
ap world history period 1 review
ap world history period 1 review covers the earliest era of human history,
focusing on the developments from approximately 8000 BCE to 600 BCE. This
period marks the transition from small, nomadic groups of hunter-gatherers to
larger, more complex societies with agriculture, cities, and early states.
Understanding this foundational era is essential for grasping the major
themes and patterns that shaped later historical periods. Key topics include
the Neolithic Revolution, the rise of early civilizations, technological
innovations, and the development of social, political, and economic systems.
This review will provide a detailed overview of these themes to help students
prepare effectively for the AP World History exam. The following sections
will break down the critical concepts and events of Period 1 to facilitate a
comprehensive understanding.

Neolithic Revolution and Early Agricultural Societies

Development of Early Civilizations

Social and Political Structures in Period 1

Technological and Cultural Innovations

Trade Networks and Interactions

Neolithic Revolution and Early Agricultural
Societies
The Neolithic Revolution, also known as the Agricultural Revolution, was a
transformative era during ap world history period 1 review. This period
witnessed the shift from hunting and gathering to agriculture and animal
domestication. Beginning around 8000 BCE, humans began to cultivate crops
such as wheat, barley, rice, and maize, depending on their geographical
region. This shift allowed for permanent settlements, population growth, and
the eventual rise of complex societies.

Causes and Effects of the Neolithic Revolution
The causes of the Neolithic Revolution included climate changes at the end of
the last Ice Age, which created more favorable conditions for farming. Human
experimentation with plant cultivation and animal domestication led to
increased food production. The effects were profound: food surpluses
supported larger populations, specialization of labor emerged, and social
hierarchies began to develop.



Major Early Agricultural Societies
Early agricultural societies appeared in various regions independently during
Period 1. These include:

The Fertile Crescent in Southwest Asia, where wheat and barley were
first cultivated.

East Asia, particularly along the Yellow River, where millet and rice
farming began.

The Americas, where maize, beans, and squash were domesticated.

Sub-Saharan Africa, where sorghum and yams were cultivated.

Each of these societies developed unique agricultural techniques suited to
their environments, laying the foundation for future civilizations.

Development of Early Civilizations
Ap world history period 1 review highlights the emergence of the world’s
first civilizations between 3500 BCE and 600 BCE. Civilizations arose in
river valleys where fertile land and water access facilitated agriculture and
urban growth. These early complex societies featured centralized governments,
organized religion, and distinct cultural identities.

Characteristics of Early Civilizations
Key features that defined early civilizations include:

Urban centers with large populations and specialized functions.

Centralized political authority and bureaucracies.

Social stratification and distinct class systems.

Systems of writing for record-keeping and communication.

Monumental architecture and religious institutions.

Major Early Civilizations
The primary civilizations studied during Period 1 include:



Mesopotamia – Located between the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers, known for
the Sumerians, Babylonians, and Assyrians; credited with the invention
of cuneiform writing.

Ancient Egypt – Centered around the Nile River, famous for its pharaohs,
pyramids, and hieroglyphic script.

Indus Valley Civilization – Located in South Asia, notable for its urban
planning and undeciphered script.

Shang and Zhou Dynasties in China – Early Chinese civilizations with
advances in bronze work and early writing systems.

Olmec Civilization – The first major civilization in Mesoamerica, known
for colossal head sculptures.

Social and Political Structures in Period 1
Understanding the social and political organization of early societies is
essential for ap world history period 1 review. These structures shaped how
communities operated, maintained order, and responded to challenges.

Social Hierarchies and Gender Roles
Most early civilizations exhibited clear social stratification, often
including:

Elites such as kings, priests, and nobles who wielded political and
religious power.

Artisans, merchants, and farmers who formed the middle class.

Slaves and laborers who performed manual and menial tasks.

Gender roles were typically patriarchal, with men dominating political and
economic spheres, although women played significant roles in religion and
family life.

Political Organization and Governance
Governance in early civilizations varied but generally involved centralized
authority to manage resources, enforce laws, and conduct warfare. Common
political forms included:



City-states, as seen in Mesopotamia, where each city had its own
government.

Kingdoms ruled by monarchs claiming divine right or religious authority.

Early bureaucracies that collected taxes, maintained records, and
organized public works.

Technological and Cultural Innovations
Ap world history period 1 review emphasizes the importance of technological
and cultural advancements that shaped early human societies. These
innovations enabled societies to increase productivity, maintain social
cohesion, and express their identities.

Technological Advances
Significant technological developments during Period 1 include:

The invention of the wheel, facilitating transportation and trade.

Metallurgy, especially bronze working, which improved tools and weapons.

The development of irrigation systems that boosted agricultural
productivity.

Advances in textile production and pottery.

Writing Systems and Record Keeping
Writing emerged as a crucial innovation for administration, communication,
and cultural expression. Early writing systems included:

Cuneiform in Mesopotamia, primarily used for economic and legal records.

Hieroglyphics in Egypt, used for religious texts and monumental
inscriptions.

Early Chinese script, used for divination and governance.



Religious Beliefs and Practices
Religion played a central role in shaping early societies. Most civilizations
practiced polytheism, worshipping multiple gods associated with natural
forces and human activities. Religious institutions often justified political
authority and inspired monumental architecture such as temples and pyramids.
Ancestor worship and rituals to ensure agricultural fertility were also
common.

Trade Networks and Interactions
Interregional trade and cultural exchanges were vital components of ap world
history period 1 review. These interactions facilitated the spread of goods,
ideas, technologies, and cultural practices across vast distances.

Early Trade Routes
Early civilizations established trade networks linking different regions,
including:

The Fertile Crescent connecting Mesopotamia with Egypt and the Indus
Valley.

River systems such as the Nile, Tigris-Euphrates, and Yellow River
serving as trade arteries.

Overland routes like those across the Sahara and through Central Asia.

Maritime trade in the Mediterranean and Indian Ocean.

Exchange of Goods and Ideas
Trade facilitated the transfer of luxury goods such as metals, textiles, and
spices, as well as everyday items. It also encouraged cultural diffusion,
spreading religious beliefs, technological innovations, and artistic styles.
For example, Mesopotamian cuneiform influenced writing systems in neighboring
regions, and bronze technology spread across Eurasia.

Frequently Asked Questions



What time frame does AP World History Period 1
cover?
AP World History Period 1 covers the time frame from circa 1200 BCE to circa
600 CE, focusing on the foundations of human societies and early
civilizations.

What are the major themes studied in AP World
History Period 1?
The major themes include the development of early agricultural societies, the
rise of complex civilizations, the role of technology and innovation, social
and political structures, and cultural and religious developments.

Which early civilizations are emphasized in Period 1
of AP World History?
Key early civilizations studied include Mesopotamia, Ancient Egypt, the Indus
Valley, Shang China, and early Mesoamerican civilizations like the Olmec.

How did early agricultural practices impact human
societies in Period 1?
Early agricultural practices led to food surpluses, which allowed for
population growth, the development of cities, specialization of labor, social
hierarchies, and the emergence of states and organized governments.

What role did technology and innovations play in
Period 1?
Technological advancements such as the plow, irrigation systems, metallurgy,
and writing systems facilitated the growth of complex societies and improved
communication, record-keeping, and resource management.

How did belief systems influence societies during
Period 1?
Belief systems like polytheism, animism, early forms of Hinduism, and
ancestor worship helped to legitimize political authority, reinforce social
hierarchies, and provide explanations for natural phenomena, shaping cultural
identities.

Additional Resources
1. Foundations of Civilization: An AP World History Period 1 Review
This book provides a comprehensive overview of the key concepts and



developments from the period before 600 BCE. It covers the emergence of early
humans, the Agricultural Revolution, and the rise of river valley
civilizations. The text is designed to help students grasp the foundational
themes necessary for succeeding in AP World History.

2. Early Human Societies and the Neolithic Revolution
Focusing on the transition from hunter-gatherer groups to settled
agricultural communities, this book explores the social, economic, and
technological changes of Period 1. It explains how early societies adapted to
their environments and the impact of domestication and farming on human
history. Ideal for students needing a detailed yet accessible introduction to
early human history.

3. River Valley Civilizations: Mesopotamia, Egypt, Indus, and China
This title delves into the four major early civilizations that shaped human
history during Period 1. It examines their political structures, cultural
achievements, and economic systems. The book also highlights the importance
of geography and environment in the development of these societies.

4. AP World History Period 1: Key Concepts and Practice Questions
Combining clear explanations with practice questions, this book helps
students master the essential content of Period 1. It covers topics such as
early human migration, the development of writing, and the establishment of
complex societies. The review questions are designed to prepare students for
the AP exam format.

5. Technology and Innovation in the Ancient World
This book analyzes the technological advancements and innovations that
occurred during Period 1, including metallurgy, irrigation, and early forms
of writing. It discusses how these developments affected social structures
and economic activities. The text is useful for understanding the material
culture of ancient civilizations.

6. Religion and Belief Systems in Early Civilizations
Focusing on the spiritual and religious dimensions of Period 1, this book
explores the origins and characteristics of early belief systems such as
animism, polytheism, and ancestor worship. It also examines the role of
religion in legitimizing political authority and shaping culture. The book
provides insight into the worldview of ancient peoples.

7. Social Structures and Gender Roles in Pre-Classical Societies
This book investigates the organization of early societies, emphasizing
social hierarchies, class divisions, and gender roles. It discusses how labor
was divided and the status of various groups within river valley
civilizations. The text is beneficial for understanding the complexities of
early human communities.

8. Trade and Cultural Exchange Before 600 BCE
Examining early trade networks and cultural interactions, this book
highlights how ideas, goods, and technologies spread across different regions
during Period 1. It covers the significance of long-distance trade routes and



the exchange between nomadic and settled peoples. The book helps
contextualize the interconnectedness of ancient societies.

9. AP World History Period 1: A Visual Guide to Early Civilizations
Featuring maps, timelines, and illustrations, this visual guide offers a
dynamic way to study the key developments of Period 1. It simplifies complex
information through charts and images, making it easier to remember important
facts. Ideal for visual learners preparing for the AP exam.
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