
ap microeconomics unit 2 review

ap microeconomics unit 2 review provides a thorough examination of the fundamental concepts related to
supply, demand, and market equilibrium, essential for mastering AP Microeconomics. This unit focuses on
understanding how consumers and producers interact within markets, the determinants that influence
these interactions, and how equilibrium prices and quantities are established. The review covers critical
topics such as elasticity, shifts in supply and demand curves, and the effects of government interventions
like taxes and price controls. Additionally, the unit explores consumer and producer surplus, offering
insights into market efficiency and welfare economics. This comprehensive overview is designed to help
students solidify their grasp of unit 2 concepts and perform well on the AP exam. The following sections
will guide you through the essential elements of ap microeconomics unit 2 review in detail.

Demand and Supply Fundamentals

Elasticity of Demand and Supply

Market Equilibrium and Price Mechanism

Government Intervention in Markets

Consumer and Producer Surplus

Demand and Supply Fundamentals
The foundation of ap microeconomics unit 2 review lies in understanding the basic principles of demand
and supply. Demand refers to the quantity of a good or service that consumers are willing and able to
purchase at various prices during a given period, while supply denotes the quantity that producers are
willing and able to offer for sale at different prices. Both demand and supply are graphically represented by
curves that illustrate the relationship between price and quantity.

Law of Demand
The law of demand states that, all else equal, there is an inverse relationship between the price of a good
and the quantity demanded. As prices decrease, consumers buy more, and as prices increase, they buy less.
This negative slope of the demand curve is central to understanding consumer behavior in the market.



Law of Supply
Conversely, the law of supply indicates a direct relationship between price and quantity supplied. Higher
prices incentivize producers to supply more of the good, while lower prices discourage production. The
supply curve typically slopes upward, reflecting this positive relationship.

Shifts in Demand and Supply
Besides movements along the curves, ap microeconomics unit 2 review emphasizes the importance of shifts
in demand and supply due to non-price determinants. These factors include:

Demand Shifters: consumer income, tastes and preferences, prices of related goods (substitutes and
complements), expectations, and number of buyers.

Supply Shifters: input prices, technology, expectations of future prices, number of sellers, and
government policies such as taxes and subsidies.

Understanding these shifts is crucial for predicting changes in market outcomes beyond simple price effects.

Elasticity of Demand and Supply
Elasticity measures the responsiveness of quantity demanded or supplied to changes in price or other
factors. This concept is fundamental in ap microeconomics unit 2 review because it determines how
markets adjust to changes and how consumers and producers react under different circumstances.

Price Elasticity of Demand
Price elasticity of demand (PED) quantifies how much the quantity demanded responds to a change in
price, calculated as the percentage change in quantity demanded divided by the percentage change in
price. Demand can be:

Elastic: PED > 1, meaning consumers are highly responsive to price changes.

Inelastic: PED < 1, indicating consumers are less responsive.

Unit Elastic: PED = 1, showing proportional responsiveness.

Factors influencing PED include the availability of substitutes, necessity versus luxury status, proportion of



income spent on the good, and time horizon.

Price Elasticity of Supply
Price elasticity of supply (PES) measures the responsiveness of quantity supplied to price changes. Supply
tends to be more elastic in the long run as producers can adjust resources more easily. Factors affecting PES
include production flexibility, availability of inputs, and time period under consideration.

Other Elasticities
Additional elasticity measures relevant to ap microeconomics unit 2 review include:

Income Elasticity of Demand: responsiveness of demand to changes in consumer income.

Cross-Price Elasticity of Demand: responsiveness of demand for one good to the price change of
another, indicating substitute or complementary relationships.

Market Equilibrium and Price Mechanism
Market equilibrium is a key concept where the quantity demanded equals the quantity supplied, resulting
in a stable market price. The price mechanism refers to the way prices adjust to balance supply and
demand in a free market.

Determining Equilibrium
In ap microeconomics unit 2 review, equilibrium price and quantity are found at the intersection of the
demand and supply curves. At this point, there is no tendency for price to change, as the market clears
with no shortages or surpluses.

Changes in Equilibrium
Shifts in demand or supply curves cause new equilibrium points. For example, an increase in demand
while supply remains constant leads to a higher equilibrium price and quantity. Conversely, an increase in
supply with unchanged demand lowers the equilibrium price and increases quantity.



Surpluses and Shortages
When the market price is above equilibrium, a surplus occurs, meaning quantity supplied exceeds quantity
demanded. Producers may reduce prices to clear excess stock. When the price is below equilibrium, a
shortage results, causing quantity demanded to exceed quantity supplied, often leading to price increases.

Government Intervention in Markets
Government policies can significantly impact market outcomes by altering supply, demand, or prices. Ap
microeconomics unit 2 review addresses common interventions such as price controls and taxes.

Price Ceilings
A price ceiling is a legal maximum price set below equilibrium to make goods more affordable. While
intended to help consumers, price ceilings often cause shortages because suppliers reduce quantity supplied
at lower prices.

Price Floors
A price floor is a legal minimum price set above equilibrium, typically to protect producers. This can lead
to surpluses, as higher prices encourage production but discourage consumption.

Taxes and Subsidies
Taxes on goods increase production costs, shifting the supply curve leftward, raising prices and reducing
quantity sold. Subsidies lower production costs, shifting supply rightward, lowering prices, and increasing
quantity. Both tools affect market efficiency and welfare distribution.

Consumer and Producer Surplus
Consumer and producer surplus are measures of economic welfare and efficiency in markets, vital
components of ap microeconomics unit 2 review.

Consumer Surplus
Consumer surplus is the difference between what consumers are willing to pay for a good and what they
actually pay. It represents the net benefit to consumers and is graphically the area below the demand curve



and above the market price.

Producer Surplus
Producer surplus is the difference between the price producers receive and the minimum price they are
willing to accept. It measures producer welfare and is the area above the supply curve and below the
market price.

Market Efficiency
When a market is in equilibrium without government intervention, the sum of consumer and producer
surplus is maximized, indicating allocative efficiency. Taxes, price controls, and other interventions can
cause deadweight loss, reducing total welfare.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key characteristics of perfect competition in AP
Microeconomics Unit 2?
Perfect competition is characterized by many buyers and sellers, identical products, free entry and exit in
the market, perfect information, and firms being price takers.

How do firms determine profit maximization in the short run under
perfect competition?
Firms maximize profit by producing the quantity where marginal cost (MC) equals marginal revenue
(MR), which in perfect competition is also equal to the market price.

What is the difference between fixed costs and variable costs?
Fixed costs are expenses that do not change with the level of output (e.g., rent), while variable costs change
directly with the level of production (e.g., raw materials).

How does a firm know when to shut down in the short run?
A firm should shut down in the short run if the price falls below the average variable cost (AVC), meaning
it cannot cover its variable costs.



What is the role of marginal cost and average total cost curves in
determining a firm's supply curve?
The portion of the marginal cost curve above the average variable cost curve represents the firm's short-
run supply curve in a perfectly competitive market.

How do changes in resource prices affect a firm's cost curves?
An increase in resource prices raises variable and total costs, shifting the marginal cost and average total cost
curves upward, which can reduce supply.

What distinguishes short-run from long-run equilibrium in perfect
competition?
In the short run, firms can earn economic profits or losses, but in the long run, entry and exit of firms drive
economic profit to zero, resulting in firms producing at minimum average total cost.

Additional Resources
1. Principles of Microeconomics
This comprehensive textbook covers fundamental microeconomic concepts, including supply and demand,
elasticity, and consumer behavior. It provides clear explanations and real-world examples that align well
with AP Microeconomics Unit 2 topics. The book also includes practice questions and graphical analyses to
reinforce understanding.

2. Microeconomics: Theory and Applications
Focused on both theory and practical application, this book delves into market structures, cost analysis, and
firm behavior. It helps students grasp the intricacies of production costs and market equilibrium, which are
central to Unit 2 of AP Microeconomics. The text is supplemented with case studies and problem sets.

3. AP Microeconomics Crash Course
Designed specifically for AP students, this review guide summarizes key concepts with an emphasis on
Unit 2 material such as elasticity and market efficiency. It offers concise explanations, practice questions,
and test-taking strategies to boost exam performance. The book is ideal for last-minute review and quick
concept reinforcement.

4. Microeconomics Made Simple
This book breaks down complex microeconomic principles into easy-to-understand language, focusing on
demand, supply, and elasticity. It is perfect for students needing clear, straightforward explanations of Unit
2 topics. The inclusion of diagrams and real-life examples makes learning engaging and accessible.



5. Essentials of Microeconomics
Covering all essential topics, this text provides a solid foundation in microeconomic theory, including
detailed coverage of market dynamics and consumer choice. It emphasizes conceptual understanding and
includes numerous practice problems relevant to AP Microeconomics Unit 2. The book is well-suited for
both beginners and review purposes.

6. Microeconomics for AP Students
Tailored specifically for AP Microeconomics, this book aligns closely with the curriculum, providing
thorough coverage of Unit 2 concepts like elasticity, consumer surplus, and production costs. It includes
review questions, summaries, and exam tips to prepare students effectively. The engaging format helps
reinforce key ideas.

7. Understanding Microeconomic Principles
This text offers an in-depth exploration of microeconomic fundamentals, with a special focus on market
mechanisms and efficiency. It provides clear charts and examples to help students visualize supply and
demand interactions. The book is a valuable resource for mastering Unit 2 topics in AP Microeconomics.

8. Microeconomics: A Contemporary Introduction
This modern approach to microeconomics blends theory with current economic issues, making Unit 2
concepts like elasticity and market structures more relevant. The book includes interactive elements and
case studies that encourage critical thinking. It serves as a strong supplementary resource for AP
Microeconomics review.

9. Reviewing Microeconomics: Unit 2 Focus
Dedicated to Unit 2 of AP Microeconomics, this concise review guide highlights key concepts such as
elasticity, market efficiency, and consumer behavior. It provides targeted practice questions and summary
notes to aid retention. This book is an excellent tool for students seeking focused revision before exams.
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