AMERICAN HISTORY UNIT 2 TEST

AMERICAN HISTORY UNIT 2 TEST COVERS A PIVOTAL ERA IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE UNITED STATES/ FOCUSING ON THE
EARLY YEARS OF INDEPENDENCE, THE CRAFTING OF FOUNDATIONAL GOVERNMENT STRUCTURES, AND THE CHALLENGES FACED BY
THE YOUNG NATION. THIS ARTICLE PROVIDES A COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW OF THE KEY TOPICS TYPICALLY ASSESSED IN AN
AMERICAN HISTORY UNIT 2 TEST, INCLUDING THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION/ THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION/ THE
FEDERALIST AND ANTI-FEDERALIST DEBATES, AND THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE FIRST POLITICAL PARTIES. EMPHASIS IS PLACED
ON UNDERSTANDING THE CAUSES AND EFFECTS OF MAJOR EVENTS, AS WELL AS THE SIGNIFICANT FIGURES WHO SHAPED EARLY
AMERICAN POLITICAL THOUGHT AND GOVERNANCE. STUDENTS PREPARING FOR THE AMERICAN HISTORY UNIT 2 TEST WILL BENEFIT
FROM DETAILED EXPLANATIONS AND ORGANIZED CONTENT THAT HIGHLIGHTS ESSENTIAL THEMES AND FACTS. THE FOLLOWING
SECTIONS BREAK DOWN THESE COMPLEX SUBJECTS INTO MANAGEABLE PARTS TO ASSIST IN EFFECTIVE STUDY AND REVIEW.

THe ARTICLES oF CONFEDERATION AND EARLY CHALLENGES

THe ConsTITUTIONAL CONVENTION AND RATIFICATION DEBATE

THE FEDERALIST ERA AND PoLITICAL PARTY FORMATION

Key FIGURES AND THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS

IMPORTANT DOCUMENTS AND THEIR IMPACT

THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION AND EARLY CHALLENGES

THe ARTICLES oF CONFEDERATION SERVED AS THE UNITED STATES' FIRST CONSTITUTION, ESTABLISHING A LOOSE
CONFEDERATION OF SOVEREIGN STATES WITH A WEAK CENTRAL GOVERNMENT. THIS SYSTEM REFLECTED THE COLONISTS’ FEAR OF
CENTRALIZED POWER BUT SOON REVEALED SIGNIFICANT WEAKNESSES IN GOVERNING THE NEW NATION EFFECTIVELY.

STRUCTURE AND POWERS UNDER THE ARTICLES

THE ARTICLES CREATED A UNICAMERAL LEGISLATURE WHERE EACH STATE HAD ONE VOTE, AND THERE WAS NO EXECUTIVE
BRANCH OR FEDERAL JUDICIARY. CONGRESS COULD CONDUCT FOREIGN AFFAIRS, MAINTAIN ARMED FORCES, AND COIN MONEY BUT
LACKED AUTHORITY TO IMPOSE TAXES OR REGULATE COMMERCE BETWEEN STATES.

CHALLENGES FACED BY THE CONFEDERATION GOVERNMENT

SEVERAL DIFFICULTIES AROSE UNDER THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION THAT UNDERMINED NATIONAL UNITY AND ECONOMIC
STABILITY. KEY ISSUES INCLUDED:

® |NABILITY TO RAISE REVENUE DUE TO LACK OF TAXATION POWER

ECONOMIC DISPUTES AND TRADE BARRIERS BETWEEN STATES
e L IMITED ABILITY TO ENFORCE LAWS OR SETTLE INTERSTATE CONFLICTS
o \W/EAKNESS IN RESPONDING TO INTERNAL REBELLIONS, SUCH AS SHAYS' REBELLION

® PROBLEMS IN NEGOTIATING WITH FOREIGN POWERS WITHOUT A STRONG CENTRAL AUTHORITY



THE ConsTITUuTIONAL CONVENTION AND RATIFICATION DEBATE

THE INADEQUACIES OF THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION LED TO THE 1787 CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, \WHERE
DELEGATES GATHERED TO REVISE THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT’S FRAMEW ORK. ULTIMATELY, THEY DRAFTED A NEW
CONSTITUTION TO ESTABLISH A STRONGER FEDERAL SYSTEM WITH CHECKS AND BALANCES.

MaJor CoMPROMISES AT THE CONVENTION

DELEGATES FACED SIGNIFICANT DISAGREEMENTS OVER REPRESENTATION, SLAVERY, AND FEDERAL POWER. THE FOLLOWING
COMPROMISES WERE ESSENTIAL IN FORMING THE CONSTITUTION:

¢ THE GREAT CoMPROMISE: CREATED A BICAMERAL LEGISLATURE WITH PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION IN THE HOUSE
AND EQUAL REPRESENTATION IN THE SENATE.

o THE THREe-FIFTHS CoMPROMISE: COUNTED ENSLAVED INDIVIDUALS AS THREE-FIFTHS OF A PERSON FOR TAXATION AND
REPRESENTATION PURPOSES.

o CoMMERCE AND SLAVE TRADE COMPROMISE: ALLOWED CONGRESS TO REGULATE INTERSTATE COMMERCE BUT
PROHIBITED BANNING THE SLAVE TRADE FOR 20 YEARS.

FeDerALISTS VvsS. ANTI-FEDERALISTS

THE RATIFICATION PROCESS SPARKED INTENSE DEBATE BETWEEN FEDERALISTS, WHO SUPPORTED THE NEW CONSTITUTION’S
STRONGER CENTRAL GOVERNMENT, AND ANTI‘FEDERALISTS/ WHO FEARED IT THREATENED STATES’ RIGHTS AND INDIVIDUAL
LIBERTIES. THIS DEBATE CULMINATED IN THE PROMISE TO ADD A BILL OF RIGHTS TO PROTECT CITIZENS.

THe FEDERALIST ERA AND PoLITICAL PARTY FORMATION

FoLLowING RATIFICATION, THE UNITED STATES ENTERED THE FEDERALIST ERA, MARKED BY THE LEADERSHIP OF FIGURES LIKE
GEORGE W ASHINGTON AND ALEXANDER HAMILTON. THIS PERIOD SAW THE ESTABLISHMENT OF FOUNDATIONAL POLICIES AND THE
EMERGENCE OF POLITICAL PARTIES.

FeperALIST PoLIcCIES AND VISION

THE FEDERALISTS ADVOCATED FOR A ROBUST NATIONAL GOVERNMENT, A STRONG EXECUTIVE BRANCH, AND ECONOMIC POLICIES
FAVORING COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY. HAMILTON’S FINANCIAL PLAN INCLUDED:

e ASSUMPTION OF STATE DEBTS BY THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
o CREATION OF A NATIONAL BANK

® |MPOSITION OF TARIFFS AND EXCISE TAXES TO FUND THE GOVERNMENT

OPPOSITION AND THE RISE OF THE DEMOCRATIC-REPUBLICANS

OPPONENTS LED BY THOMAS JEFFERSON AND JAMES MADISON FORMED THE DEMOCRATIC-REPUBLICAN PARTY, EMPHASIZING
AGRARIANISM, STATES” RIGHTS, AND STRICT CONSTITUTIONAL INTERPRETATION. THIS POLITICAL RIVALRY LAID THE
GROUNDWORK FOR THE AMERICAN TWO-PARTY SYSTEM.



Key FIGURES AND THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS

SEVERAL INFLUENTIAL LEADERS PLAYED CRITICAL ROLES DURING THE PERIOD COVERED IN AMERICAN HISTORY UNIT 2 TEST.
UNDERSTANDING THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS IS ESSENTIAL FOR GRASPING THE ERA’S DYNAMICS.

GEORGE W/ ASHINGTON

AS THE FIRST PRESIDENT, W/ ASHINGTON ESTABLISHED PRECEDENTS FOR EXECUTIVE LEADERSHIP, PROMOTED NATIONAL UNITY,
AND AVOIDED ENTANGLING FOREIGN ALLIANCES THROUGH HIS FAREWELL ADDRESS.

ALEXANDER HAMILTON

HAMILTON’S VISION FOR A STRONG CENTRAL GOVERNMENT AND ECONOMIC MODERNIZATION SHAPED THE NATION’S FINANCIAL
SYSTEM AND POLITICAL LANDSCAPE.

THOMAS JEFFERSON

JEFFERSON CHAMPIONED REPUBLICAN IDEALS, STATES’ RIGHTS, AND AGRICULTURAL INTERESTS, POSITIONING HIMSELF AS A KEY
LEADER OF THE DEMOCRATIC-REPUBLICAN OPPOSITION.

IMPORTANT DOCUMENTS AND THEIR IMPACT

SEVERAL FOUNDATIONAL DOCUMENTS ARE CENTRAL TO THE AMERICAN HISTORY UNIT 2 TEST, REFLECTING THE IDEOLOGICAL AND
PRACTICAL DEVELOPMENTS OF THE EARLY REPUBLIC.

THe UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION

DRAFTED IN ] 787, THE CONSTITUTION ESTABLISHED THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT’S STRUCTURE, ENUMERATED POWERS, AND
PROVIDED MECHANISMS FOR AMENDMENTS, CREATING A FLEXIBLE YET ENDURING FRAMEW ORK.

THe FEDERALIST PAPERS

W/RITTEN BY HAMILTON, MADISON, ANDJAY, THESE ESSAYS DEFENDED THE CONSTITUTION’S PRINCIPLES AND EXPLAINED THE
RATIONALE BEHIND THE NEW GOVERNMENT STRUCTURE, INFLUENCING RATIFICATION DEBATES.

THE BiLL OF RIGHTS

AborPTED IN 1791 , THE FIRST TEN AMENDMENTS GUARANTEED ESSENTIAL CIVIL LIBERTIES AND ADDRESSED ANTI-FEDERALIST
CONCERNS ABOUT PROTECTING INDIVIDUAL FREEDOMS FROM FEDERAL OVERREACH.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT WERE THE MAIN CAUSES OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTIONARY W AR COVERED IN



UNIT 2°

THE MAIN CAUSES INCLUDED TAXATION WITHOUT REPRESENTATION, THE STAMP ACT, THE BOoSTON TEA PARTY, AND THE
INTOLERABLE ACTS.

\WHO WERE THE KEY FIGURES DISCUSSED IN THE AMERICAN HISTORY UNIT 2 TEST?

KEY FIGURES INCLUDED GEORGE W/ ASHINGTON, THOMAS JEFFERSON, KING GEORGE |II, AND BENJAMIN FRANKLIN.

\WHAT SIGNIFICANT DOCUMENTS ARE STUDIED IN UNIT 2 OF AMERICAN HISTORY?

THE DECLARATION OF |NDEPENDENCE, THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION, AND THE U.S. CONSTITUTION ARE THE SIGNIFICANT
DOCUMENTS STUDIED.

How DID THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION INFLUENCE THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE U.S.
CONSTITUTION?

THE WEAKNESSES OF THE ARTICLES, SUCH AS LACK OF FEDERAL POWER TO TAX AND REGULATE COMMERCE, LED TO THE
CREATION OF THE STRONGER U.S. CONSTITUTION.

\W/HAT ROLE DID THE CONTINENTAL CONGRESS PLAY DURING THE AMERICAN
RevoLUTION?

THE CONTINENTAL CONGRESS ACTED AS THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE COLONIES, ORGANIZING THE WAR EFFORT AND DRAFTING
KEY DOCUMENTS LIKE THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE.

WHAT WERE THE OUTCOMES OF THE TREATY OF PARIS 1783 coVvereD IN UNIT 2?

THe TREATY OF PARIS 1783 ENDED THE REVOLUTIONARY W AR, RECOGNIZED AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE, AND ESTABLISHED
BORDERS FOR THE NEW NATION.

How DID THE CONCEPT OF FEDERALISM EMERGE IN AMERICAN GOVERNMENT ACCORDING
To UNIT 2 LESSONS?

FEDERALISM EMERGED AS A COMPROMISE TO BALANCE POWER BETWEEN NATIONAL AND STATE GOVERNMENTS IN THE U.S.
CONSTITUTION.

WHAT WAS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF SHAYS' REBELLION IN AMERICAN HISTORY UNIT 2?

SHAYS' REBELLION HIGHLIGHTED THE WEAKNESSES OF THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION AND PROMPTED CALLS FOR A STRONGER
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT.

How pID THE BILL oF RIGHTS CoME To BE INCLUDED IN THE U.S. CONSTITUTION?

THE BILL OF RIGHTS WAS ADDED TO ADDRESS ANTI-FEDERALIST CONCERNS ABOUT INDIVIDUAL LIBERTIES AND TO ENSURE
RATIFICATION OF THE CONSTITUTION.

\WHAT WERE THE FEDERALIST AND ANTI-FEDERALIST POSITIONS DURING THE
RATIFICATION DEBATES?

FEDERALISTS SUPPORTED A STRONG CENTRAL GOVERNMENT AND THE CONSTITUTION/ WHILE ANTI-FEDERALISTS FEARED IT GAVE
TOO MUCH POWER TO THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT AND LACKED PROTECTIONS FOR INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS.



ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. FOUNDING BROTHERS: THE REVOLUTIONARY GENERATION

THIS BOOK BY JOSEPH J. ELLIS EXPLORES THE INTERTWINED LIVES OF AMERICA’S FOUNDING FATHERS DURING THE REVOLUTION
AND EARLY YEARS OF THE REPUBLIC. |T DELVES INTO KEY EVENTS AND RELATIONSHIPS THAT SHAPED THE NATION, SUCH AS THE
DUEL BETWEEN HAMILTON AND BURR. THE NARRATIVE HIGHLIGHTS THE PERSONAL AND POLITICAL CHALLENGES THAT DEFINED THE
CREATION OF THE UNITED STATES.

2.1776

DAVID McCULLOUGH'S “1776” PROVIDES A DETAILED ACCOUNT OF THE PIVOTAL YEAR IN AMERICAN HISTORY WHEN THE
COLONIES DECLARED INDEPENDENCE. THE BOOK FOCUSES ON THE MILITARY STRUGGLES AND LEADERSHIP OF FIGURES LIKE GEORGE
W/ ASHINGTON. |T OFFERS A VIVID PORTRAYAL OF THE HARDSHIPS AND DETERMINATION THAT FUELED THE FIGHT FOR FREEDOM.

3. ALEXANDER HAMIL TON

RoN CHERNOW'S BIOGRAPHY OF ALEXANDER HAMILTON TRACES THE LIFE OF ONE OF AMERICA’S MOST INFLUENTIAL FOUNDING
FATHERS. |T COVERS HIS RISE FROM HUMBLE BEGINNINGS TO BECOMING A KEY ARCHITECT OF THE AMERICAN FINANCIAL SYSTEM.
THE BOOK ALSO EXPLORES HIS COMPLEX POLITICAL CAREER AND LASTING LEGACY.

4. THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION: A HisTorY

GORDON S. W/ OOD PRESENTS A COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION, EXAMINING ITS CAUSES, MAJOR
BATTLES, AND CONSEQUENCES. THE BOOK EMPHASIZES THE IDEOLOGICAL AND SOCIAL CHANGES THAT EMERGED FROM THE
CONFLICT. |T PROVIDES INSIGHT INTO HOW THE REVOLUTION RESHAPED AMERICAN SOCIETY.

5. JoHN AbAMS

DAVID McCULLOUGH'S BIOGRAPHY OF JOHN ADAMS OFFERS AN INTIMATE LOOK AT THE SECOND PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES. IT COVERS HIS ROLE IN THE REVOLUTION, HIS DIPLOMATIC EFFORTS, AND HIS PRESIDENCY. THE BOOK HIGHLIGHTS
ADAMS’ DEDICATION TO THE PRINCIPLES OF LIBERTY AND JUSTICE.

6. THE FEDERALIST PAPERS

A COLLECTION OF ESSAYS WRITTEN BY ALEXANDER HAMILTON, JAMES MADISON, AND JOHN JAY, THESE PAPERS \WERE
INSTRUMENTAL IN PROMOTING THE RATIFICATION OF THE U.S. CONSTITUTION. THEY EXPLAIN THE PHILOSOPHY AND STRUCTURE
OF THE NEW GOVERNMENT. THE FEDERALIST PAPERS REMAIN ESSENTIAL READING FOR UNDERSTANDING AMERICAN POLITICAL
FOUNDATIONS.

7. THE WHISkeY REBELLION: FRONTIER EPILOGUE TO THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION

THOMAS P. SLAUGHTER'S WORK EXAMINES THE W/HISKEY REBELLION, A SIGNIFICANT POST-REVOLUTION CONFLICT THAT
TESTED THE AUTHORITY OF THE NEW FEDERAL GOVERNMENT. THE BOOK EXPLORES THE CAUSES OF THE REBELLION AND ITS
SUPPRESSION UNDER PRESIDENT W/ ASHINGTON. |T SHEDS LIGHT ON EARLY CHALLENGES TO FEDERAL POWER.

8. DEMOCRACY IN AMERICA

ALEXIS DE TOCQUEVILLE'S CLASSIC STUDY ANALYZES THE STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES OF AMERICAN DEMOCRACY IN THE
EARLY 19TH CENTURY. HIS OBSERVATIONS PROVIDE A UNIQUE PERSPECTIVE ON THE POLITICAL CULTURE AND SOCIAL DYNAMICS
OF THE YOUNG NATION. THE BOOK REMAINS INFLUENTIAL IN DISCUSSIONS OF AMERICAN POLITICAL IDENTITY.

9. A PeopLE’s HisTorY oF THE UNITED STATES

HowARD ZINN OFFERS AN ALTERNATIVE VIEW OF AMERICAN HISTORY FROM THE PERSPECTIVE OF MARGINALIZED GROUPS. THIS
BOOK CHALLENGES TRADITIONAL NARRATIVES BY FOCUSING ON THE EXPERIENCES OF NATIVE AMERICANS, AFRICAN AMERICANS,
WOMEN, AND LABORERS. |T ENCOURAGES CRITICAL THINKING ABOUT THE NATION'S PAST AND ITS ONGOING STRUGGLES FOR
EQUALITY.
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