ANCIENT MESOPOTAMIA ECONOMICS

ANCIENT MESOPOTAMIA ECONOMICS PLAYED A FOUNDATIONAL ROLE IN SHAPING ONE OF THE WORLD’S EARLIEST AND MOST
INFLUENTIAL CIVILIZATIONS. THIS ECONOMIC SYSTEM WAS CHARACTERIZED BY THE DEVELOPMENT OF AGRICULTURE, TRADE,
LABOR SPECIALIZATION, AND THE INTRODUCTION OF CURRENCY AND ACCOUNTING METHODS. (UNDERSTANDING ANCIENT
MESOPOTAMIA ECONOMICS PROVIDES INSIGHT INTO HOW EARLY SOCIETIES ORGANIZED PRODUCTION, DISTRIBUTION, AND
CONSUMPTION OF GOODS AND SERVICES. THE ECONOMY WAS DEEPLY INTERTWINED WITH POLITICAL STRUCTURES, RELIGIOUS
PRACTICES, AND SOCIAL HIERARCHIES, REFLECTING A COMPLEX INTERPLAY BETWEEN VARIOUS FACTORS. THIS ARTICLE EXPLORES
THE ECONOMIC FOUNDATIONS OF ANCIENT MESOPOTAMIA/ HIGHLIGHTING ITS AGRICULTURAL PRACTICES, TRADE NETWORKS,
LABOR SYSTEMS, AND THE INNOVATIONS THAT CONTRIBUTED TO ECONOMIC STABILITY AND GROW TH. READERS WILL GAIN A
COMPREHENSIVE UNDERSTANDING OF THE MECHANISMS THAT SUSTAINED ONE OF THE EARLIEST URBANIZED SOCIETIES AND
INFLUENCED LATER ECONOMIC MODELS.

AGRICULTURAL FOUNDATIONS OF ANCIENT MESOPOTAMIA ECoNoOMICS

TrADE AND COMMERCE IN MESOPOTAMIAN ECONOMIC SYSTEMS

LABOR AND SOCIAL STRUCTURE IN ANCIENT MESOPOTAMIAN ECONOMY

e EcoNoMIC INNOVATIONS AND RECORD-KEEPING

THE RoLE oF RELIGION AND GOVERNMENT IN ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES

AGRICULTURAL FOUNDATIONS OF ANCIENT MEsorPOTAMIA ECONOMICS

AGRICULTURE FORMED THE BACKBONE OF ANCIENT MESOPOTAMIA ECONOMICS, ENABLING THE RISE OF CITIES AND COMPLEX
SOCIETIES IN THE FERTILE CRESCENT. THE REGION’S FERTILE SOIL, ENRICHED BY THE TIGRIS AND EUPHRATES RIVERS, SUPPORTED
THE CULTIVATION OF STAPLE CROPS SUCH AS BARLEY, WHEAT, AND FLAX. FARMERS EMPLOYED IRRIGATION TECHNIQUES,
INCLUDING CANALS AND DIKES, TO CONTROL WATER FLOW AND ENHANCE PRODUCTIVITY IN AN OTHERWISE ARID ENVIRONMENT.
THESE AGRICULTURAL ADVANCEMENTS NOT ONLY INCREASED YIELDS BUT ALSO ALLOWED FOR SURPLUS PRODUCTION, WHICH
\WAS ESSENTIAL FOR ECONOMIC DIVERSIFICATION AND URBAN GROW TH.

IRRIGATION AND CROP PRODUCTION

THE DEVELOPMENT OF IRRIGATION SYSTEMS WAS A CRITICAL FACTOR IN THE ECONOMIC SUCCESS OF ANCIENT MESOPOTAMIA.
BY DIVERTING RIVER WATER THROUGH CHANNELS AND RESERVOIRS, FARMERS COULD MAINTAIN CONSISTENT CROP GROWTH
THROUGHOUT THE YEAR. THIS ENSURED FOOD SECURITY AND SUPPORTED POPULATION GROWTH. BARLEY WAS THE MOST
COMMON CROP, OFTEN USED BOTH AS FOOD AND AS A FORM OF CURRENCY OR PAYMENT. THE SURPLUS GENERATED FROM
EFFICIENT IRRIGATION ALLOWED FOR SPECIALIZATION IN OTHER CRAFTS AND TRADES, FURTHER STIMULATING ECONOMIC
COMPLEXITY.

ANIMAL HUSBANDRY AND RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

ALONGSIDE CROP CULTIVATION, ANIMAL HUSBANDRY PLAYED A SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN ANCIENT MESOPOTAMIA ECONOMICS.
DOMESTICATED ANIMALS SUCH AS SHEEP, GOATS, CATTLE, AND PIGS PROVIDED MEAT, WOOL, LEATHER, AND LABOR FOR
PLOWING FIELDS. EFFICIENT MANAGEMENT OF THESE RESOURCES CONTRIBUTED TO THE ECONOMY BY SUPPLYING RAW MATERIALS
FOR TEXTILES AND TOOLS. THE INTEGRATION OF CROP FARMING AND LIVESTOCK REARING CREATED A BALANCED AGRICULTURAL
SYSTEM THAT SUPPORTED THE GROWING URBAN POPULATION.



TrADE AND COMMERCE IN MESOPOTAMIAN ECONOMIC SYSTEMS

TRADE WAS A VITAL COMPONENT OF ANCIENT MESOPOTAMIA ECONOMICS, CONNECTING CITY-STATES WITHIN THE REGION AND
FACILITATING EXCHANGE WITH DISTANT LANDS. MESOPOTAMIAN MERCHANTS ENGAGED IN BOTH LOCAL AND LONG-DISTANCE
TRADE, EXCHANGING GOODS SUCH AS TEXTILES, METALS, POTTERY, AND AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS. THE STRATEGIC LOCATION
OF MESOPOTAMIA BETWEEN THE MEDITERRANEAN AND THE PERSIAN GULF MADE IT A HUB FOR COMMERCIAL ACTIVITY, LINKING IT
TO REGIONS LIKE ANATOLIA, THE INDUS VALLEY, AND EGYPT.

LocAL AND REGIONAL MARKETS

W ITHIN MESOPOTAMIAN CITY-STATES, LOCAL MARKETS SERVED AS CENTERS FOR BUYING AND SELLING GOODS. THESE MARKETS
WERE TYPICALLY LOCATED NEAR TEMPLES OR ADMINISTRATIVE BUILDINGS AND OPERATED UNDER STATE REGULATION.
MERCHANTS AND FARMERS SOLD SURPLUS PRODUCTS, WHILE ARTISANS OFFERED CRAFTED GOODS. THE PRESENCE OF
MARKETPLACES FACILITATED SPECIALIZATION AND ENCOURAGED ECONOMIC INTERDEPENDENCE AMONG DIFFERENT SOCIAL GROUPS.

LonG-DisTANCE TRADE NETWORKS

MESOPOTAMIAN TRADERS UNDERTOOK LONG JOURNEYS TO ACQUIRE VALUABLE RESOURCES NOT FOUND LOCALLY, SUCH AS
TIMBER FROM LEBANON, LAPIS LAZULI FROM AFGHANISTAN, AND COPPER FROM THE ARABIAN PENINSULA. THESE TRADE
NET\WORKS WERE SUPPORTED BY CARAVANS AND RIVER TRANSPORT, OFTEN UNDER THE PROTECTION OF LOCAL AUTHORITIES.
TRADE NOT ONLY ENRICHED MESOPOTAMIAN ECONOMIES BUT ALSO PROMOTED CULTURAL EXCHANGES AND TECHNOLOGICAL
DIFFUSION.

LABOR AND SOCIAL STRUCTURE IN ANCIENT MESOPOTAMIAN ECONOMY

THE ECONOMIC ORGANIZATION OF ANCIENT MESOPOTAMIA WAS CLOSELY LINKED TO ITS SOCIAL HIERARCHY AND LABOR
SYSTEMS. SOCIETY WAS DIVIDED INTO CLASSES, INCLUDING NOBLES, PRIESTS, MERCHANTS, ARTISANS, FARMERS, AND SLAVES,
EACH CONTRIBUTING DIFFERENTLY TO THE ECONOMY. L ABOR SPECIALIZATION ALLOWED FOR INCREASED PRODUCTIVITY AND THE
DEVELOPMENT OF COMPLEX ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES BEYOND SUBSISTENCE FARMING.

RoLE oF ARTISANS AND CRAFTSMEN

ARTISANS AND CRAFTSMEN PLAYED AN ESSENTIAL ROLE IN ANCIENT MESOPOTAMIAN ECONOMICS BY PRODUCING GOODS SUCH AS
POTTERY, TEXTILES, METAL TOOLS, AND JEWELRY. THESE SKILLED \WORKERS OFTEN OPERATED IN WORKSHOPS ASSOCIATED
WITH TEMPLES OR PALACES, INDICATING STATE INVOLVEMENT IN ECONOMIC PRODUCTION. THEIR WORK SUPPORTED BOTH LOCAL
CONSUMPTION AND TRADE, CONTRIBUTING TO THE ECONOMIC DIVERSIFICATION OF MESOPOTAMIAN SOCIETY.

SLAVERY AND LABOR OBLIGATIONS

SLAVERY WAS A RECOGNIZED INSTITUTION WITHIN MESOPOTAMIAN ECONOMIC LIFE, ALTHOUGH SLAVES CONSTITUTED A
MINORITY OF THE LABOR FORCE. SLAVES PERFORMED VARIOUS TASKS, INCLUDING DOMESTIC SERVICE, AGRICULTURAL WORK,
AND CONSTRUCTION. ADDITIONALLY/ FREE CITIZENS WERE OFTEN REQUIRED TO PROVIDE LABOR AS PART OF TAX OBLIGATIONS
OR CIVIC DUTIES. THIS SYSTEM ENSURED A STEADY SUPPLY OF LABOR FOR PUBLIC PROJECTS AND ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES.

EconoMiIC INNOVATIONS AND RECORD-KEEPING

ANCIENT MESOPOTAMIA ECONOMICS IS NOTABLE FOR PIONEERING ECONOMIC INNOVATIONS, PARTICULARLY IN ACCOUNTING AND
RECORD-KEEPING. THE DEVELOPMENT OF CUNEIFORM WRITING ENABLED THE DOCUMENTATION OF TRANSACTIONS, CONTRACTS,
AND INVENTORY, FACILITATING COMPLEX ECONOMIC MANAGEMENT. THESE INNOVATIONS LAID THE GROUNDWORK FOR MODERN



ECONOMIC ADMINISTRATION AND LEGAL FRAMEW ORKS.

Use oF CUNEIFORM FOR ECONOMIC RECORDS

THE INVENTION OF CUNEIFORM SCRIPT WAS INITIALLY DRIVEN BY THE NEED TO RECORD ECONOMIC DATA SUCH AS GRAIN
RATIONS, LIVESTOCK NUMBERS, AND TRADE AGREEMENTS. CLAY TABLETS SERVED AS DURABLE RECORDS, OFTEN SEALED TO
ENSURE AUTHENTICITY. THESE DOCUMENTS PROVIDED ACCOUNTARBILITY AND TRANSPARENCY IN ECONOMIC TRANSACTIONS,
ALLOWING FOR THE EFFICIENT MANAGEMENT OF RESOURCES AND LABOR.

STANDARDIZATION OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES

ToO SUPPORT TRADE AND TAXATION, MESOPOTAMIANS DEVELOPED STANDARDIZED WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. THIS
STANDARDIZATION ENSURED FAIRNESS AND CONSISTENCY IN COMMERCIAL DEALINGS, REDUCING DISPUTES AND FOSTERING TRUST
AMONG TRADING PARTNERS. THE USE OF SILVER AS A UNIT OF ACCOUNT FURTHER STREAMLINED ECONOMIC EXCHANGES AND
CONTRIBUTED TO THE EMERGENCE OF MONETARY SYSTEMS.

THe RoLE oF RELIGION AND GOVERNMENT IN ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES

RELIGION AND GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS WERE DEEPLY INTERTWINED WITH ECONOMIC LIFE IN ANCIENT MESOPOTAMIA. TEMPLES
AND PALACES FUNCTIONED AS MAJOR ECONOMIC CENTERS, CONTROLLING LAND, LABOR, AND PRODUCTION. THEOCRATIC AND
MONARCHICAL AUTHORITIES REGULATED ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES THROUGH LAWS, TAXATION, AND REDISTRIBUTION SYSTEMS.

TeMPLE ECONOMIES AND RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

TEMPLES SERVED AS LARGE-SCALE ECONOMIC ENTERPRISES, MANAGING AGRICULTURAL ESTATES, WORKSHOPS, AND STORAGE
FACILITIES. THEY COLLECTED OFFERINGS AND TAXES IN KIND, WHICH \WERE THEN REDISTRIBUTED TO WORKERS, PRIESTS, AND THE
NEEDY. THIS SYSTEM FACILITATED SOCIAL COHESION AND ENSURED THE MOBILIZATION OF RESOURCES FOR PUBLIC WORKS AND
RELIGIOUS CEREMONIES.

LecAL Cobes AND ECONOMIC REGULATION

GOVERNMENTS ESTABLISHED LEGAL CODES, SUCH AS THE CoDE oF HAMMURABI, TO REGULATE ECONOMIC BEHAVIOR, PROTECT
PROPERTY RIGHTS, AND RESOLVE DISPUTES. THESE LAWS ADDRESSED CONTRACTS, WAGES, LOANS, AND TRADE PRACTICES,
PROVIDING A FRAMEWORK FOR ECONOMIC STABILITY. THE ENFORCEMENT OF LEGAL STANDARDS CONTRIBUTED TO THE GROWTH
AND SUSTAINABILITY OF ANCIENT MESOPOTAMIA ECONOMICS.

e ADVANCED IRRIGATION AND AGRICULTURAL TECHNIQUES

EXTENSIVE TRADE NETWORKS CONNECTING DIVERSE REGIONS

® | ABOR SPECIALIZATION INCLUDING ARTISANS AND SLAVES

® [NNOVATIONS IN WRITING AND ACCOUNTING FOR ECONOMIC MANAGEMENT

INTEGRATION OF RELIGIOUS AND GOVERNMENTAL INSTITUTIONS IN ECONOMIC CONTROL



FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

WHAT WAS THE PRIMARY ECONOMIC ACTIVITY IN ANCIENT MESOPOTAMIA?

THE PRIMARY ECONOMIC ACTIVITY IN ANCIENT MESOPOTAMIA WAS AGRICULTURE, INCLUDING THE CULTIVATION OF BARLEY
WHEAT, AND DATES, SUPPORTED BY AN EXTENSIVE IRRIGATION SYSTEM.

1

How DID ANCIENT MESOPOTAMIANS USE IRRIGATION IN THEIR ECONOMY?

ANCIENT MESOPOTAMIANS DEVELOPED COMPLEX IRRIGATION SYSTEMS TO CONTROL THE TIGRIS AND EUPHRATES RIVERS,
ENABLING CONSISTENT CROP PRODUCTION AND SUPPORTING THEIR AGRICULTURAL ECONOMY.

\WHAT ROLE DID TRADE PLAY IN THE ECONOMY OF ANCIENT MESOPOTAMIA?

TRADE WAS VITAL IN ANCIENT MESOPOTAMIA/ WITH MERCHANTS EXCHANGING GOODS LIKE TEXTILES, METALS, AND GRAIN BOTH
LOCALLY AND WITH DISTANT REGIONS SUCH AS ANATOLIA, THE INDUS VALLEY, AND EGYPT.

How WAS THE ECONOMY OF MESOPOTAMIA ORGANIZED AND CONTROLLED?

THE ECONOMY WAS LARGELY ORGANIZED AND CONTROLLED BY TEMPLE AND PALACE INSTITUTIONS, WHICH MANAGED LAND,
DISTRIBUTION OF RESOURCES, LABOR, AND TRADE ACTIVITIES.

\WHAT TYPES OF CURRENCY OR EXCHANGE SYSTEMS WERE USED IN ANCIENT
MESOPOTAMIA?P

ANCIENT MESOPOTAMIANS USED A SYSTEM OF BARTER AND STANDARDIZED SILVER WEIGHTS AS A FORM OF CURRENCY FOR
TRADE AND TRANSACTIONS.

How DID THE INVENTION OF WRITING IMPACT MESOPOTAMIAN ECONOMICS?

THE INVENTION OF CUNEIFORM WRITING ALLOWED MESOPOTAMIANS TO KEEP DETAILED ECONOMIC RECORDS, INCLUDING
INVENTORIES, TRANSACTIONS, AND CONTRACTS, WHICH IMPROVED ECONOMIC ADMINISTRATION AND TRADE.

WHAT KINDS OF GOODS WERE PRODUCED IN ANCIENT MESOPOTAMIA BESIDES
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS?

BESIDES AGRICULTURAL GOODS, MESOPOTAMIA PRODUCED TEXTILES, POTTERY, METAL TOOLS AND WEAPONS, AND CRAFTED
LUXURY ITEMS SUCH AS JEWELRY AND FURNITURE.

\WHAT ECONOMIC CHALLENGES DID ANCIENT MESOPOTAMIANS FACEP

THEY FACED CHALLENGES SUCH AS UNPREDICTABLE FLOODING, SALINIZATION OF SOIL DUE TO IRRIGATION, AND THE NEED TO
MANAGE LABOR AND RESOURCES EFFICIENTLY TO MAINTAIN AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTIVITY.

How DID SLAVERY INFLUENCE THE ECONOMY OF ANCIENT MESOPOTAMIA?

SLAVERY PROVIDED LABOR FOR LARGE-SCALE AGRICULTURE, CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS, AND CRAFT PRODUCTION, PLAYING A
SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN SUPPORTING THE MESOPOTAMIAN ECONOMY.

\WHAT EVIDENCE DO HISTORIANS USE TO UNDERSTAND ANCIENT MESOPOTAMIAN



ECONOMICS?

HISTORIANS RELY ON ARCHAEOLOGICAL FINDINGS, CUNEIFORM TABLETS CONTAINING ECONOMIC RECORDS, TRADE DOCUMENTS,
LEGAL CODES, AND ARTIFACTS TO RECONSTRUCT THE ECONOMIC SYSTEMS OF ANCIENT MESOPOTAMIA.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. THe Economy oF ANCIENT MESOPOTAMIA: TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRY

THIS BOOK EXPLORES THE FOUNDATIONAL ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES OF ANCIENT MESOPOTAMIA, FOCUSING ON TRADE NETWORKS,
AGRICULTURAL PRACTICES, AND EARLY INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENTS. |T PROVIDES A COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW OF HOW
MESOPOTAMIAN SOCIETIES MANAGED RESOURCES AND LABOR TO SUSTAIN COMPLEX URBAN CENTERS. THE TEXT INCORPORATES
ARCHAEOLOGICAL FINDINGS AND CUNEIFORM RECORDS TO ILLUSTRATE ECONOMIC ORGANIZATION AND EXCHANGE SYSTEMS.

2. MARKETS AND MERCHANTS IN ANCIENT MESOPOTAMIA

DELVING INTO THE COMMERCIAL LIFE OF MESOPOTAMIAN CITY-STATES, THIS BOOK EXAMINES THE ROLES OF MERCHANTS,
MARKETPLACES, AND TRADE ROUTES. |T HIGHLIGHTS THE MECHANISMS OF PRICE SETTING, CREDIT, AND CONTRACT LAW THAT
UNDERPINNED ECONOMIC TRANSACTIONS. THE AUTHOR ALSO DISCUSSES THE INFLUENCE OF POLITICAL POWER ON ECONOMIC
ACTIVITIES AND THE INTEGRATION OF MESOPOTAMIA INTO BROADER REGIONAL ECONOMIES.

3. MoNEY AND BANKING IN ANCIENT MESOPOTAMIA

THIS VOLUME INVESTIGATES THE USE OF MONEY, CREDIT, AND BANKING INSTITUTIONS IN MESOPOTAMIAN CIVILIZATION. [T
TRACES THE EVOLUTION FROM BARTER SYSTEMS TO THE USE OF SILVER AND OTHER COMMODITIES AS CURRENCY, INCLUDING THE
ROLE OF TEMPLES AND PALACES IN FINANCIAL OPERATIONS. THE BOOK PROVIDES DETAILED ANALYSES OF ECONOMIC TEXTS,
INCLUDING LOAN AGREEMENTS AND DEBT RECORDS.

4. AGRICULTURAL Economy oF MesoPoTAMIA: LAND, L ABOR, AND IRRIGATION

FOCUSING ON THE AGRICULTURAL BASE OF MESOPOTAMIAN ECONOMIES, THIS BOOK ANALYZES LAND OWNERSHIP, LABOR
ORGANIZATION, AND IRRIGATION TECHNIQUES. |T DISCUSSES HOW ENVIRONMENTAL CHALLENGES WERE MET WITH INNOVATIVE
WATER MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS THAT ENABLED SURPLUS PRODUCTION. THE STUDY ALSO LOOKS AT THE SOCIO-ECONOMIC
IMPLICATIONS OF AGRICULTURE IN URBAN AND RURAL SETTINGS.

5. EconoMIC ADMINISTRATION IN ANCIENT MESOPOTAMIAN EMPIRES

THIS WORK EXAMINES THE ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURES THAT MANAGED ECONOMIC RESOURCES IN MESOPOTAMIAN EMPIRES
SUCH AS AKKAD AND BABYLON. |T COVERS TAXATION, RESOURCE ALLOCATION, AND STATE CONTROL OVER PRODUCTION AND
DISTRIBUTION. THROUGH A DETAILED STUDY OF ADMINISTRATIVE RECORDS AND ROYAL DECREES, THE BOOK REVEALS THE
COMPLEXITY OF ECONOMIC GOVERNANCE.

6. CRAFT ProDUCTION AND ECONOMIC SPECIALIZATION IN MESOPOTAMIA

THIS BOOK SHEDS LIGHT ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF SPECIALIZED CRAFTS AND THEIR CONTRIBUTION TO THE MESOPOTAMIAN
ECONOMY. |T EXPLORES VARIOUS INDUSTRIES INCLUDING POTTERY, METALLURGY, TEXTILES, AND CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS.
THE AUTHOR DISCUSSES THE ORGANIZATION OF LABOR, APPRENTICESHIP SYSTEMS, AND THE IMPACT OF CRAFT GOODS ON
TRADE.

7. DeBT AnD CREDIT IN ANCIENT MESOPOTAMIAN SOCIETY

FOCUSING ON THE SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC DIMENSIONS OF DEBT, THIS BOOK ANALYZES HOW CREDIT SYSTEMS FUNCTIONED IN
MESOPOTAMIA. |T DISCUSSES THE LEGAL FRAMEWORKS GOVERNING LOANS, INTEREST RATES, AND DEBT FORGIVENESS. THE TEXT
ALSO EXPLORES THE INTERSECTION OF DEBT WITH SOCIAL STATUS AND POLITICAL POWER.

8. TRADE NETwWORKS OF ANCIENT MesoPoTAMIA: CONNECTING CIVILIZATIONS

THIS STUDY MAPS THE EXTENSIVE TRADE ROUTES LINKING MESOPOTAMIA WITH NEIGHBORING REGIONS SUCH AS ANATOLIA, THE
LEVANT, AND THE INDUS V ALLEY. |T HIGHLIGHTS THE EXCHANGE OF GOODS, IDEAS, AND TECHNOLOGIES THAT FACILITATED
ECONOMIC AND CULTURAL INTERACTIONS. THE BOOK DRAWS ON ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVIDENCE AND TEXTUAL SOURCES TO
RECONSTRUCT ANCIENT TRADING SYSTEMS.

Q. THE RoLE oF TEMPLES IN MESOPOTAMIAN ECONOMY

EXAMINING THE ECONOMIC FUNCTIONS OF TEMPLES, THIS BOOK REVEALS THEIR ROLE AS CENTERS OF PRODUCTION, STORAGE, AND
REDISTRIBUTION. IT DISCUSSES HOW TEMPLES CONTROLLED LAND, LABOR, AND RESOURCES, ACTING AS POWERFUL ECONOMIC
INSTITUTIONS. THE AUTHOR USES ADMINISTRATIVE TEXTS TO SHOW THE INTEGRATION OF RELIGIOUS AND ECONOMIC LIFE IN



MESOPOTAMIA.
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