
apush period 6 test

apush period 6 test is a crucial assessment for students studying the
Advanced Placement United States History curriculum, focusing on the
transformative years from 1865 to 1898. This period, often referred to as the
Gilded Age and the era of Westward Expansion, encompasses significant
political, economic, and social changes in the United States following the
Civil War. Preparing effectively for the apush period 6 test requires a
comprehensive understanding of key themes such as industrialization,
immigration, urbanization, the labor movement, and Native American relations.
This article provides an in-depth overview of the essential topics covered in
the apush period 6 test, along with study strategies and sample question
types to help students excel. By exploring each major theme and its
historical context, learners can develop a robust framework to tackle the
exam confidently.
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Overview of APUSH Period 6 (1865-1898)

The period from 1865 to 1898, covered in APUSH Period 6, marks a pivotal era
in American history characterized by rapid industrial growth, urbanization,
and significant social transformation. Following the Civil War, the United
States experienced the rise of massive industries such as steel, oil, and
railroads. The expansion of the railroad system facilitated westward
migration and economic integration. This era also witnessed dramatic
demographic changes fueled by waves of immigration from Europe and Asia. The
federal government grappled with policies addressing Native American lands
and rights, while social and political conflicts emerged surrounding labor
rights and economic inequality. Understanding these dynamics is essential to
excel in the apush period 6 test and to appreciate the complexities of this
transformative era.

Key Political Developments

Reconstruction Aftermath and Its Impact

Although Reconstruction officially ended in 1877, its political consequences



extended into Period 6. The withdrawal of federal troops from the South led
to the rise of "Redeemer" governments that disenfranchised African Americans
and enacted Jim Crow laws. The political landscape saw the solidification of
white supremacy in Southern states, impacting civil rights and electoral
politics for decades.

Gilded Age Politics and Corruption

The Gilded Age was marked by intense political partisanship, patronage
systems, and widespread corruption. Key issues included debates over tariffs,
monetary policy (gold vs. silver standards), and civil service reform.
Political machines like Tammany Hall dominated urban politics, while
presidents such as Rutherford B. Hayes, James Garfield, and Grover Cleveland
attempted to address corruption and reform the civil service.

Populism and Political Reform Movements

The late 19th century saw the rise of the Populist Party, representing
farmers and laborers demanding economic reforms such as the free coinage of
silver, government regulation of railroads, and direct election of senators.
Although the Populist movement declined by the end of the 1890s, it
influenced later progressive reforms and political discourse.

Economic Transformation and Industrialization

Rise of Big Business and Monopolies

The period saw the emergence of powerful industrial magnates such as Andrew
Carnegie in steel, John D. Rockefeller in oil, and Cornelius Vanderbilt in
railroads. The growth of corporations and trusts led to monopolies that
dominated key sectors of the economy. This concentration of wealth and power
had profound social and political implications.

Technological Innovations and Infrastructure Growth

Technological advancements such as the Bessemer process for steel production,
the telegraph, and the expansion of the railroad network revolutionized
American industry and transportation. These innovations facilitated mass
production and opened new markets domestically and internationally.

Economic Challenges and the Panic of 1893

The rapid industrial expansion was accompanied by economic instability,
including the Panic of 1893—a severe nationwide depression that resulted in
bank failures, unemployment, and widespread hardship. This crisis highlighted
vulnerabilities in the economic system and intensified calls for reform.

Social Changes and Immigration



Immigration Waves and Demographic Shifts

The late 19th century witnessed large-scale immigration primarily from
Southern and Eastern Europe, as well as from Asia. Immigrants settled largely
in urban centers, contributing to rapid city growth and cultural diversity.
This demographic shift led to both economic opportunities and social
tensions.

Urbanization and Living Conditions

The surge in urban populations created crowded and often unsanitary living
conditions in tenements and slums. Urban infrastructure struggled to keep
pace with growth, leading to public health challenges and the rise of
political machines that provided services in exchange for votes.

Social Reform Movements

In response to urban problems, various reform movements emerged, including
settlement houses like Jane Addams’s Hull House, which sought to assist
immigrants and the poor. Efforts also targeted issues such as child labor,
public education, and temperance.

Native American Relations and Westward
Expansion

Continued Conflict and Displacement

Period 6 was marked by ongoing conflicts between Native American tribes and
the U.S. government as settlers expanded westward. Military campaigns such as
the Battle of Little Bighorn and the Nez Perce resistance exemplify Native
efforts to defend their lands.

Assimilation Policies and the Dawes Act

The federal government pursued assimilationist policies aimed at integrating
Native Americans into American society. The Dawes Act of 1887 sought to break
up tribal lands into individual allotments, undermining communal tribal life
and accelerating land loss.

Reservation System and Cultural Impact

Many Native Americans were confined to reservations, which limited their
traditional ways of life. The erosion of tribal sovereignty and cultural
practices had lasting effects on Native communities.

Labor Movements and Responses to
Industrialization



Growth of Labor Unions

Industrialization brought harsh working conditions, long hours, and low
wages, prompting the formation of labor unions such as the Knights of Labor
and the American Federation of Labor (AFL). These organizations aimed to
improve workers’ rights through collective bargaining and strikes.

Major Strikes and Labor Conflicts

Notable labor disputes during Period 6 include the Great Railroad Strike of
1877, the Haymarket Affair of 1886, and the Pullman Strike of 1894. These
conflicts often resulted in violent clashes between workers, employers, and
government forces.

Government and Corporate Responses

Governments frequently sided with business interests, deploying troops or
injunctions to break strikes. The legal system generally upheld property
rights and limited labor's ability to organize, reflecting the era's pro-
business climate.

Preparing for the apush period 6 test:
Strategies and Practice

Success on the apush period 6 test depends on a thorough understanding of the
period's key themes, events, and figures. Effective preparation involves
reviewing major political, economic, and social developments and analyzing
primary and secondary sources. Utilizing practice tests and essay prompts
helps students develop critical thinking and writing skills necessary for the
exam.

Review timelines and key legislation such as the Dawes Act and
Interstate Commerce Act

Analyze the causes and effects of major events like the Panic of 1893
and significant labor strikes

Practice DBQs (Document-Based Questions) focusing on industrialization
and social reform

Study biographies of influential figures including Andrew Carnegie,
Booker T. Washington, and Helen Hunt Jackson

Develop an understanding of historiographical debates related to the
Gilded Age and Native American policies

Consistent study and engagement with diverse materials build the foundation
needed to excel on the apush period 6 test and deepen one’s grasp of this
critical chapter in American history.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key topics covered in APUSH Period 6?

APUSH Period 6 (1865-1898) covers the Gilded Age, including
industrialization, urbanization, immigration, labor movements, the rise of
big business, political corruption, and social reforms.

What major economic changes define Period 6 in APUSH?

Period 6 saw rapid industrialization, the expansion of railroads, the rise of
monopolies and trusts, growth of factories, and the shift from agrarian to
industrial economy.

Which labor movements are important to study for the
APUSH Period 6 test?

Key labor movements include the Knights of Labor, the American Federation of
Labor (AFL), the Haymarket Riot, the Homestead Strike, and the Pullman
Strike.

How did immigration impact the United States during
Period 6?

There was a massive influx of immigrants, particularly from Southern and
Eastern Europe, which fueled industrial growth but also caused social
tensions and led to nativist movements.

What role did government policies play during the
Gilded Age in Period 6?

Government policies generally supported laissez-faire economics, limited
regulation of business, high tariffs, and often sided with business owners
during labor disputes.

Who were some influential industrialists in APUSH
Period 6?

Notable industrialists include Andrew Carnegie (steel), John D. Rockefeller
(oil), Cornelius Vanderbilt (railroads), and J.P. Morgan (finance).

What social and political reforms emerged during
Period 6?

Reforms included the push for civil service reform, anti-trust laws like the
Sherman Antitrust Act, movements for women's suffrage, and efforts to address
corruption and improve urban living conditions.

How did the Populist Party influence politics in



Period 6?

The Populist Party represented farmers' interests, advocating for
bimetallism, government regulation of railroads, and direct election of
senators, influencing later Progressive Era reforms.

Additional Resources
1. “The Gilded Age: Perspectives on the Origins of Modern America” by Charles
W. Calhoun
This book provides a comprehensive analysis of the Gilded Age, a critical
part of APUSH Period 6. It explores the economic growth, social changes, and
political developments between 1870 and 1900. Readers will gain insight into
industrialization, labor movements, and the rise of big business during this
transformative era.

2. “The Age of Reform” by Richard Hofstadter
Hofstadter's classic work delves into the reform movements that arose in
response to the challenges of the late 19th century. It covers topics such as
populism, progressivism, and the efforts to curb corporate power. This book
is essential for understanding the social and political reforms during Period
6.

3. “A People’s History of the Gilded Age” by Michael Kazin
This book offers a bottom-up perspective on the Gilded Age, focusing on the
experiences of ordinary Americans. It highlights labor struggles, immigrant
challenges, and grassroots activism. The narrative complements traditional
political and economic histories by emphasizing social movements.

4. “The Frontier in American History” by Frederick Jackson Turner
Turner’s seminal essay introduces the Frontier Thesis, arguing that the
American frontier shaped the nation’s character and democracy. This work is
foundational for understanding westward expansion and its impact during
Period 6. It provides context for the closing of the frontier and its
implications.

5. “Industrializing America: The Nineteenth Century” by Walter Licht
Licht’s book examines the rapid industrialization that defined the late
1800s. It covers technological innovations, labor relations, and urbanization
trends. The book is valuable for grasping the economic transformations
central to APUSH Period 6.

6. “The Populist Moment: A Short History of the Agrarian Revolt in America”
by Lawrence Goodwyn
Goodwyn explores the rise and fall of the Populist movement, a key political
force in the 1890s. He analyzes the grievances of farmers and the movement’s
attempts to challenge established power structures. This book sheds light on
rural discontent and political activism during Period 6.

7. “The Rise of American Capitalism” by Sven Beckert
Beckert traces the development of American capitalism from the post-Civil War
era through the early 20th century. He discusses the roles of slavery, war,
and industrial expansion in shaping the economy. This work is crucial for
understanding the economic underpinnings of the Gilded Age.

8. “American Colossus: The Triumph of Capitalism, 1865-1900” by H.W. Brands
Brands presents a vivid narrative of America’s transformation into an
industrial powerhouse. The book covers influential figures like Rockefeller



and Carnegie, as well as the societal impacts of capitalism’s rise. It is an
engaging resource for the economic and social dynamics of Period 6.

9. “Labor in America: A History” by Melvyn Dubofsky and Joseph McCartin
This book offers an in-depth look at the American labor movement, including
strikes, unions, and workers’ rights struggles. It highlights the tensions
between labor and capital during the late 19th and early 20th centuries. The
text is essential for understanding the human dimension of industrialization
in APUSH Period 6.
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