’s impact. Symbolism and narrative style are particularly emphasized.

Symbolism of Wings

The old man’s wings symbolize both spiritual transcendence and earthly burden. CommonLit answers
explain how this dual symbolism challenges simplistic interpretations of divinity and suffering.

Use of Magical Realism

The narrative’s blending of the fantastic and the real is a hallmark of magical realism. CommonlLit



materials highlight how this device unsettles reader expectations and deepens thematic exploration.

Narrative Tone and Perspective

The story’s detached, matter-of-fact tone contrasts with the extraordinary events, creating irony and
subtle critique. CommonLit answers discuss how this tone influences reader interpretation.

Commonlit Discussion Questions and Answers

CommonlLit provides targeted questions designed to facilitate classroom discussion and
comprehension. The answers offer insightful explanations that clarify complex aspects of the text.

Sample Questions

What does the old man symbolize in the story?

How do the villagers’ reactions reflect broader societal attitudes?

In what ways does the story challenge traditional religious beliefs?

How does the author use magical realism to convey his message?

What role does neglect and exploitation play in the narrative?

Answer Highlights

CommonlLit answers emphasize the symbolic ambiguity of the old man, the critique of human
selfishness, and the interplay between faith and doubt. They also clarify how magical realism serves
as a narrative strategy to question reality and expose human flaws.

How to Use CommonlLit Answers Effectively

To maximize the benefit of a very old man with enormous wings commonlit answers, it is important to
approach them as guides rather than definitive interpretations. These answers provide frameworks for
analysis, encourage critical thinking, and support textual evidence use.



Strategies for Students

Read the story carefully before consulting answers to form initial impressions.

Use the answers to compare and contrast personal interpretations.

Highlight key themes and literary devices identified in the answers.

Engage in discussions to deepen understanding using the commonlit questions.

Apply the answers as models for writing analytical essays.

Strategies for Educators

Teachers can utilize commonlit answers to structure lesson plans, create discussion prompts, and
assess student understanding. Incorporating these resources fosters a comprehensive and nuanced
study of the story.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'A Very Old Man with Enormous
Wings'?

The main theme of the story is the critique of human nature, particularly how people react to the
extraordinary and the unknown, often with cruelty, ignorance, and exploitation.

How does Gabriel Garcia Marquez use magical realism in 'A
Very Old Man with Enormous Wings'?

Marquez uses magical realism by blending fantastical elements, like the old man with wings, into a
realistic setting, treating the supernatural as ordinary to explore complex social and human issues.

What role do the villagers play in the story 'A Very Old Man
with Enormous Wings'?

The villagers represent society's curiosity, ignorance, and tendency to exploit the unknown. They
mistreat the old man, showing a lack of compassion and understanding.

How is the old man with wings portrayed in the story?

The old man is portrayed as mysterious and weak, with enormous wings that suggest he might be an



angel, but his human frailty and others' treatment reveal themes of suffering and misunderstanding.

What is the significance of the wings in 'A Very Old Man with
Enormous Wings'?

The wings symbolize the supernatural and the divine, but their presence also highlights the conflict
between the miraculous and the mundane, and society's inability to recognize true grace.

How does the story 'A Very Old Man with Enormous Wings'
end and what does it signify?

The story ends with the old man flying away, signifying hope and transcendence despite human
cruelty, and suggesting that the extraordinary cannot be contained or fully understood by ordinary
people.

Additional Resources

1. "A Very Old Man with Enormous Wings" by Gabriel Garcia Marquez

This magical realist short story tells the tale of a mysterious old man with wings who appears in a
small village. The story explores themes of human nature, faith, and the supernatural, as villagers
react with curiosity, exploitation, and indifference. It highlights the contrast between the mundane
and the miraculous.

2. "One Hundred Years of Solitude" by Gabriel Garcia Marquez

A landmark novel in magical realism, it chronicles the Buendia family over several generations in the
fictional town of Macondo. The narrative blends the ordinary with the extraordinary, much like the
story of the old man with wings, reflecting on time, memory, and the cyclical nature of history.

3. "The Metamorphosis" by Franz Kafka

This novella tells the story of Gregor Samsa, who wakes up transformed into a giant insect. Like the
old man with wings, Gregor’s transformation isolates him from society, provoking themes of
alienation, identity, and human empathy.

4. "The Alchemist" by Paulo Coelho

A philosophical novel about a shepherd named Santiago who embarks on a journey to find treasure
and fulfill his personal legend. The story weaves magical and spiritual elements, echoing the blend of
the mystical and the everyday found in Marquez's tale.

5. "The Little Prince" by Antoine de Saint-Exupéry

This novella uses a child’s perspective to explore profound truths about love, loss, and human nature.
The presence of fantastical elements alongside simple, human experiences resonates with the
themes of wonder and misunderstanding in the old man with wings.

6. "The Strange Library" by Haruki Murakami

A surreal and haunting short novel about a boy trapped in a mysterious library. It shares with
Marquez’s story a blend of the bizarre and the mundane, exploring themes of confinement,
imagination, and the passage between reality and fantasy.



7. "Blindness" by José Saramago

This novel depicts a society struck by an epidemic of sudden blindness, leading to chaos and moral
decay. The allegorical nature of the story and its examination of human behavior in extraordinary
circumstances parallels the social commentary in "A Very Old Man with Enormous Wings."

8. "The House of the Spirits" by Isabel Allende

A multigenerational saga incorporating magical realism, this novel explores political and personal
upheavals in Latin America. Like Marquez's work, it blends the supernatural with historical reality to
illuminate human struggles and resilience.

9. "The Death of Ivan llyich" by Leo Tolstoy

This novella centers on a high-court judge confronting his own mortality. Its introspective exploration
of life, death, and the meaning of existence complements the themes of suffering and transcendence
found in the story of the old man with wings.
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