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an intervening opportunity is an example of a geographical concept that plays
a crucial role in migration studies and spatial interaction theories. It
refers to a situation where a potential migrant encounters a chance to settle
closer to their origin before reaching their intended destination, which can
alter their migration route. This concept is significant in understanding
patterns of human movement, economic decisions, and urban development. By
examining an intervening opportunity, researchers and planners can better
predict migration flows and the distribution of populations. This article
delves into the definition, examples, and implications of an intervening
opportunity, exploring its relevance in various geographical and socio-—
economic contexts. The discussion also includes related concepts and their
distinctions to provide a comprehensive understanding of how intervening
opportunities influence spatial behavior.
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Definition and Explanation of an Intervening
Opportunity

An intervening opportunity is an example of a geographical factor that
affects the decision-making process of migrants or travelers by offering a
favorable alternative location before reaching their original destination.
This opportunity reduces the likelihood of continuing to the intended
endpoint because the benefits of stopping at the intervening location
outweigh the advantages of proceeding further. Typically, intervening
opportunities arise due to economic prospects, social connections, or
environmental conditions that are more accessible or appealing than the
original target.

In spatial terms, the concept is closely linked to the cost-benefit analysis
performed by individuals when choosing migration paths or travel routes. The
presence of an intervening opportunity often leads to a decrease in the
distance traveled or a change in the final destination, thereby affecting
overall migration patterns and spatial distribution.

Key Characteristics of Intervening Opportunities

e Located between the origin and the intended destination.



e Offers better or more accessible benefits compared to the original
target.

e Influences the decision to settle or stop migration before reaching the
final destination.

e Can be economic, social, environmental, or infrastructural in nature.

Examples of Intervening Opportunities in
Migration

Understanding specific examples of an intervening opportunity is essential to
grasp its practical implications. These examples illustrate how intervening
opportunities can alter migration flows and settlement patterns in different
contexts.

Economic Opportunities

Economic factors are the most common form of intervening opportunities. For
instance, a migrant traveling from a rural area to a major city in search of
employment might find a smaller town with abundant job prospects along the
route. This smaller town, offering stable employment and lower living costs,
acts as an intervening opportunity, encouraging the migrant to settle there
instead of continuing to the larger urban center.

Social and Family Connections

Social networks often present intervening opportunities. A person moving
towards a distant city might stop in a community where relatives or friends
reside. The presence of these social ties can provide support systems that
make settling there more attractive than continuing onward. This type of
intervening opportunity emphasizes the role of social capital in migration
decisions.

Environmental and Infrastructural Factors

Natural features and infrastructure can also create intervening
opportunities. For example, access to fertile land, water resources, or
transportation hubs like highways and railways can encourage migrants to
settle in an area that offers these advantages rather than pushing forward to
their initial destination.

Role in Migration Theory and Spatial
Interaction

An intervening opportunity is an example of a core element in migration
theory and spatial interaction models. It helps explain why migration flows
do not always follow linear paths from origin to destination and why some



regions attract populations despite not being the initial target.

Intervening Opportunities Model

The intervening opportunities model, developed by geographer Everett Lee,
emphasizes that the number of opportunities between the origin and
destination affects the volume and direction of migration. This model
contrasts with distance decay models, which focus primarily on the friction
of distance. According to the intervening opportunities model, migrants are
more likely to settle where they find the first satisfactory opportunity,
regardless of distance.

Comparison with Other Migration Models

Unlike the gravity model, which predicts migration based on population size
and distance, the intervening opportunities model focuses on the availability
and attractiveness of alternative destinations. This distinction highlights
the importance of qualitative factors, such as economic prospects or social
connections, in migration decisions.

Implications for Urban Planning and Economic
Geography

Recognizing an intervening opportunity is an example of a critical
consideration in urban planning and economic geography. It affects how cities
and regions develop, influencing resource allocation, infrastructure
investment, and policy-making.

Urban Growth and Development Patterns

Intervening opportunities can lead to the growth of smaller towns and
suburban areas as migrants settle there instead of moving to large
metropolitan centers. This shift can redistribute population density, reduce
congestion in major cities, and promote more balanced regional development.

Economic Impact and Labor Markets

By attracting migrants, intervening opportunities can stimulate local
economies, diversify labor markets, and increase demand for goods and
services. Urban planners and economists must account for these dynamics when
forecasting economic growth and designing employment programs.

Transportation and Infrastructure Planning

Infrastructure development can create new intervening opportunities by
improving accessibility to certain areas. Transportation planners can
strategically invest in roads, railways, and public transit to shape
migration patterns and foster regional connectivity.



Related Concepts and Differentiation

While an intervening opportunity is an example of a spatial factor
influencing migration, it is important to distinguish it from related
concepts to avoid confusion.

Intervening Obstacles

Unlike intervening opportunities, intervening obstacles are barriers that
hinder migration or movement. These obstacles can be physical, such as
mountains or deserts, or socio-political, such as immigration laws or
cultural differences. While intervening opportunities encourage settlement,
intervening obstacles discourage or delay movement.

Distance Decay

Distance decay refers to the principle that interaction between two locations
decreases as the distance between them increases. Although distance decay
impacts migration, it does not specifically account for the attractiveness of
alternative locations, which intervening opportunities emphasize.

Pull and Push Factors

Push factors are conditions that drive individuals away from their current
location, while pull factors attract them to a new place. Intervening
opportunities can be seen as localized pull factors that emerge along the
migration route, potentially overriding the original pull of the intended
destination.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is an intervening opportunity in geography?

An intervening opportunity is a favorable factor or condition encountered by
migrants that reduces the attractiveness of their original destination.

Is an intervening opportunity an example of a
migration barrier?

No, an intervening opportunity is not a barrier but rather an alternative
destination that influences migration decisions.

How does an intervening opportunity affect migration
patterns?
It can alter migration routes by providing a closer or more accessible

option, leading migrants to settle before reaching their intended
destination.



Can an intervening opportunity be considered a pull
factor?

Yes, intervening opportunities act as pull factors by attracting migrants to
settle at a location along their migration path.

Is an intervening opportunity an example of a spatial
interaction concept?

Yes, 1t is an example of spatial interaction as it involves movement and
decision-making between places based on opportunities.

In what way is an intervening opportunity an example
of a geographical concept?

It exemplifies how geographical factors like location and accessibility
influence human movement and settlement patterns.

Does an intervening opportunity always prevent
migrants from reaching their original destination?

Not always, but it often causes migrants to stop at an alternative
destination due to better opportunities encountered en route.

Is an intervening opportunity an example of
environmental influence on migration?

Indirectly, yes. Environmental factors can create opportunities that serve as
intervening opportunities affecting migration decisions.

How does the concept of intervening opportunity
relate to economic geography?

It demonstrates how economic factors such as Jjob availability at intermediate
locations impact migration flows and settlement choices.

Additional Resources

1. Intervening Opportunities and Migration Theory

This book explores the concept of intervening opportunities as a critical
factor in migration patterns. It delves into how potential migrants evaluate
opportunities en route to their destination and often settle before reaching
their original goal. The text combines theoretical frameworks with empirical
case studies to illustrate the impact of intervening opportunities on
population movements.

2. Spatial Interaction Models and Intervening Opportunities

Focusing on spatial interaction theory, this book examines how intervening
opportunities influence the flow of people, goods, and information between
locations. It presents mathematical models that incorporate intervening
opportunities to predict migration and trade patterns. Readers gain insight
into quantitative methods used in geographical and urban planning research.



3. Human Geography: Concepts of Distance and Opportunity

This introductory text covers fundamental concepts in human geography,
including the role of distance decay and intervening opportunities in spatial
behavior. It discusses how these factors affect migration decisions, urban
development, and regional disparities. The book provides a comprehensive
overview suitable for students and professionals alike.

4. Migration Dynamics: The Role of Intervening Factors

This volume investigates various factors that intervene in migration
processes, with a special focus on intervening opportunities. It analyzes
socio—-economic, environmental, and political wvariables that influence
migrants’ choices to settle in intermediate locations. The book combines
qualitative and quantitative research methods, offering a multidisciplinary
perspective.

5. Geographical Theories of Migration

Offering a detailed overview of migration theories, this book includes a
thorough discussion of the intervening opportunities model. It situates this
concept within the broader context of push-pull theory and other migration
frameworks. Case studies illustrate how intervening opportunities shape
migration flows in different regions worldwide.

6. Urban Development and Intervening Opportunities

This book explores how intervening opportunities affect urban growth and the
distribution of populations within metropolitan areas. It highlights the
impact of economic hubs, transportation networks, and policy decisions on
migration patterns. The text emphasizes practical applications for urban
planners and policymakers.

7. Population Movement and Environmental Change

Examining the intersection of migration and environmental factors, this book
discusses how intervening opportunities can alter migration routes in
response to environmental pressures. It addresses climate change, natural
disasters, and resource availability as key influences on human mobility. The
work provides a contemporary look at migration in the context of global
change.

8. Applied Geography: Models and Methods

This comprehensive guide to geographical modeling includes chapters dedicated
to intervening opportunities as a key concept in spatial analysis. It covers
various applications, from migration studies to transportation planning and
market analysis. The book is rich with examples and exercises for students
and professionals working with spatial data.

9. Social Networks and Migration Decisions

Focusing on the social dimensions of migration, this book examines how
intervening opportunities interact with social networks to influence
migration choices. It explores the role of family ties, community
connections, and social capital in the decision-making process. The book
combines sociological theory with geographic perspectives to provide a
nuanced understanding of migration behavior.
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