ap us history unit 2 review

ap us history unit 2 review offers an essential overview of the formative
years of the American colonies, focusing on their development from early
settlement through the mid-18th century. This unit covers the political,
social, economic, and cultural dynamics that shaped colonial America,
highlighting themes such as colonial governance, interactions with Native
Americans, and the emergence of regional identities. Understanding these
foundational developments is crucial for grasping how the colonies evolved
into distinct societies with complex relationships to Britain and each other.
This review will examine the significant events, key figures, and major
trends that define this period in American history. Through a detailed
exploration of colonial economies, social hierarchies, and political
ideologies, this guide aims to prepare students for success on the AP US
History exam. The following sections provide a structured analysis of the
various aspects covered in Unit 2.
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Colonial Foundations and Regional Development

The second unit of AP US History explores the establishment and growth of the
thirteen British colonies, emphasizing the distinct characteristics that
emerged in each region. Early settlers faced diverse geographic and
environmental conditions that influenced settlement patterns and economic
pursuits. The colonies are traditionally divided into New England, the Middle
Colonies, and the Southern Colonies, each developing unique social and
political structures based on their environments and founding purposes.

New England Colonies

Founded largely for religious reasons, the New England colonies, including
Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode Island, and New Hampshire, were shaped by
Puritan values. These colonies developed tight-knit communities with an



emphasis on education, religious conformity, and town-based governance. The
rocky soil and colder climate limited large-scale agriculture, leading to
diversified economies with fishing, shipbuilding, and trade playing
significant roles.

Middle Colonies

The Middle Colonies, such as New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and
Delaware, were notable for their cultural diversity and religious tolerance.
These colonies became centers of commerce and agriculture, benefiting from
fertile soil and navigable rivers. Quakers in Pennsylvania emphasized
peaceful relations with Native Americans and democratic principles,
influencing the social and political climate of the region.

Southern Colonies

The Southern Colonies, including Maryland, Virginia, the Carolinas, and
Georgia, developed economies based on plantation agriculture. The warm
climate and fertile land favored the cultivation of cash crops like tobacco,
rice, and indigo. These colonies relied heavily on enslaved labor and created
rigid social hierarchies with powerful planter elites dominating politics and
society.

Colonial Society and Culture

Social structures in the colonies varied considerably, shaped by economic
opportunities, religious beliefs, and cultural backgrounds. This section of
the ap us history unit 2 review delves into the complexities of colonial
life, including family roles, education, religion, and community
organization.

Family and Gender Roles

Families were the fundamental social units in colonial America. Gender roles
were clearly delineated, with men typically holding authority in both public
and private spheres. Women'’s roles centered on managing households and child-
rearing, though some women in urban areas participated in trades or owned
property under certain conditions.

Religion and Education

Religion was a central element of colonial life, influencing laws, education,
and social norms. The New England colonies prioritized public education to
ensure literacy for reading the Bible. In contrast, the Middle and Southern



Colonies had more varied religious practices and less emphasis on schooling,
particularly in rural areas.

Social Stratification

Colonial society was hierarchical but offered more mobility than in Europe.
Wealthy landowners and merchants occupied the upper echelons, while artisans,
small farmers, and laborers made up the middle and lower classes. Enslaved
Africans and indentured servants occupied the bottom of the social ladder,
facing harsh conditions and limited rights.

Economic Patterns and Labor Systems

Economic development in the colonies was influenced by regional resources,
labor availability, and global trade networks. This segment of the ap us
history unit 2 review focuses on the major economic activities and labor
systems that sustained colonial growth.

Plantation Economy and Slavery

The Southern Colonies’ plantation economy depended heavily on enslaved
African labor. The transatlantic slave trade and the growth of chattel
slavery created a brutal system that shaped social relations and economic
output. Cash crops produced on plantations fueled both local economies and
export markets.

Indentured Servitude

Indentured servants, primarily from Europe, provided a significant labor
force in the 17th century, especially in the Chesapeake region. These workers
contracted to serve for a set number of years in exchange for passage to
America but had limited rights during their indenture.

Trade and Commerce

The Middle Colonies and New England thrived on trade, including the export of
fur, fish, lumber, and manufactured goods. The development of port cities
like Boston, Philadelphia, and New York facilitated commerce within the
Atlantic World, linking the colonies to Britain, the Caribbean, and Africa.

e Cash crop agriculture in the South

e Maritime commerce in New England



e Diverse economies in the Middle Colonies

e Labor systems: slavery and indentured servitude

Relations with Native Americans

Interactions between European settlers and Native American populations were
complex and varied by region. This section examines the patterns of
cooperation, conflict, and cultural exchange that characterized these
relationships during the colonial period.

Early Cooperation and Trade

Initial contact often involved trade and alliances. Native Americans provided
crucial knowledge about agriculture and local geography. In some cases, such
as in Pennsylvania, leaders like William Penn sought peaceful coexistence and
fair treatment of indigenous peoples.

Conflict and Displacement

As colonial expansion intensified, competition for land led to frequent
conflicts, such as King Philip’s War in New England and the Powhatan Wars in
Virginia. These confrontations resulted in significant Native American
displacement and loss of life.

Cultural Impact

European colonization profoundly affected Native American societies through
disease, warfare, and cultural disruption. However, some Native groups
adapted by engaging in trade or forming strategic alliances with European
powers.

Political Structures and Colonial Governance

Colonial governments evolved under British imperial authority but developed
distinct features based on local conditions. This section highlights the
political institutions and ideas that emerged in the colonies during this
period.



Colonial Assemblies

Most colonies had representative assemblies that exercised some degree of
self-government. These bodies controlled taxation and local laws, creating a
political culture valuing representation and resistance to arbitrary
authority.

Royal Governors and Imperial Control

Governors appointed by the British crown often clashed with colonial
legislatures over issues of power and taxation. These tensions laid the
groundwork for later revolutionary sentiments by fostering debates about
rights and sovereignty.

Political Ideas and Practices

Enlightenment and republican ideas began influencing colonial political
thought, promoting concepts such as natural rights, consent of the governed,
and the separation of powers. These ideas contributed to the ideological
foundations of American independence.

Imperial Conflicts and Their Impact on the
Colonies

The mid-18th century was marked by imperial wars between Britain and France,
which had significant consequences for the American colonies. This part of
the ap us history unit 2 review explores these conflicts and their influence
on colonial development.

King William’s War and Queen Anne’s War

Early colonial wars between European powers involved Native American
alliances and frontier fighting. These conflicts disrupted settlements and
trade but had limited territorial changes.

The French and Indian War

The most consequential imperial conflict was the French and Indian War
(1754-1763), part of the global Seven Years’ War. This struggle resulted in
British dominance over North America but left Britain with substantial war
debt, prompting new policies that strained colonial relations.



Colonial Participation and Consequences

Colonists contributed troops and resources during these wars, gaining
military experience and a sense of unity. However, postwar British policies,
such as increased taxation and restrictions on westward expansion, fueled
colonial dissatisfaction and set the stage for future revolutionary
developments.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the main causes of the American Revolution
covered in AP US History Unit 27?

The main causes included British taxation without representation, such as the
Stamp Act and Townshend Acts, the Intolerable Acts, colonial resistance
through groups like the Sons of Liberty, and the ideological shift towards
republicanism and self-governance.

How did colonial society and economy develop during
the period covered in Unit 2?

Colonial society became increasingly diverse with distinct regional
economies: New England focused on shipbuilding and trade, the Middle Colonies
on farming and commerce, and the Southern Colonies on plantation agriculture
using enslaved labor. Social hierarchies and political institutions also
evolved, setting the stage for revolutionary ideas.

What role did the Enlightenment and Great Awakening
play in shaping colonial attitudes before the
Revolution?

The Enlightenment introduced ideas about natural rights, liberty, and
democracy, influencing colonial leaders and political thought. The Great
Awakening was a religious revival that challenged traditional authority and
encouraged individualism, both contributing to a culture that questioned
British control.

What were the key outcomes of the First Continental
Congress as studied in Unit 27

The First Continental Congress unified the colonies in response to the
Intolerable Acts, coordinated economic boycotts of British goods, and
petitioned the king for redress. It laid the groundwork for future
cooperation and resistance, ultimately leading to the Revolutionary War.



How did the ideas in Thomas Paine's 'Common Sense’
impact colonial public opinion in Unit 27

'Common Sense' effectively persuaded many colonists to support independence
by arguing against monarchy and British rule in clear, accessible language.
It shifted public opinion toward embracing the idea of a republic and was
instrumental in rallying support for the Declaration of Independence.

Additional Resources

1. Empire of Liberty: A History of the Early Republic, 1789-1815

This book offers a comprehensive overview of the formative years of the
United States following the Constitution’s ratification. It covers critical
events such as the Washington and Adams administrations, the rise of
political parties, and the War of 1812. Readers will gain insight into how
the young nation struggled to define its identity and place in the world
during this pivotal period.

2. The American Pageant: A History of the Republic, Volume 1

A widely used textbook for AP US History, this volume focuses on the colonial
era through the early 19th century. It provides detailed narratives on
colonial development, the American Revolution, and the early republic. The
engaging writing style and rich visuals make complex topics accessible for
students preparing for Unit 2.

3. Founding Brothers: The Revolutionary Generation by Joseph J. Ellis

Ellis explores the interpersonal relationships and political struggles among
America's founding fathers during the revolutionary and early national
periods. The book delves into events such as the drafting of the Constitution
and the formation of the first political parties. It is an insightful read to
understand the human dynamics behind foundational US history.

4. American Colonies: The Settling of North America by Alan Taylor

This book provides a broad perspective on the settlement and development of
the American colonies. It covers diverse colonial experiences, including
interactions with Native Americans, economic growth, and social structures.
The detailed analysis helps contextualize the background leading up to the
revolutionary era.

5. A People’s History of the American Revolution by Ray Raphael

Raphael offers a bottom-up view of the American Revolution, focusing on the
experiences of ordinary people rather than just political leaders. The book
highlights the social and economic factors that fueled revolutionary
sentiment. It is an excellent resource for understanding the broader impact
of revolutionary events on various groups.

6. The Early Republic: 1789-1824 by Sean Wilentz
This concise history covers the political, social, and economic developments
of the United States from the inauguration of George Washington through the



"Era of Good Feelings." It examines the challenges of nation-building, the
emergence of political parties, and early foreign policy issues. The book is
ideal for students seeking a focused review of Unit 2 themes.

7. The War of 1812: A Forgotten Conflict by Donald R. Hickey

Hickey’'s work sheds light on the causes, major battles, and consequences of
the War of 1812. The book emphasizes how the war influenced American
nationalism and the country’s future trajectory. It is a valuable resource
for understanding this often-overlooked chapter of early US history.

8. Liberty’s Exiles: American Loyalists in the Revolutionary World by Maya
Jasanoff

This book explores the lives of American colonists who remained loyal to the
British crown during the Revolution. Jasanoff traces their exile and
resettlement across the British Empire, revealing the global repercussions of
the American Revolution. The narrative expands the traditional revolutionary
story by including loyalist perspectives.

9. The Federalist Papers by Alexander Hamilton, James Madison, and John Jay
A collection of essays written to promote the ratification of the US
Constitution, The Federalist Papers provide essential insight into the
founders’ intentions. These writings explain the principles of federalism,
separation of powers, and checks and balances. Studying these essays is
crucial for understanding the political debates of the early republic.
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