
ap world history unit 7 review
ap world history unit 7 review offers a comprehensive overview of one of the
most dynamic and transformative periods in modern history. This unit covers
the global conflicts, political revolutions, economic upheavals, and social
changes that shaped the 20th century and beyond. Students preparing for the
AP World History exam will find this review essential for understanding key
themes such as World War I, the interwar period, World War II, the Cold War,
decolonization, and globalization. The unit also explores the technological
advancements and ideological shifts that influenced global interactions. This
article provides a detailed breakdown of the major events and concepts,
helping students to synthesize information and reinforce their knowledge. By
focusing on significant developments and analyzing cause-and-effect
relationships, this ap world history unit 7 review aims to equip learners
with the critical insights necessary for exam success and a deeper
appreciation of world history.
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World War I and Its Aftermath
The outbreak of World War I marked a pivotal moment in global history,
drastically altering political boundaries and international relations. This
conflict, often termed the "Great War," involved unprecedented military
technology and massive mobilization of resources. The war's origins were
complex, involving militarism, alliances, imperialism, and nationalism. Its
conclusion in 1918 set the stage for major geopolitical changes, including
the collapse of empires and the redrawing of maps.

Causes of World War I
Understanding the causes of World War I is essential for grasping its global
impact. Key factors included:



Militarism: The arms race among European powers created tensions and
readiness for war.

Alliances: Complex treaties divided Europe into opposing camps,
escalating conflicts.

Imperialism: Competition for colonies heightened rivalries between major
powers.

Nationalism: Ethnic and nationalistic fervor intensified disputes within
and between states.

Consequences of the War
The aftermath of World War I had profound effects on the global order. The
Treaty of Versailles imposed harsh penalties on Germany, fostering resentment
that contributed to future conflicts. The Austro-Hungarian, Ottoman, Russian,
and German empires disintegrated, leading to new nations and political
instability. Additionally, the League of Nations was established as an early
attempt to maintain peace, though it ultimately failed to prevent further
global conflict.

The Interwar Period and Global Challenges
The years between World War I and World War II were marked by economic
turmoil, political experimentation, and social change. The interwar period
witnessed the rise of totalitarian regimes, the Great Depression, and shifts
in global power dynamics. This era set the stage for the subsequent conflict
and reshaped many societies.

The Great Depression
The global economic downturn of the 1930s had widespread effects on
industrialized and developing nations alike. Triggered by the 1929 stock
market crash, the Depression led to massive unemployment, poverty, and
political instability. Governments responded with varying policies, including
increased state intervention and social welfare programs.

Rise of Totalitarianism
In response to economic and political crises, several countries saw the
emergence of authoritarian regimes promising stability and national revival.
Notable examples include:



Fascist Italy: Benito Mussolini established a dictatorial regime
emphasizing nationalism and militarism.

Nazi Germany: Adolf Hitler’s regime combined fascism with racial
ideology, leading to aggressive expansionism.

Soviet Union: Under Joseph Stalin, the USSR implemented centralized
control and rapid industrialization.

World War II and Its Global Impact
World War II was the most widespread and devastating conflict in human
history, involving nearly every nation and resulting in unprecedented
destruction and loss of life. The war reshaped international relations and
led to significant political, economic, and social changes worldwide.

Causes and Major Events
The war began with aggressive expansion by Axis powers, including Germany’s
invasion of Poland in 1939. Key events include the Battle of Stalingrad, D-
Day, and the Pacific campaigns culminating in the atomic bombings of
Hiroshima and Nagasaki. The conflict ended in 1945 with the unconditional
surrender of Axis powers.

Outcomes and Consequences
World War II resulted in the emergence of the United States and the Soviet
Union as superpowers, leading to the Cold War. The United Nations was created
to promote international cooperation. Additionally, the war accelerated
technological innovation and ushered in new social movements, including
decolonization and civil rights.

The Cold War Era
The Cold War defined global politics for nearly half a century, characterized
by ideological rivalry between the capitalist West, led by the United States,
and the communist East, led by the Soviet Union. This period involved proxy
wars, nuclear arms races, and intense diplomatic competition.

Major Conflicts and Policies
Key aspects of the Cold War include the Korean War, the Vietnam War, the
Cuban Missile Crisis, and the policy of containment aimed at preventing the



spread of communism. Both superpowers supported allies around the globe,
influencing regional conflicts and political developments.

Impact on Society and Culture
The Cold War also affected everyday life through propaganda, espionage, and
cultural competition. The space race symbolized technological and ideological
competition, culminating in the moon landing in 1969. The eventual
dissolution of the Soviet Union in 1991 marked the end of this era.

Decolonization and Nationalism
Following World War II, many colonies in Asia, Africa, and the Middle East
gained independence, driven by nationalist movements and changing
international attitudes toward imperialism. Decolonization reshaped the
political landscape and presented new challenges for emerging nations.

Key Independence Movements
Significant independence movements included:

India: Led by figures like Mahatma Gandhi, India achieved independence
from British rule in 1947.

Africa: Countries such as Ghana and Algeria fought for and achieved
sovereignty during the 1950s and 1960s.

Middle East: Postwar mandates and protectorates transitioned into
independent states amid conflicts and negotiations.

Challenges of Postcolonial States
Newly independent nations faced issues such as political instability,
economic dependency, ethnic conflicts, and Cold War pressures. Many sought to
balance development, governance, and identity formation in a rapidly changing
world.

Globalization and Contemporary Issues
In recent decades, globalization has accelerated, connecting economies,
cultures, and political systems worldwide. This process has brought both
opportunities and challenges, influencing contemporary world history themes.



Economic Integration and Technology
The rise of multinational corporations, international trade agreements, and
digital communication has transformed global interactions. Advances in
technology have facilitated rapid information exchange and economic
interdependence.

Social and Environmental Challenges
Globalization has also raised concerns about inequality, cultural
homogenization, and environmental sustainability. Issues such as climate
change, migration, and human rights have become central to international
discourse and policy-making.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes covered in AP World History
Unit 7?
AP World History Unit 7 primarily covers the period from 1900 to the present,
focusing on global conflicts, decolonization, globalization, and
technological advancements.

How did World War I impact global political
structures?
World War I led to the collapse of empires such as the Ottoman, Austro-
Hungarian, Russian, and German Empires, resulting in new nation-states and a
shift towards more democratic and authoritarian governments worldwide.

What were the causes and consequences of the Great
Depression in Unit 7?
The Great Depression was caused by factors such as stock market crashes, bank
failures, and reduced consumer spending. Its consequences included massive
unemployment, political instability, and the rise of totalitarian regimes in
some countries.

How did decolonization unfold after World War II
according to Unit 7?
Decolonization accelerated after World War II as former colonies in Asia,
Africa, and the Caribbean gained independence through both peaceful
negotiations and violent struggles, reshaping global political dynamics.



What role did technology and innovation play in the
20th century as outlined in Unit 7?
Technological advancements such as the development of nuclear weapons,
computers, and the internet transformed warfare, communication, and economies
worldwide during the 20th century.

How did the Cold War shape international relations
in Unit 7?
The Cold War created a bipolar world dominated by the USA and USSR, leading
to proxy wars, arms races, ideological conflicts, and the division of nations
into capitalist and communist blocs.

What were the key social and cultural movements
discussed in AP World History Unit 7?
Key movements include civil rights movements, feminism, anti-apartheid
struggles, and cultural shifts driven by globalization, which challenged
traditional norms and promoted human rights.

How did globalization affect economies and societies
in the late 20th and early 21st centuries?
Globalization led to increased economic interdependence, cultural exchanges,
and the spread of technology, but also caused challenges such as economic
inequality, cultural homogenization, and environmental concerns.

Additional Resources
1. AP World History: Modern - Unit 7 Review Guide
This comprehensive review guide covers the key themes and events of Unit 7 in
AP World History, including the causes and effects of global conflicts such
as World War I and World War II. It explores political ideologies,
revolutions, and the shifting global order in the early 20th century. The
book is designed to help students master essential concepts and prepare
effectively for the AP exam.

2. Global Conflicts and Transformations: AP World History Unit 7
Focusing on the era of 1900 to 1950, this book delves into the major global
conflicts and socio-political transformations that shaped the modern world.
It includes detailed discussions on imperialism, nationalism, and the impact
of technological advancements on warfare. The text also provides review
questions and timelines to reinforce understanding.

3. The Interwar Years and World War II: An AP World History Review
This title centers on the period between the two World Wars, highlighting the



economic, political, and social changes that led to global instability. It
covers the rise of totalitarian regimes, the Great Depression, and the causes
and consequences of World War II. Students will find concise summaries and
practice quizzes geared toward AP exam success.

4. Revolutions and Resistance: AP World History Unit 7
Examining the global wave of revolutions and resistance movements in the 20th
century, this book explores anti-colonial struggles, communist revolutions,
and movements for civil rights and independence. It contextualizes these
events within broader historical trends and offers critical analysis to
deepen student comprehension.

5. Economic Turmoil and Recovery: The Global Economy in Unit 7
This book provides an in-depth look at the economic challenges and recoveries
during the early 20th century, including the Great Depression and post-war
rebuilding efforts. It explains how economic policies affected global
relations and societies, with attention to both Western and non-Western
perspectives. Review sections help students connect economic themes to
historical events.

6. AP World History Unit 7: Ideologies and Political Systems
Focusing on the development and impact of political ideologies such as
fascism, communism, and democracy, this book analyzes how these systems
influenced global events in the 20th century. It offers clear explanations of
complex concepts and provides comparative studies to aid students in
understanding differing political frameworks.

7. The Impact of Technology and Warfare in the 20th Century
This book addresses how advancements in technology transformed warfare and
society during the period covered in Unit 7. Topics include mechanized
warfare, nuclear weapons, and communications technology. The narrative
connects technological progress to changes in military strategy and civilian
life.

8. Decolonization and the New World Order: AP World History Unit 7
Covering the post-World War II era, this book explores the decline of
colonial empires and the emergence of new nations. It discusses the Cold War,
international organizations, and the challenges faced by newly independent
countries. Students gain insight into the complexities of global politics in
the mid-20th century.

9. Social and Cultural Change in the 20th Century: AP World History Review
This volume examines the cultural and social transformations that accompanied
political and economic changes in Unit 7. Topics include shifts in gender
roles, migration patterns, and cultural expressions such as art and
literature. The book encourages students to consider how societal changes
influenced and reflected broader historical trends.
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