
ap language ced

ap language ced refers to the AP Language and Composition Course and Exam Description provided
by the College Board. This document serves as a comprehensive guide outlining the curriculum
framework, exam structure, skills, and expectations for students enrolled in the Advanced Placement
(AP) Language course. Understanding the AP Language CED is essential for educators planning
instruction and for students preparing to excel in the AP exam. The document emphasizes critical
reading, rhetorical analysis, and effective writing skills, all of which are crucial for academic success
and college readiness. This article delves into the key components of the AP Language CED, including
its course overview, exam details, scoring guidelines, and instructional resources. Additionally, it
highlights strategies for mastering the rhetorical techniques and synthesis skills emphasized
throughout the course. Below is an outline of the main topics covered in this article.

Overview of the AP Language CED

Key Components of the AP Language Curriculum

Exam Structure and Scoring

Instructional Strategies and Resources

Importance of Rhetorical Analysis and Writing Skills

Overview of the AP Language CED
The AP Language Course and Exam Description (CED) is an official document published by the College
Board that provides detailed information about the AP English Language and Composition course. The
CED outlines the course goals, learning objectives, and the skills students are expected to develop. It
serves as a blueprint for teachers to design their curriculum in accordance with national standards
and ensures consistency across schools and districts. The document also describes the types of texts
students will encounter, including nonfiction, essays, speeches, and other forms of argumentative
writing.

Purpose and Audience
The AP Language CED is intended primarily for high school educators who teach the AP English
Language and Composition course, as well as students preparing for the exam. It helps instructors
align their teaching with the College Board’s expectations and provides students with clarity
regarding what they will be assessed on. Additionally, the CED guides curriculum coordinators and
administrators in understanding the course rigor and content requirements.



Updates and Revisions
The College Board periodically updates the AP Language CED to reflect changes in educational
standards, pedagogical advancements, and exam formats. These updates ensure that the course
remains relevant, challenging, and aligned with college-level expectations. Teachers and students are
encouraged to use the most current version of the CED to optimize preparation and instructional
effectiveness.

Key Components of the AP Language Curriculum
The AP Language CED breaks down the curriculum into several essential components that focus on
reading, writing, and analysis. These components are designed to develop students’ abilities to
interpret and create complex texts, with an emphasis on rhetorical strategies and argumentation.

Reading and Analysis
Students are expected to engage with a wide variety of nonfiction texts, including essays, journalism,
political speeches, memoirs, and scientific articles. The curriculum emphasizes close reading
techniques that help students identify rhetorical devices, tone, and purpose. This analytical approach
enables students to understand how writers craft their messages to influence audiences.

Writing and Composition
The course requires students to produce clear, coherent, and well-organized essays that demonstrate
their understanding of rhetorical principles. Writing assignments include rhetorical analysis essays,
argumentative essays, and synthesis essays that require integrating multiple sources. The CED
stresses the importance of developing a strong thesis, using evidence effectively, and employing
varied sentence structures to enhance clarity and style.

Rhetorical Skills Development
One of the primary goals of the AP Language course is to cultivate students’ rhetorical awareness.
The curriculum focuses on understanding rhetorical appeals—ethos, pathos, and logos—and how
these appeals function in different contexts. Students learn to recognize and apply rhetorical
strategies such as diction, syntax, imagery, and organization to analyze and produce persuasive
texts.

Exam Structure and Scoring
The AP Language and Composition exam is structured to assess students’ skills in rhetorical analysis,
argumentation, and synthesis through a combination of multiple-choice questions and free-response
essays. The AP Language CED provides detailed information about the exam format, timing, and
scoring criteria.



Multiple-Choice Section
This section consists of approximately 45 questions that test students’ abilities to read and interpret
nonfiction texts quickly and accurately. Questions focus on identifying rhetorical strategies,
understanding vocabulary in context, and analyzing the author’s purpose and tone. The multiple-
choice portion typically accounts for about 45% of the overall exam score.

Free-Response Section
The free-response section includes three essay prompts that require students to demonstrate their
writing and analytical skills. These essays include:

Rhetorical Analysis Essay: Analyzing how an author uses rhetorical strategies to convey
meaning.

Argumentative Essay: Developing a coherent argument on a given topic using evidence and
reasoning.

Synthesis Essay: Combining information from multiple sources to support a central claim.

This section accounts for approximately 55% of the total exam score and is evaluated based on
clarity, argument development, use of evidence, and command of language.

Scoring Guidelines and Rubrics
The AP Language CED includes detailed scoring rubrics that describe expectations for each essay
type. Essays are scored on a scale from 0 to 6 points, based on criteria such as thesis strength,
coherence, evidence, and sophistication of thought. Understanding these rubrics is essential for
students aiming to maximize their exam performance.

Instructional Strategies and Resources
The AP Language CED offers guidance on effective instructional approaches and resources that
support student learning and exam readiness. These strategies are designed to build students’
analytical and writing skills progressively throughout the course.

Teaching Rhetorical Analysis
Educators are encouraged to use a variety of texts and multimedia resources to expose students to
diverse rhetorical contexts. Close reading exercises, annotation techniques, and group discussions
help students identify rhetorical devices and understand their effects. Modeling essay writing and
providing constructive feedback are also key instructional practices emphasized in the CED.



Developing Writing Proficiency
Practice with timed writing, revision workshops, and peer review sessions are recommended to refine
students’ essay writing skills. The CED highlights the importance of teaching students how to organize
ideas logically, integrate evidence smoothly, and vary sentence structure to enhance readability and
impact.

Utilizing Supplemental Materials
The College Board and other educational organizations provide sample exam questions, scoring
examples, and teaching modules aligned with the AP Language CED. Incorporating these resources
into classroom instruction helps familiarize students with the exam format and expectations.

Importance of Rhetorical Analysis and Writing Skills
The AP Language CED underscores the significance of mastering rhetorical analysis and writing skills
not only for success on the AP exam but also for academic and professional achievement beyond high
school. These skills foster critical thinking, effective communication, and the ability to engage
thoughtfully with complex texts.

Academic Benefits
Students who excel in the AP Language course develop advanced reading comprehension, analytical
reasoning, and persuasive writing abilities. These competencies are transferable across disciplines
and contribute to higher performance in college-level coursework.

Career and Real-World Applications
Proficiency in rhetorical analysis and clear, persuasive writing is valuable in numerous careers,
including law, journalism, education, marketing, and public relations. The AP Language CED prepares
students with foundational skills that enhance their ability to communicate ideas convincingly and
evaluate information critically.

Preparation for College-Level Writing
The rigorous instruction and assessment outlined in the AP Language CED mirror the expectations of
college writing courses. Students gain experience crafting well-supported arguments, synthesizing
diverse sources, and adapting their writing for different audiences and purposes.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the AP Language CED?
The AP Language Course and Exam Description (CED) is an official guide provided by the College
Board that outlines the curriculum framework, learning objectives, and exam details for the AP English
Language and Composition course.

How does the AP Language CED help teachers?
The AP Language CED helps teachers by providing clear course goals, recommended instructional
strategies, sample exam questions, and scoring guidelines to effectively prepare students for the AP
exam.

What are the main components of the AP Language CED?
The main components include the course overview, skills and practices to be developed, course
content organized by units, exam structure, and sample multiple-choice and free-response questions
with scoring rubrics.

How often is the AP Language CED updated?
The College Board updates the AP Language CED periodically, typically every few years, to reflect
changes in educational standards, exam format, and best teaching practices.

Can students use the AP Language CED to prepare for the
exam?
Yes, students can use the AP Language CED to understand the exam format, review sample
questions, and focus their study on the key skills and content areas emphasized in the course.

Where can I find the official AP Language CED document?
The official AP Language CED can be found on the College Board's AP Central website under the
English Language and Composition course page.

What skills does the AP Language CED emphasize for
students?
The CED emphasizes skills such as rhetorical analysis, argumentation, synthesis of information from
multiple sources, and effective written communication in various rhetorical contexts.

How is the AP Language exam structured according to the
CED?
According to the CED, the AP Language exam consists of a multiple-choice section focused on
rhetorical analysis and reading comprehension and a free-response section including synthesis,
rhetorical analysis, and argumentative essays.



Additional Resources
1. AP English Language and Composition Crash Course
This concise guide offers an overview of key concepts and strategies needed for success on the AP
Language and Composition exam. It includes practice questions, test-taking tips, and detailed
explanations to help students understand rhetorical devices, argument development, and synthesis
essays. The book is ideal for last-minute review and targeted practice.

2. They Say / I Say: The Moves That Matter in Academic Writing by Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein
A popular resource for understanding argumentation and academic writing, this book teaches
students how to frame their ideas in relation to others' viewpoints. It provides templates and
examples that help with crafting persuasive essays and developing a strong voice in writing, which is
crucial for the AP Language exam.

3. Everything's an Argument by Andrea A. Lunsford and John J. Ruszkiewicz
This book explores the fundamentals of argumentation, emphasizing how arguments are constructed
in various contexts. It offers practical advice on analyzing and creating arguments, supported by real-
world examples. The text is particularly useful for AP Language students aiming to improve their
rhetorical analysis and argumentative writing skills.

4. Rhetorical Devices: A Handbook and Activities for Student Writers by Brendan McGuigan
Focused on rhetorical techniques, this handbook introduces students to a wide array of rhetorical
devices and how they function in writing and speech. It includes exercises to practice identifying and
using these devices, which is essential for the AP Language rhetorical analysis section.

5. The Language of Composition: Reading, Writing, Rhetoric by Renee H. Shea, Lawrence Scanlon, and
Robin Dissin Aufses
Designed specifically for AP English Language courses, this textbook covers reading comprehension,
rhetorical analysis, and argument writing. It provides a variety of nonfiction texts, writing prompts,
and strategies tailored to the AP curriculum, making it a comprehensive classroom resource.

6. Writing with Style: Conversations on the Art of Writing by John R. Trimble
This book offers practical advice on crafting clear, effective prose with a focus on style and voice. It
addresses common writing challenges and encourages students to develop their unique writing
approach, which is beneficial for the varied essay prompts on the AP exam.

7. AP English Language and Composition Prep Plus 2024 by Kaplan Test Prep
Kaplan’s prep book includes practice tests, detailed answer explanations, and review sections
covering all exam topics. It also offers strategies for time management and question analysis, helping
students build confidence and improve their test performance.

8. They Say / I Say: The Moves That Matter in Academic Writing with Readings by Gerald Graff, Cathy
Birkenstein, and Russel Durst
This edition pairs the classic writing guide with a collection of readings that demonstrate effective
argumentation. It enhances understanding of rhetorical strategies through examples, making it an
excellent supplement for AP Language students working on synthesis and analysis.

9. 50 Essays: A Portable Anthology by Samuel Cohen
This anthology compiles a diverse selection of essays that showcase various rhetorical styles and
argumentative techniques. Reading and analyzing these essays can help students recognize effective
writing strategies and improve their own analytical and persuasive skills for the AP Language exam.
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