
ap us history unit 2 test
ap us history unit 2 test is a critical assessment designed to evaluate students’
understanding of the formative period in American history between the early colonial era
and the eve of the American Revolution. This unit covers essential developments such as
the growth of the British colonies, the evolution of colonial economies, social structures,
cultural dynamics, and the escalating tensions that ultimately led to independence. Mastery
of the content within this unit is crucial for success on the AP US History exam, as it lays the
groundwork for understanding the origins of the United States. This article will provide an
in-depth overview of the key themes, significant events, and important figures relevant to
the ap us history unit 2 test. Additionally, it will explore effective study strategies and
highlight common question types students can expect. The comprehensive nature of this
guide ensures that learners are well-prepared to tackle the unit 2 test with confidence and
accuracy.
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Overview of Colonial Development and Society
The ap us history unit 2 test places significant emphasis on the demographic, social, and
cultural development of the thirteen British colonies in North America. During this period,
colonies expanded geographically and demographically, with diverse populations including
English settlers, African slaves, Native Americans, and various European immigrant groups.
Understanding the regional differences between New England, the Middle Colonies, and the
Southern Colonies is essential, as each area developed distinct social hierarchies, religious
practices, and community structures.

Population Growth and Diversity
The colonial population grew rapidly due to natural increase and immigration. The Middle
Colonies were known for their ethnic and religious diversity, including Quakers, Dutch,
Germans, and Scots-Irish, while New England was predominantly English Puritans. The
Southern Colonies relied heavily on enslaved Africans to support their plantation economy,
creating a rigid social hierarchy based on race and class.



Social Structures and Daily Life
Social stratification varied by region but generally included wealthy landowners, small
farmers, artisans, indentured servants, and enslaved people. Religion played a central role,
especially in New England, where Puritanism influenced laws and education. In contrast,
Southern society was more aristocratic and less focused on communal religious
governance.

Economic Foundations of the British Colonies
Economic factors are a core component of the ap us history unit 2 test, highlighting how
colonial economies were shaped by geography, labor systems, and trade networks. The
colonies developed export-oriented economies that linked them to the Atlantic World, with
commodities like tobacco, rice, indigo, and fur playing significant roles.

Agriculture and Plantation Economy
The Southern Colonies’ economies were dominated by large plantations producing cash
crops such as tobacco in Virginia and Maryland, and rice and indigo in South Carolina and
Georgia. These plantations depended heavily on enslaved labor, establishing early patterns
of racialized slavery that would persist for centuries.

Trade and the Mercantile System
The British government implemented mercantilist policies to control colonial trade,
exemplified by the Navigation Acts, which required goods to be transported on British ships
and funneled trade through England. Colonists both benefited from and resented these
restrictions, which aimed to enrich the mother country at the colonies’ expense.

Labor Systems: Indentured Servitude and Slavery
Indentured servitude was initially the primary labor system, especially in the Chesapeake
region, where poor Europeans worked for a fixed term in exchange for passage to America.
Over time, African slavery became the dominant labor force, particularly in the Southern
plantation economy, shaping social and economic relations throughout the colonies.

Political Structures and Colonial Governance
The ap us history unit 2 test evaluates knowledge of colonial government systems,
including the influences of British political traditions and the development of self-
governance in the New World. Colonists adapted English legal and political institutions,
creating assemblies and local governments that set the stage for later demands for
independence.



Colonial Charters and Proprietary Colonies
Different colonies operated under various types of charters—royal, proprietary, or
corporate—that determined the degree of autonomy and governance. For example,
Massachusetts Bay Colony was a corporate colony with significant self-rule, whereas
Virginia was a royal colony under direct crown control.

Representative Assemblies
Many colonies established elected assemblies, such as the Virginia House of Burgesses,
which provided colonists with a voice in local affairs. These bodies passed laws, levied
taxes, and managed budgets, fostering a political culture that valued participation and
resistance to external control.

Relations with the British Crown
While colonies enjoyed some self-governance, loyalist ties to the British Crown remained
strong until tensions escalated. Conflicts over taxation and parliamentary authority would
later catalyze colonial resistance movements.

Conflict and Cooperation with Native Americans
The relationship between colonial settlers and Native American tribes was complex,
involving periods of trade, cooperation, conflict, and displacement. The ap us history unit 2
test expects students to understand the dynamics of these interactions and their
consequences.

Early Encounters and Trade
Initial contact often involved trade partnerships, with Native Americans exchanging furs
and other goods for European manufactured items. This economic interdependence
sometimes fostered alliances and mutual assistance.

Conflicts and Wars
As colonial expansion intensified, competition for land led to violent confrontations such as
King Philip’s War in New England and the Powhatan Wars in Virginia. These conflicts
devastated Native populations and shifted the balance of power in favor of the colonists.

Impact of Disease and Displacement
European diseases decimated Native American populations, weakening tribal resistance
and facilitating colonial settlement. Forced displacement and treaty manipulations further



eroded indigenous landholdings and sovereignty.

Road to Revolution: Causes and Early Resistance
The ap us history unit 2 test covers the escalating tensions between the British government
and its American colonies that eventually led to the Revolutionary War. Understanding the
causes and early acts of colonial resistance is crucial for this section.

Economic and Political Grievances
Colonists grew increasingly frustrated by British taxation policies, such as the Sugar Act and
Stamp Act, which they viewed as unjust due to lack of representation in Parliament. These
measures aimed to recoup debt from the French and Indian War but instead fueled dissent.

Organized Colonial Resistance
Groups like the Sons of Liberty emerged to protest British policies through boycotts,
petitions, and sometimes violent actions. The formation of the Committees of
Correspondence facilitated intercolonial communication and coordinated resistance efforts.

Significant Events Leading Up to Revolution
Events such as the Boston Massacre and the Boston Tea Party galvanized colonial
opposition and hardened attitudes on both sides. These incidents exemplified the growing
divide and set the stage for open rebellion in the years to follow.

Effective Study Strategies for the ap us history
unit 2 test
Preparing for the ap us history unit 2 test requires strategic review and practice. Employing
effective study methods ensures mastery of the material and improves test performance.

Reviewing Key Concepts and Themes
Focus on understanding overarching themes such as colonial development, economic
systems, and political evolution. Summarizing notes and creating timelines can help
organize information chronologically and thematically.

Practice with Multiple-Choice and Short Answer



Questions
Familiarity with question formats commonly used on the AP exam is essential. Practice tests
and review questions allow students to apply knowledge and identify areas needing
improvement.

Utilizing Flashcards and Study Groups
Flashcards are effective for memorizing important dates, terms, and figures. Study groups
facilitate discussion and clarification of complex topics, enhancing retention through
collaborative learning.

Focus on Primary Sources and Historical Analysis
Engage with primary documents from the period to develop critical thinking skills.
Understanding the perspective and context of historical sources is often tested on the ap us
history unit 2 test and the broader AP exam.

Summarize key themes and timelines.1.

Practice exam-style questions regularly.2.

Use flashcards for vocabulary and important dates.3.

Discuss topics in study groups for deeper understanding.4.

Analyze primary source documents critically.5.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main topics covered in AP US History Unit
2?
AP US History Unit 2 typically covers the American colonies and the British Empire from
1607 to 1754, including colonial development, regional differences, and interactions with
Native Americans.

What was the significance of the Navigation Acts in
colonial America?
The Navigation Acts were British laws that restricted colonial trade to benefit England,
leading to increased tensions and smuggling among the American colonies.



How did the Great Awakening influence colonial
society?
The Great Awakening was a religious revival that emphasized individual faith and
challenged established churches, contributing to greater religious diversity and ideas about
equality.

What were the major differences between the New
England, Middle, and Southern colonies?
New England colonies focused on shipbuilding and trade with a strong Puritan influence;
Middle colonies were more diverse with farming and commerce; Southern colonies relied
heavily on plantation agriculture and slave labor.

Why was the French and Indian War important in AP US
History Unit 2?
The French and Indian War (1754-1763) resulted in British victory over French territory in
North America but also led to increased British debt, prompting new taxes on the colonies
and escalating tensions.

What role did Native Americans play in the colonial
conflicts of Unit 2?
Native American tribes allied with either the French or British during conflicts like the
French and Indian War, aiming to protect their lands and influence colonial power
dynamics.

How did the concept of salutary neglect impact colonial
governance?
Salutary neglect was Britain's policy of loosely enforcing colonial regulations, allowing
colonies to develop self-governance and economic autonomy until tighter control post-1754
caused unrest.

What were the causes and effects of Bacon's Rebellion?
Bacon's Rebellion was caused by settler frustration over Native American policies and
colonial government corruption; it exposed class tensions and led to a shift toward
racialized slavery for labor control.

How did colonial economies differ based on geography
and labor systems?
Colonial economies varied with New England focusing on trade and small farming, the
Middle colonies on diverse agriculture and commerce, and the South on plantation
agriculture reliant on enslaved labor.



Additional Resources
1. Give Me Liberty! An American History, Volume 1: To 1877
This comprehensive textbook by Eric Foner covers the early history of the United States,
including Colonial America, the American Revolution, and the formation of the new nation.
It is widely used in AP US History courses and provides detailed explanations, primary
source documents, and critical thinking questions. The book’s narrative style helps students
understand the complexities of early American history, which is essential for Unit 2 topics.

2. AP U.S. History Prep Plus 2024-2025
This review book by Kaplan is specifically designed to help students prepare for the AP US
History exam. It includes thorough content reviews, practice questions, and test-taking
strategies focused on all units, with a strong emphasis on Unit 2 themes such as the
American Revolution and the Constitution. The format is student-friendly, making it easier
to grasp key concepts and improve exam performance.

3. The American Pageant: A History of the American People
Author David M. Kennedy presents a vivid and engaging narrative of American history, with
clear coverage of Colonial America, the revolutionary era, and the early republic. The
American Pageant is popular for its storytelling approach, which helps students connect
events and understand their significance in the broader historical context. It is an excellent
resource for reviewing Unit 2 material.

4. Founding Brothers: The Revolutionary Generation
Joseph J. Ellis explores the lives and relationships of key figures from the Revolutionary era,
such as George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, and Alexander Hamilton. This book provides
insight into the challenges faced during the founding of the American Republic, offering a
deeper understanding of the political and social dynamics of Unit 2. It is a valuable
companion to textbook learning for a more nuanced perspective.

5. American Colonies: The Settling of North America
Alan Taylor’s detailed account of the colonial period sheds light on the diverse experiences
of settlers, Native Americans, and African slaves. It covers the economic, social, and
political developments that set the stage for the American Revolution. This book offers rich
context for Unit 2 by explaining the complexities of colonial society and early resistance to
British rule.

6. The Glorious Cause: The American Revolution, 1763-1789
Robert Middlekauff provides a thorough history of the American Revolution, from the end of
the Seven Years’ War through the ratification of the Constitution. This work focuses on
military, political, and ideological aspects, making it ideal for students studying the
revolutionary period in depth. It offers detailed narratives and analysis relevant to Unit 2.

7. Revolutionary Characters: What Made the Founders Different
Gordon S. Wood examines the personalities and ideas of the American Founding Fathers,
highlighting how their beliefs shaped the new nation. The book provides insight into the
ideological debates and compromises that influenced the Constitution and early American
government. This is a great resource for understanding the intellectual foundations of Unit
2.

8. Nationalism and Sectionalism: The United States, 1815-1848



Although slightly beyond Unit 2’s typical scope, this book by Sean Wilentz explores the
aftermath of the founding era and the rise of sectional tensions. Understanding this period
helps students see the long-term effects of early political decisions and the evolving
identity of the United States. It provides valuable context for the transition from the
founding generation to the antebellum period.

9. AP U.S. History Crash Course
Written by Larry Krieger, this concise review guide covers all AP US History units with clear
summaries and key points. It is especially useful for last-minute review and highlights
critical themes from Unit 2, including the causes and consequences of the American
Revolution and the development of the Constitution. The book also includes practice
questions to reinforce learning.
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