
ap human geography agriculture test
ap human geography agriculture test is a critical component for students aiming to
excel in Advanced Placement Human Geography. This test covers the essential concepts
related to agricultural practices, patterns, and the role agriculture plays in human
geography and economic development. Students are assessed on their understanding of
agricultural regions, types of farming, technological advances, and the impact of agriculture
on societies and environments. This article provides a comprehensive guide to the key
topics typically encountered on the ap human geography agriculture test. It will help
students prepare effectively by outlining important themes, definitions, and examples
relevant to the exam. The discussion includes agricultural revolutions, types of farming
systems, and contemporary challenges in agriculture, ensuring a well-rounded review.
Following this introduction, a clear table of contents will guide the reader through each
major section of the article.
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Agricultural Revolutions and Their Impact
The ap human geography agriculture test frequently examines the various agricultural
revolutions that have transformed human society. These revolutions mark key shifts in how
humans produce food and manage the land, directly influencing population growth,
settlement patterns, and economic structures.

The Neolithic Revolution
The Neolithic Revolution, also known as the First Agricultural Revolution, began around
10,000 years ago when humans transitioned from hunting and gathering to settled farming.
This revolution introduced domestication of plants and animals, leading to permanent
settlements and the rise of civilizations. Key crops such as wheat and barley were
cultivated, and animals like sheep and cattle were domesticated.

The Second Agricultural Revolution
The Second Agricultural Revolution occurred alongside the Industrial Revolution in the 18th



and 19th centuries. It involved improvements in farming technology, such as the seed drill
and mechanized equipment, and enhanced crop rotation methods. These changes
increased agricultural productivity and supported urbanization by feeding growing city
populations.

The Green Revolution
The Green Revolution took place in the mid-20th century, introducing high-yield crop
varieties, synthetic fertilizers, pesticides, and advanced irrigation techniques. It significantly
boosted food production in developing countries, particularly in Asia and Latin America.
However, it also raised concerns about environmental degradation and socio-economic
inequalities.

Types of Agriculture
Understanding the various types of agriculture is essential for the ap human geography
agriculture test. Different farming practices reflect environmental conditions, cultural
preferences, and economic factors.

Subsistence Agriculture
Subsistence agriculture is primarily practiced to meet the needs of the farmer’s family, with
little surplus for trade. It includes activities such as shifting cultivation, pastoral nomadism,
and intensive subsistence farming. These methods are common in less developed regions
and often rely on manual labor and traditional techniques.

Commercial Agriculture
Commercial agriculture focuses on producing crops and livestock for sale in markets. This
type includes plantation farming, mixed crop and livestock systems, and large-scale grain
production. Commercial farms are typically mechanized and use advanced technology to
maximize yields and profits.

Plantation Agriculture
Plantation agriculture is a form of commercial farming practiced mainly in tropical regions,
growing cash crops such as coffee, sugarcane, rubber, and cotton. These plantations often
require large labor forces and are linked to global trade networks. Historically, they have
been associated with colonial economies.

Mixed Crop and Livestock Farming
This system combines crop cultivation and livestock raising on the same farm. Crops



provide feed for animals, and animal manure fertilizes the soil. It is a dominant form of
commercial agriculture in developed regions such as the United States and Western
Europe.

Agricultural Regions and Patterns
The ap human geography agriculture test also assesses knowledge of global agricultural
regions and their distinctive characteristics. These regions are shaped by climate, soil,
cultural practices, and economic development.

Major Agricultural Regions
Key agricultural regions include:

Pastoral Nomadism: Found in arid and semi-arid zones such as the Middle East and
Central Asia, involving the herding of animals adapted to dry conditions.

Shifting Cultivation: Occurs in tropical rainforest regions like the Amazon and
Central Africa, where fields are cleared temporarily and then left fallow.

Intensive Subsistence Farming: Practiced in densely populated areas of South and
East Asia, focusing on rice and other labor-intensive crops.

Commercial Grain Farming: Predominant in the Great Plains of the United States
and Canada, producing wheat and other cereals for global markets.

Dairy Farming: Located near urban centers in developed countries due to the
perishable nature of milk products.

Factors Influencing Agricultural Patterns
Agricultural patterns are influenced by:

Climate: Determines what crops can be grown and the timing of planting and1.
harvesting.

Soil Quality: Fertile soils encourage certain types of farming, while poor soils limit2.
options.

Topography: Flat plains favor mechanized farming, whereas mountainous areas may3.
support terraced agriculture.

Cultural Traditions: Local customs and dietary preferences shape agricultural4.
choices.



Economic Development: Wealthier regions often employ more technology and5.
commercial practices.

Technological Advances in Agriculture
Technological innovation plays a significant role in modern agriculture and is a common
subject on the ap human geography agriculture test. These advances affect productivity,
sustainability, and the global food supply chain.

Mechanization
The introduction of machinery such as tractors, harvesters, and planters has revolutionized
farming by reducing labor needs and increasing efficiency. Mechanization is widespread in
developed countries and is gradually expanding in developing regions.

Biotechnology and Genetic Modification
Biotechnology includes the development of genetically modified organisms (GMOs) that
resist pests, tolerate herbicides, or enhance nutritional content. GMOs are controversial but
have contributed to higher yields and reduced chemical use in some crops.

Precision Agriculture
Precision agriculture uses GPS, sensors, and data analytics to optimize planting, watering,
and fertilizing. This technology reduces waste, lowers costs, and improves environmental
sustainability by targeting inputs precisely where needed.

Irrigation Technologies
Advanced irrigation methods such as drip and sprinkler systems conserve water and allow
farming in arid regions. Efficient water management is crucial for sustaining agriculture
amid climate variability.

Environmental and Economic Challenges in
Agriculture
The ap human geography agriculture test includes questions about the challenges faced by
modern agriculture, highlighting the balance between production and sustainability.



Soil Degradation and Erosion
Intensive farming can lead to soil exhaustion, erosion, and loss of fertility. Practices like
monocropping and overgrazing exacerbate these problems, threatening long-term
agricultural productivity.

Water Scarcity and Pollution
Agriculture is a major consumer of freshwater and a source of water pollution from
fertilizers and pesticides. Managing water resources sustainably is a critical challenge in
many parts of the world.

Climate Change Impacts
Changing weather patterns affect growing seasons, crop yields, and the prevalence of pests
and diseases. Agriculture must adapt through new crop varieties and altered farming
practices to maintain food security.

Economic Pressures on Farmers
Global markets, fluctuating commodity prices, and trade policies influence farmers’
incomes and decisions. Small-scale farmers in developing countries often face difficulties
competing with large agribusinesses.

Sustainable Agriculture Practices
To address environmental and economic challenges, sustainable agriculture emphasizes
conservation, biodiversity, and reduced chemical use. Techniques include crop rotation,
organic farming, agroforestry, and integrated pest management.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main types of agriculture studied in AP
Human Geography?
The main types include subsistence agriculture, commercial agriculture, pastoral
nomadism, shifting cultivation, intensive wet rice farming, plantation farming, mixed crop
and livestock farming, and Mediterranean agriculture.

How does the Green Revolution impact agricultural



practices?
The Green Revolution introduced high-yield crop varieties, chemical fertilizers, and
advanced irrigation techniques, significantly increasing food production but also causing
environmental concerns and social inequalities.

What is the Von Thünen model and its significance in
agriculture?
The Von Thünen model explains agricultural land use patterns based on distance from a
central market, showing how different types of farming are located to minimize
transportation costs and maximize profit.

What distinguishes subsistence agriculture from
commercial agriculture?
Subsistence agriculture is primarily for local consumption by the farmer's family, while
commercial agriculture is production aimed at selling products in markets for profit.

How do climate and physical geography influence
agricultural practices?
Climate determines the types of crops that can be grown and the length of the growing
season, while physical features like soil quality, terrain, and water availability affect farming
methods and productivity.

What role does terrace farming play in agriculture?
Terrace farming involves creating stepped levels on mountainous terrain to reduce soil
erosion and manage water flow, enabling cultivation in otherwise challenging
environments.

How does shifting cultivation function and where is it
commonly practiced?
Shifting cultivation involves clearing forested land to farm temporarily, then moving to a
new area when soil fertility declines. It is common in tropical regions such as the Amazon,
Central Africa, and Southeast Asia.

What are the characteristics of plantation agriculture?
Plantation agriculture is a form of commercial farming focused on single cash crops like
coffee, cotton, or sugarcane, often found in tropical regions and historically associated with
colonial economies.



How does pastoral nomadism differ from other forms of
agriculture?
Pastoral nomadism is a type of subsistence agriculture based on herding domesticated
animals, with groups moving seasonally to find grazing land, typically in arid and semi-arid
regions.

What is the significance of the Agricultural Revolution
in AP Human Geography?
The Agricultural Revolution marks the transition from hunter-gatherer societies to settled
farming, leading to population growth, urbanization, and the development of complex
societies.

Additional Resources
1. AP Human Geography: Agriculture and Rural Land Use
This book provides a comprehensive overview of agricultural concepts specifically tailored
for AP Human Geography students. It covers key topics such as types of agriculture,
agricultural practices, and their spatial distribution. The text includes practice questions
and case studies to enhance understanding and exam readiness.

2. Human Geography: People, Place, and Culture by Erin H. Fouberg, Alexander B. Murphy,
and H.J. de Blij
A widely used textbook in AP Human Geography courses, this book covers a broad range of
topics including agriculture, rural land use, and population. It offers detailed explanations,
maps, and examples that help students grasp the relationship between human activity and
the environment. The agricultural sections delve into the evolution of farming practices and
their economic and cultural impacts.

3. AP Human Geography Crash Course by Nicole Krueger
Designed for last-minute review, this concise guide summarizes essential AP Human
Geography concepts, including agricultural systems and rural land use. It highlights key
vocabulary, important models, and test-taking strategies. The agriculture chapters simplify
complex theories to help reinforce student knowledge quickly.

4. Geography of Agriculture: Patterns and Processes by John A. Matthews and David T.
Herbert
This text explores the spatial patterns and processes of agriculture globally, offering
insights into how geography influences farming techniques and food production. It covers
traditional and modern agricultural methods, environmental impacts, and policy issues. The
book is well-suited for students looking to deepen their understanding of agricultural
geography.

5. AP Human Geography Prep: Agriculture and Food Production by Test Prep Experts
Focusing on the agriculture section of the AP Human Geography exam, this study guide
breaks down essential concepts such as agricultural revolutions, types of farming, and
global food systems. It includes practice quizzes and review exercises to help students



measure their progress. The guide is aimed at improving both content knowledge and test
performance.

6. Agricultural Geography for AP Human Geography by Linda S. Adams
This book specifically targets agricultural geography topics within the AP Human Geography
curriculum. It discusses land use models, the Green Revolution, and sustainable agriculture
practices. The content is supplemented with maps, charts, and review questions to aid
comprehension and retention.

7. Human Geography: Culture, Society, and Space by Erin H. Fouberg
A detailed and accessible textbook, it covers the cultural and spatial aspects of human
geography with dedicated sections on agriculture and rural land use. The book emphasizes
the impact of cultural practices on farming and the environment. It also provides real-world
examples that illustrate the diversity of agricultural systems worldwide.

8. AP Human Geography Practice Tests: Agriculture and Rural Land Use by Exam Masters
This book offers a collection of practice tests and questions focused on agriculture and rural
land use topics. It is designed to help students assess their knowledge and become familiar
with the exam format. Detailed answer explanations help clarify difficult concepts and
improve test-taking skills.

9. Food and Agriculture in Human Geography by Michael Goodman and Michael Watts
This scholarly work examines the social, economic, and environmental dimensions of food
and agriculture from a human geography perspective. It addresses issues such as food
security, agricultural policy, and global trade. While more advanced, it provides valuable
context for students interested in the broader implications of agricultural geography.
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