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appeasement before world war 2 answers provide essential insights into one of the
most debated foreign policies of the 20th century. This strategy, primarily adopted by
Britain and France during the 1930s, aimed to avoid another catastrophic war by conceding
to some of Adolf Hitler’s demands. The policy of appeasement remains a significant subject
in understanding the causes and lead-up to World War II. This article explores the rationale
behind appeasement, its key events, the main figures involved, and its consequences. It
also addresses common questions and critiques surrounding the policy, offering a
comprehensive overview for students, historians, and anyone interested in the era. By
examining appeasement before World War 2 answers, readers will gain a clearer picture of
how this approach shaped global events and the eventual outbreak of war.
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Definition and Rationale of Appeasement

Appeasement before World War 2 answers begin with an understanding of what
appeasement meant in the context of 1930s international relations. Appeasement was a
diplomatic policy aimed at maintaining peace by making concessions to aggressive powers,
primarily Nazi Germany. The rationale behind this strategy stemmed from the widespread
desire to avoid another large-scale conflict following the devastating losses of World War I.
Many Western democracies, especially Britain and France, believed that satisfying some of
Hitler’s territorial claims might prevent further aggression and preserve stability in Europe.

Historical Context of Appeasement

In the aftermath of World War I, Europe was marked by economic hardship, political
instability, and the trauma of massive casualties. The Treaty of Versailles, which ended the
war, imposed harsh penalties on Germany, fostering resentment and economic difficulties
within the country. By the 1930s, Adolf Hitler’s rise to power and his aggressive nationalist
agenda alarmed neighboring countries. However, the memories of war and the impact of



the Great Depression made many governments hesitant to confront Germany militarily.
Appeasement was thus seen as a pragmatic approach to delay or prevent conflict.

Goals and Principles of Appeasement

The primary goal of appeasement was to maintain peace by avoiding direct confrontation
with Germany. This involved diplomatic negotiations, allowing Germany to rearm, and
permitting limited territorial expansions, such as the remilitarization of the Rhineland.
Supporters of appeasement believed that Hitler’s demands were reasonable corrections to
the Treaty of Versailles and that satisfying those demands would integrate Germany
peacefully into the international order. Additionally, some policymakers viewed
appeasement as a way to buy time for military rearmament in Britain and France.

Key Events of Appeasement Before World War 2

Several critical events illustrate the policy of appeasement and its implementation in the
years leading to World War II. These events highlight the gradual concessions made to Nazi
Germany and the international community’s response to growing aggression.

The Remilitarization of the Rhineland (1936)

One of the earliest tests of appeasement was Germany’s remilitarization of the Rhineland in
March 1936. This action violated the Treaty of Versailles and the Locarno Treaties, which
had demilitarized the region. Britain and France chose not to take military action, fearing
war, and instead issued diplomatic protests. This lack of response emboldened Hitler and
set a precedent for future aggression.

The Anschluss with Austria (1938)

In March 1938, Germany annexed Austria in an event known as the Anschluss. Despite
clear violations of Austrian sovereignty and international agreements, Britain and France
again refrained from military intervention. The annexation was largely accepted, regarded
by many as a unification of German-speaking peoples rather than an act of aggression.

The Munich Agreement (1938)

The Munich Agreement remains the most famous example of appeasement. In September
1938, leaders of Britain, France, Germany, and Italy met to decide the fate of the
Sudetenland, a region of Czechoslovakia with a significant ethnic German population.



Britain and France agreed to cede the Sudetenland to Germany without Czechoslovakia’s
consent, hoping this concession would satisfy Hitler’s expansionist aims and prevent war.
Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain famously proclaimed the agreement as securing “peace
for our time.”

Other Significant Concessions

Allowing Germany to rearm beyond Treaty of Versailles limits.

Non-intervention in the Spanish Civil War, which tested fascist powers’ ambitions.

Delayed alliances and military preparations, weakening the collective defense against
Nazi aggression.

Main Political Figures and Their Roles

Understanding appeasement before World War 2 answers also involves recognizing the key
political leaders and diplomats who shaped the policy and its outcomes.

Neville Chamberlain

Neville Chamberlain, British Prime Minister from 1937 to 1940, was the foremost advocate
of appeasement. He believed that concessions to Germany could prevent war and that
diplomatic negotiations were preferable to military conflict. Chamberlain’s signing of the
Munich Agreement symbolized his commitment to peace, though it ultimately failed to
prevent World War II.

Édouard Daladier

French Premier Édouard Daladier played a crucial role alongside Chamberlain in negotiating
the Munich Agreement. France’s weakened military position and political instability
contributed to Daladier’s support for appeasement, despite concerns about abandoning
Czechoslovakia.

Adolf Hitler

Adolf Hitler exploited the policy of appeasement to expand Germany’s territory and military



power. His aggressive demands and violations of treaties were met with limited resistance,
enabling him to pursue his vision of German dominance in Europe. Hitler’s strategic use of
diplomacy and intimidation revealed the weaknesses of appeasement.

Other Influential Figures

Benito Mussolini – Italy’s fascist leader, who supported Germany’s expansionist aims.

Winston Churchill – A vocal critic of appeasement who warned of the dangers posed
by Nazi Germany.

Franklin D. Roosevelt – U.S. President who maintained neutrality but monitored
European developments closely.

Criticism and Consequences of Appeasement

Appeasement before World War 2 answers cannot be complete without addressing its
widespread criticism and the consequences it produced. Many historians and
contemporaries have debated whether appeasement was a reasonable policy or a grave
mistake.

Critiques of Appeasement Policy

Critics argue that appeasement emboldened Hitler and allowed Germany to grow too
powerful, making war inevitable and more devastating. By conceding to demands without
checking aggression, Britain and France lost credibility and failed to support allies like
Czechoslovakia. The policy is often seen as a failure to recognize the true nature of Nazi
ambitions and a misjudgment of Hitler’s intentions.

The Outbreak of World War II

Despite the hopes tied to appeasement, Germany’s invasion of Poland in September 1939
marked the collapse of the policy and the beginning of World War II. Britain and France
declared war on Germany, acknowledging that appeasement had failed to secure lasting
peace. The delay caused by appeasement, however, gave the Allies time to prepare
militarily, which influenced the course of the war.



Lessons Learned from Appeasement

The legacy of appeasement has shaped post-war foreign policy and international relations.
It underscored the dangers of underestimating aggressive totalitarian regimes and the
importance of collective security and early resistance to expansionism. The policy is often
cited as a cautionary example against compromising with dictators who pursue unchecked
territorial ambitions.

Frequently Asked Questions About Appeasement

Many common questions arise regarding appeasement before World War 2 answers,
reflecting its complexity and enduring significance.

Why Did Britain and France Choose Appeasement?

Britain and France chose appeasement due to war fatigue from World War I, economic
difficulties from the Great Depression, and military unpreparedness. They hoped
concessions would prevent another devastating conflict and believed some of Germany’s
grievances were legitimate.

Was Appeasement Inevitable?

Some historians argue appeasement was inevitable given the political and economic
context of the 1930s, while others believe more decisive actions could have prevented or
delayed war. The policy reflected a complex interplay of fear, hope, and strategic
calculation.

Did Appeasement Delay or Accelerate World War II?

Appeasement arguably delayed the start of World War II by postponing direct conflict and
allowing the Allies time to rearm. However, it also accelerated the war’s outbreak by
encouraging Nazi Germany’s expansionism and weakening deterrence.

Could Appeasement Have Worked?

While appeasement aimed to maintain peace, it ultimately failed because it underestimated
Hitler’s ambitions and the aggressive nature of the Nazi regime. A firmer stance may have
altered the course of history, but this remains a subject of debate among scholars.



Frequently Asked Questions

What was appeasement before World War 2?
Appeasement before World War 2 was a diplomatic policy aimed at avoiding war by making
concessions to aggressive powers, particularly Nazi Germany, in the hopes of satisfying
their demands and maintaining peace.

Why did Britain and France adopt appeasement policies
before World War 2?
Britain and France adopted appeasement policies to avoid another devastating conflict like
World War 1, believing that satisfying some of Germany's demands would prevent war and
maintain stability in Europe.

Who was the main architect of appeasement in Britain
before World War 2?
Neville Chamberlain, the British Prime Minister from 1937 to 1940, was the main architect
of appeasement, famously advocating for concessions to Hitler to avoid war.

What was the significance of the Munich Agreement in
the context of appeasement?
The Munich Agreement of 1938 is a key example of appeasement, where Britain and France
agreed to allow Germany to annex the Sudetenland region of Czechoslovakia in exchange
for Hitler's promise not to seek further territory.

Did appeasement prevent World War 2?
No, appeasement ultimately failed to prevent World War 2 as it emboldened Hitler to
pursue further aggressive actions, leading to the invasion of Poland and the outbreak of the
war in 1939.

What were the criticisms of appeasement after World
War 2 began?
After World War 2 began, appeasement was criticized for enabling Nazi Germany's
aggression, undermining the security of smaller nations, and showing weakness that
encouraged further expansion by totalitarian regimes.

How is appeasement before World War 2 viewed by
historians today?
Historians today view appeasement as a complex policy influenced by the trauma of World
War 1, economic challenges, and political realities; while it is often seen as a failed



strategy, some argue it bought time for Britain and France to rearm.

Additional Resources
1. Appeasement: Chamberlain, Hitler, Churchill, and the Road to War
This book by Tim Bouverie offers a detailed narrative of the events leading up to World War
II, focusing on the policy of appeasement pursued by British Prime Minister Neville
Chamberlain. It examines the political and diplomatic decisions made to avoid conflict with
Nazi Germany and evaluates their consequences. The book provides insight into the
personalities involved and the atmosphere of fear and hope that shaped the era.

2. The Origins of the Second World War
Authored by A.J.P. Taylor, this classic work challenges conventional views on appeasement
and the causes of World War II. Taylor argues that the war was not inevitable and that
appeasement was a rational policy given the circumstances. His provocative analysis has
sparked much debate among historians regarding the responsibility of various nations.

3. Guilty Men
Written by "Cato," "Cassandra," and "Titus" (pseudonyms for three journalists), this 1940
polemic harshly criticizes British politicians and public figures who supported appeasement.
The book accuses them of betraying the country by underestimating Hitler and failing to
prepare for war. It played a significant role in shaping public opinion against appeasement
after the outbreak of hostilities.

4. When Britain Went to War: The Making of the Anglo-French Alliance, 1938-1939
This book by Jill Edwards explores the transition from appeasement to war, focusing on the
diplomatic efforts to build alliances against Nazi Germany. It details the breakdown of
appeasement and the strategic decisions that led Britain and France into conflict. Edwards
provides a nuanced view of the pressures faced by policymakers in this critical period.

5. The Appeasers
Written by Martin Gilbert, this work delves into the policy of appeasement from a historical
perspective, analyzing the motivations and mistakes of Western leaders. Gilbert discusses
the hope to maintain peace and the fear of another devastating war, which heavily
influenced decisions. The book provides a balanced assessment of the policy’s failures and
the complexities of the time.

6. Chamberlain and Appeasement: British Policy and the Coming of the Second World War
By R.A.C. Parker, this scholarly text offers an in-depth study of Neville Chamberlain’s
appeasement policy. Parker examines government documents and personal
correspondence to understand the rationale behind appeasement. The book highlights the
tension between the desire for peace and the emerging threat of Nazi aggression.

7. Appeasement and All Souls: A Portrait with Documents, 1937-1939
This unique book by Adam Tooze combines narrative history with primary documents
related to the appeasement era. It focuses on the intellectual and political environment at
Oxford University’s All Souls College, where many policymakers and thinkers debated the
policy. The book provides insight into the ideological underpinnings of appeasement.

8. Munich: The Price of Peace



Published by Richard Overy, this book analyzes the Munich Agreement of 1938, a key
moment in the policy of appeasement. Overy discusses the diplomatic negotiations and the
public reaction to the ceding of Sudetenland to Germany. The work evaluates whether the
agreement delayed war or merely emboldened Hitler.

9. Paths to War: The British Foreign Policy Debate on Appeasement, 1935-1939
This book by D.C. Watt explores the internal debates within the British government
regarding responses to Nazi Germany’s expansionism. It reveals the divisions among
politicians and diplomats about whether appeasement was a viable strategy. Watt’s
research sheds light on the complexities and challenges of British foreign policy in the pre-
war years.
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