american imperialism crash course us
history #28

american imperialism crash course us history #28 explores a pivotal era in United
States history when the nation expanded its influence beyond continental borders. This
article delves into the causes, key events, and consequences of American imperialism
during the late 19th and early 20th centuries. As a significant theme covered in the Crash
Course US History series, this topic highlights how economic interests, military strategy,
and cultural beliefs converged to propel the United States onto the global stage. The
discussion will cover major imperialistic actions, including the acquisition of overseas
territories and the wars that shaped American foreign policy. Additionally, the enduring
impact of imperialism on both the U.S. and the world will be examined. Through this
detailed analysis, readers will gain a comprehensive understanding of the complexities
surrounding American imperialism as presented in Crash Course US History #28.

e The Origins of American Imperialism
e Key Events and Territories in American Imperialism
e Motivations Behind American Expansion

e Consequences and Controversies of Imperialism

The Origins of American Imperialism

The roots of American imperialism can be traced to the late 19th century when the United
States began to transition from a largely isolationist country to an assertive global power.
Influenced by economic changes, technological advances, and a growing sense of
nationalism, the U.S. sought new markets and strategic advantages beyond its borders. The
closing of the frontier and the rise of industrial capitalism created pressures to acquire
overseas territories, while the ideas of Social Darwinism and Manifest Destiny evolved to
justify expansion on a global scale. This section explores the ideological and economic
origins that set the stage for American imperialism as outlined in Crash Course US History
#28.

Economic and Industrial Factors

The United States experienced rapid industrialization in the latter half of the 19th century,
leading to overproduction and the need for new markets. Business leaders and politicians
advocated for overseas expansion to secure raw materials and sell manufactured goods.
The economic motivations behind imperialism were closely tied to the rise of big business
and the desire to compete with European powers who had already established vast colonial
empires.



Ideological Justifications

Several ideological currents supported the push for imperial expansion. The belief in
American exceptionalism, combined with Social Darwinist ideas about racial superiority and
survival of the fittest, provided a moral rationale for dominating weaker nations. The
concept of the "White Man’s Burden," popularized by writers like Rudyard Kipling,
encouraged Americans to view imperialism as a benevolent mission to civilize and uplift
non-Western peoples.

Key Events and Territories in American
Imperialism

American imperialism is marked by several key events and territorial acquisitions that
demonstrated the country's growing ambition on the world stage. These include military
interventions, diplomatic maneuvers, and the annexation of lands that became critical to
U.S. strategic interests. Crash Course US History #28 highlights these milestones, which
collectively illustrate the practical outworking of imperialist policies.

The Spanish-American War and the Treaty of Paris
(1898)

The Spanish-American War was a turning point in American imperialism, resulting in the
U.S. acquiring several overseas territories. Triggered by the explosion of the USS Maine in
Havana Harbor and fueled by sensationalist journalism, the war was brief but
consequential. The Treaty of Paris concluded the conflict, ceding Puerto Rico, Guam, and
the Philippines to the United States. This marked the beginning of the U.S. as a colonial
power with a presence in both the Caribbean and the Pacific.

Annexation of Hawaii

Hawaii’s annexation in 1898 was another significant event in American imperialism. Initially
valued for its strategic position in the Pacific, Hawaii became a vital naval base for the U.S.,
especially with the establishment of Pearl Harbor. The overthrow of the Hawaiian monarchy
by American settlers and businessmen paved the way for annexation, reflecting the
economic and military interests that drove imperial expansion.

The Panama Canal and Influence in Latin America

The construction of the Panama Canal was a monumental engineering achievement that
also symbolized American imperial power. By supporting Panama’s independence from
Colombia, the U.S. secured control over the canal zone, which became essential for naval
mobility and international trade. This action was part of a broader pattern of intervention in
Latin America, often justified by the Roosevelt Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine, which
asserted U.S. authority in the Western Hemisphere.



Motivations Behind American Expansion

The motivations behind American imperialism were multifaceted, encompassing economic
ambitions, strategic calculations, and cultural ideologies. Crash Course US History #28
emphasizes how these factors intertwined to drive U.S. policy during this era of expansion.

Economic Motivations

Economic incentives were primary drivers of imperialism, including the search for new
markets, access to raw materials, and investment opportunities abroad. Industrialists and
financiers supported government policies that facilitated overseas expansion to sustain
economic growth and protect American business interests.

Military and Strategic Considerations

Strategically, imperialism allowed the U.S. to establish naval bases and coaling stations
necessary for maintaining a global military presence. Influenced by Alfred Thayer Mahan’s
theories on sea power, American leaders sought to build a modern navy and control key
maritime routes, which were vital for both defense and commerce.

Cultural and Religious Justifications

Imperialism was also fueled by cultural and religious motivations. Many Americans believed
it was their duty to spread Christianity, Western values, and civilization to less developed
peoples. This missionary zeal often accompanied economic and military initiatives,
reinforcing the idea that imperialism was a moral obligation.

Consequences and Controversies of Imperialism

American imperialism had significant and lasting consequences, both domestically and
internationally. While it expanded U.S. influence and economic power, it also provoked
debates and conflicts over the nation’s role in the world. Crash Course US History #28
addresses the complexities and controversies surrounding this period of expansion.

Impact on Indigenous Populations and Colonized
Territories

The acquisition of overseas territories often resulted in the displacement and subjugation of
indigenous peoples. In places like the Philippines and Puerto Rico, American rule faced
resistance and led to violent conflicts. The imposition of American governance structures
and cultural norms disrupted local societies and sparked debates about imperialism’s
ethical implications.



Domestic Political Debate

Imperialism sparked intense political debates within the United States. Anti-imperialists
argued that colonization violated American principles of self-determination and democracy.
Figures like Mark Twain and Andrew Carnegie opposed overseas expansion, warning it
would entangle the U.S. in foreign conflicts and undermine its republican values.

Long-Term Global Influence

Despite controversies, American imperialism established the United States as a major
global power. The territorial acquisitions and military presence gained during this era laid
the groundwork for future international involvement. The legacy of this expansion
continues to influence U.S. foreign policy and international relations to this day.

e Transformation from isolationism to global power
e Expansion of naval and military capabilities
e Shifts in economic and cultural policies

e Enduring debates over imperialism’s morality and impact

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of the Crash Course US History
#28 on American Imperialism?

Crash Course US History #28 focuses on American imperialism in the late 19th and early
20th centuries, exploring how the United States expanded its influence overseas through
territorial acquisitions, economic interests, and military interventions.

Which territories did the United States acquire as a
result of American imperialism discussed in Crash
Course #28?

The United States acquired territories including Puerto Rico, Guam, the Philippines, and
Hawaii, as well as exerted influence over Cuba and Panama, following conflicts like the
Spanish-American War and interventions in Latin America.

How did the Spanish-American War contribute to



American imperialism according to Crash Course US
History #28?

The Spanish-American War marked a turning point by enabling the U.S. to defeat Spain and
gain control over former Spanish colonies such as the Philippines, Guam, and Puerto Rico,
thereby expanding American territorial holdings and global influence.

What role did economic interests play in American
imperialism as explained in Crash Course #28?

Economic interests drove American imperialism by motivating the U.S. to seek new markets
for goods, secure resources, and protect investments abroad, which justified expanding
influence in Asia, the Caribbean, and Latin America.

How did the concept of the 'White Man’s Burden' relate
to American imperialism in Crash Course US History
#28?

The 'White Man’s Burden' was a justification used by imperialists who believed it was

America's duty to civilize and uplift non-Western peoples, which rationalized intervention
and control over territories like the Philippines.

What was the significance of the Panama Canal in the
context of American imperialism discussed in Crash
Course #28?

The Panama Canal was significant because it enhanced American strategic and economic

power by providing a crucial maritime shortcut between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans,
symbolizing U.S. engineering prowess and control in Latin America.

How did American imperialism affect domestic debates
within the United States as described in Crash Course
#28?

American imperialism sparked domestic debates between imperialists who supported
expansion for economic and strategic reasons and anti-imperialists who opposed it on
moral grounds, fearing it contradicted American principles of self-determination and
democracy.

Additional Resources

1. "Empire’s Workshop: Latin America, the United States, and the Rise of the New
Imperialism" by Greg Grandin

This book examines the United States' imperial ambitions in Latin America, framing the
region as a laboratory where the U.S. tested its strategies of control and intervention.



Grandin explores how American policies during the 19th and 20th centuries shaped Latin
American political and social landscapes, often at the expense of local sovereignty. The
work provides critical insight into the roots and repercussions of U.S. imperialism in the
Western Hemisphere.

2. "Overthrow: America’s Century of Regime Change from Hawaii to Iraq" by Stephen Kinzer
Kinzer chronicles the history of American-led coups and regime changes around the world,
highlighting the motives and consequences of U.S. imperial actions. The book covers key
events from the late 19th century through the early 21st century, demonstrating patterns
of interventionism driven by economic and strategic interests. It offers a compelling
narrative on how American imperialism has shaped global politics.

3. "The Imperial Cruise: A Secret History of Empire and War" by James Bradley

This book uncovers a covert diplomatic mission in 1905 that significantly influenced U.S.
expansion into Asia and the Pacific. Bradley reveals how racial attitudes and imperial
ambitions informed American foreign policy decisions during this period. The narrative
sheds light on the darker underpinnings of American imperialism and its lasting impact on
international relations.

4. "A People’s History of American Empire" by Howard Zinn, Mike Konopacki, and Paul Buhle
Adapting Zinn’'s critical perspective, this graphic history focuses on the voices and
experiences of those affected by American imperialism. It covers events from the Spanish-
American War to contemporary interventions, emphasizing the human cost of empire-
building. The book challenges traditional narratives and encourages readers to reconsider
the ethical implications of U.S. expansionism.

5. "In the Shadow of the American Century: The Rise and Decline of U.S. Global Power" by
Alfred W. McCoy

McCoy provides a comprehensive analysis of American imperialism throughout the 20th
century, including military, economic, and cultural dimensions. He explores how the U.S.
maintained global dominance through complex networks of power and influence. The book
offers a nuanced view of American imperialism’s evolution and its challenges in the modern
era.

6. "The Spanish-American War and Its Aftermath: The United States Confronts the World"
by Walter LaFeber

LaFeber’s work delves into the causes and consequences of the Spanish-American War, a
pivotal moment in the emergence of American imperialism. The book highlights how victory
in this conflict expanded U.S. territories and influence overseas. It also discusses the
debates and controversies surrounding America’s new role as an imperial power.

7. "Manifest Destiny’s Underworld: Filibustering in Antebellum America" by Robert E. May
This book explores the unofficial and often illegal efforts by American adventurers to
expand U.S. territory before the Civil War. May discusses how these filibustering
expeditions reflected broader themes of American expansionism and imperial ambition. The
work provides context for understanding the roots of later formal imperial policies.

8. "The Blood of Government: Race, Empire, the United States, and the Philippines" by Paul
A. Kramer

Kramer investigates the racial ideologies that underpinned American imperialism in the
Philippines following the Spanish-American War. He argues that race was central to how the



U.S. justified its colonial rule and managed its new territories. The book offers an important
perspective on the intersection of race and empire in American history.

9. "Economic Imperialism: The Political Economy of U.S. Expansion in the 19th Century" by
William Appleman Williams

Williams critiques American imperialism from an economic standpoint, emphasizing how
capitalist interests drove U.S. expansionism. He contends that economic motivations often
overshadowed ideals like democracy and freedom in shaping foreign policy. This influential
work challenges readers to reconsider the economic forces behind American imperialism.
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