
ap environmental science exam review

ap environmental science exam review is an essential process for students preparing to take one of the most
comprehensive and challenging Advanced Placement exams in the sciences. This exam covers a wide range of
topics that examine the interactions between human systems and the natural environment. A thorough review
helps students solidify their understanding of key concepts, improve their critical thinking skills, and become
familiar with the exam format. This article provides a detailed guide on how to effectively prepare for the AP
Environmental Science exam, including an overview of the exam structure, core topics, study strategies, and
practice techniques. Whether students are beginning their revision or looking to refine their knowledge, this
review offers valuable insights to boost performance and confidence on exam day. The following sections will
explore the exam format, essential content areas, effective study methods, and useful resources for success.

Understanding the AP Environmental Science Exam Format

Key Content Areas to Focus On

Effective Study Strategies for the Exam

Practice Resources and Test-Taking Tips

Understanding the AP Environmental Science Exam Format

The AP Environmental Science exam is designed to evaluate students' grasp of environmental concepts,
analytical skills, and ability to apply knowledge to real-world scenarios. Understanding the structure of the
exam is crucial for effective preparation and time management during the test.

Exam Structure and Timing

The exam consists of two main sections: multiple-choice questions and free-response questions. The total
testing time is approximately three hours.

Section 1: Multiple Choice – This section contains 80 questions to be completed in 90 minutes.
Questions assess comprehension of foundational concepts and data interpretation skills.

Section 2: Free Response – This section includes 3 short-answer questions and 3 long-form questions,
with a total duration of 90 minutes. These questions require students to explain concepts, analyze
scenarios, and propose solutions to environmental problems.

The multiple-choice portion accounts for 50% of the exam score, while the free-response section accounts for
the remaining 50%. Familiarity with the format allows students to allocate their time effectively and
approach each question type with confidence.

Types of Questions

The exam questions test a variety of skills, including recall of factual information, interpretation of graphs
and data, application of scientific principles, and evaluation of environmental issues. Students will encounter
questions that require critical thinking and synthesis of information across multiple disciplines within
environmental science.



Key Content Areas to Focus On

AP Environmental Science covers a broad range of topics that integrate biology, chemistry, geology, and
social sciences. Focusing on the core content areas during review is essential for mastering the material.

Earth Systems and Resources

This topic covers the physical and chemical processes that shape the Earth and its resources, including
atmosphere, hydrosphere, geosphere, and soil science. Understanding cycles such as the water cycle, carbon
cycle, and nitrogen cycle is fundamental.

Living Systems and Biodiversity

Students should study ecosystems, species interactions, population dynamics, and the importance of
biodiversity. Concepts like energy flow through trophic levels and ecosystem services are emphasized.

Human Population and Its Impact

This area explores human demographics, population growth models, urbanization, and the environmental
consequences of human activities. It includes the study of resource consumption and sustainability challenges.

Land and Water Use

Topics include agriculture, forestry, mining, fishing, and the management of freshwater resources. Understanding
the environmental impacts of land use practices and water management strategies is critical.

Energy Resources and Consumption

Students review renewable and nonrenewable energy sources, energy efficiency, and the environmental effects of
energy production and consumption. Knowledge of fossil fuels, nuclear energy, solar, wind, and bioenergy is
necessary.

Pollution and Waste Management

This section covers air, water, and soil pollution, along with waste generation and disposal methods.
Students learn about pollutants, their sources, and mitigation strategies including recycling and hazardous
waste management.

Global Change

Topics include climate change, ozone depletion, loss of biodiversity, and other large-scale environmental issues.
Understanding the scientific basis and policy implications of global environmental change is important.

Effective Study Strategies for the Exam

Strategic studying enhances retention and comprehension of the vast amount of material covered on the AP



Environmental Science exam. Employing a variety of techniques can lead to more efficient and productive review
sessions.

Create a Study Schedule

Organizing study time helps ensure all topics are covered systematically. Breaking down content into
manageable sections and setting specific goals for each session promotes consistent progress.

Use Practice Tests

Taking full-length practice exams under timed conditions builds familiarity with the exam format and improves
time management. Reviewing incorrect answers helps identify knowledge gaps to address.

Summarize Key Concepts

Creating concise notes, flashcards, or concept maps reinforces understanding and aids quick review. Summarizing
complex topics simplifies retention and facilitates connections between ideas.

Engage in Active Learning

Active study methods such as teaching material to peers, participating in group discussions, or applying
concepts to current environmental issues deepen comprehension and critical thinking skills.

Focus on Data Interpretation

Since the exam often includes graphs, charts, and experimental data, practicing data analysis is crucial.
Interpreting visual information and drawing conclusions are frequently tested skills.

Practice Resources and Test-Taking Tips

Utilizing high-quality resources and employing effective test-taking strategies can significantly improve exam
performance.

Recommended Study Materials

Students should use a combination of textbooks, review books specifically for AP Environmental Science,
online quizzes, and video tutorials. Official College Board practice exams are invaluable for authentic
preparation.

Time Management During the Exam

Allocating time wisely between multiple-choice and free-response sections ensures all questions are addressed.
It is advisable to answer easier questions first and return to more challenging ones later.



Answering Multiple-Choice Questions

Carefully reading each question and all answer choices helps avoid mistakes. Eliminating obviously incorrect
options increases the chances of selecting the correct answer when guessing.

Approaching Free-Response Questions

Planning responses by outlining key points before writing leads to clearer and more comprehensive answers.
Incorporating relevant terminology and examples strengthens responses.

Maintain Calm and Confidence

Staying composed during the exam reduces errors caused by stress. Confidence built through thorough review
and practice contributes to optimal performance.

Understand the exam format and question types.1.

Focus review on core environmental science topics.2.

Implement structured study schedules and active learning.3.

Use quality practice materials and simulate exam conditions.4.

Develop test-taking strategies tailored to each section.5.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main topics covered in the AP Environmental Science exam?

The AP Environmental Science exam covers topics such as Earth systems and resources, the living world,
population, land and water use, energy resources and consumption, pollution, and global change.

How is the AP Environmental Science exam structured?

The exam consists of two sections: Section 1 has 80 multiple-choice questions, and Section 2 includes 4 free-
response questions. The total exam time is 3 hours.

What are effective study strategies for the AP Environmental Science exam?

Effective strategies include reviewing key concepts and vocabulary, practicing past exam questions,
understanding data analysis and experimental design, and staying updated on current environmental issues.

Are there any recommended resources for AP Environmental Science exam
review?

Popular resources include the Princeton Review, Barron's AP Environmental Science, Khan Academy, and
College Board's official course description and past exam questions.



How important is understanding environmental policies for the AP
Environmental Science exam?

Understanding major environmental policies and legislation is crucial, as questions often focus on the impact
and significance of laws like the Clean Air Act, Clean Water Act, and Endangered Species Act.

What types of free-response questions appear on the AP Environmental
Science exam?

Free-response questions may involve data analysis, designing experiments, proposing solutions to environmental
problems, and explaining ecological principles or human impacts on the environment.

How can students improve their data analysis skills for the AP
Environmental Science exam?

Students can improve by practicing interpreting graphs, tables, and charts related to environmental data,
understanding statistical trends, and applying quantitative reasoning to solve problems.

Is memorization or conceptual understanding more important for the AP
Environmental Science exam?

Conceptual understanding is more important because the exam tests the ability to apply knowledge to real-
world scenarios, analyze data, and solve problems rather than just recalling facts.

How can students manage their time effectively during the AP Environmental
Science exam?

Students should practice pacing by timing themselves on multiple-choice and free-response sections, answering
easier questions first, and allocating enough time for written responses and review.

Additional Resources
1. Cracking the AP Environmental Science Exam
This comprehensive guide by The Princeton Review offers detailed content review, practice questions, and test-
taking strategies specifically tailored for the AP Environmental Science exam. It includes full-length practice
tests and thorough explanations to help students understand complex environmental concepts. The book also
provides tips on managing time and tackling different question formats.

2. 5 Steps to a 5: AP Environmental Science
Designed for efficient study, this book breaks down the exam content into manageable sections and offers a
step-by-step study plan. It features practice exams, review questions, and detailed answer explanations. The
guide helps students develop critical thinking skills necessary for analyzing environmental problems and
solutions.

3. Barron's AP Environmental Science
Barron's guide is known for its rigorous practice questions and in-depth content review. The book covers all
key topics on the AP Environmental Science exam, including ecosystems, biodiversity, and pollution. Its
extensive practice tests and review exercises help students gauge their readiness and identify areas needing
improvement.

4. AP Environmental Science Crash Course
This concise review book is perfect for last-minute studying, summarizing essential concepts in a clear and
straightforward manner. It includes practice questions and review drills to reinforce knowledge quickly. The



Crash Course format is designed to boost confidence and improve exam performance under tight time constraints.

5. Environmental Science for AP
Authored by Andrew Friedland and Rick Relyea, this textbook is widely used for AP Environmental Science
classes and offers thorough coverage of all exam topics. It integrates real-world environmental issues with
scientific principles, encouraging critical analysis. The book includes review questions and laboratory
activities to deepen understanding.

6. AP Environmental Science Prep Plus
This prep book combines comprehensive content review with targeted practice questions and strategies. It
provides chapter summaries, key terms, and practice quizzes to help students retain material. The book also
emphasizes data analysis and scientific reasoning skills essential for the exam.

7. REA's AP Environmental Science Test Prep
REA's guide offers detailed lessons, practice tests, and drills to prepare students for the AP exam. It features
clear explanations of environmental science concepts and includes test-taking tips to maximize scores. The book
is designed to build confidence through extensive practice and review.

8. CliffsNotes AP Environmental Science
CliffsNotes provides a concise yet thorough review of the AP Environmental Science curriculum, focusing on
major themes and concepts. It includes practice questions and quick quizzes to assess understanding. This guide
is ideal for students seeking a straightforward review resource with helpful summaries.

9. Kaplan AP Environmental Science
Kaplan’s prep book offers a balanced mix of content review, practice tests, and strategy advice. It covers all
exam topics with detailed explanations and includes access to online resources for additional practice. The
book helps students develop analytical skills and apply scientific knowledge effectively on the exam.
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