
apush unit 2 questions
apush unit 2 questions serve as an essential tool for students preparing to master the second unit
of the Advanced Placement United States History (APUSH) course. This unit typically covers critical
topics from the colonial period through the early stages of the American Revolution, emphasizing
political, social, and economic developments in British North America. Understanding these questions
helps learners grasp the complexities of colonial governance, conflicts with Native Americans, the
evolution of colonial identities, and the escalating tensions that led to independence. This article will
provide a comprehensive overview of common themes and sample questions related to apush unit 2
questions, aiming to enhance study strategies and content knowledge. By exploring key topics such
as colonial governments, mercantilism, the impact of the Enlightenment, and early resistance
movements, students can develop a well-rounded understanding crucial for exam success. The
following sections break down important questions and concepts, providing a thorough guide for
effective APUSH unit 2 review.

Colonial Governments and Political Structures

Economic Systems and Mercantilism

Social and Cultural Developments in the Colonies

Relations with Native Americans

Causes and Early Stages of the American Revolution

Colonial Governments and Political Structures
Understanding the political frameworks of the American colonies is fundamental to answering apush
unit 2 questions. During this period, colonies developed various forms of government influenced by
English political traditions, but adapted to local conditions. The balance of power between royal
governors, colonial assemblies, and the British Crown often shaped colonial politics and conflicts.

Types of Colonial Governments
Colonies in North America had differing governance models based on their charters and founding
principles. These included royal colonies, proprietary colonies, and charter colonies. Each type had
distinct relationships with the British Crown and varying degrees of self-government.

Role of Colonial Assemblies
Colonial assemblies, such as the Virginia House of Burgesses, played a significant role in local
governance by controlling taxation and legislation. These bodies laid the groundwork for American
political ideas about representation and self-rule, which later fueled revolutionary sentiments.



Impact of Salutary Neglect
The British policy of salutary neglect allowed colonies considerable autonomy in internal affairs,
fostering a sense of independence. This hands-off approach contributed to the development of unique
colonial political identities and practices that eventually clashed with British attempts to reassert
control.

Economic Systems and Mercantilism
Economic factors are central to apush unit 2 questions, particularly the interplay between colonial
economies and British mercantilist policies. The colonies were integral to the British Empire’s
economic strategy, providing raw materials and serving as markets for manufactured goods.

Mercantilist Policies and the Navigation Acts
The Navigation Acts were a series of laws designed to regulate colonial trade to benefit England
economically. These acts restricted colonial commerce to British ships and mandated that certain
goods be shipped only to England or English colonies, which created tensions and smuggling.

Colonial Economies and Labor Systems
Colonial economies varied regionally, with New England focusing on trade and shipbuilding, the
middle colonies on diverse agriculture and commerce, and the southern colonies on plantation
agriculture reliant on enslaved labor. These economic differences influenced social structures and
political priorities.

Role of Slavery and Indentured Servitude
Labor in the colonies was supported by both indentured servants and enslaved Africans. The
transition toward a more entrenched system of racial slavery in the southern colonies had profound
social, economic, and political consequences, shaping colonial societies and future conflicts.

Social and Cultural Developments in the Colonies
apush unit 2 questions often address the evolving social and cultural landscape of the colonies,
including religion, education, and identity formation. These factors contributed to a distinct colonial
culture that laid the foundation for American nationalism.

The Great Awakening
The Great Awakening was a religious revival movement in the 1730s and 1740s that challenged
established churches and emphasized personal faith and emotional experiences. It fostered greater
religious diversity and encouraged ideas of equality and questioning authority.



Education and Print Culture
Colonial education was influenced by religious and practical needs. The spread of print culture,
including newspapers and pamphlets, facilitated the exchange of ideas and helped create a shared
political and cultural identity among colonists.

Development of Colonial Identities
Despite diverse origins, colonists began to see themselves as part of a distinct American community.
This emergent identity was shaped by shared experiences, economic interests, and increasing
frustration with British policies.

Relations with Native Americans
Relations between European colonists and Native American tribes are a critical topic in apush unit 2
questions. These interactions included trade, conflict, alliances, and cultural exchanges that
influenced the development of colonial societies and territorial expansion.

Early Conflicts and Cooperation
Colonists and Native Americans initially engaged in trade and occasional cooperation, but competition
for land and resources often led to violent conflicts such as King Philip’s War and the Beaver Wars.

Impact of European Diseases and Settler Expansion
European diseases devastated Native populations, weakening their societies and enabling further
colonial expansion. The pressure of settler encroachment caused displacement and altered Native
American ways of life.

Native American Alliances in Colonial Wars
During various colonial conflicts, Native American tribes allied with either the French or the British,
impacting the outcomes of wars such as the French and Indian War and shaping postwar territorial
arrangements.

Causes and Early Stages of the American Revolution
apush unit 2 questions frequently focus on the escalating tensions between Britain and its American
colonies that culminated in the American Revolution. Understanding these causes and initial reactions
is crucial for comprehending the path to independence.



British Taxation and Colonial Resistance
After the French and Indian War, Britain imposed new taxes like the Stamp Act and Townshend Acts
to pay war debts. Colonial resistance, including boycotts and protests, challenged these measures
and questioned parliamentary authority.

Ideological Influences of the Enlightenment
Enlightenment ideas about natural rights, government by consent, and liberty deeply influenced
colonial thinkers and justified opposition to British policies. Figures like John Locke provided the
intellectual foundation for revolutionary arguments.

Formation of Colonial Unity and Early Revolutionary Actions
Events such as the Boston Tea Party and the convening of the Continental Congress demonstrated
growing colonial unity. These actions set the stage for armed conflict and the declaration of
independence.

What were the main types of colonial governments, and how did they differ?1.

How did mercantilist policies like the Navigation Acts affect colonial economies?2.

What role did the Great Awakening play in shaping colonial society?3.

How did relations with Native Americans influence colonial expansion?4.

What were the key causes of colonial resistance leading to the American Revolution?5.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the main causes of the French and Indian War in
APUSH Unit 2?
The main causes included competition between Britain and France for control of North American
territories, particularly the Ohio River Valley, and conflicts over trade and alliances with Native
American tribes.

How did the outcome of the French and Indian War lead to
colonial dissatisfaction?
The British victory led to increased British debt, prompting Britain to tax the colonies through acts like
the Stamp Act and Townshend Acts, which fueled colonial resentment and calls for independence.



What was the significance of the Proclamation of 1763 in
APUSH Unit 2?
The Proclamation of 1763 prohibited colonial settlement west of the Appalachian Mountains, angering
colonists who wanted to expand westward and contributing to tensions between Britain and the
colonies.

How did the Stamp Act of 1765 impact colonial unity?
The Stamp Act imposed direct taxes on printed materials, leading to widespread protests and the
formation of groups like the Sons of Liberty, uniting colonies in opposition to British taxation without
representation.

What role did the Committees of Correspondence play in the
lead-up to the American Revolution?
They facilitated communication and coordination among the colonies, spreading information about
British policies and organizing resistance efforts against British rule.

How did the concept of 'virtual representation' factor into
colonial grievances?
Britain claimed that the colonies were represented in Parliament through 'virtual representation,' but
colonists rejected this, insisting on actual elected representation to consent to taxation.

What was the significance of the Boston Tea Party in APUSH
Unit 2?
The Boston Tea Party was a political protest against the Tea Act, where colonists dumped British tea
into Boston Harbor, escalating tensions and leading to the punitive Coercive Acts (Intolerable Acts).

How did the Intolerable Acts contribute to the First
Continental Congress?
The Intolerable Acts, aimed at punishing Massachusetts, alarmed all colonies, prompting them to
convene the First Continental Congress in 1774 to coordinate a unified response to British policies.

What were the key arguments presented in Thomas Paine's
'Common Sense'?
Paine argued for American independence from Britain, criticizing monarchy and hereditary rule, and
advocating for a democratic republic based on natural rights and popular sovereignty.



Additional Resources
1. “A People’s History of the United States” by Howard Zinn
This book offers an alternative perspective on American history, focusing on the experiences of
marginalized groups. It covers key events and themes relevant to APUSH Unit 2, such as colonization,
revolution, and early nation-building. Zinn’s narrative challenges traditional views and encourages
critical thinking about the causes and consequences of historical developments.

2. “The American Colonies: From Settlement to Independence” by Alan Taylor
Alan Taylor provides a comprehensive overview of the American colonies from their founding through
the Revolutionary War. The book explores economic, social, and political aspects of colonial life,
highlighting the diversity and complexity of early America. It’s an excellent resource for
understanding the origins of colonial unrest and the path to independence.

3. “Colonial America: A History, 1607-1776” by Harry M. Ward
This text delves into the political, economic, and cultural history of the American colonies. Ward
emphasizes the development of colonial institutions and the growing tensions between Britain and its
American subjects. The book is well-suited for students studying colonial society and the causes of the
American Revolution.

4. “The Radicalism of the American Revolution” by Gordon S. Wood
Gordon Wood analyzes the Revolutionary War not just as a political event but as a profound social
transformation. The book discusses how revolutionary ideas reshaped American society, politics, and
identity. It provides valuable insights into the ideological foundations and consequences of the
revolution, aligning closely with Unit 2 themes.

5. “Founding Brothers: The Revolutionary Generation” by Joseph J. Ellis
This Pulitzer Prize-winning book examines the relationships and conflicts among key figures of the
American Revolution and early republic. Ellis explores how their decisions shaped the new nation’s
political framework and social order. The narrative helps students understand the complexities of
leadership and compromise during this formative period.

6. “American Colonies: The Settling of North America” by Alan Taylor
Another work by Alan Taylor, this book broadens the scope to include the interaction between
European settlers, Native Americans, and Africans. It discusses colonization’s impact on indigenous
peoples and the development of diverse colonial societies. The book enriches understanding of the
multifaceted nature of early American history.

7. “Revolutionary America, 1763-1815: A Political History” by Francis D. Cogliano
Cogliano offers a detailed political history of the American Revolution and the early republic period.
The book covers the causes of revolution, the war itself, and the challenges of nation-building
afterward. It’s a valuable resource for grasping the political dynamics that shaped the United States
during Unit 2.

8. “The Glorious Cause: The American Revolution, 1763-1789” by Robert Middlekauff
This comprehensive account of the American Revolution provides an in-depth look at the military,
political, and social aspects of the conflict. Middlekauff’s work is well-regarded for its balanced
narrative and attention to detail. It helps students understand the complexity of the revolution and its
aftermath.

9. “Liberty’s Exiles: American Loyalists in the Revolutionary World” by Maya Jasanoff



Jasanoff explores the experiences of American Loyalists who opposed the Revolution and often faced
exile. The book sheds light on a lesser-known perspective of the Revolutionary era, emphasizing the
global impact of the conflict. It broadens the understanding of revolutionary America by including
voices typically marginalized in traditional histories.
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