
ap art history unit 2 review

ap art history unit 2 review is an essential guide for students preparing to master the art and architecture of
the ancient Mediterranean world. This unit focuses primarily on the art, culture, and historical context of
ancient Greece and Rome, covering critical periods such as the Archaic, Classical, and Hellenistic eras.
Understanding the diverse artistic styles, significant monuments, and cultural influences from this period is
crucial for success on the AP Art History exam. This comprehensive review will delve into the key
artworks, architectural innovations, and thematic developments that define Unit 2. Additionally, it will
provide detailed explanations to help students recognize stylistic characteristics and historical significance.
The article is structured to enhance retention and application of knowledge through organized sections and
key points.

Greek Art and Architecture

Roman Art and Architecture

Important Artworks and Monuments

Artistic Techniques and Materials

Historical and Cultural Context

Greek Art and Architecture
Greek art and architecture played a pivotal role in shaping Western art traditions. This section explores the
evolution of Greek artistic styles from the rigid figures of the Archaic period to the naturalism and
idealized forms of the Classical era, culminating in the expressive dynamism of the Hellenistic age.

Archaic Period
The Archaic period (circa 800–480 BCE) is characterized by the development of monumental sculpture and
temple architecture. Key features include the kouros and kore statues, which exhibit stylized poses and the
characteristic "Archaic smile." Temples from this period began to adopt the Doric and Ionic orders, setting
the foundation for later architectural refinement.



Classical Period
The Classical period (circa 480–323 BCE) represents the height of Greek artistic achievement. Sculptors
emphasized proportion, balance, and idealized human anatomy, exemplified by works such as the
Doryphoros by Polykleitos. Architecture saw the perfection of the Doric and Ionic orders, while the
Parthenon stands as the quintessential example of Classical temple design, embodying harmony and
mathematical precision.

Hellenistic Period
Following the Classical era, the Hellenistic period (323–31 BCE) introduced more dramatic, emotional, and
realistic representations in art. Sculptures like the Laocoön Group and the Winged Victory of Samothrace
display heightened movement and expression. Architectural projects became more elaborate, reflecting the
spread of Greek culture across a vast territory.

Roman Art and Architecture
Roman art and architecture, heavily influenced by Greek precedents, developed unique characteristics that
reflected the empire’s expansive nature and engineering prowess. This section reviews the major
developments in Roman artistic expression and architectural innovation.

Republican and Imperial Eras
During the Republican era, Roman art focused on verism, a style emphasizing realistic and sometimes
unflattering depictions of individuals, particularly in portraiture. The Imperial period introduced grandiose
public buildings, monuments, and sculptures designed to glorify the emperor and the empire.

Architectural Innovations
Romans revolutionized architecture through the widespread use of concrete, enabling the construction of
large-scale structures such as the Colosseum and the Pantheon. Innovations like the arch, vault, and dome
allowed for expansive interior spaces previously unattainable in Greek architecture.

Important Artworks and Monuments
Identifying and understanding key artworks and monuments is critical for mastering Unit 2. These pieces
illustrate the artistic and cultural values of ancient Greece and Rome.



Parthenon – Located on the Acropolis in Athens, this temple epitomizes Classical Greek architecture1.
and religious devotion to Athena.

Doryphoros (Spear Bearer) – Polykleitos’ sculpture demonstrating ideal human proportions and2.
contrapposto stance.

Laocoön and His Sons – A Hellenistic sculpture depicting dramatic struggle and emotion.3.

Colosseum – An iconic Roman amphitheater showcasing engineering excellence and public4.
entertainment.

Pantheon – A Roman temple featuring a massive concrete dome with an oculus, symbolizing5.
architectural innovation.

Augustus of Prima Porta – A statue portraying the emperor Augustus as an idealized military leader6.
and divine figure.

Artistic Techniques and Materials
The materials and techniques employed by Greek and Roman artists contributed significantly to the visual
impact and durability of their works. This section outlines the primary methods and media utilized during
Unit 2.

Sculpture
Greek sculptors primarily used marble and bronze for their statues. Bronze allowed for more dynamic poses
due to its tensile strength, though many original bronzes have been lost and are known through Roman
marble copies. Roman sculptors continued these traditions, often incorporating realistic portraiture and
detailed relief carvings.

Architecture
Greek architecture relied on finely cut stone blocks and post-and-lintel construction, while Romans
innovated with concrete, allowing for new structural forms such as arches and domes. Both cultures
decorated buildings with sculptural elements and painted details.



Painting and Mosaics
Although few original Greek paintings survive, vase painting provides insight into their narrative styles
and motifs. Roman frescoes and mosaics adorned domestic and public spaces, illustrating mythological,
historical, and everyday scenes with vibrant color and intricate detail.

Historical and Cultural Context
Art from Unit 2 cannot be fully appreciated without understanding the historical and cultural background
in which it was created. This section contextualizes Greek and Roman art within their social, political, and
religious frameworks.

Greek Society and Religion
Greek art was deeply intertwined with religious practices and civic identity. Temples served as homes for
deities, and sculptures often depicted gods, heroes, and athletes, reflecting the values of harmony, balance,
and human potential.

Roman Empire and Politics
Roman art served propagandistic purposes, reinforcing the authority of the emperor and the grandeur of
Rome. Public monuments commemorated military victories and political achievements, while private art
reflected the diversity of the empire’s population and cultural influences.

Cross-Cultural Influences
Both Greek and Roman art absorbed ideas from neighboring civilizations such as Egypt and the Near East,
evident in stylistic elements and iconography. The Hellenistic period, in particular, saw the fusion of
diverse artistic traditions due to Alexander the Great’s conquests.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main characteristics of Ancient Near Eastern art covered in
AP Art History Unit 2?
Ancient Near Eastern art is characterized by monumental architecture such as ziggurats, the use of
registers in relief sculptures, narrative scenes depicting rulers and deities, and the use of durable materials



like stone and baked brick.

How did the Sumerians contribute to the development of writing and
art?
The Sumerians developed cuneiform writing, one of the earliest writing systems, which was often
inscribed on clay tablets. Their art includes intricate cylinder seals and relief sculptures that depict
mythology and daily life.

What is the significance of the Code of Hammurabi stele in Unit 2?
The Code of Hammurabi stele is significant as it combines legal text with art, featuring a relief of
Hammurabi receiving laws from the god Shamash, illustrating the divine authority of the laws and the role
of kingship in Mesopotamia.

Describe the artistic features of the Palette of Narmer.
The Palette of Narmer is a ceremonial slate palette featuring low relief carvings in registers, symbolic
imagery representing the unification of Upper and Lower Egypt, and the use of hierarchical scale to depict
King Narmer.

What architectural innovations are seen in Egyptian pyramid
construction during Unit 2?
Egyptian pyramids evolved from step pyramids to smooth-sided pyramids, demonstrating advancements in
engineering and construction techniques, including precise alignment and the use of limestone casing
stones.

How does the Standard of Ur illustrate social hierarchy and daily life in
Sumerian culture?
The Standard of Ur uses registers to depict scenes of war and peace, showing soldiers, chariots, and
banquets, illustrating the social hierarchy from kings and warriors to servants and animals.

What materials and techniques were commonly used in Ancient Near
Eastern sculpture?
Common materials included stone, alabaster, and metal. Techniques involved relief carving, inlay with
precious stones, and the creation of large-scale statues and votive figures with stylized features.



Explain the role of votive figures in Sumerian religious practice.
Votive figures were statues placed in temples as offerings to gods, intended to represent worshippers
perpetually praying on their behalf, characterized by wide eyes and clasped hands.

What is the historical context and artistic significance of the Lamassu
figures?
Lamassu are Assyrian protective deities with human heads, bodies of bulls or lions, and wings, placed at
palace entrances to ward off evil, showcasing detailed carving and the synthesis of different animal features.

How does the art of Unit 2 reflect the relationship between religion and
political power?
Art from this period often depicts rulers in close association with gods, using iconography to legitimize
their authority, and monumental architecture to demonstrate their power and divine favor.

Additional Resources
1. Art of the Ancient World: A Comprehensive AP Art History Review
This book offers an in-depth exploration of early civilizations' art, covering Mesopotamia, Egypt, and early
Mediterranean cultures. It provides detailed images, timelines, and key concepts essential for mastering
Unit 2. Perfect for students aiming to understand the foundations of ancient artistic traditions.

2. Visualizing Early Civilizations: AP Art History Unit 2 Guide
Focused on Unit 2, this guide breaks down significant artworks from the ancient Near East and Egypt. It
includes analysis of form, function, and cultural context, helping students connect historical facts with visual
evidence. Practice quizzes and flashcards are included for effective review.

3. Ancient Art and Architecture: AP Art History Essentials
Covering art and architecture from the Bronze Age through early classical periods, this book is tailored for
AP students. It emphasizes major works such as ziggurats, pyramids, and sculptures, providing clear
explanations and comparisons. The book also highlights artistic techniques and symbolism.

4. Unit 2 AP Art History: Early Cultures and Their Masterpieces
This review book focuses on early cultures featured in Unit 2, including Sumerian, Akkadian, and
Egyptian art. It presents each piece within its historical and religious background, enabling students to
grasp the significance behind the imagery. The text is concise, making it ideal for quick study sessions.

5. Masterpieces of Early Art: AP Art History Unit 2 Review
Designed for AP exam preparation, this book showcases iconic artworks such as the Standard of Ur and the



Palette of Narmer. Detailed illustrations accompany thorough descriptions of artistic methods and cultural
influence. The book also offers practice questions to test comprehension.

6. From Mesopotamia to Egypt: An AP Art History Unit 2 Companion
This companion guide bridges the art of Mesopotamia and Egypt, highlighting similarities and differences
in style and purpose. It includes maps and timelines to contextualize the development of art in these
regions. Ideal for students seeking a comparative understanding of early art.

7. Ancient Art Review for AP Art History: Unit 2 Edition
This review book provides a structured overview of key artworks and monuments in Unit 2. It features
side-by-side image analyses and summaries that clarify complex concepts. The format supports both visual
and textual learners preparing for the AP exam.

8. Early Civilizations in Art: AP Art History Study Guide
A focused study guide that covers the art of early civilizations with emphasis on symbolism and cultural
significance. The guide is enriched with high-quality images and breakdowns of artistic techniques. It also
includes review questions to reinforce learning.

9. AP Art History Unit 2: Art and Architecture of Ancient Worlds
This book delves into the art and architecture of ancient Mesopotamia, Egypt, and neighboring cultures,
providing detailed descriptions and historical context. It aims to help students appreciate the evolution of
artistic styles and their societal roles. The inclusion of practice exams makes it a comprehensive study tool.
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