
ap us history unit 6 review

ap us history unit 6 review covers a critical era in American history, focusing on the transformative

period following the Civil War through the end of the 19th century. This unit explores the

Reconstruction era, the rise of industrialization, urbanization, and the significant social and political

changes that shaped modern America. Students will examine key themes such as the struggles for

civil rights, the expansion of the American economy, and the responses to the challenges of rapid

growth. The review provides insights into important legislation, influential figures, and landmark events

that defined this dynamic period. Understanding these topics is essential for success in the AP US

History exam and for a comprehensive grasp of how the United States evolved during this pivotal time.

The following sections will guide readers through the major components of Unit 6, offering a detailed

and organized framework for study.

Reconstruction Era and Its Impact

Industrialization and Economic Growth

Urbanization and Social Changes

Political Developments and Reform Movements

Native American Relations and Westward Expansion

Reconstruction Era and Its Impact

The Reconstruction era, spanning from 1865 to 1877, was a complex and contentious period aimed at

rebuilding the South and integrating formerly enslaved African Americans into society. This phase



involved significant federal efforts to redefine citizenship, civil rights, and political participation in the

post-Civil War United States. The period saw the passage of landmark amendments and laws

designed to secure rights for freedmen, though implementation and enforcement varied widely across

states.

Reconstruction Amendments

The 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments were central to Reconstruction policies. The 13th Amendment

abolished slavery, the 14th guaranteed citizenship and equal protection under the law, and the 15th

aimed to protect voting rights regardless of race. These amendments laid the constitutional foundation

for civil rights but faced resistance through Black Codes and later Jim Crow laws.

Freedmen’s Bureau and Social Changes

The Freedmen’s Bureau was established to assist former slaves by providing education, healthcare,

and employment support. Although its impact was mixed and limited by political opposition, it

represented a federal commitment to racial uplift during Reconstruction. Social dynamics also shifted

as African Americans began to participate actively in political processes and community leadership.

End of Reconstruction and Its Consequences

The Compromise of 1877 marked the end of Reconstruction, leading to the withdrawal of federal

troops from the South. This resulted in the rise of “Redeemer” governments and the establishment of

segregationist policies that undermined many Reconstruction gains. The era’s conclusion set the stage

for nearly a century of disenfranchisement and racial inequality.



Industrialization and Economic Growth

The latter half of the 19th century witnessed rapid industrialization that transformed the American

economy from agrarian to industrial. This period, often called the Gilded Age, featured technological

innovations, expanding railroad networks, and the emergence of powerful industrial magnates. These

changes dramatically increased production capacity and reshaped labor markets.

Growth of Big Business and Monopolies

Entrepreneurs such as Andrew Carnegie in steel, John D. Rockefeller in oil, and J.P. Morgan in

finance built vast business empires. Their companies often dominated markets through trusts and

monopolies, prompting debates about economic fairness and government regulation. The rise of

corporations also led to the concentration of wealth and influence in fewer hands.

Labor Movements and Working Conditions

Industrialization created harsh working environments for many laborers, including long hours, low

wages, and unsafe conditions. In response, labor unions like the Knights of Labor and the American

Federation of Labor emerged to advocate for workers’ rights. Strikes and labor conflicts, such as the

Haymarket Affair and Pullman Strike, highlighted tensions between labor and management.

Technological Innovations

Key inventions and improvements, including the Bessemer process for steel production, the telephone,

and the electric light bulb, fueled industrial expansion. Railroads connected distant markets and

facilitated the movement of goods and people, playing a crucial role in economic development and

national integration.



Urbanization and Social Changes

The rapid growth of industry spurred urbanization, as millions moved from rural areas and abroad into

burgeoning cities seeking employment and opportunity. This shift created new social dynamics and

challenges related to housing, public health, and social stratification in urban centers.

Immigration and Ethnic Communities

The United States experienced a massive influx of immigrants from Southern and Eastern Europe,

Asia, and other regions during this period. Immigrants often settled in ethnic neighborhoods, preserving

cultural traditions while adapting to American life. Their labor fueled industrial growth, but they

frequently faced discrimination and nativist opposition.

Urban Problems and Reform Efforts

Crowded tenements, inadequate sanitation, and poverty were widespread in rapidly expanding cities.

Reformers, including settlement house founders like Jane Addams, sought to address these issues

through social programs and advocacy. The Progressive movement would later build on these early

urban reforms to tackle broader social injustices.

Changing Roles and Social Mobility

Urbanization also affected family structures, gender roles, and opportunities for education and

employment. Women increasingly entered the workforce and became involved in reform movements,

while middle-class values and consumer culture began to shape American society more broadly.



Political Developments and Reform Movements

The post-Civil War period was marked by significant political realignments, debates over government’s

role in the economy, and the emergence of reform efforts aimed at addressing corruption and social

inequality. These trends reflected the complexities of a rapidly changing nation.

Gilded Age Politics

Political power during the Gilded Age was often dominated by party machines and patronage systems.

Despite widespread corruption, voter turnout was high, and issues like tariffs, currency standards, and

civil service reform were hotly contested. Presidents during this time generally had limited influence

over Congress.

Populist Movement

The Populist Party arose in response to the struggles of farmers and laborers, advocating for policies

such as the free coinage of silver, government ownership of railroads, and direct election of senators.

Although the movement declined by the 1890s, it influenced later Progressive reforms and highlighted

rural discontent.

Progressive Reform Initiatives

Early Progressive efforts began addressing problems like political corruption, corporate power, and

social injustice. Reformers pushed for measures including antitrust legislation, labor protections, and

expanded suffrage. These initiatives laid important groundwork for the 20th century’s broader reform

agenda.



Native American Relations and Westward Expansion

Westward expansion continued to shape the nation’s development, profoundly affecting Native

American communities and the environment. This period included conflicts over land, forced removals,

and efforts to assimilate Indigenous peoples into Euro-American culture.

Indian Wars and Reservation System

Armed conflicts, such as the Battle of Little Bighorn and the Wounded Knee Massacre, characterized

Native American resistance to U.S. military and settler encroachment. The government’s establishment

of reservations sought to contain and control Native populations, often disrupting traditional ways of

life.

Assimilation Policies

Federal policies aimed at assimilating Native Americans included the Dawes Act, which divided tribal

lands into individual allotments. Boarding schools sought to eradicate Indigenous languages and

cultures, reflecting broader efforts to integrate Native Americans into mainstream American society,

often at great cultural cost.

Economic and Environmental Impact of Westward Expansion

The expansion of railroads, mining, and agriculture transformed the Western landscape and economy.

While these developments supported national growth, they also led to environmental degradation and

displacement of Native peoples, raising complex questions about progress and its consequences.

Reconstruction Amendments and Civil Rights

Industrial Titans and Economic Transformation



Urban Growth and Immigration Patterns

Political Corruption and Reform Movements

Native American Displacement and Assimilation

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the main causes and effects of the Gilded Age in the

United States?

The Gilded Age, spanning from the 1870s to about 1900, was characterized by rapid industrialization,

urbanization, and economic growth. Causes included technological innovations, expansion of the

railroad network, and an influx of immigrants. Effects included the rise of big business and monopolies,

significant wealth disparities, political corruption, labor unrest, and the growth of the labor union

movement.

How did Reconstruction policies impact the Southern states after the

Civil War?

Reconstruction policies aimed to rebuild the South and integrate formerly enslaved African Americans

into society. The Reconstruction Acts of 1867 divided the South into military districts and required

states to ratify the 14th Amendment and guarantee voting rights to Black men. While some progress

was made in civil rights and political participation, Reconstruction faced fierce resistance, leading to

the rise of white supremacist groups and the eventual establishment of Jim Crow laws after

Reconstruction ended in 1877.



What role did the Populist Party play in late 19th-century American

politics?

The Populist Party, formed in the early 1890s, represented the interests of farmers and laborers who

were frustrated with economic hardships and political corruption. They advocated for policies such as

the free coinage of silver to increase the money supply, government ownership of railroads, a

progressive income tax, and direct election of Senators. Although the party declined after the 1896

election, many of its ideas influenced later Progressive Era reforms.

How did immigration during the late 19th and early 20th centuries

affect American society?

Immigration surged during this period, with millions arriving from Southern and Eastern Europe, as well

as Asia. Immigrants provided labor for industrial growth but faced discrimination and harsh living

conditions. Their arrival contributed to urbanization, cultural diversification, and social tensions, leading

to movements for immigration restrictions, such as the Chinese Exclusion Act and later the Immigration

Act of 1924.

What were the key features and goals of the Progressive Era reforms?

The Progressive Era (roughly 1890s–1920) sought to address problems caused by industrialization,

urbanization, and political corruption. Key features included efforts to regulate monopolies (trust-

busting), improve working conditions, promote social welfare, expand democracy (e.g., women's

suffrage, direct election of Senators), and conserve natural resources. Reformers aimed to make

government more responsive and to reduce the influence of powerful business interests.

Additional Resources

1. AP US History Prep Plus 2024-2025

This comprehensive review book is designed specifically for the AP US History exam, covering all

units including Unit 6, which focuses on the period after the Civil War through the early 20th century. It



includes detailed content reviews, practice questions, and strategies to help students excel. The book

emphasizes key themes such as Reconstruction, industrialization, and social changes.

2. America’s History: For the AP Course by James A. Henretta

A widely used textbook for AP US History, this book offers an in-depth look at American history with

clear explanations and engaging narratives. Unit 6 topics like Reconstruction, the Gilded Age, and

Progressive reforms are thoroughly covered with primary sources and critical thinking questions. It’s an

excellent resource for both learning content and practicing analysis skills.

3. The American Pageant: A History of the Republic by David M. Kennedy and Lizabeth Cohen

Known for its engaging storytelling and rich detail, this book covers the entire scope of US history with

special attention to the complexities of the post-Civil War era. Unit 6 content is presented with vivid

examples of economic growth, political corruption, and social movements. It also includes review

questions and summaries tailored for AP exam prep.

4. Crucible of Empire: The Spanish-American War and Its Aftermath by James C. Bradford

Focusing on a pivotal event within Unit 6, this book explores the Spanish-American War and the

resulting American imperialism in the late 19th century. It provides context for understanding the

expansionist policies and their impact on US history. This specialized book helps students grasp the

nuances of American foreign policy during the period.

5. Reconstruction: America’s Unfinished Revolution, 1863-1877 by Eric Foner

This authoritative work delves deeply into the Reconstruction era, a key focus of Unit 6, analyzing the

political, social, and racial challenges faced by the nation after the Civil War. Eric Foner’s scholarship

provides a clear and nuanced view of this transformative period. The book is essential for students

seeking to understand the complexities of Reconstruction beyond surface-level facts.

6. The Gilded Age: Perspectives on the Origins of Modern America edited by Charles W. Calhoun

This collection of essays examines the critical era of the Gilded Age, highlighting themes such as

industrialization, urbanization, labor movements, and political corruption. It offers multiple scholarly

viewpoints, helping students explore different interpretations of Unit 6 topics. The book is useful for



developing analytical skills and understanding the era’s significance in American history.

7. Progressivism: A Very Short Introduction by Walter Nugent

This concise book outlines the Progressive movement, a major part of Unit 6, focusing on reforms

aimed at addressing the problems caused by industrialization and urban growth. It covers key figures,

legislation, and social changes in an accessible format. Perfect for students needing a quick but

thorough overview of Progressivism.

8. The Jungle by Upton Sinclair

Though a novel, this classic work offers a vivid depiction of the harsh conditions faced by immigrant

workers in the meatpacking industry during the early 20th century. It complements Unit 6 studies on

labor and Progressive Era reforms by illustrating the social realities that spurred change. The book is

often used to discuss muckraking journalism and its impact on public policy.

9. AP US History Crash Course by Larry Krieger

This review book provides a focused and efficient overview of all AP US History units, including Unit 6,

with summaries, timelines, and practice questions. It is designed for last-minute review and exam

preparation, emphasizing the key points students need to know. The clear format helps reinforce

knowledge and boost confidence before the test.
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