
after twenty years commonlit answers

after twenty years commonlit answers is a key phrase often searched by students and educators alike

who are seeking detailed explanations and understanding of O. Henry’s short story "After Twenty

Years." This article provides comprehensive after twenty years commonlit answers, focusing on plot

analysis, character exploration, themes, and literary devices used in the story. By examining these

critical elements, readers can better grasp the narrative’s meaning and its relevance in literary studies.

Additionally, this content addresses common questions and provides clear, concise answers to aid

comprehension. With a focus on clarity and depth, this article serves as an essential resource for

those looking for authoritative and well-structured after twenty years commonlit answers. The following

sections will outline the story’s summary, main characters, thematic elements, and frequently asked

questions.

Summary of "After Twenty Years"

Main Characters and Their Roles

Themes and Literary Devices

Common Questions and Answers

Analysis of Setting and Plot Development

Summary of "After Twenty Years"

"After Twenty Years" is a short story by O. Henry that revolves around two old friends who made a

pact to meet at a specific location after twenty years. The narrative unfolds on a quiet New York street



where one friend, a policeman, meets his old companion. The story reveals themes of loyalty, change,

and the passage of time through the unexpected reunion. The plot’s twist ending emphasizes the

complexities of friendship and duty. This summary provides a foundation for understanding the context

in which after twenty years commonlit answers are framed.

Main Characters and Their Roles

The story features two primary characters whose interaction drives the narrative forward.

Understanding their roles is crucial for comprehensive after twenty years commonlit answers.

Bob

Bob is one of the two friends who agreed to meet after twenty years. At the time of their reunion, Bob

has become a successful, wealthy man who has lived abroad. His character symbolizes change and

the consequences of life choices.

Jimmy Wells

Jimmy Wells is the other friend, who has remained in New York and works as a police officer. His role

embodies law, order, and loyalty, which ultimately influences the story’s outcome.

The Policeman

The policeman is a pivotal figure in the story, who is later revealed to be Jimmy Wells himself. His

position highlights the theme of sacrifice and moral duty.



Themes and Literary Devices

Exploring the themes and literary devices in "After Twenty Years" is essential for effective after twenty

years commonlit answers. The story uses various literary techniques to convey its messages.

Themes

Friendship and Loyalty: The story explores the bond between two friends and how loyalty can be

tested over time.

Change and Time: The passage of twenty years illustrates personal growth and change in

circumstances.

Justice and Morality: The conflict between friendship and duty is central to the narrative.

Literary Devices

Irony: The story’s ending is a classic example of situational irony, where expectations are

subverted.

Foreshadowing: Subtle hints throughout the story predict the surprise twist.

Symbolism: The meeting place and the watch Bob carries symbolize time and commitment.



Common Questions and Answers

This section addresses frequently asked questions about "After Twenty Years," providing precise after

twenty years commonlit answers to enhance understanding.

What is the significance of the meeting place?

The meeting place, a dark corner on a New York street, symbolizes the passage of time and the place

where promises are kept. It is also a setting that reflects the story’s mood and tension.

Why does Jimmy Wells arrest Bob?

Jimmy arrests Bob because, despite their friendship, he must uphold the law. Bob is wanted for

criminal activities, and Jimmy faces a moral dilemma that prioritizes justice over personal loyalty.

How does the story illustrate the theme of change?

The story contrasts the lives of the two friends after twenty years, showing how their paths diverged.

Bob’s transformation into a wanted man and Jimmy’s steadfastness as a policeman highlight life’s

unpredictability and change.

Analysis of Setting and Plot Development

The setting and plot are integral to the story’s impact, providing context and driving the narrative’s

emotional depth. Understanding these aspects enriches the after twenty years commonlit answers.



Setting

The story is set in New York City at night, creating an atmosphere of suspense and mystery. The dark,

quiet street corner serves as a metaphor for the unknown future and the tension between past and

present.

Plot Development

The plot unfolds through a brief but impactful encounter between the two friends. The story’s climax

and resolution hinge on the revelation of identities and the moral choices made. This concise yet

powerful development exemplifies O. Henry’s storytelling mastery.

Key Plot Points

Two friends agree to meet after twenty years at a designated spot.

One friend waits patiently, while the other arrives late and is recognized by the policeman.

The policeman discovers the visitor is wanted for crimes and must arrest him.

The twist ending reveals the policeman is actually the other friend, Jimmy Wells.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'After Twenty Years' by O. Henry?

The main theme of 'After Twenty Years' is the enduring nature of friendship and how time and



circumstances can change people.

Who are the two main characters in 'After Twenty Years'?

The two main characters are Bob, who moved west and became a criminal, and Jimmy Wells, who

stayed in New York and became a policeman.

What is the significance of the meeting place in 'After Twenty Years'?

The meeting place, a dark and quiet street corner in New York, symbolizes the passage of time and

the changes that have occurred in the characters’ lives.

How does the story 'After Twenty Years' end?

The story ends with Jimmy Wells arresting Bob, revealing that he is a policeman and that Bob has

become a wanted criminal.

What literary device is prominently used in 'After Twenty Years'?

O. Henry uses irony extensively, especially situational irony, where the anticipated reunion turns into a

moment of betrayal and justice.

Why does Jimmy Wells decide to arrest Bob instead of letting him go?

Jimmy arrests Bob because he is committed to his duty as a policeman, despite their friendship,

showing the conflict between personal loyalty and professional responsibility.

What lesson can readers learn from 'After Twenty Years'?

Readers learn that time changes people and circumstances, but true friendship may still hold

significance even when paths diverge.



How does O. Henry create suspense in 'After Twenty Years'?

O. Henry creates suspense through the mysterious meeting, the ambiguous behavior of the

characters, and the unexpected twist at the end.

What role does the policeman in 'After Twenty Years' play in the plot

twist?

The policeman, who turns out to be Jimmy Wells, is central to the plot twist as he is the one who

arrests Bob, revealing his true identity and the story’s ironic ending.

Additional Resources

1. "The Gift of the Magi" by O. Henry

This classic short story explores themes of love, sacrifice, and irony. Like "After Twenty Years," it

features a twist ending that highlights the unexpected ways people show their care for one another.

The story centers on a young couple who each sacrifice their most prized possession to buy a gift for

the other.

2. "The Necklace" by Guy de Maupassant

A tale of vanity and the consequences of deceit, "The Necklace" follows a woman who borrows a

necklace to appear wealthy but loses it, leading to years of hardship. The story’s ironic ending

underscores themes of appearance versus reality, similar to the surprises in "After Twenty Years."

3. "Thank You, Ma'am" by Langston Hughes

This short story portrays an encounter between a young boy who tries to steal a woman's purse and

the woman who responds with kindness instead of punishment. Themes of trust, compassion, and

second chances resonate, paralleling the emotional depth found in "After Twenty Years."

4. "The Interlopers" by Saki (H.H. Munro)

A story about two feuding men who become trapped together in the woods and ultimately reconcile



before an unexpected fate. It explores themes of enmity, reconciliation, and the unpredictability of life,

much like the themes of loyalty and change in "After Twenty Years."

5. "The Open Window" by Saki (H.H. Munro)

This humorous and ironic story involves a visitor who is deceived by a young girl’s fabricated tale

about her aunt’s tragic past. The story’s use of surprise and deception connects well with the twist

elements in "After Twenty Years."

6. "The Cask of Amontillado" by Edgar Allan Poe

A dark tale of revenge and betrayal, this story follows Montresor as he lures Fortunato into the

catacombs for a deadly punishment. Themes of friendship turned sour and hidden motives echo the

complex relationships seen in "After Twenty Years."

7. "Two Friends" by Guy de Maupassant

Set during the Franco-Prussian War, this story highlights the loyalty and courage of two friends who

risk their lives for one another. The bond of friendship and the testing of loyalty tie closely to the core

themes of "After Twenty Years."

8. "The Story of an Hour" by Kate Chopin

This story explores the brief moment of freedom a woman experiences upon hearing of her husband’s

death, only to face an unexpected twist. Themes of change, freedom, and irony align with the

emotional and thematic currents in "After Twenty Years."

9. "An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge" by Ambrose Bierce

A Civil War-era story with a surprising twist that challenges perceptions of reality and time. Like "After

Twenty Years," it uses unexpected endings to provoke thought about life, death, and human

experience.
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