
apush period 1 and 2 test
apush period 1 and 2 test is a crucial assessment for students studying the
early history of what would become the United States. These periods cover
significant events from pre-Columbian societies and early European
exploration to the establishment of English colonies and interactions with
Native Americans. Understanding the key themes, events, and figures from
these eras is essential for success on the AP U.S. History exam. This article
provides a comprehensive overview of the topics commonly tested in the apush
period 1 and 2 test, including important concepts like colonization, cultural
exchanges, economic development, and political structures. Additionally,
test-taking strategies and sample question types are discussed to help
students prepare effectively. The following sections will guide learners
through a detailed examination of the content and skills required to excel in
the apush period 1 and 2 test.

Overview of APUSH Period 1 and 2

Key Themes and Concepts in Period 1

Key Themes and Concepts in Period 2

Important Events and Figures

Common Question Types and Test Strategies

Overview of APUSH Period 1 and 2
APUSH Period 1 (1491-1607) and Period 2 (1607-1754) cover foundational
moments in American history. Period 1 focuses on the pre-contact era, early
European exploration, and the initial encounters between Native Americans and
Europeans. Period 2 explores the development of English colonies,
interactions among European powers, Native Americans, and Africans, and the
emergence of colonial societies. These periods set the stage for the
political, social, and economic dynamics that defined early America. Mastery
of the content from these periods is essential for understanding the broader
narrative of U.S. history and the complexities of colonization and cultural
exchange.

Key Themes and Concepts in Period 1



Pre-Columbian Societies and Cultures
Before European contact, diverse Native American societies thrived across the
continent. These groups developed complex social structures, economies, and
cultures adapted to their environments. Key examples include the agricultural
societies of the Southwest, such as the Pueblo, and the mound-building
cultures of the Mississippi River Valley. Understanding these societies’
adaptations and innovations is essential for the apush period 1 and 2 test.

European Exploration and Conquest
The late 15th and early 16th centuries saw European nations, especially
Spain, Portugal, France, and England, embark on voyages that would alter the
Americas permanently. The Spanish conquest of the Aztec and Inca empires and
the establishment of colonial outposts exemplify early European influence.
The Columbian Exchange initiated widespread biological and cultural transfers
between the Old and New Worlds, including crops, animals, diseases, and
technologies.

Impact of Columbian Exchange
The Columbian Exchange dramatically reshaped global populations and
economies. Europe gained new crops like maize and potatoes, which boosted
population growth, while the Americas suffered demographic collapse due to
diseases such as smallpox. This exchange also facilitated the transatlantic
slave trade, which would become a critical element of colonial economies.

Key Themes and Concepts in Period 2

English Colonization and Regional Differences
Period 2 highlights the establishment of English colonies beginning with
Jamestown in 1607. Colonies developed distinct regional characteristics
influenced by geography, economy, and demographics. The New England colonies
prioritized religious communities and small-scale farming, the Middle
Colonies were known for diversity and commerce, and the Southern Colonies
focused on plantation agriculture and slavery.

Relations with Native Americans
Interactions between European settlers and Native Americans ranged from
cooperation and trade to violent conflict. Key examples include the Powhatan
Confederacy’s initial engagement with Jamestown settlers and King Philip’s
War in New England. These relationships shaped colonial policies and Native
American resistance strategies.



Development of Colonial Economies
The colonial economy was marked by agriculture, trade, and the increasing
reliance on enslaved Africans. Cash crops such as tobacco, rice, and indigo
dominated the Southern economy, while the North engaged in shipbuilding,
fishing, and commerce. The Navigation Acts and mercantilist policies
reflected imperial control over colonial trade.

Important Events and Figures

Christopher Columbus: Initiated European exploration of the Americas in
1492.

John Smith: Leader of Jamestown, credited with establishing order in the
first permanent English colony.

Powhatan Confederacy: Native American alliance that interacted with
early Virginia settlers.

Mayflower Compact: Early form of self-government signed by Pilgrims in
1620.

Anne Hutchinson: Religious dissenter in Massachusetts Bay Colony
advocating for individual interpretation of scripture.

King Philip’s War: Conflict between New England settlers and Native
American tribes in the 1670s.

Bacon’s Rebellion: 1676 uprising in Virginia reflecting tensions between
frontier settlers and colonial elites.

Common Question Types and Test Strategies

Multiple Choice Questions
The apush period 1 and 2 test often includes multiple choice questions that
assess knowledge of chronological events, cause and effect, and key concepts.
These questions may require analyzing primary source excerpts or interpreting
historical maps and charts.

Short Answer Questions
Short answer questions typically focus on specific events or concepts from
periods 1 and 2. Effective responses should include clear thesis statements



and relevant evidence drawn from historical facts.

Document-Based Questions (DBQs)
DBQs challenge students to analyze a set of primary documents related to
early American history. Successful essays integrate document analysis with
outside knowledge about period 1 and 2 themes such as colonization, cultural
interaction, and economic development.

Test Preparation Tips

Review timelines to understand chronological order of events.1.

Memorize key terms, figures, and their significance.2.

Practice analyzing primary sources for point of view, purpose, and3.
context.

Write practice essays to improve argumentation and use of evidence.4.

Utilize flashcards and quizzes focused on period 1 and 2 content.5.

Frequently Asked Questions

What time periods are covered in APUSH Period 1 and
Period 2?
APUSH Period 1 covers 1491-1607, focusing on pre-Columbian societies and
early European exploration, while Period 2 covers 1607-1754, emphasizing
European colonization and Native American interactions.

What were the major Native American cultures before
European contact in Period 1?
Major Native American cultures included the Mississippian culture in the
Southeast, the Iroquois Confederacy in the Northeast, and various Plains and
Southwest tribes, each with distinct social, political, and economic systems.

How did European colonization impact Native American
societies in Period 1 and 2?
European colonization led to significant disruptions including disease
outbreaks, displacement, warfare, and cultural changes, profoundly affecting
Native American populations and their ways of life.



What were the economic motivations behind European
exploration during Period 1?
European exploration was motivated by the desire for new trade routes, access
to gold and other resources, and the expansion of mercantilist economies.

How did the encomienda system function in Spanish
colonies during Period 2?
The encomienda system allowed Spanish settlers to extract labor and tribute
from Native Americans in exchange for purported protection and Christian
instruction, often resulting in exploitation.

What role did religion play in the colonization
efforts of the English and Spanish in Period 2?
Religion was a key factor: the Spanish aimed to convert Native Americans to
Catholicism, while many English settlers, including Puritans, sought
religious freedom and established colonies reflecting their beliefs.

How did the Atlantic slave trade influence the
development of colonies in Period 2?
The Atlantic slave trade provided a labor force for plantation economies,
especially in the Caribbean and Southern colonies, deeply entrenching racial
slavery and shaping social hierarchies.

What were the differences between the Chesapeake and
New England colonies during Period 2?
Chesapeake colonies relied heavily on tobacco farming and had high mortality
rates with a more dispersed population, while New England colonies focused on
mixed farming, fishing, and had tighter-knit, religiously motivated
communities.

How did Native American alliances and resistance
shape colonial policies in Period 2?
Native American alliances and resistance, such as those seen in King Philip's
War, influenced colonial defense strategies, territorial expansion, and led
to shifting power dynamics between European powers and indigenous groups.

Additional Resources
1. Give Me Liberty! An American History, Volume 1: To 1877
This comprehensive textbook by Eric Foner covers early American history,



including APUSH Periods 1 and 2. It explores the encounters between Native
Americans, Europeans, and Africans, and the colonial societies that emerged.
The book provides detailed insights into cultural exchanges, colonization,
and the development of early American political and social institutions.

2. American Colonies: The Settling of North America
Written by Alan Taylor, this book offers an in-depth look at the colonization
of North America from multiple perspectives. It emphasizes the interaction
between Native Americans, European settlers, and African slaves during the
early colonial period. Taylor’s narrative is rich with primary source
material, making it useful for understanding the complexities of Periods 1
and 2.

3. The American Pageant: A History of the Republic, Volume 1
This popular APUSH textbook by David M. Kennedy and Lizabeth Cohen covers
American history through the colonial period. It provides a clear and
engaging narrative of early exploration, settlement, and colonial
development. The book is known for its accessible writing style and useful
review features for test preparation.

4. Colonial America: A History, 1607-1776
This book by Harry M. Ward focuses specifically on the colonial period,
making it a valuable resource for APUSH Period 1 and 2 studies. It discusses
the economic, social, and political dynamics of the colonies and their
relations with Native Americans and European powers. Ward's detailed
examination helps students grasp the foundations of early American society.

5. Facing East from Indian Country: A Native History of Early America
Daniel K. Richter offers a fresh perspective by telling early American
history from the viewpoint of Native Americans. This book challenges
traditional Eurocentric narratives and highlights Native agency during
Periods 1 and 2. It is essential for understanding the cultural and political
impacts of colonialism on indigenous peoples.

6. The Glorious Cause: The American Revolution, 1763-1789
Although focused on the revolutionary period, Robert Middlekauff’s book
provides important context for the colonial developments of Period 2. It
traces the political and social changes leading up to the revolution, making
it relevant for understanding the culmination of early colonial tensions. The
detailed narrative aids in connecting early colonial history to revolutionary
outcomes.

7. A People and a Nation: A History of the United States, Volume 1
This textbook by Mary Beth Norton and others offers a balanced and inclusive
view of early American history. It covers the interactions among diverse
groups during the colonial era and emphasizes themes of migration, labor, and
cultural exchange. The book is well-suited for APUSH students preparing for
Periods 1 and 2 exams.

8. Changes in the Land: Indians, Colonists, and the Ecology of New England
W. Cronon’s ecological history examines the environmental transformations



brought by European colonization. It provides insight into how Native
American and colonial economies and societies adapted to changing landscapes.
This book is valuable for understanding the environmental context of early
American history.

9. A Short History of the United States
By Robert V. Remini, this concise history covers key events and developments
in early America. It is accessible for students looking for a clear overview
of Periods 1 and 2 themes such as exploration, colonization, and early
governance. The brevity and clarity make it a helpful supplementary resource
for test review.
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