
africa in 1914 map worksheet

africa in 1914 map worksheet serves as an essential educational tool to
explore the geopolitical landscape of Africa during the early 20th century.
This period was marked by intense colonial activity, where European powers
controlled almost the entire continent, shaping its political boundaries and
influencing its cultural and economic development. Understanding the map of
Africa in 1914 helps students and historians alike to analyze the effects of
imperialism, the distribution of colonies, and the groundwork for future
conflicts and independence movements. The worksheet typically includes
detailed maps highlighting colonial possessions, indigenous territories, and
key geographic features relevant to that era. This article delves into the
significance of the africa in 1914 map worksheet, the historical context
behind the map, the major colonial powers involved, and how educators can
effectively use this resource in teaching.
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Historical Context of Africa in 1914
The africa in 1914 map worksheet reflects a continent largely divided by
European colonial powers following the "Scramble for Africa" during the late
19th and early 20th centuries. By 1914, Africa was almost entirely
partitioned among Britain, France, Germany, Belgium, Portugal, Italy, and
Spain. This division ignored indigenous populations and traditional
territories, leading to numerous social and political complexities. The year
1914 is particularly significant as it marks the beginning of World War I,
which impacted colonial holdings and the global balance of power.
Understanding this historical backdrop is crucial for interpreting the
geopolitical dynamics illustrated by the map worksheet.

The Scramble for Africa
The Scramble for Africa was a rapid invasion and occupation of African
territory by European powers between 1881 and 1914. The Berlin Conference of
1884–85 formalized colonial claims and set rules for annexation. This period



saw a vast expansion of European influence, resulting in nearly 90% of Africa
falling under foreign control by 1914. The africa in 1914 map worksheet
highlights these territorial divisions and the administrative structures
imposed by colonial rulers.

Pre-World War I Geopolitics
In 1914, the geopolitical situation in Africa was influenced by the impending
global conflict of World War I. Colonial powers fortified their holdings,
anticipating the strategic importance of African resources and territories.
The map worksheet captures the state of colonial boundaries just before the
war, providing insight into the political tensions and alliances that would
affect Africa during the conflict and afterward.

Key Features of the Africa in 1914 Map
Worksheet
The africa in 1914 map worksheet includes detailed representations of
territorial boundaries, colonial possessions, and key geographic markers
relevant to the period. It is designed to aid in visualizing the complex
overlay of European control on the African continent. Key features typically
displayed on the worksheet include colonial territories, indigenous kingdoms,
major cities, rivers, and trade routes.

Colonial Boundaries and Territories
The worksheet clearly delineates the borders of colonial possessions, which
often cut through ethnic and cultural groups. These boundaries were drawn
with little regard for the continent’s diverse populations, a fact that the
map helps to illustrate. Labels identify each colonial power’s areas, such as
British East Africa or French West Africa.

Geographic and Political Landmarks
In addition to political boundaries, the africa in 1914 map worksheet
highlights significant geographic features such as the Nile River, Sahara
Desert, and major lakes. These natural landmarks played a crucial role in
shaping colonial administration and economic exploitation. Political
landmarks, including colonial capitals and major trading hubs, are also
featured to provide context for the era’s economic activities.



European Colonial Powers and Their Territories
The africa in 1914 map worksheet prominently displays the territories
controlled by the major European powers in Africa. Each colonial empire’s
spatial extent is marked, illustrating the dominance of European nations on
the continent. The following list outlines the primary colonial powers and
their respective regions in Africa as represented on the map.

United Kingdom: Controlled vast territories including Egypt, Sudan,
South Africa, Nigeria, Kenya, and Uganda.

France: Held extensive areas in West and Central Africa, such as
Algeria, Senegal, French West Africa, and Madagascar.

Germany: Possessed colonies including German East Africa (present-day
Tanzania), Cameroon, and Southwest Africa (Namibia).

Belgium: Controlled the Congo Free State (later Belgian Congo), a vast
and resource-rich territory.

Portugal: Administered Angola and Mozambique along the western and
eastern coasts.

Italy: Held territories in Libya and parts of the Horn of Africa,
including Eritrea and Italian Somaliland.

Spain: Controlled small enclaves such as Spanish Sahara and Equatorial
Guinea.

British Colonial Empire
The British Empire was the largest colonial power in Africa by 1914. Its
territories spanned key strategic regions, facilitating control over
important trade routes and resources. The africa in 1914 map worksheet
underscores Britain’s dominance in East and Southern Africa, highlighting the
interconnected nature of its colonies.

French Colonial Holdings
France controlled vast swaths of West and Central Africa, establishing a
network of colonies that formed French West Africa and French Equatorial
Africa. The map worksheet demonstrates the geographic expanse and
administrative divisions of French holdings, reflecting France’s imperial
ambitions and economic interests.



Impact of Colonial Boundaries on Africa
The africa in 1914 map worksheet not only illustrates territorial divisions
but also serves as a reference for understanding the lasting impact of
colonial boundaries on Africa’s political and social landscape. These lines
drawn on maps often disregarded ethnic, linguistic, and cultural realities,
leading to long-term consequences for the continent.

Disruption of Indigenous Societies
Colonial boundaries frequently split ethnic groups or forced rival
communities into the same administrative units. This disruption is evident on
the africa in 1914 map worksheet, where territorial borders cut across
traditional territories. Such divisions sowed seeds of conflict and
complicated post-colonial nation-building efforts.

Legacy of Artificial Borders
Many of the borders established during the colonial period remain in place
today, continuing to influence African geopolitics. The africa in 1914 map
worksheet provides a visual context to these enduring boundaries, helping
explain ongoing challenges related to national identity, governance, and
regional conflicts.

How to Use the Africa in 1914 Map Worksheet in
Education
The africa in 1914 map worksheet is a versatile educational resource that
enhances learning about Africa’s colonial history and geography. It can be
employed in classrooms to foster critical thinking, map-reading skills, and
historical analysis.

Classroom Activities and Exercises
Educators can use the worksheet to engage students in activities such as:

Identifying colonial powers and their territories on the map.

Comparing pre-colonial and colonial boundaries to understand changes.

Analyzing the influence of geography on colonial administration and
trade.

Discussing the implications of colonial borders for modern African
states.



Enhancing Historical Understanding
Using the africa in 1914 map worksheet helps students grasp the complexities
of imperialism and the political geography of early 20th-century Africa. It
provides a foundation for exploring subsequent historical events, including
the World Wars, decolonization, and the formation of independent nations.

Frequently Asked Questions

What major colonial powers controlled Africa in 1914
as shown on the map worksheet?
In 1914, the major colonial powers controlling Africa were Britain, France,
Germany, Belgium, Portugal, Italy, and Spain.

How did the borders of African countries in 1914
differ from modern-day Africa?
The 1914 map shows Africa divided primarily into colonies controlled by
European powers, with borders drawn by colonial rulers, which differ
significantly from the modern independent countries' borders.

Which African region was predominantly under German
control in 1914 according to the map worksheet?
In 1914, German control in Africa was mainly in areas known as German East
Africa (present-day Tanzania, Rwanda, and Burundi), German Southwest Africa
(Namibia), and Cameroon.

What significant event related to Africa and its map
occurred shortly after 1914?
Shortly after 1914, World War I led to the redistribution of German colonies
in Africa among the Allied powers, changing the colonial map significantly.

Why is the 1914 Africa map worksheet important for
understanding colonial history?
The 1914 Africa map worksheet provides a visual representation of colonial
territories before World War I, helping to understand the extent of European
imperialism and its impact on Africa's political boundaries.



Additional Resources
1. African Territories in 1914: A Historical Cartography
This book offers a detailed examination of the African continent as it
appeared on maps in 1914, just before the outbreak of World War I. It
explores the colonial boundaries established by European powers and the
geopolitical implications of these divisions. Readers gain insight into the
historical context of Africa’s territorial organization and the legacy of
colonialism reflected in early 20th-century cartography.

2. Mapping Africa: The 1914 Colonial Landscape
Focusing on the cartographic representation of Africa in 1914, this work
delves into the intricacies of colonial borders and the role of maps in
imperial strategy. It highlights the competing interests of European nations
and how these were visually encoded in maps of the time. The book also
discusses the impact of these borders on indigenous populations and
subsequent African history.

3. The Scramble for Africa: Borders and Maps in 1914
This title explores the period known as the Scramble for Africa, culminating
in the pre-World War I territorial divisions depicted in 1914 maps. It
analyzes how European powers negotiated and enforced territorial claims and
the consequences for African societies. The book serves as a crucial resource
for understanding the geopolitical landscape of Africa on the eve of global
conflict.

4. Africa Before Independence: The 1914 Map and Its Stories
Providing context to the 1914 map of Africa, this book narrates the stories
behind the borders and territories before African nations gained
independence. It examines colonial administration, local resistance, and the
socio-political realities shaped by imperial rule. The book aims to deepen
understanding of the historical forces that shaped modern Africa.

5. Colonial Boundaries in Africa: A 1914 Perspective
This work concentrates on the establishment and significance of colonial
boundaries in Africa as marked in 1914. It discusses the processes through
which these borders were drawn, often arbitrarily, and the lasting effects on
African ethnic groups and political stability. The book is valuable for
students of history, geography, and political science interested in colonial
legacies.

6. 1914 Africa: A Geopolitical Snapshot
This book offers a concise yet comprehensive overview of Africa’s
geopolitical state in 1914 through the lens of contemporary maps. It
contextualizes the continent’s division among European colonial powers and
the strategic interests at play. The narrative connects the map’s territorial
details with broader historical events leading up to World War I.

7. Imperial Cartography: Africa’s 1914 Map and Colonial Ambitions
Examining the role of imperial cartography, this book reveals how maps of
Africa in 1914 were tools of colonial ambition and control. It discusses the



technical and political aspects of map-making and how these influenced
perceptions of territory and sovereignty. The book sheds light on the
intersection of geography, power, and imperialism.

8. Africa on the Eve of War: Mapping 1914
This title investigates Africa’s political and territorial landscape on the
eve of World War I, as represented in 1914 maps. It highlights the tensions
and alliances among colonial powers and indigenous groups during this pivotal
period. The book provides a nuanced understanding of the continent’s place in
global affairs at the time.

9. From Colonies to Nations: Understanding Africa’s 1914 Borders
This book traces the evolution of Africa’s borders from the colonial era
depicted in 1914 maps to the emergence of independent nations. It explores
the challenges posed by these inherited boundaries and their impact on post-
colonial state-building. Readers will find a thorough analysis of how
historical maps continue to influence modern African geopolitics.
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