
ap us history period 2
ap us history period 2 covers a critical era in American colonial history, spanning from 1607 to
1754. This period marks the establishment and development of the thirteen British colonies, the
growth of colonial economies, evolving social structures, and the complex relationships between
European settlers, Native Americans, and African populations. Understanding ap us history period 2 is
essential for grasping the foundations of American society, politics, and culture prior to the American
Revolution. This article offers a comprehensive overview of the key events, themes, and dynamics
that defined this era, including colonial development, economic systems, social hierarchies, and
conflicts. The discussion will also highlight the significant cultural and religious influences that shaped
colonial life. Below is a table of contents to guide through the main topics covered.
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Colonial Foundations and Development
The period from 1607 to 1754 saw the establishment of the first permanent English settlements in
North America, beginning with Jamestown in 1607. This era is characterized by the rapid expansion of
English colonies along the Atlantic coast, each with distinct social, economic, and political structures.
The Chesapeake colonies, New England, the Middle Colonies, and the Southern Colonies developed
unique identities influenced by geography, climate, and the motivations of settlers.

Early Settlements and Expansion
Jamestown, founded by the Virginia Company, was the first successful English colony and served as a
model for subsequent settlements. Pilgrims and Puritans established New England colonies seeking
religious freedom, while the Middle Colonies attracted a diverse population including Dutch, German,
and Swedish settlers. The Southern Colonies focused on plantation agriculture, relying heavily on cash
crops like tobacco and rice.



Demographic Changes and Growth
The population of the colonies grew steadily due to immigration and natural increase. By the mid-18th
century, the colonial population had become more diverse, including Native Americans, Africans
(many enslaved), and various European ethnic groups. This demographic growth fostered economic
development and increased the colonies’ significance within the British Empire.

Economic Structures and Labor Systems
Economic activity during ap us history period 2 was diverse and regionally distinct. The colonies
developed various labor systems and economic models, from the plantation economies of the South
to the trade-based economies of New England. The transatlantic trade, including the infamous
triangular trade, connected the colonies with Europe, Africa, and the Caribbean.

Plantation Economy and Slavery
The Southern Colonies relied heavily on plantation agriculture, producing tobacco, rice, and indigo for
export. This economic model depended on enslaved African labor, which became increasingly
institutionalized through laws and social norms. The rise of chattel slavery had profound implications
for colonial society and economy.

Mercantilism and Trade Networks
The British government implemented mercantilist policies, requiring the colonies to trade primarily
with Britain. The Navigation Acts restricted colonial trade but also encouraged shipbuilding and
commerce within the empire. Colonists participated in a complex web of trade, exporting raw
materials and importing manufactured goods.

Indentured Servitude and Other Labor Forms
In addition to enslaved Africans, many colonies utilized indentured servants—individuals who agreed
to work for a fixed term in exchange for passage to America. This labor system was particularly
important in the Chesapeake region before the widespread adoption of slavery.

Social and Cultural Life in the Colonies
Social structures in the colonies varied widely but were generally hierarchical and influenced by
European traditions. Family, religion, and community were central to colonial life, with variations in
social mobility and class distinctions depending on region and economy.



Family and Gender Roles
Colonial families were typically patriarchal, with men holding authority over women and children.
Gender roles were clearly defined, with women responsible for domestic duties and men engaged in
public and economic activities. However, these roles could vary based on region and social status.

Education and Literacy
Education was highly valued in New England, where Puritan emphasis on reading the Bible led to
higher literacy rates. Schools and colleges, such as Harvard (founded in 1636), were established to
train ministers and promote learning. In other regions, education was less formal and often limited to
the elite.

Cultural Diversity and Development
The Middle Colonies were notable for their cultural and religious diversity, hosting Quakers, Catholics,
Lutherans, and others. This diversity contributed to a relatively tolerant social atmosphere compared
to other regions, influencing the development of colonial culture and identity.

Interactions with Native Americans
Relations between European settlers and Native American tribes were complex and varied throughout
period 2. Negotiations, trade, alliances, and conflicts shaped the interaction between these groups,
with significant consequences for indigenous peoples.

Trade and Alliances
Many colonies engaged in trade with Native Americans, exchanging European goods for furs and
other resources. Alliances were sometimes formed for mutual benefit, especially during conflicts with
rival tribes or European powers.

Conflict and Displacement
Competition for land and resources often led to violent conflicts. Notable conflicts include the Pequot
War (1636–1638) and King Philip’s War (1675–1678), which resulted in substantial loss of life and
displacement of Native populations. Colonists’ expansion undermined indigenous sovereignty and led
to long-term cultural disruption.

Political Developments and Colonial Governance
During ap us history period 2, colonial governments evolved from company charters and proprietary
colonies to more structured assemblies and local governments. These political developments laid the
groundwork for American self-governance and resistance to imperial control.



Colonial Assemblies and Self-Government
Many colonies established representative assemblies that allowed colonists some degree of
participation in government. The Virginia House of Burgesses, founded in 1619, was the first elected
legislative body in the colonies. These assemblies often clashed with royal governors over authority
and taxation.

Royal, Proprietary, and Charter Colonies
Colonies were governed under different frameworks: royal colonies under direct British control,
proprietary colonies managed by individuals or groups granted land by the crown, and charter
colonies with considerable self-rule. These differences influenced political culture and colonial loyalty.

Foundations of Colonial Legal Systems
Colonial legal codes combined English common law with local statutes. Laws regulating property,
labor, and social behavior reflected the economic and social priorities of each colony. The legal
system played a role in institutionalizing slavery and regulating relations with Native Americans.

Religious Movements and Their Impact
Religion was a central force during ap us history period 2, shaping communities, politics, and cultural
life. Various denominations emerged, and religious toleration became a contentious issue in different
colonies.

Puritanism and New England
The Puritans established a theocratic society in Massachusetts Bay Colony, emphasizing strict moral
codes and community conformity. Their religious beliefs influenced education, governance, and social
norms throughout New England.

Religious Diversity in the Middle Colonies
The Middle Colonies were characterized by religious pluralism, with Quakers in Pennsylvania
promoting pacifism and tolerance. This diversity fostered a culture of religious freedom that
contrasted with the more rigid New England colonies.

The Great Awakening
Although occurring slightly after period 2 chronologically, the roots of the Great Awakening—an
evangelical revival movement—were established during this time. This movement challenged
established churches and promoted ideas of individual piety and emotional religious experience.



Conflicts and Wars During Period 2
Ap us history period 2 was marked by numerous conflicts both within the colonies and between
European powers vying for control of North America. These conflicts shaped colonial boundaries and
alliances and set the stage for future revolutionary sentiments.

French and Indian War Precursors
Tensions between British and French colonies, along with their respective Native American allies,
escalated during period 2. Skirmishes and competition for the Ohio River Valley foreshadowed the
larger French and Indian War (1754–1763).

King Philip’s War
One of the most devastating Native American conflicts in New England, King Philip’s War resulted
from Native resistance to colonial expansion. The war led to significant casualties and the weakening
of Native power in the region.

Colonial Rivalries and European Wars
European conflicts such as the Anglo-Dutch Wars and the War of Spanish Succession had colonial
dimensions, with fighting extending to North America. Colonies were often drawn into these wars,
impacting their security and economies.

Summary of Major Conflicts

Pequot War (1636–1638)

King Philip’s War (1675–1678)

Anglo-Dutch Wars (mid-1600s)

Queen Anne’s War (1702–1713)

French and Indian War beginnings (pre-1754 tensions)

Frequently Asked Questions

What time frame does AP US History Period 2 cover?
AP US History Period 2 covers the years 1607 to 1754, focusing on the early English colonies and



colonial societies in North America.

What were the main characteristics of colonial economies in
Period 2?
Colonial economies in Period 2 were diverse, including tobacco and rice plantations in the South,
small-scale farming and trade in the North, and the growth of mercantilism, with reliance on enslaved
labor and indentured servitude.

How did interactions between Europeans, Native Americans,
and Africans shape societies in Period 2?
Interactions led to cultural exchanges, conflicts, alliances, and the development of new social
hierarchies, including the displacement of Native Americans and the establishment of African slavery
as a foundational labor system.

What role did religion play in shaping colonial societies during
Period 2?
Religion was central, with Puritanism influencing New England's social and political life, the Maryland
colony as a haven for Catholics, and the Great Awakening beginning late in the period, impacting
social and religious practices.

How did political ideas and governance evolve in the English
colonies during Period 2?
Colonial governance evolved with the establishment of colonial assemblies, the development of self-
government traditions, and tensions between colonial interests and British imperial policies, setting
the stage for future revolutionary ideas.

Additional Resources
1. American Colonies: The Settling of North America by Alan Taylor
This comprehensive book covers the early history of North America from the initial European
settlements through the colonial period. Taylor explores the complex interactions among Native
Americans, European settlers, and African slaves. It provides a nuanced view of the social, economic,
and political developments that shaped the 17th and early 18th centuries, making it essential for
understanding AP US History Period 2.

2. Mayflower: A Story of Courage, Community, and War by Nathaniel Philbrick
Philbrick's work delves into the story of the Pilgrims and the early years of Plymouth Colony. The book
highlights the challenges of colonization, the relationship with Native Americans, and the impact of
survival struggles on community dynamics. It offers rich detail on the cultural and political
foundations of the early English colonies.

3. A People's History of the New England Colonies by Jill Lepore
This book presents the history of New England from the perspective of everyday people rather than



elites. Lepore examines Puritan society, colonial governance, and conflicts such as King Philip’s War.
The narrative challenges traditional accounts and provides insight into the social and religious fabric
of early colonial America.

4. Colonial America: A Very Short Introduction by Alan Taylor
In this concise introduction, Taylor summarizes the major themes and events of the colonial period.
The book covers settlement patterns, economic activities, cultural diversity, and the evolving
relationship between colonies and Britain. It is a useful resource for students seeking an overview of
Period 2 in AP US History.

5. Empire of Liberty: A History of the Early Republic, 1789-1815 by Forrest McDonald
Although focusing slightly beyond Period 2, this book provides essential context about the transition
from colonies to independent states. McDonald explores the political and ideological changes
following the American Revolution, setting the stage for understanding the colonial foundations. It
offers valuable background for the late colonial period and early national era.

6. Changes in the Land: Indians, Colonists, and the Ecology of New England by William Cronon
Cronon examines how European colonization transformed the environment and indigenous ways of
life in New England. The book highlights the ecological consequences of settlement and the cultural
clashes over land use. It provides a unique perspective on the colonial period by integrating
environmental history with social and political developments.

7. The Puritan Dilemma: The Story of John Winthrop by Edmund S. Morgan
This classic work explores the life and leadership of John Winthrop, a key figure in the Massachusetts
Bay Colony. Morgan discusses Puritan ideals, governance, and the challenges of creating a "city upon
a hill." The book offers insight into the ideological motivations and community structures of early
colonial New England.

8. Slavery and Freedom in the Age of the American Revolution by Ira Berlin
Berlin's book focuses on the experiences of enslaved Africans and free blacks in colonial America,
emphasizing the complex interplay between slavery and emerging ideas of liberty. It provides critical
context for understanding the social and economic dimensions of slavery during the colonial period.
The work is important for grasping the contradictions of freedom in early America.

9. The Middle Ground: Indians, Empires, and Republics in the Great Lakes Region, 1650-1815 by
Richard White
This book explores the interactions between Native Americans, French, British, and American settlers
in the Great Lakes area. White illustrates how diverse groups negotiated power, trade, and cultural
exchange in a contested frontier. It sheds light on the diplomatic and social dynamics that influenced
colonial and early American history.
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