
ago part of speech

ago part of speech is a fundamental concept in English grammar that often raises questions among
learners and writers. Understanding the part of speech of "ago" is essential for correct sentence
construction and effective communication. This article explores the grammatical classification of
"ago," its function in sentences, and how it differs from similar time expressions. Additionally, it
examines the nuances of its usage, common mistakes, and tips for mastering its application. By the
end of this article, readers will have a comprehensive grasp of the term "ago" and its role within the
English language. The discussion will also include examples and comparisons to enhance clarity and
practical understanding.
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Definition and Basic Usage of "Ago"
The term "ago" is primarily used to indicate a point in the past relative to the present moment. It
specifies how much time has elapsed since a particular event occurred. For example, in the phrase
"two days ago," "ago" helps express that an event happened two days before now. This temporal
reference is crucial for clear communication about past events.

The Part of Speech of "Ago"

Classification as an Adverb
"Ago" functions as an adverb in English grammar. Specifically, it is a time adverb that modifies the
verb or the entire sentence by indicating when an action took place. Unlike conjunctions or
prepositions, "ago" does not connect clauses or show relationships between nouns and other words;
instead, it directly relates to time.



Why "Ago" Is Not a Preposition
Although "ago" relates to time, it is not classified as a preposition because it does not govern a noun
or pronoun. Prepositions typically require an object, such as in "before the meeting" or "after lunch."
"Ago" stands alone after a time expression and does not require additional words to complete its
meaning, which is characteristic of adverbs.

Function and Placement of "Ago" in Sentences

Position After Time Expressions
"Ago" is placed immediately after a time expression indicating a duration, such as minutes, hours,
days, weeks, months, or years. The usual structure is [time period] + "ago," as in "five minutes ago"
or "three years ago." This fixed placement is important for grammatical accuracy and fluency.

Modifying Past Events
The adverb "ago" modifies verbs that describe actions or states in the past. It helps situate events on
a timeline, always referencing the present moment as the anchor point. For example, "She left an
hour ago" clearly states that the departure occurred one hour before now.

Differences Between "Ago" and Similar Time
Expressions

"Ago" vs. "Before"
While both "ago" and "before" relate to past time, they serve different grammatical roles. "Ago" is an
adverb used with a time period to indicate how long before the present something happened. In
contrast, "before" is a preposition or conjunction that relates two points in time, often requiring an
object or clause, as in "before the meeting" or "before he arrived."

"Ago" vs. "Since"
"Since" is a preposition or conjunction indicating the starting point of an action continuing up to the
present, e.g., "since 2010." "Ago" refers to a completed action at a specific time in the past, e.g., "ten
years ago." The two should not be confused because their meanings and grammatical uses differ
fundamentally.

Summary of Differences

Ago: Adverb indicating time elapsed from the present backward.



Before: Preposition/conjunction showing a point earlier than another point in time.

Since: Preposition/conjunction indicating the starting point of a continuing action.

Common Mistakes and Misuse of "Ago"

Incorrect Placement
A frequent error is placing "ago" before the time expression, such as "ago two days" instead of the
correct "two days ago." Maintaining the correct order is essential for grammatical accuracy.

Using "Ago" with Future or Non-specific Times
"Ago" should only be used with past time references. Using it with future events or vague time
expressions leads to confusion or incorrect meaning. For example, "I will leave two days ago" is
incorrect because "ago" cannot refer to future events.

Omission of Time Expression
Another mistake is using "ago" without a preceding time duration. "Ago" needs a specific time
reference, so simply saying "I left ago" is incomplete and incorrect.

Examples of Correct Usage
To illustrate the proper use of "ago," the following sentences demonstrate its role as a time adverb
placed after specific time periods:

She moved to New York five years ago.1.

The meeting ended ten minutes ago.2.

They got married three months ago.3.

I saw that movie a week ago.4.

He graduated from college two decades ago.5.

Each example clearly shows how "ago" functions to anchor an event to a particular time in the past
relative to the present moment.



Frequently Asked Questions

What part of speech is the word 'ago'?
The word 'ago' is an adverb.

How is 'ago' used as an adverb in a sentence?
Ago is used to indicate a time in the past from the present moment, as in 'She left two hours ago.'

Can 'ago' function as any other part of speech besides an
adverb?
No, 'ago' primarily functions as an adverb and is not used as other parts of speech.

Is 'ago' used with past or present tense verbs?
'Ago' is used with past tense verbs to refer to a time before the present, for example, 'He arrived
three days ago.'

Where is the word 'ago' typically placed in a sentence?
'Ago' is typically placed after a time expression and at the end of a sentence or clause, such as 'They
moved here a year ago.'

Additional Resources
1. Understanding Adverbs: The Role of 'Ago' in Time Expressions
This book delves into the use of the adverb "ago," explaining its function in indicating time relative
to the present. It covers various sentence structures where "ago" is commonly used and compares it
with similar expressions like "before" and "since." With clear examples and exercises, readers will
improve their grasp of time-related adverbs in English.

2. Mastering English Grammar: Focus on Temporal Adverbs Including 'Ago'
A comprehensive guide to English grammar, this book dedicates a chapter to temporal adverbs such
as "ago," "yesterday," and "earlier." It explains how "ago" helps anchor past events in time and
highlights common mistakes learners make. The book includes practical tips and quizzes to reinforce
understanding.

3. The Syntax and Semantics of 'Ago' in English
This academic text explores the syntactic placement and semantic implications of the adverb "ago."
It discusses how "ago" interacts with verb tenses and temporal phrases to convey precise timing.
Linguistics students will benefit from its in-depth analysis and comparative studies with other
languages.

4. English Usage Made Simple: When and How to Use 'Ago'
Designed for English learners, this book breaks down the usage of "ago" into simple rules. It



provides examples from daily conversations and written texts to illustrate correct usage. The book
also contrasts "ago" with other time indicators to clarify nuances.

5. Time Expressions in English: A Guide to 'Ago' and Related Words
Focusing on expressions of time, this book thoroughly covers "ago" alongside words like "before,"
"since," and "recently." It explains the chronological perspective each word introduces and offers
exercises to practice distinguishing them. This resource is ideal for ESL students looking to refine
their temporal vocabulary.

6. Practical English Grammar: Using 'Ago' for Clear Time Reference
This practical grammar guide emphasizes clarity in expressing past time by using "ago." It teaches
readers how to structure sentences correctly to avoid ambiguity. The book includes real-life
examples, making it easier for readers to apply the lessons in everyday communication.

7. English Grammar Essentials: Temporal Adverbs with Emphasis on 'Ago'
A concise reference book that covers essential grammar points, including the use of "ago" as a
temporal adverb. It highlights common errors and provides correction strategies. The book is
suitable for intermediate learners aiming to polish their grammar skills.

8. The Language of Time: Exploring 'Ago' in English and Beyond
This book takes a cross-linguistic look at how different languages express past time, focusing on
English's "ago." It offers cultural and historical insights into the evolution of temporal expressions.
Readers interested in comparative linguistics will find this book enlightening.

9. English for Everyday Use: Time Indicators and the Word 'Ago'
Targeted at everyday English speakers, this book simplifies the concept of time indicators, with a
special chapter on "ago." It provides dialogues, stories, and practice exercises to help users
confidently use "ago" in conversation. Its practical approach makes learning engaging and effective.
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