
apush period 2 test
apush period 2 test is an essential component for students preparing for the Advanced
Placement United States History exam, covering the years 1607 to 1754. This period
encompasses crucial developments such as colonial foundations, cultural interactions, and
the evolution of social, political, and economic structures in early America. Understanding
the key themes and events of Period 2 is vital for excelling in the APUSH exam, as it lays
the groundwork for later historical trends. This article provides a comprehensive overview
of the apush period 2 test content, including major topics, important figures, and effective
study strategies. It also offers insights into the types of questions typically encountered,
helping students to prepare efficiently. Below is a structured guide to mastering the apush
period 2 test material.
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Overview of APUSH Period 2
APUSH Period 2 covers the years from 1607, marking the founding of Jamestown, to 1754,
the onset of the French and Indian War. This era is characterized by the establishment and
growth of the British colonies in North America, the interaction among Native Americans,
Europeans, and Africans, and the gradual development of distinct colonial societies.
Political, social, and economic changes during this time laid the foundation for future
American identity and conflict.

Colonial Foundations and Expansion
During Period 2, the British colonies expanded along the eastern seaboard, developing
unique economies and social structures. The Southern colonies focused heavily on
plantation agriculture and slavery, while New England colonies developed more diversified
economies centered on trade, fishing, and small-scale farming. Middle colonies exhibited a
mix of these characteristics. The growth of these colonies set the stage for differing
regional interests and cultures.



Interactions with Native Americans
Relationships between European settlers and Native American tribes were complex and
varied, ranging from trade and cooperation to violent conflict and displacement. The period
saw numerous alliances and wars, such as King Philip’s War, which significantly impacted
the demographic and political landscape of the colonies. Understanding these interactions
is critical to grasping the evolving dynamics of colonial America.

Key Themes and Concepts
The apush period 2 test emphasizes several major themes that shaped early American
history. These themes help frame the events and developments of the period in a broader
context for better comprehension and analysis.

Colonial Society and Culture
Colonial society in Period 2 was marked by diversity in ethnicity, religion, and social
hierarchy. The rise of religious dissenters, such as the Puritans and Quakers, influenced the
development of American religious freedom and tolerance. Additionally, the institution of
slavery became entrenched, especially in the Southern colonies, profoundly affecting social
and economic structures.

Economic Systems and Labor
Economic activity during this period was regionally distinct but interconnected. The
Southern colonies relied on cash crops like tobacco and rice, supported by enslaved African
labor. In contrast, New England focused on shipbuilding, trade, and small farming. The
middle colonies developed a mixed economy with fertile soil conducive to grain production.
Mercantilism and the Navigation Acts also played significant roles in shaping colonial
economies.

Political Development and Governance
Colonial governments evolved with varying degrees of self-rule and interaction with the
British Crown. Many colonies established representative assemblies, which laid the
groundwork for American democratic principles. Conflicts over governance and taxation
began to emerge, foreshadowing later revolutionary tensions.

Important Events and Developments
The apush period 2 test frequently covers key historical events that defined the era’s
political, social, and economic landscape. Understanding these events is crucial for both
multiple-choice and essay components of the APUSH exam.



Founding of Jamestown (1607)
Jamestown, Virginia, was the first permanent English settlement in North America. Its
establishment marked the beginning of British colonization efforts. The colony struggled
initially with disease and food shortages but eventually prospered due to tobacco
cultivation.

Mayflower Compact (1620)
This early self-governance agreement was signed by Pilgrims aboard the Mayflower. It set a
precedent for colonial self-rule and democratic principles, influencing future political
developments in New England and beyond.

King Philip’s War (1675–1676)
A devastating conflict between Native American tribes led by Metacom (King Philip) and
New England colonists. The war resulted in significant loss of life and the weakening of
Native American resistance in the region, accelerating colonial expansion.

Stono Rebellion (1739)
The Stono Rebellion was one of the largest slave uprisings in the British mainland colonies.
It exposed the tensions within the system of slavery and led to harsher slave codes in South
Carolina and other Southern colonies.

Navigation Acts
These laws were designed to regulate colonial trade and ensure it benefited England
economically. The Acts restricted trade with other nations, fueling colonial dissatisfaction
and smuggling practices.

Significant Figures and Groups
Recognizing influential individuals and groups from Period 2 is essential for understanding
the forces shaping early American history and preparing for the apush period 2 test.

John Smith and the Jamestown Colony
John Smith played a crucial leadership role in the survival of Jamestown, enforcing discipline
and fostering relations with Native Americans. His contributions helped establish the first
successful English colony in America.



Pilgrims and Puritans
These religious groups sought to escape persecution in England and establish communities
based on their beliefs. The Pilgrims established Plymouth Colony, while Puritans founded
the Massachusetts Bay Colony, both of which became centers of early American religious
and social life.

Metacom (King Philip)
As a Wampanoag leader, Metacom led Native resistance against colonial encroachment in
King Philip’s War. His leadership symbolizes the struggle of indigenous peoples during the
period.

Enslaved Africans
Enslaved Africans were central to the economy and society of the Southern colonies. Their
forced labor fueled plantation economies, and their cultural contributions significantly
influenced colonial society despite oppressive conditions.

Study Tips for the APUSH Period 2 Test
Effective preparation for the apush period 2 test involves a combination of content mastery,
practice, and strategic study methods. The following tips can enhance understanding and
retention of key concepts.

Review Key Terms and Concepts: Focus on important vocabulary, events, and1.
figures from 1607 to 1754 to build a strong knowledge base.

Use Practice Tests: Taking timed practice exams helps familiarize with question2.
formats and improves time management.

Create Timelines: Visualizing chronological events aids in understanding cause and3.
effect relationships.

Analyze Primary Sources: Engage with documents from the period to develop4.
critical thinking and contextual analysis skills.

Summarize Each Colony’s Characteristics: Knowing the differences between New5.
England, Middle, and Southern colonies is crucial for many questions.

Connect Themes Across Periods: Relate Period 2 developments to later periods to6.
understand continuity and change over time.



Frequently Asked Questions

What time frame does APUSH Period 2 cover?
APUSH Period 2 covers the years 1607 to 1754, focusing on the early English colonies and
interactions with Native Americans.

What were the main economic activities in the English
colonies during Period 2?
The main economic activities included tobacco farming in the Chesapeake, rice and indigo
cultivation in the South, and trade, shipbuilding, and small-scale farming in New England.

How did the institution of slavery develop during
APUSH Period 2?
Slavery became more entrenched, especially in the Southern colonies, with the transition
from indentured servitude to African chattel slavery, solidified by laws restricting enslaved
people's rights.

What role did religion play in colonial life between 1607
and 1754?
Religion was central, with Puritanism dominating New England, the Anglican Church in the
South, and religious diversity growing due to groups like Quakers and Catholics seeking
refuge.

What were the causes and effects of Bacon's Rebellion
during Period 2?
Bacon's Rebellion (1676) was caused by frontier settlers' frustrations with Native American
attacks and colonial government policies. It led to a shift toward racialized slavery and
changes in colonial governance.

How did Native American relations evolve during Period
2?
Relations were marked by conflict, alliances, and trade, with Native Americans resisting
European encroachment but also adapting through diplomacy and intermarriage.

What was the significance of the Atlantic Slave Trade
during this period?
The Atlantic Slave Trade forcibly brought millions of Africans to the Americas, fueling the
labor demands of plantation economies and profoundly affecting social and cultural
dynamics.



How did colonial governments function in Period 2?
Colonial governments varied but generally included elected assemblies with limited
suffrage, governors appointed by the crown or proprietors, and local town meetings,
reflecting early forms of self-government.

Additional Resources
1. American Pageant: A History of the Republic, Volume 1
This widely used textbook covers American history from pre-Columbian times through the
Civil War, making it an essential resource for APUSH Period 2. It provides detailed
narratives on colonial development, the Atlantic world, and early American society. The
book is known for its engaging writing style and helpful visuals, which aid in understanding
complex historical themes.

2. Give Me Liberty!: An American History, Volume 1
Eric Foner’s comprehensive text offers a thorough exploration of early American history,
including the colonial era and the formation of American identity. Its focus on themes like
freedom, democracy, and social change aligns well with the content of APUSH Period 2. The
book also includes primary source documents that help students develop critical thinking
skills.

3. A People and a Nation: A History of the United States, Volume 1
This textbook provides a balanced view of American history by incorporating perspectives
from various groups, including Native Americans, Africans, and European settlers. It covers
the colonial period in depth, highlighting cultural interactions and conflicts. Its detailed
analysis helps students grasp the complexities of early American society.

4. Colonial America: A Very Short Introduction
This concise book offers a succinct overview of the colonial period in America, making it
perfect for quick review before tests. It discusses economic, social, and political
developments from the early 1600s to the mid-1700s. Despite its brevity, it provides
insightful context and analysis relevant to APUSH Period 2.

5. Empire of Liberty: A History of the Early Republic, 1789-1815
Focusing on the years immediately following the colonial era, this book explores the
establishment of the United States government and its early challenges. It delves into
federalism, foreign policy, and societal changes during the early republic period, bridging
the gap between colonial history and the new nation. The narrative helps students
understand the transition from colony to independent country.

6. The American Colonies: From Settlement to Independence
Alan Taylor’s work offers a detailed examination of the thirteen colonies, emphasizing the
diversity of colonial experiences. It covers economic systems, cultural exchanges, and
conflicts with Native Americans and European powers. The book is praised for its rich detail
and engaging storytelling, essential for mastering APUSH Period 2 content.

7. Colonial America: A History, 1607-1776
This textbook provides an in-depth look at the political, economic, and social aspects of
colonial America. It highlights the development of colonial governments, relations with



indigenous peoples, and the growth of slavery. Its clear organization and comprehensive
coverage make it a valuable study aid for APUSH students.

8. Early American History: From Exploration to Revolution
Designed for students, this book covers the key events and themes of early American
history, including colonization, settlement patterns, and the road to revolution. It balances
narrative with primary sources and review questions to reinforce learning. The accessible
language and focused content support effective test preparation.

9. The Colonial Experience: Foundations of American Society
This book explores the social, cultural, and economic foundations of colonial America,
emphasizing how diverse peoples shaped early American society. It discusses religion, labor
systems, and community life, providing a nuanced understanding of the period. The
detailed analysis assists students in grasping the complexities of APUSH Period 2.
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