
acts chapter 7 questions and answers
acts chapter 7 questions and answers provide an insightful exploration into one of the most
significant chapters in the New Testament. Acts chapter 7 details the speech of Stephen, the first
Christian martyr, who recounts the history of Israel and confronts religious leaders with powerful
truths. This article will offer a detailed examination of key questions and answers related to Acts
chapter 7, helping readers deepen their understanding of its theological themes, historical context,
and spiritual lessons. The content will address the background of Stephen’s speech, the major points
he makes about Israel’s history, and the implications of his message. Whether for study groups,
sermon preparation, or personal reflection, these questions and answers will illuminate the chapter’s
rich narrative and doctrinal significance. Following the introduction, a table of contents will guide
readers through the main topics covered.

Overview of Acts Chapter 7

Key Themes in Stephen’s Speech

Important Figures Mentioned in Acts 7

Answers to Frequently Asked Questions

Application of Acts Chapter 7 to Modern Faith

Overview of Acts Chapter 7
Acts chapter 7 is a pivotal chapter in the Book of Acts, presenting Stephen’s defense before the
Sanhedrin. His speech offers a comprehensive summary of Israel’s history, starting from Abraham
and extending to Solomon’s temple. This chapter highlights the rejection of God’s messengers
throughout history, culminating in the rejection and martyrdom of Stephen himself. The chapter
ends with a dramatic account of Stephen’s death, marking the first Christian martyrdom and the
beginning of widespread persecution against the early church.

Context of Stephen’s Speech
Stephen, one of the seven appointed to serve the early church, is accused of blasphemy. In response,
he delivers a lengthy speech recounting God’s faithfulness to Israel despite repeated rejection by its
leaders. His address serves as both a historical review and a rebuke to the Jewish authorities. The
speech is significant for its theological depth and its role in the narrative of early Christian
persecution.

Structure of the Speech
The speech can be divided into several parts:



Introduction and summary of patriarchs’ faith (Abraham, Joseph)

Focus on Moses and the Exodus

Discussion of the wilderness period and the tabernacle

Reference to David and Solomon’s temple

Accusation against the Jewish leaders for resisting the Holy Spirit

Conclusion with Stephen’s vision and his martyrdom

Key Themes in Stephen’s Speech
Stephen’s address in Acts chapter 7 is rich with theological and historical themes that are essential
for understanding early Christian belief and Jewish history. These themes shed light on the
development of early Christian identity and the reasons for conflict with religious authorities.

God’s Faithfulness Despite Human Rejection
A major theme is God’s continuous faithfulness to His people, even when they repeatedly reject His
prophets and messengers. Stephen emphasizes how the Israelites rejected patriarchs, Moses, and
ultimately Jesus, showing a pattern of resistance to divine guidance.

The Temple and True Worship
Stephen challenges the Sanhedrin’s attachment to the temple by highlighting that God does not
dwell in man-made structures alone. He references Solomon’s temple but also points out that God’s
presence transcends physical buildings, emphasizing the importance of true worship.

Fulfillment of God’s Promises
Stephen recounts how God’s promises to Abraham and the patriarchs were fulfilled through the
history of Israel. This theme underscores the continuity between the Old Testament promises and
their fulfillment in the new covenant through Jesus Christ.

Important Figures Mentioned in Acts 7
The chapter references numerous key biblical figures, each playing a role in the unfolding story of
God’s plan. Understanding these characters helps clarify the message Stephen conveys to his
audience.



Abraham
Stephen begins by recalling God’s call to Abraham to leave his homeland and inherit the promised
land. This establishes the foundation of the covenant and God’s plan for His people.

Joseph
Joseph’s story illustrates God’s providence in preserving Israel through difficult circumstances.
Stephen highlights how Joseph’s rise to power in Egypt was part of God’s plan to save His people
during famine.

Moses
Moses is central to Stephen’s speech. He recounts Moses’ upbringing, leadership during the Exodus,
and the giving of the law. Stephen emphasizes Moses’ role as a prophet and mediator between God
and Israel.

David and Solomon
Stephen mentions King David as the ancestor of Solomon, who built the temple. This reference
connects Israel’s royal history to the temple, which was highly significant to Jewish identity.

Answers to Frequently Asked Questions
This section provides clear answers to common questions about Acts chapter 7, helping readers
better grasp the chapter’s content and significance.

Why Did Stephen Give Such a Long Speech?
Stephen’s lengthy speech serves as a defense against the accusations of blasphemy by recounting
the history of Israel and demonstrating that the rejection of Jesus fits a pattern of rejecting God’s
messengers. It was meant to convict the Sanhedrin of their hypocrisy and unbelief.

What Is the Significance of Stephen’s Vision?
At the end of the chapter, Stephen sees Jesus standing at the right hand of God. This vision signifies
divine approval and the fulfillment of Jesus’ resurrection and exaltation. It also serves as
encouragement for believers facing persecution.



How Does Acts 7 Connect the Old Testament to the New
Testament?
Stephen’s speech bridges the Old Testament narratives with the New Testament message by
showing how Jesus is the fulfillment of God’s promises made to the patriarchs. It highlights
continuity in God’s plan and the culmination in Christ.

Why Was Stephen Martyred?
Stephen was martyred because his speech exposed the religious leaders’ rejection of God’s plan and
Jesus. His bold proclamation and accusations angered the Sanhedrin, leading to his stoning.

What Can Modern Readers Learn from Acts Chapter 7?
Modern readers can learn about the importance of faithfulness, the dangers of rejecting God’s
messengers, and the significance of true worship beyond physical structures. The chapter also
encourages perseverance amid opposition.

Application of Acts Chapter 7 to Modern Faith
Acts chapter 7 holds valuable lessons for contemporary believers. The chapter’s themes remain
relevant for understanding challenges in faith, church leadership, and spiritual commitment.

Encouragement to Remain Faithful
Stephen’s example encourages believers to remain steadfast in their faith, even when facing hostility
or misunderstanding. His courage in witnessing for Christ is a model for modern discipleship.

Understanding God’s Sovereignty in History
The chapter reminds believers that God is sovereign over history and fulfills His promises despite
human obstacles. This assurance strengthens trust in God’s plan in uncertain times.

Warning Against Hypocrisy and Rejection of Truth
Stephen’s rebuke of the Jewish leaders serves as a caution against hypocrisy and the danger of
resisting God’s truth. It calls for self-examination and openness to the Holy Spirit’s work.

Emphasizing Spiritual Worship
The teaching that God’s presence is not confined to buildings challenges believers to focus on



genuine, spirit-led worship rather than ritualistic practices. This has implications for personal
devotion and church life.

Stephen’s speech as a historical and theological summary1.

The pattern of rejecting God’s messengers2.

The significance of Jesus as the fulfillment of prophecy3.

The call for faithfulness amid persecution4.

The importance of spiritual worship and true devotion5.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Acts Chapter 7?
The main theme of Acts Chapter 7 is the speech of Stephen, the first Christian martyr, who recounts
the history of Israel and accuses the Jewish leaders of resisting the Holy Spirit and betraying and
murdering Jesus.

Who delivers the speech in Acts Chapter 7?
Stephen delivers the speech in Acts Chapter 7 before the Sanhedrin, the Jewish council.

How does Stephen describe the history of Israel in his speech?
Stephen outlines the history of Israel from Abraham, through Joseph, Moses, the Exodus, the
wilderness wanderings, the giving of the Law, and the construction of the Temple, emphasizing
God's guidance and the people's repeated disobedience.

What accusation does Stephen make against the Jewish
leaders in Acts 7?
Stephen accuses the Jewish leaders of resisting the Holy Spirit, betraying, and murdering Jesus, the
Righteous One.

What is the reaction of the council to Stephen's speech?
The council becomes enraged by Stephen's speech, and they drag him out of the city to stone him to
death.



How does Stephen respond to his execution?
Stephen prays for forgiveness for his killers, saying, 'Lord, do not hold this sin against them,' and he
asks Jesus to receive his spirit.

What significance does Acts Chapter 7 hold in the New
Testament?
Acts Chapter 7 is significant as it records the first Christian martyrdom, exemplifies bold witness to
faith, and highlights the transition of the early church from a Jewish context to a wider mission.

What does Stephen say about the Temple in his speech?
Stephen points out that God does not dwell in houses made by human hands, referring to the
Temple, implying that God's presence is not confined to the physical Temple alone.

Additional Resources
1. Understanding Acts Chapter 7: A Comprehensive Q&A Guide
This book delves into the detailed questions and answers surrounding Acts chapter 7, offering
readers a clear understanding of Stephen's speech and his martyrdom. It breaks down complex
theological themes and historical contexts, making the chapter accessible for Bible study groups and
individual learners. The guide includes thought-provoking questions that encourage deeper
reflection on early Christian history.

2. Acts 7 Explained: Insights and Answers for Believers
Aimed at both new believers and seasoned Christians, this book provides insightful answers to
common questions about Acts chapter 7. It explores the significance of Stephen’s defense before the
Sanhedrin and the implications of his message for the early church. The explanations are grounded
in biblical scholarship and practical application.

3. Stephen’s Speech in Acts 7: Questions and Reflections
Focusing specifically on Stephen’s powerful speech, this book presents a series of questions and
answers that help readers unpack its meaning. It addresses themes such as faith, persecution, and
the fulfillment of God’s promises. The reflective questions encourage readers to connect the ancient
text with contemporary faith challenges.

4. Acts Chapter 7 Study Guide: Questions and Answers for Groups
Designed for group study settings, this guide offers structured questions and detailed answers to
facilitate discussion on Acts chapter 7. It includes background information on the historical and
cultural context of the chapter, helping groups to engage more deeply with the text. Supplementary
notes provide clarity on key verses and theological insights.

5. The Martyrdom of Stephen: Exploring Acts Chapter 7 Q&A
This book centers on the theme of martyrdom as presented in Acts 7, providing answers to questions
about Stephen’s faith and courage. It examines the significance of his death for the early Christian
movement and its impact on believers today. Readers gain a greater appreciation for the cost of
discipleship and the power of witness.



6. Acts 7: Biblical Questions Answered
A concise yet thorough resource that addresses frequently asked questions about Acts chapter 7. It
offers verse-by-verse explanations and contextual analysis to clarify the events and messages within
the chapter. This book is ideal for students, pastors, and anyone seeking a straightforward
understanding of Stephen’s speech.

7. Exploring the Themes of Acts Chapter 7: Q&A for Deeper Faith
This book highlights the major themes of Acts 7, such as justice, prophecy, and divine revelation,
through a series of well-crafted questions and answers. It encourages readers to explore how these
themes resonate in their personal faith journeys. The reflective format makes it suitable for
devotional reading or teaching.

8. Acts Chapter 7: Historical and Theological Q&A
Providing a blend of historical background and theological interpretation, this book answers critical
questions about the context and meaning of Acts 7. It explains the relationship between Stephen’s
speech and Old Testament history, illuminating the continuity of God’s plan. The book is a valuable
tool for scholars and students alike.

9. Questions and Answers on Acts 7: Learning from Stephen’s Witness
This resource focuses on the lessons that can be drawn from Stephen’s testimony as recorded in
Acts chapter 7. Through targeted questions and thoughtful answers, it guides readers to understand
the courage and conviction behind Stephen’s words. The book aims to inspire readers to live boldly
in their own faith.
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