
ap human geography unit 6 study guide

ap human geography unit 6 study guide provides a comprehensive overview of the key concepts,

themes, and vocabulary essential for mastering one of the most critical units in the AP Human

Geography curriculum. This study guide focuses on Unit 6, which typically covers topics related to

industrialization, economic development, urbanization, and globalization. Understanding these themes

is crucial for students aiming to excel in their AP exams, as Unit 6 integrates geographic principles

with economic and social processes shaping the contemporary world. This guide will explore the major

theories, models, and case studies that define the unit, while also highlighting important terminology

and spatial patterns. Additionally, it will include strategies for remembering core concepts and applying

them to map analysis and free-response questions. The following sections will break down the content

systematically for effective review and retention.

Industrialization and Economic Development

Models and Theories of Development

Globalization and Economic Interactions

Urbanization and City Development

Key Terms and Concepts in Unit 6

Industrialization and Economic Development

The foundation of Unit 6 centers on the processes of industrialization and economic development,

examining how societies transition from agrarian-based economies to industrial powerhouses. This



section explores the origins of industrialization, the spatial distribution of industries, and the varying

levels of development across regions. Understanding these patterns is essential to grasping global

economic disparities and development strategies.

Origins and Spread of Industrialization

Industrialization began in the 18th century with the Industrial Revolution in Britain and gradually spread

worldwide. This transformation introduced mechanized production, altered labor systems, and led to

urban growth. The diffusion of industrialization followed key transportation routes and resource

availability, influencing the geographic distribution of industries.

Economic Sectors and Development Levels

Economic activities are classified into primary, secondary, tertiary, quaternary, and quinary sectors. As

countries develop, their economies typically shift from primary (agriculture, mining) toward tertiary

(services) and quaternary (knowledge-based) sectors. This transition reflects changes in labor

demands, income levels, and technological advances.

Factors Affecting Industrial Location

Location decisions for industries depend on multiple factors, including proximity to raw materials, labor

supply, transportation networks, and market access. Theories such as Weber’s Least Cost Theory help

explain how industries minimize costs related to transportation, labor, and agglomeration.

Models and Theories of Development

Unit 6 covers various models and theories that analyze and explain economic development patterns

and disparities. These frameworks provide insight into how countries grow economically, the role of

globalization, and challenges faced by developing regions.



Rostow’s Stages of Economic Growth

Walt Rostow proposed five stages of economic growth: traditional society, preconditions for takeoff,

takeoff, drive to maturity, and age of high mass consumption. This linear model illustrates how

countries progress through development phases, though it has limitations in explaining diverse

development paths.

Dependency Theory

Dependency theory critiques development as a result of historical exploitation and global inequalities. It

argues that developed countries benefit at the expense of less-developed countries through

mechanisms like unfair trade and control over resources, perpetuating underdevelopment.

World-Systems Theory

Immanuel Wallerstein’s world-systems theory divides the world into core, semi-periphery, and

periphery nations. Core countries dominate global markets and extract resources, while periphery

countries are typically less developed and dependent on the core. This theory emphasizes global

economic interdependence.

Comparative Models of Development

Structuralist vs. neoliberal approaches

Modernization theory

Sustainable development frameworks



Globalization and Economic Interactions

Globalization is a central theme in Unit 6, highlighting how economic activities, cultural exchanges, and

political processes transcend national boundaries. This section examines the mechanisms, impacts,

and spatial consequences of globalization on economic development.

Trade and Transnational Corporations

International trade facilitates economic integration, while transnational corporations (TNCs) play a

pivotal role by locating production facilities worldwide to maximize efficiency and profit. Their influence

shapes labor markets, technology transfer, and regional development.

Economic Integration and Trade Blocs

Trade blocs such as NAFTA, the European Union, and ASEAN promote economic cooperation by

reducing trade barriers among member countries. These organizations facilitate market expansion,

investment flows, and economic growth, but also create regional disparities.

Global Supply Chains and Outsourcing

Global supply chains distribute production processes across multiple countries, often outsourcing labor-

intensive tasks to developing regions. This dynamic affects industrial location decisions, employment

patterns, and economic development strategies.

Urbanization and City Development

Urbanization is a defining feature of economic development explored in Unit 6. This section focuses on

the growth of cities, urban land use models, and challenges related to rapid urban expansion in

developed and developing contexts.



Patterns and Causes of Urbanization

Urbanization results from rural-to-urban migration driven by industrial job opportunities, better services,

and improved living standards. The pace and scale of urban growth vary globally, influencing economic

activities and social structures.

Urban Land Use Models

Several models describe urban spatial organization, including the Concentric Zone Model, Sector

Model, and Multiple Nuclei Model. These frameworks explain how land uses such as residential,

commercial, and industrial areas are arranged within cities.

Challenges of Urbanization

Rapid urban growth can lead to issues like overcrowding, inadequate infrastructure, pollution, and

socio-economic disparities. Developing countries often face informal settlements and insufficient

services, necessitating sustainable urban planning approaches.

Key Terms and Concepts in Unit 6

Mastering the vocabulary associated with Unit 6 enhances comprehension and exam performance.

This section lists critical terms and their definitions related to industrialization, development theories,

globalization, and urban geography.

Industrial Revolution: The transition to new manufacturing processes beginning in the 18th1.

century.

Gross Domestic Product (GDP): The total value of goods and services produced within a country.2.



Human Development Index (HDI): A composite statistic of life expectancy, education, and income3.

per capita.

Outsourcing: Contracting out business functions to third parties, often internationally.4.

Agglomeration: The clustering of industries and businesses for mutual benefit.5.

Urban Sprawl: The uncontrolled expansion of urban areas into peripheral regions.6.

Informal Economy: Economic activities outside government regulation and taxation.7.

Special Economic Zones (SEZs): Areas in developing countries with economic laws favorable to8.

foreign investment.

Deindustrialization: The decline of industrial activity in a region or economy.9.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes covered in AP Human Geography Unit 6?

Unit 6 primarily covers industrialization, economic development, urbanization, and the spatial patterns

of production and consumption in human geography.

How does the Industrial Revolution impact economic development in

AP Human Geography?

The Industrial Revolution marked a major turning point that led to increased industrialization, urban

growth, and changes in labor patterns, significantly influencing economic development worldwide.



What are the characteristics of different economic sectors discussed

in Unit 6?

Unit 6 explores the primary sector (extraction of raw materials), secondary sector (manufacturing),

tertiary sector (services), and quaternary sector (knowledge-based activities) and their roles in

economic development.

How do location theories explain the placement of industries?

Location theories, such as Weber’s Least Cost Theory, explain industrial location based on minimizing

transportation, labor, and agglomeration costs to maximize efficiency and profit.

What is the significance of the Rostow Model in studying

development?

The Rostow Model outlines stages of economic growth from traditional society to high mass

consumption, helping to understand how countries progress economically.

How does globalization affect economic patterns in Unit 6?

Globalization leads to increased interconnectedness, outsourcing of production, and the rise of

transnational corporations, which reshape economic patterns and development globally.

What role do Special Economic Zones (SEZs) play in development?

SEZs are designated areas with economic policies favorable to foreign investment and trade,

promoting industrial growth and economic development, especially in developing countries.

How does urbanization relate to industrialization in AP Human

Geography?

Urbanization often accelerates due to industrialization as people migrate to cities for factory jobs,



leading to the growth of urban areas and changes in social and economic structures.

What are the environmental impacts of industrialization discussed in

Unit 6?

Industrialization can lead to pollution, resource depletion, and habitat destruction, posing significant

environmental challenges that affect sustainable development.

Additional Resources

1. Urbanization and Its Impact: A Comprehensive Guide for AP Human Geography

This book explores the process of urbanization, focusing on the growth of cities and the challenges

they face, such as overcrowding, infrastructure demand, and environmental impact. It provides detailed

case studies from around the world, highlighting patterns of urban development and the socio-

economic consequences. Ideal for AP Human Geography students, it breaks down complex concepts

into understandable segments with helpful visuals.

2. Industrialization and Development in Human Geography

Delve into the history and geography of industrialization with this focused study guide. The book

examines the shift from agrarian to industrial economies, the diffusion of industry, and the spatial

distribution of manufacturing centers. It also discusses the effects of industrialization on labor, urban

growth, and global economic patterns, making it a valuable resource for Unit 6 topics.

3. Economic Sectors and Patterns of Economic Development

This title explains the primary, secondary, tertiary, and quaternary economic sectors and their roles in

global development. It covers theories of economic growth, development indicators, and disparities

between regions. Students will find clear explanations of how economies transition over time and how

these changes affect human geography.

4. Globalization and Its Effects on Cities

Focusing on globalization, this book discusses how interconnected economies influence urban



landscapes. It highlights the rise of global cities, the role of transnational corporations, and the cultural

and economic shifts resulting from global integration. The text is rich with examples that help students

understand globalization's local and global impacts.

5. Models of Urban Structure and Land Use

This guide breaks down key urban models such as the concentric zone, sector, and multiple nuclei

models. It explains how these models help geographers understand city layout, land use patterns, and

urban growth. The book includes diagrams and real-world examples to aid comprehension and

application in AP Human Geography exams.

6. Transportation and Urban Development

Transportation is a critical factor in urban growth and economic development, and this book explores

that relationship in depth. It covers the evolution of transportation systems, from roads and railways to

airports and ports, and their influence on city expansion and connectivity. The text also discusses

challenges like congestion and sustainable transportation solutions.

7. Urban Challenges: Sustainability and Inequality

Addressing contemporary urban issues, this book examines problems such as housing shortages,

segregation, pollution, and urban sprawl. It offers insights into sustainable urban planning and policies

aimed at reducing inequality. Students will learn about the balance between growth and sustainability

in modern cities.

8. Industrial Location Theories and Case Studies

This book provides a detailed overview of theories explaining why industries locate where they do,

including Weber’s least cost theory and Hotelling’s model. It complements theory with case studies

from various industrial regions, illustrating practical applications. Perfect for Unit 6 students, it links

industrial geography to economic concepts.

9. Urban Planning and Public Policy in Human Geography

Focusing on the role of policy in shaping cities, this title discusses zoning laws, land use regulations,

and urban renewal projects. It explains how governments and planners address urban growth,



infrastructure needs, and social issues. The book prepares students to analyze the impact of public

policy on urban environments critically.
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