
ap psychology exam 2018 multiple
choice
ap psychology exam 2018 multiple choice was a critical component of the Advanced
Placement Psychology assessment that year, designed to evaluate students' grasp of core
psychological concepts, theories, and applications. This section of the exam tested
knowledge across various domains such as cognitive psychology, developmental stages,
biological bases of behavior, and psychological disorders. The multiple-choice format
required precise understanding and quick analytical skills, as students faced 100 questions
covering a wide range of psychological topics. Understanding the structure, content focus,
and common question types on the ap psychology exam 2018 multiple choice is essential
for educators, students, and curriculum planners aiming to optimize preparation strategies.
This article will explore the exam structure, key content areas, question formats, and
effective study techniques related to the 2018 exam. Additionally, it will provide insights
into how this section integrates with the overall AP Psychology exam scoring.
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Overview of the AP Psychology Exam 2018
Multiple Choice
The ap psychology exam 2018 multiple choice section comprised exactly 100 questions
administered over a 70-minute period. This format demanded quick recall and application
of psychological principles, theories, and experimental findings. The questions were
designed to assess students' knowledge and understanding across the spectrum of
psychology, from biological foundations to social psychology. The multiple-choice portion
accounted for 66.7% of the overall exam score, highlighting its importance in achieving a
competitive AP Psychology score. The exam was administered nationally, and the questions
reflected the College Board’s curriculum framework to ensure consistency and fairness.

Exam Structure and Timing
Students were given 70 minutes to complete the 100 multiple-choice questions, translating
to less than a minute per question on average. This necessitated efficient time
management and familiarity with the types of questions typically asked. The questions



were ordered to progressively cover different units of the AP Psychology curriculum,
ensuring comprehensive content coverage.

Purpose and Importance
The multiple-choice section served as a standardized measure of psychological knowledge
and critical thinking skills. It tested not only memorization but also the ability to interpret
data, analyze experimental results, and apply psychological concepts to novel scenarios. Its
weight in the overall score made it a crucial element for students aiming to earn college
credit through AP Psychology.

Key Content Areas Covered
The ap psychology exam 2018 multiple choice section spanned a broad range of
psychological domains, reflecting the course’s diverse content. Understanding these key
areas is essential for effective preparation, as questions frequently drew from multiple units
to assess integrated knowledge.

Biological Bases of Behavior
This content area included topics such as the structure and function of the nervous system,
neurotransmitters, brain regions, and the endocrine system. Students were expected to
understand how biological processes influence behavior, cognition, and emotion.

Sensation and Perception
Questions covered sensory processes, threshold concepts, perceptual interpretations, and
the physiological mechanisms underlying vision, hearing, and other senses. This section
often tested knowledge of how external stimuli are transformed into neural signals and
perceived by the brain.

Learning and Cognition
Students faced questions on classical and operant conditioning, observational learning,
memory encoding and retrieval, problem-solving, and decision-making processes. The
exam emphasized understanding experimental methods and applying theories to real-life
situations.

Developmental Psychology
Topics included stages of cognitive and social development, attachment theories, and the
impact of genetics versus environment. The questions tested students’ grasp of
developmental milestones and influential theorists like Piaget and Erikson.



Motivation and Emotion
The exam explored theories of motivation, the physiology of emotions, and related
psychological constructs. Students needed to differentiate among various motivational
theories and identify physiological correlates of emotional states.

Personality and Psychological Disorders
This section covered major personality theories, assessment methods, and classifications of
psychological disorders. Students were required to recognize symptoms, causes, and
treatment approaches for various mental health conditions.

Social Psychology
Questions assessed knowledge of social influence, group behavior, attitudes, prejudice, and
interpersonal relationships. Students had to apply concepts to scenarios involving
conformity, obedience, and group dynamics.

Types of Questions and Format
The ap psychology exam 2018 multiple choice utilized a variety of question types designed
to evaluate both factual knowledge and critical thinking skills. Understanding these
question formats helps in developing effective answering strategies.

Knowledge-Based Questions
These questions required recall of specific terms, definitions, and psychological theories.
They often took the form of straightforward queries asking for identification or description.

Application and Analysis Questions
Many questions presented scenarios or experimental data, asking students to apply
psychological concepts, interpret findings, or predict outcomes. These tested analytical
abilities and comprehension beyond rote memorization.

Experimental Design and Research Methods
Some items focused on research methodology, including identifying variables,
understanding experimental controls, and evaluating the validity of study designs. These
questions assessed students’ understanding of psychological research principles.



Data Interpretation
Questions occasionally included brief descriptions of research results or statistical findings,
requiring interpretation of graphs, tables, or experimental outcomes. Test-takers needed to
draw valid conclusions based on provided information.

Example Question Formats

Multiple-choice with single best answer

Questions involving hypothetical experiments

Items requiring identification of psychological terms or theorists

Data-based questions with accompanying descriptions

Scoring and Grading Insights
The ap psychology exam 2018 multiple choice section was scored based on the number of
correct responses, with no penalties for incorrect answers. This scoring method encouraged
students to answer every question, even when uncertain.

Raw Score to Scaled Score Conversion
The raw score, representing the total correct answers, was converted to a scaled score to
account for slight variations in exam difficulty across different test administrations. This
scaled score contributed two-thirds of the overall AP Psychology exam score.

Impact on Overall Exam Performance
Given its significant weight, performance on the multiple-choice section heavily influenced
students’ final AP Psychology score, which ranged from 1 to 5. High achievement in this
portion often correlated with higher overall exam scores.

Score Reporting and College Credit
Many colleges and universities grant credit or advanced placement based on AP Psychology
scores. Understanding the scoring process of the multiple-choice section helps students
appreciate the importance of thorough preparation.



Effective Preparation Strategies
Success on the ap psychology exam 2018 multiple choice required targeted study
techniques focused on content mastery and exam skills. Preparation strategies emphasized
both knowledge acquisition and practical test-taking approaches.

Comprehensive Content Review
Thorough review of all major psychological domains covered by the exam ensured
familiarity with essential concepts and terminology. Utilizing textbooks, review books, and
class notes was fundamental for content mastery.

Practice with Past Exam Questions
Working through previous multiple-choice questions from the 2018 exam and other years
helped students become accustomed to the question format and time constraints. Practice
tests also identified areas requiring further study.

Time Management Skills
Developing the ability to quickly analyze and answer questions within the allotted time was
crucial. Timed practice sessions simulated exam conditions and improved test-taking speed
without sacrificing accuracy.

Use of Mnemonics and Study Aids
Employing mnemonic devices, flashcards, and concept maps aided in memorizing complex
psychological terms, theorists, and processes. Visual aids supported retention and recall
during the exam.

Group Study and Discussion
Collaborative study sessions enabled students to discuss challenging concepts, clarify
misunderstandings, and reinforce knowledge through teaching peers. This interactive
approach complemented individual study efforts.

List of Recommended Preparation Techniques

Consistent daily review of key concepts

Timed practice exams replicating the 70-minute limit



Focused study on weaker content areas identified through practice

Use of official College Board resources and review materials

Regular self-quizzing with flashcards and summary notes

Frequently Asked Questions

What topics were most frequently covered in the AP
Psychology Exam 2018 multiple choice section?
The 2018 AP Psychology multiple choice section frequently covered topics such as
biological bases of behavior, cognition, sensation and perception, developmental
psychology, and social psychology.

How many multiple choice questions were on the AP
Psychology Exam 2018?
The AP Psychology Exam 2018 included 100 multiple choice questions.

What was the time limit for the multiple choice section
of the AP Psychology Exam 2018?
Students had 70 minutes to complete the multiple choice section on the AP Psychology
Exam 2018.

Were there any new types of questions introduced in
the AP Psychology Exam 2018 multiple choice section?
No significant new question types were introduced in the 2018 exam; it maintained
traditional multiple choice formats with some questions involving interpretation of data and
experimental scenarios.

Which unit of AP Psychology had the highest number of
questions in the 2018 multiple choice exam?
The Biological Bases of Behavior unit typically had the highest representation in the 2018
multiple choice section.

Did the 2018 AP Psychology multiple choice questions
include experimental design and statistics?
Yes, several questions on the 2018 exam tested students' understanding of experimental



methods, research design, and basic statistics.

How were the multiple choice questions distributed
across different psychological perspectives in the 2018
exam?
The questions were balanced across major perspectives including behavioral, cognitive,
biological, psychodynamic, humanistic, and socio-cultural approaches.

What strategies were effective for answering the AP
Psychology Exam 2018 multiple choice questions?
Effective strategies included careful reading of each question, eliminating clearly wrong
answers, applying knowledge of key concepts, and managing time efficiently.

Were there any questions related to ethical
considerations in psychology on the 2018 multiple
choice exam?
Yes, the 2018 exam included questions addressing ethical guidelines and considerations in
psychological research.

How did the 2018 AP Psychology multiple choice exam
assess knowledge of famous psychological studies?
The exam included questions that referenced landmark studies such as Milgram's
obedience experiment, Pavlov's classical conditioning, and Bandura's social learning theory.

Additional Resources
1. Cracking the AP Psychology Exam 2018, Premium Edition
This comprehensive guide offers detailed content reviews and practice questions tailored
specifically for the 2018 AP Psychology exam. It includes strategies for tackling multiple-
choice questions effectively and features full-length practice tests. The book is designed to
build confidence and improve test-taking skills for students aiming for high scores.

2. 5 Steps to a 5: AP Psychology 2018
This book provides a step-by-step study plan to master the multiple-choice section of the
2018 AP Psychology exam. It breaks down key psychological concepts and theories with
clear explanations and practice questions. The guide also offers test-taking strategies and
timed drills to help students manage their exam time efficiently.

3. Barron's AP Psychology, 7th Edition (2018)
Barron's AP Psychology is known for its thorough content coverage and challenging practice
questions. The 7th edition aligns with the 2018 exam format and includes a wealth of
multiple-choice questions modeled after actual test items. Detailed answer explanations



help students understand their mistakes and improve.

4. AP Psychology Prep Plus 2018-2019
This prep book combines comprehensive content review with realistic practice questions
aimed at the 2018 AP Psychology exam. It offers targeted strategies to enhance
performance on the multiple-choice section and includes interactive online resources. The
book is suitable for students seeking a balanced approach between review and practice.

5. Kaplan AP Psychology 2018
Kaplan’s AP Psychology 2018 edition focuses on building essential knowledge and test-
taking skills for the multiple-choice portion of the exam. It contains detailed psychological
concept summaries, practice questions, and exam strategies. The book also provides full-
length practice tests to simulate the exam experience.

6. McGraw-Hill Education AP Psychology Review and Workbook, 2018 Edition
This review and workbook combo offers concise content summaries alongside multiple-
choice practice questions reflecting the 2018 exam style. It allows students to reinforce
learning through practice and self-assessment. The book's format supports both quick
reviews and in-depth study sessions.

7. REA's AP Psychology Crash Course, 2nd Edition (2018)
Designed for last-minute preparation, this crash course condenses key psychological
concepts and exam tips for the 2018 AP Psychology test. It includes practice multiple-
choice questions with thorough explanations. The book is ideal for students who want a
focused, efficient review right before exam day.

8. AP Psychology Multiple Choice Workbook 2018
This workbook is dedicated specifically to multiple-choice practice for the 2018 AP
Psychology exam. It features hundreds of questions organized by topic, allowing students
to target their weak areas. Detailed answer keys provide insight into question rationale and
help improve test-taking strategies.

9. Ultimate AP Psychology Practice Questions 2018
This collection of practice questions is designed to mirror the difficulty and style of the 2018
AP Psychology multiple-choice section. It offers extensive practice opportunities along with
explanations to deepen understanding. The book is a valuable tool for students seeking to
boost their scores through repetition and review.
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