ap art history units

ap art history units form the backbone of the Advanced Placement Art History
course, designed to provide students with a comprehensive understanding of
global art traditions and their historical contexts. These units cover a
diverse range of periods, cultures, and artistic movements, enabling learners
to develop critical thinking skills and visual literacy. Each unit emphasizes
key concepts, essential questions, and significant artworks, facilitating a
structured approach to studying art history. By exploring these units,
students gain insights into the evolution of art, the influence of cultural
and social factors, and the role of art in human expression. This article
delves into the detailed structure of the AP Art History units, highlighting
their thematic organization, content scope, and relevance to the AP exam. The
following sections will outline the main units, their subtopics, and
essential aspects to focus on for mastery of the subject.
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Overview of AP Art History Units

The AP Art History curriculum is divided into distinct units that
chronologically and thematically organize the study of art. These ap art
history units align with the College Board’s framework, ensuring
comprehensive coverage of major art periods and global perspectives. The
course consists of 10 units, each focusing on specific time frames and
regions, ranging from prehistoric art to contemporary works. This structure
allows students to explore the development of artistic styles, techniques,
and cultural meanings over time.

Each unit contains essential content areas, including important artworks, key
vocabulary, historical context, and thematic questions. Students are expected
to analyze artworks critically, understand their cultural significance, and
relate them to broader historical narratives. The units incorporate various
media such as architecture, sculpture, painting, and decorative arts,
reflecting the multifaceted nature of art history.



Prehistoric to Ancient Art Units

Unit 1: Global Prehistory

This unit covers the earliest known art forms created by humans, dating back
to the Paleolithic and Neolithic periods. Key topics include cave paintings,
megalithic structures, and early sculptures, which provide insight into
prehistoric societies’ spiritual and daily lives. Understanding the
materials, techniques, and purposes of prehistoric art is fundamental to
grasping the origins of artistic expression.

Unit 2: Ancient Mediterranean

Focusing on the art of ancient Egypt, Mesopotamia, and the Aegean cultures,
this unit examines monumental architecture, relief sculpture, and funerary
art. Students explore the symbolism and religious significance embedded in
works such as pyramids, ziggurats, and frescoes. The unit highlights the
interplay between art and power in early civilizations.

Unit 3: Early Europe and Colonial Americas

This section includes art produced during the Bronze Age and Iron Age in
Europe, as well as indigenous art from the Americas prior to European
contact. Artistic traditions such as Celtic metalwork, Greek vase painting,
and Native American pottery illustrate diverse cultural identities and
technological advances. The unit emphasizes cross-cultural interactions and
artistic innovation.

Prehistoric cave paintings and sculptures

Egyptian funerary art and architecture

Mesopotamian reliefs and ziggurats

Greek pottery and sculptures

Indigenous American artifacts

Classical and Medieval Art Units

Unit 4: Later Europe and Americas

This unit covers art from the Classical period through the early modern era
in Europe and the Americas. Students study Roman architecture, Byzantine
mosaics, and the development of Gothic cathedrals. The artistic evolution



reflects religious, political, and social transformations across centuries,
including the spread of Christianity and the rise of feudal societies.

Unit 5: Indigenous Americas and Oceania

Focusing on pre-Columbian and Oceanic art, this unit explores the rich visual
cultures of the Americas and Pacific Islands. Artworks such as Aztec codices,
Incan textiles, and Polynesian carvings demonstrate complex religious beliefs
and social structures. The unit encourages understanding of art within
indigenous worldviews and colonial impact.

Renaissance to Baroque Art Units

Unit 6: Early Modern Europe and Colonial Americas

This unit centers on the Renaissance, Mannerism, and Baroque art in Europe
alongside colonial art in the Americas. It highlights advancements in
perspective, anatomy, and dramatic expression. Artists like Leonardo da
Vinci, Caravaggio, and Velazquez exemplify the period’s artistic innovations
and cultural exchanges.

Unit 7: Later Modern Europe and Americas

Covering the 18th and 19th centuries, this unit investigates Neoclassicism,
Romanticism, Realism, and Impressionism. The artworks reflect changing
political ideals, industrialization, and new artistic techniques. The unit
also addresses art’s role in expressing national identity and social critique
during periods of upheaval.

Modern to Contemporary Art Units

Unit 8: Modern Art

This unit addresses early 20th-century movements such as Cubism, Surrealism,
and Abstract Expressionism. Artists like Picasso, Dali, and Pollock
challenged traditional aesthetics and explored new ways of representing
reality. The unit discusses the impact of technological progress and global
conflicts on artistic production.

Unit 9: Contemporary Art

Focusing on post-World War II art to the present, this unit explores diverse
media and approaches, including Pop Art, Minimalism, and digital art. Themes
such as identity, globalization, and environmentalism are prevalent. The unit
encourages critical analysis of how contemporary artists engage with social



and political issues.

Strategies for Studying AP Art History Units

Mastering ap art history units requires effective study strategies tailored
to the course’s breadth and depth. Students benefit from systematic review,
focusing on key artworks, themes, and terminology. Visual memorization
combined with contextual understanding enhances retention and analytical
skills.

Recommended approaches include:

Creating detailed flashcards for significant artworks and artists

Organizing notes by units and subtopics for clarity

Practicing visual analysis with sample exam questions

Engaging with timelines to understand historical progression

Participating in group discussions to deepen interpretive skills

Consistent exposure to the diverse range of artworks and cultural contexts
covered by the AP Art History curriculum prepares students for success on the
exam and fosters lasting appreciation for global artistic heritage.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main units covered in the AP Art
History curriculum?

The AP Art History curriculum is divided into 10 main units: Global
Prehistory, Ancient Mediterranean, Early Europe and Colonial Americas, Later
Europe and Americas, Indigenous Americas, Africa, West and Central Asia,
South, East, and Southeast Asia, The Pacific, and Global Contemporary.

How is the AP Art History exam structured in
relation to the units?

The AP Art History exam includes multiple-choice questions and free-response
questions that cover all 10 units, testing students' knowledge of key
artworks, themes, and historical contexts from each unit.



Which unit focuses on art from the Renaissance
period?

The Renaissance period is primarily covered in Unit 4: Later Europe and
Americas, which includes art from the 1400s to the 1700s.

Are non-Western art traditions included in the AP
Art History units?

Yes, non-Western art traditions are extensively covered in units such as
Indigenous Americas, Africa, West and Central Asia, South, East, and
Southeast Asia, and The Pacific.

What types of artworks are studied in Unit 1: Global
Prehistory?

Unit 1 covers prehistoric art including cave paintings, megalithic
structures, and early sculptures from various regions around the world,
dating before written history.

How can students best prepare for the variety of
units in AP Art History?

Students should use a combination of studying key artworks, understanding
historical and cultural contexts, practicing visual analysis, and reviewing
thematic connections across units.

Does AP Art History require memorization of specific
artworks for each unit?

Yes, students are expected to know specific key works of art from each unit,
including details about their creators, dates, styles, and cultural
significance.

How are contemporary art movements addressed in the
AP Art History units?

Contemporary art movements are primarily covered in Unit 10: Global
Contemporary, which explores art from the late 20th century to the present
across diverse cultures.

Additional Resources

1. The Story of Art by E.H. Gombrich
This classic introduction to art history offers a comprehensive overview of
Western art from prehistoric times to the modern era. Gombrich's clear



writing and engaging style make complex concepts accessible to students. The
book includes numerous illustrations, helping readers visualize key works
discussed in AP Art History units.

2. Art: A World History by Elke Linda Buchholz et al.

This book provides a global perspective on art history, covering major
cultures and periods from ancient to contemporary times. It is organized
thematically and chronologically, making it useful for understanding cross-
cultural influences. The concise descriptions and vibrant images support
students preparing for the AP Art History exam.

3. Gardner's Art Through the Ages: A Global History by Fred S. Kleiner

A widely used textbook in art history courses, this book presents a thorough
survey of art across civilizations and eras. It emphasizes cultural context
and artistic techniques, aligning well with AP Art History curriculum units.
The detailed visuals and scholarly analysis help deepen students'
comprehension.

4. Art and Ideology in Early Modern Europe by Andrew Morrall

Focusing on the Renaissance and Baroque periods, this text explores how art
reflected and influenced political and religious ideas. It ties in with AP
Art History units covering European art from the 15th to 18th centuries. The
book encourages critical thinking about the relationship between art and
society.

5. Prehistoric Art: The Symbolic Journey of Humankind by Paul G. Bahn

This book delves into the origins of art, examining cave paintings,
sculptures, and other early artifacts. It supports the AP Art History unit on
prehistoric art by providing archaeological insights and interpretations.
Richly illustrated, it helps students appreciate the significance of early
human creativity.

6. Islamic Art and Architecture: From Isfahan to the Taj Mahal by Henri
Stierlin

Covering key Islamic art and architectural achievements, this book highlights
cultural and religious influences across regions. It aligns with the AP Art
History units on Islamic art, offering detailed descriptions of mosques,
palaces, and decorative arts. The photographs and maps enhance understanding
of the art's context.

7. Asian Art by Miriam Clavir

This text focuses on the diverse artistic traditions of Asia, including
China, Japan, India, and Southeast Asia. It addresses themes and styles
pertinent to AP Art History units on Asian art. The book combines historical
background with analysis of painting, sculpture, and architecture.

8. Modern Art: Impressionism to Postmodernism by David Britt

Tracing the development of modern art movements, this book covers
Impressionism, Cubism, Surrealism, and beyond. It is useful for AP Art
History units on modern and contemporary art, providing context for artists
and their works. The narrative is supported by vivid images and critical



commentary.

9. Art of the Americas by Christine M. Kondoleon

Focusing on indigenous and colonial art from North, Central, and South
America, this book explores a variety of media and cultural expressions. It
complements AP Art History units on the Americas before and after European
contact. The work offers insights into symbolism, technique, and historical
significance.
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