ap world history unit 6 review

ap world history unit 6 review covers a crucial period in global history from
1900 to the present, focusing on the major political, social, economic, and
cultural transformations of the 20th and early 21st centuries. This unit
examines the causes and effects of global conflicts such as World War I and
II, the rise and impact of ideologies like communism and fascism,
decolonization movements, and the evolution of global power structures
including the Cold War. Additionally, it highlights the rapid technological
advancements, globalization trends, and social changes that have shaped the
modern world. Understanding these themes is essential for students preparing
for the AP World History exam, as they provide context for contemporary
international relations and global challenges. This review will present a
comprehensive overview of the key topics and concepts, organized for clarity
and effective study.

The World Wars and Global Conflict

Political Ideologies and Revolutions

Decolonization and Nationalism

Economic Globalization and Development

Social and Cultural Transformations

The World Wars and Global Conflict

The period from 1900 to 1950 is dominated by two devastating global
conflicts: World War I and World War II. These wars reshaped international
borders, economies, and societies, and set the stage for modern geopolitics.
Understanding the causes, key events, and consequences of these wars is
fundamental to the ap world history unit 6 review.

Causes and Consequences of World War I

World War I, also known as the Great War, was triggered by a complex web of
alliances, militarism, imperialism, and nationalism. The assassination of
Archduke Franz Ferdinand was the immediate catalyst, but underlying tensions
had been building for decades. The war introduced new forms of warfare and
resulted in unprecedented casualties and destruction.

The Treaty of Versailles officially ended the war but imposed harsh penalties
on Germany, sowing resentment that contributed to World War II. The collapse
of empires such as Austro-Hungarian, Ottoman, Russian, and German led to



political upheaval and the redrawing of borders in Europe and the Middle
East.

World War II and Its Global Impact

World War II was a more extensive and deadlier conflict, involving most of
the world’s nations. It was driven by the aggressive expansion of fascist
regimes in Germany, Italy, and Japan. The Holocaust and other wartime
atrocities highlighted extreme human rights abuses during this era.

After the war, the United States and Soviet Union emerged as superpowers,
initiating the Cold War period. The United Nations was established to promote
international cooperation and prevent future conflicts. Decolonization
accelerated as European powers weakened, leading to the independence of many
colonies.

Political Ideologies and Revolutions

The 20th century witnessed the rise and fall of several political ideologies
that shaped nations and societies worldwide. The ap world history unit 6
review emphasizes the development of communism, fascism, and liberal
democracy, as well as revolutionary movements inspired by these ideologies.

Communism and the Russian Revolution

The Russian Revolution of 1917 marked the first successful communist
revolution, leading to the establishment of the Soviet Union. This event
inspired other communist movements worldwide and played a pivotal role in
shaping 20th-century politics.

Communism promoted a classless society and state ownership of resources,
contrasting sharply with capitalist democracies. The ideology influenced
political tensions during the Cold War and affected countries in Asia, Latin
America, and Africa.

Fascism and Totalitarianism

Fascism emerged as a reaction to economic instability, nationalism, and fears
of communism. Leaders like Benito Mussolini in Italy and Adolf Hitler in
Germany established authoritarian regimes characterized by extreme
nationalism, militarism, and suppression of opposition.

Totalitarian states controlled many aspects of life, including media,
education, and the economy. These regimes contributed directly to the
outbreak of World War II and left lasting impacts on global politics.



Decolonization and Nationalist Movements

The decline of European colonial empires after World War II led to widespread
nationalist movements aimed at achieving independence. Colonized peoples used
various strategies including peaceful protest, political negotiation, and
armed struggle.

Key examples include India’s nonviolent resistance under Mahatma Gandhi,
Algeria’s war of independence from France, and the African nationalist
struggles that reshaped the continent’s political landscape.

Decolonization and Nationalism

Decolonization constitutes one of the most significant global transformations
in the latter half of the 20th century. The ap world history unit 6 review
covers the processes by which former colonies gained sovereignty and the
challenges they faced in forming new nations.

Processes of Decolonization

The weakening of European powers after World War II, combined with increased
demands for self-rule, accelerated decolonization. International institutions
like the United Nations supported self-determination, while Cold War dynamics
sometimes complicated independence efforts.

Decolonization varied by region and country, involving peaceful transitions
or violent conflicts. The process often required reconciling ethnic,
religious, and political divisions left by colonial rule.

Postcolonial Challenges and Nation-Building

Newly independent states faced numerous challenges including economic
development, political stability, and social integration. Many struggled with
neocolonial influences, internal conflicts, and establishing effective
governance.

Efforts to modernize economies, develop infrastructure, and promote education
were central to nation-building. Additionally, some countries experienced
military coups, authoritarianism, or civil wars as they navigated
postcolonial realities.

Economic Globalization and Development

The 20th century saw accelerated economic globalization marked by increased
trade, multinational corporations, and technological advances. This section
of the ap world history unit 6 review considers the economic transformations
and their impact on global development and inequality.



Industrialization and Technological Innovation

Technological advancements in transportation, communication, and production
revolutionized economies worldwide. Innovations such as automobiles,
airplanes, and computers transformed industries and consumer culture.

Industrialization spread beyond Europe and North America to parts of Asia,
Latin America, and Africa, contributing to economic diversification and
urbanization.

Global Trade and Multinational Corporations

International trade expanded through organizations like the World Trade
Organization and regional trade agreements. Multinational corporations became
powerful economic actors, influencing global markets and labor practices.

While globalization created opportunities for economic growth, it also
generated disparities and debates over labor rights, environmental impact,
and cultural homogenization.

Economic Development and Inequality

Postcolonial countries pursued various development models including import
substitution industrialization and export-led growth. Despite progress, many
faced persistent poverty and inequality.

International financial institutions like the International Monetary Fund and
World Bank played significant roles in shaping development policies, often
tied to structural adjustment programs.

Social and Cultural Transformations

The 20th century experienced profound social and cultural changes influenced
by globalization, migration, and ideological shifts. This final section of
the ap world history unit 6 review explores these transformations and their
global significance.

Social Movements and Human Rights

Movements advocating for civil rights, gender equality, and decolonization
reshaped societies. The civil rights movement in the United States, feminist
movements worldwide, and anti-apartheid campaigns in South Africa exemplify
these struggles.

International human rights frameworks emerged to address issues of
discrimination, genocide, and humanitarian crises.



Migration and Demographic Changes

Global migration increased due to decolonization, economic opportunities, and
conflicts. Diasporas contributed to cultural exchange and demographic shifts
in both sending and receiving countries.

Urbanization accelerated as people moved from rural areas to cities, altering
social structures and economic patterns.

Cultural Globalization and Identity

Global interconnectedness fostered cultural diffusion, blending traditions
and creating new forms of artistic, musical, and literary expression. At the
same time, many communities sought to preserve or revive indigenous
identities and languages.

Media and technology played important roles in shaping global culture,
influencing perceptions and social norms across borders.

World Wars and their geopolitical consequences

Emergence of political ideologies and revolutionary movements

Decolonization processes and postcolonial challenges

Economic globalization, technological progress, and development

Social movements, migration, and cultural transformations

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key themes covered in AP World History
Unit 67
AP World History Unit 6 covers themes such as industrialization, imperialism,

global conflicts including World Wars, revolutions, and the development of
new political ideologies from the late 19th century to the mid-20th century.

How did industrialization impact global economies
during Unit 67

Industrialization led to increased production, technological innovation, and
economic growth, but also caused social changes like urbanization, labor
movements, and widened economic inequalities both within and between
countries.



What were the main causes of World War I discussed
in Unit 67

The main causes include militarism, alliances, imperialism, nationalism, and
the immediate trigger was the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand of
Austria-Hungary.

How did imperialism affect colonized regions in the
period covered by Unit 67

Imperialism led to economic exploitation, cultural changes, resistance
movements, and the drawing of new political boundaries that often disregarded
ethnic and cultural divisions.

What role did nationalism play in the global
conflicts studied in Unit 67?

Nationalism fostered unity within countries but also fueled rivalries and
conflicts, contributing to tensions leading up to World War I and influencing
independence movements in colonized regions.

How did revolutions during Unit 6 reshape societies?

Revolutions such as the Russian Revolution and anti-colonial uprisings led to
the overthrow of existing regimes, the spread of new ideologies like
communism, and significant social and political transformations.

What new ideologies emerged during the time frame of
Unit 67
New ideologies included communism, fascism, and intensified forms of

nationalism, which influenced political movements and government structures
worldwide.

How did technological advancements influence warfare
in Unit 67
Technological advancements like machine guns, tanks, airplanes, and chemical

weapons made warfare more deadly and changed military strategies,
particularly during World War I and II.

What were the global consequences of World War II as
outlined in Unit 67

World War II resulted in massive loss of life, the emergence of the United
States and Soviet Union as superpowers, decolonization movements, the
establishment of the United Nations, and the start of the Cold War.



Additional Resources

1. “Ways of the World: A Global History with Sources, Volume 2: Since 1400”
by Robert W. Strayer

This comprehensive textbook covers global history with a strong focus on the
developments from 1400 to the present, aligning well with AP World History
Unit 6 themes. It explores industrialization, imperialism, global conflicts,
and revolutions, providing rich primary sources to enhance understanding. Its
narrative helps students grasp the interconnectedness of world events during
the modern era.

2. “The Earth and Its Peoples: A Global History, Volume 2” by Richard W.
Bulliet et al.

Bulliet’s book offers a detailed examination of world history from 1400
onward, highlighting political, cultural, and economic changes that shaped
the modern world. It includes clear discussions on the Industrial Revolution,
imperialism, and world wars, essential for AP World History Unit 6 review.
The text also emphasizes cross-cultural interactions and global
transformations.

3. “AP World History: Modern Crash Course” by Kim Kinnaman

Specifically designed for AP World History students, this Crash Course guide
distills key Unit 6 topics such as industrialization, imperialism, and global
conflicts into concise summaries. It is ideal for review and exam
preparation, featuring helpful timelines, key terms, and practice questions.
The book aids students in mastering essential concepts quickly and
efficiently.

4. “Imperialism: A Study” by J.A. Hobson

Hobson’s classic text examines the economic and political motivations behind
imperialism, a central theme in Unit 6 of AP World History. Though originally
published in the early 20th century, it provides critical insights into the
causes and consequences of Western expansion and colonization. This book is
valuable for students seeking a deeper understanding of imperialism’s
complexities.

5. “The Industrial Revolution: A Very Short Introduction” by Robert C. Allen
This concise book offers a clear and accessible overview of the Industrial
Revolution’s origins, developments, and global impact. It covers
technological innovations, economic changes, and social transformations that
are key components of Unit 6. Students will find this introduction helpful
for grasping the foundational aspects of industrialization worldwide.

6. “Global Interactions, 1750-2000: Patterns of Change in World History” by
Jerry H. Bentley

Bentley’'s work focuses on the patterns and processes of global interactions,
including trade, migration, and cultural exchange, from 1750 to 2000. It
provides valuable context for understanding the global consequences of
industrialization and imperialism featured in Unit 6. The book’s thematic
approach helps students connect diverse historical phenomena across regions.



7. “Revolutions in World History” by Leslie Bethell

This book presents a comparative analysis of major revolutions, including the
Haitian, French, Industrial, and Russian revolutions. It is particularly
relevant for AP World History Unit 6, which covers political and social
upheavals during the modern era. Bethell’s work encourages critical thinking
about causes, impacts, and legacies of revolutionary movements worldwide.

8. “The Cold War: A New History” by John Lewis Gaddis

Gaddis provides a concise yet thorough overview of the Cold War, a key topic
in the late portion of Unit 6. The book covers ideological conflicts, proxy
wars, and diplomatic strategies that shaped the second half of the 20th
century. It is an excellent resource for students needing to understand post-
World War II global dynamics.

9. “The Making of the Modern World: Global History since 1760” by Robert
Marks

Marks offers a global perspective on historical developments from the
Industrial Revolution to the present day. The book emphasizes themes such as
capitalism, imperialism, and global conflict, which are central to Unit 6.
Its broad scope and analytical approach help students see the interconnected
forces shaping the modern world.
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