after twenty years answer key

after twenty years answer key provides a comprehensive understanding and
detailed solutions to the short story "After Twenty Years" by 0. Henry. This
article explores key aspects such as the plot summary, character analysis,
themes, and literary devices used in the story. It serves as a valuable
resource for students, educators, and literature enthusiasts looking to
deepen their comprehension and prepare for exams or discussions. With a clear
breakdown of the story’s elements, this answer key enhances the learning
experience and aids in identifying important takeaways. The article also
covers common questions and answers related to the narrative, helping readers
grasp the nuances and moral implications of the text. Below is a structured
overview of the main sections for easy navigation and study.

Plot Summary of After Twenty Years

Main Characters and Their Roles

Themes and Motifs in After Twenty Years

Literary Devices and Style

Frequently Asked Questions and Answers

Plot Summary of After Twenty Years

The plot of "After Twenty Years" revolves around two old friends who made a
pact to meet at a specific location after twenty years. The story opens with
a policeman patrolling the streets late at night, where he encounters a man
waiting by a restaurant. This man, named Bob, explains to the officer that he
is waiting for his old friend, Jimmy Wells, with whom he made the meeting
arrangement two decades prior. The story unfolds as the policeman leaves,
only to return with a note revealing a surprising twist about the identity of
the man waiting and the fate of his friend.

Key Events

The narrative progresses through a series of concise yet impactful events:

e Bob's arrival and waiting at the designated spot.
e Conversation between Bob and the policeman.

e The policeman's departure and subsequent return with a note.



e The revelation of the true identity of the policeman.

e The moral resolution implied by the ending.

Main Characters and Their Roles

The story features a small but significant cast of characters, each
contributing to the story’s development and thematic depth. Understanding
these characters is essential for interpreting the narrative effectively.

Bob

Bob is one of the two friends who agreed to meet after twenty years. He is
portrayed as a successful man who has remained true to his word by showing up
on time. His character represents loyalty, determination, and the passage of
time’'s impact on relationships.

Jimmy Wells

Jimmy is Bob’s friend who was supposed to meet him after twenty years.
Although initially absent, his presence is revealed through the policeman,
who is later identified as Jimmy. His role emphasizes themes of duty, change,
and sacrifice.

The Policeman

The policeman initially appears as a minor character but is ultimately key to
the story’s twist. His identity as Jimmy Wells adds complexity to the
narrative, highlighting themes of justice and friendship.

Themes and Motifs in After Twenty Years

The story explores several universal themes that resonate with readers and
offer insight into human nature and societal values. The after twenty years
answer key identifies and explains these themes to enhance comprehension.

Loyalty and Friendship

The central theme is the enduring nature of friendship and loyalty,
demonstrated by the two friends’ commitment to meeting after two decades. The
story questions the constancy of human bonds over time and distance.



Change and Time

Time’'s passage is a powerful force in the narrative, affecting characters
physically and morally. The contrast between Bob’s unchanged appearance and
Jimmy’s transformation into a policeman underscores this motif.

Justice and Morality

The story grapples with moral dilemmas, particularly through Jimmy’'s role as
a law enforcer who must confront his old friend. It raises questions about
duty versus personal loyalty and the complexities of ethical decisions.

Fate and Irony

0. Henry’s signature use of irony culminates in a surprising ending, where
fate plays a cruel role in the reunion. This theme adds depth and encourages
readers to reflect on unexpected outcomes in life.

Literary Devices and Style

0. Henry employs various literary techniques that enrich the story’s impact
and readability. The after twenty years answer key highlights these devices
to facilitate literary analysis.

Irony

The story’s most notable device is situational irony, revealed in the twist
ending where the policeman is actually Jimmy Wells. This irony challenges
reader expectations and emphasizes thematic messages.

Dialogue

Dialogue between characters is used effectively to reveal personality traits
and advance the plot. The conversations are concise but reveal significant
emotional and narrative information.

Symbolism

Objects and settings, such as the designated meeting spot and the note left
by Jimmy, symbolize enduring friendship and the passage of time. These
symbols enhance thematic resonance.



Setting

The urban nighttime setting contributes to the story’s mood of suspense and
mystery. It reflects the themes of isolation and the unknown future.

Frequently Asked Questions and Answers

This section addresses common queries related to "After Twenty Years,"
providing clear and concise answers to support better understanding.

What is the significance of the title "After Twenty
Years"?

The title highlights the central premise of the story — the reunion of two
friends after two decades. It underscores themes of time, change, and the
enduring nature of relationships.

Why does Jimmy Wells not meet Bob in person?

Jimmy, now a policeman, chooses to uphold the law rather than personally
greet Bob, who has become a wanted criminal. This decision reflects the
conflict between personal loyalty and professional duty.

What is the moral lesson of the story?

The story teaches about the complexities of friendship, the inevitability of
change, and the importance of integrity. It also warns about the consequences
of life choices.

How does 0. Henry create suspense in the story?

The author uses a mysterious setting, brief but meaningful dialogue, and the
unexpected twist to maintain suspense and engage readers until the
conclusion.

What role does the setting play in the story?

The setting provides a backdrop that enhances the mood of anticipation and
secrecy, reflecting the hidden truths and transformations experienced by the
characters.



1. Understanding the plot helps grasp the story’s overall message.
2. Recognizing character roles clarifies motivations and conflicts.
3. Identifying themes deepens interpretation of the narrative.

4. Analyzing literary devices reveals the author’s craft and style.

5. Reviewing FAQs consolidates knowledge and aids exam preparation.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'After Twenty Years'?

The main theme of 'After Twenty Years' is loyalty and the passage of time,
exploring how relationships and circumstances change over the years.

Who are the two main characters in 'After Twenty
Years'?

The two main characters are Bob and Jimmy, old friends who arranged to meet
after twenty years.

What is the significance of the meeting place in
'‘After Twenty Years'?

The meeting place, a specific spot in New York City, symbolizes the constancy
of their friendship despite the changes in their lives.

How does the story 'After Twenty Years' end?

The story ends with the revelation that the man Bob is waiting for is
actually an officer who has come to arrest him, highlighting themes of change
and fate.

What is the role of the policeman in 'After Twenty
Years'?

The policeman is actually Jimmy, Bob's old friend, who has become a law
enforcement officer and must uphold his duty despite their friendship.

What lesson can readers learn from 'After Twenty



Years'?

Readers learn about the complexities of friendship, the impact of time on
relationships, and the importance of integrity and duty.

Additional Resources

1. "After Twenty Years" by 0. Henry - The Original Story

This classic short story by 0. Henry explores themes of friendship, loyalty,
and the passage of time. Two friends, who promised to meet after twenty
years, reunite under unexpected circumstances. The story's twist ending
highlights the complexities of human relationships and moral choices.

2. "The Gift of the Magi" by 0. Henry

Another famous short story by 0. Henry, it tells the tale of a young couple
who sacrifice their most prized possessions to buy gifts for each other. This
story beautifully captures the spirit of love and selflessness. Its poignant
ending offers a powerful message about the true value of giving.

3. "The Cop and the Anthem" by 0. Henry

This story centers on a homeless man in New York City who tries to get
arrested so he can spend the winter in jail. It blends humor and irony as the
protagonist’s plans keep failing. The narrative reflects on hope, redemption,
and the desire for a better life.

4. "Two Friends" by Guy de Maupassant

Set during the Franco-Prussian War, this story focuses on two friends who
meet to go fishing but face unexpected danger. It explores themes of
friendship, sacrifice, and the harsh realities of war. The story highlights
the enduring bond between friends even in troubled times.

5. "The Necklace" by Guy de Maupassant

This classic tale follows a woman who borrows a necklace to appear wealthy
but loses it, leading to years of hardship. The story examines themes of
pride, deception, and the consequences of materialism. Its ironic ending
leaves a lasting impression on readers.

6. "Rikki-Tikki-Tavi" by Rudyard Kipling

Part of Kipling's "The Jungle Book," this story is about a brave mongoose who
protects a family from deadly snakes. It emphasizes courage, loyalty, and the
instinct to protect loved ones. The tale is engaging for readers of all ages,
blending adventure with moral lessons.

7. "The Secret Life of Walter Mitty" by James Thurber

This humorous short story depicts a mild-mannered man who escapes his mundane
life through vivid daydreams. It explores themes of imagination, escapism,
and the contrast between fantasy and reality. The story resonates with anyone
who has ever longed for adventure.

8. "The Last Leaf" by 0. Henry



A touching story about hope and sacrifice, it features a young woman who is
gravely ill and believes she will die when the last leaf falls from a vine
outside her window. An old artist paints a leaf to give her hope,
demonstrating the power of selflessness and friendship. This story is a
moving testament to human kindness.

9. "The Open Window" by Saki (H.H. Munro)

This witty and suspenseful story involves a visitor who hears a tragic tale
from a young girl, only to discover the truth is quite different. It explores
themes of deception, storytelling, and the unexpected twists life can offer.
The story’s clever ending surprises readers and encourages skepticism.
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