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answers
articles of confederation worksheet answers provide essential insights into the first
constitution of the United States, outlining the foundation and challenges of early
American governance. This article explores the key components and historical significance
of the Articles of Confederation, offering detailed explanations and clarifications to
common worksheet questions. Understanding these answers aids in grasping the
weaknesses and strengths of the Articles, the reasons for its eventual replacement, and its
impact on the formation of the U.S. Constitution. The worksheet answers also enhance
comprehension of the political and economic context of the post-Revolutionary War period.
This comprehensive guide is designed to assist students, educators, and history
enthusiasts in navigating the complexities of early American government documents. The
following sections cover the structure, powers, limitations, and legacy of the Articles of
Confederation, providing a thorough overview relevant to academic study and historical
analysis.
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Impact on American Governance

Transition to the U.S. Constitution

Common Worksheet Questions and Answers

Overview of the Articles of Confederation
The Articles of Confederation, ratified in 1781, served as the United States' first
constitution. This document established a confederation of sovereign states with a weak
central government, reflecting the colonists' fear of centralized authority after British rule.
The Articles created a framework for cooperation among the thirteen original states
during and after the American Revolutionary War. It emphasized state sovereignty and
limited the federal government's powers, which later proved insufficient for managing
national issues. Understanding the historical context and structure of the Articles is
critical for answering worksheet questions accurately.

Historical Context
The Articles were drafted by the Continental Congress in 1777 and ratified by all states by



1781. They reflected the desire to maintain independence and protect state powers.
During the Revolutionary War, the Articles provided a mechanism for unified action
against Britain, but the lack of strong federal authority hindered post-war governance and
economic stability. This context is essential when addressing worksheet questions related
to the reasons behind the Articles’ creation and their limitations.

Structure of Government under the Articles
Under the Articles of Confederation, the national government consisted of a single
legislative body, the Congress of the Confederation. There was no separate executive
branch or judiciary. Each state had one vote regardless of size or population, promoting
equality among states but complicating decision-making processes. This unique structure
is often a focal point in worksheet answers and helps explain some of the practical
difficulties faced by the government under the Articles.

Key Provisions and Powers
The Articles of Confederation granted specific powers to the national government while
reserving most authority to the states. Understanding these powers is vital for completing
worksheet questions related to the scope and limitations of federal authority during this
period.

Powers Granted to Congress
Congress had the authority to conduct foreign affairs, make treaties, declare war, raise
and maintain an army and navy, coin money, and manage relations with Native American
tribes. However, Congress lacked the power to impose taxes or regulate interstate
commerce, significantly limiting its effectiveness. These provisions are frequently
addressed in worksheet questions that focus on the strengths and weaknesses of the
Articles.

State Obligations
The Articles required states to honor the decisions of Congress, provide troops or funds
for national defense, and respect the laws and judicial proceedings of other states. States
retained the right to tax citizens and control internal affairs. This balance of power is a
common topic in worksheets exploring the division of authority between state and national
governments.

Limitations and Weaknesses
The Articles of Confederation had significant weaknesses that impeded the ability of the
United States to function as a unified nation. These limitations are central to worksheet
discussions and answers, highlighting why the Articles were eventually replaced.



Inability to Tax
One of the most critical weaknesses was Congress’s inability to levy taxes. The
government depended on voluntary contributions from states, which often failed to meet
financial needs. This lack of funding crippled efforts to pay war debts and maintain a
standing army.

Lack of Centralized Executive and Judicial Branches
The absence of an executive branch meant there was no enforcement mechanism for
congressional decisions. Similarly, the lack of a national judiciary prevented the resolution
of disputes between states or individuals under federal law, leading to legal confusion and
conflict.

Difficulty Passing Laws and Amendments
Passing major laws required the approval of nine out of thirteen states, while amendments
to the Articles required unanimous consent. This high threshold made it nearly impossible
to adapt the government to new challenges, a key factor explored in worksheet answer
keys.

Problems with Interstate Commerce
Without federal power to regulate trade between states, economic disputes and tariffs
hampered interstate commerce. States often acted in their own interest, undermining
national economic cohesion.

Impact on American Governance
The Articles of Confederation significantly influenced early American political
development, despite their limitations. Understanding this impact is crucial for worksheet
questions related to the evolution of the U.S. government.

Encouragement of State Sovereignty
The Articles emphasized state independence, shaping the political culture of the new
nation. This emphasis on sovereignty often resulted in fragmented policies and resistance
to centralized authority, a theme common in worksheet discussions.

Setting the Stage for Constitutional Reform
The failures of the Articles highlighted the need for a stronger federal government,
directly leading to the Constitutional Convention of 1787. This transition is an essential



topic in worksheets that ask about the legacy of the Articles and the reasons behind
drafting a new constitution.

Influence on Federalism
The Articles introduced the concept of federalism, balancing power between national and
state governments. Although flawed, this early experiment informed the structure of the
later U.S. Constitution and remains a foundational element of American government.

Transition to the U.S. Constitution
The shortcomings of the Articles of Confederation necessitated the creation of a new
governing document. This section explains the key factors and processes involved in
replacing the Articles with the U.S. Constitution, which is frequently addressed in
worksheet answer sets.

Constitutional Convention of 1787
Delegates met in Philadelphia to revise the Articles but ultimately drafted an entirely new
constitution. The Convention addressed the weaknesses of the Articles by establishing a
stronger federal government with separate executive, legislative, and judicial branches.

Compromises and Debates
During the Convention, compromises such as the Great Compromise and the Three-Fifths
Compromise resolved disputes over representation and slavery. These negotiations
reflected lessons learned from the Articles and are often the focus of detailed worksheet
questions.

Ratification Process
The new Constitution required ratification by nine states to take effect. This process
included debates between Federalists, who supported the Constitution, and Anti-
Federalists, who feared centralized power. Understanding this dynamic is important for
comprehensive worksheet answers.

Common Worksheet Questions and Answers
Worksheets on the Articles of Confederation typically feature questions that test
knowledge of its structure, powers, and limitations. Below are common questions with
detailed answers to aid in study and review.



What was the main purpose of the Articles of Confederation?1.
The main purpose was to unify the thirteen states under a common government
during the Revolutionary War while preserving state sovereignty.

Why did the Articles of Confederation create a weak central government?2.
To prevent the concentration of power and avoid the tyranny experienced under
British rule.

List three powers granted to Congress under the Articles.3.
Conducting foreign affairs, declaring war, and coining money.

Identify two major weaknesses of the Articles.4.
The inability to tax and lack of an executive branch to enforce laws.

How did the Articles influence the U.S. Constitution?5.
They highlighted the need for a stronger federal government and introduced the
concept of federalism.

What was required to amend the Articles?6.
Unanimous approval from all thirteen states.

Why was interstate commerce problematic under the Articles?7.
Because Congress lacked the power to regulate trade between states, leading to
conflicts and economic disunity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the Articles of Confederation worksheet
answers focused on?
The worksheet answers typically focus on the key features, weaknesses, and historical
significance of the Articles of Confederation.

Where can I find accurate answers for the Articles of



Confederation worksheet?
Accurate answers can be found in reliable history textbooks, educational websites, or
teacher-provided answer keys related to American history.

What was a major weakness highlighted in the Articles
of Confederation worksheet answers?
A major weakness was the lack of a strong central government, which made it difficult to
enforce laws or collect taxes.

How do the worksheet answers explain the role of the
states under the Articles of Confederation?
The answers explain that under the Articles, states retained most of their sovereignty and
independence, with the central government having limited authority.

Why is the Articles of Confederation worksheet
important for understanding U.S. history?
It helps students learn about the first governing document of the United States and the
challenges that led to the creation of the Constitution.

Additional Resources
1. The Articles of Confederation: America's First Constitution
This book provides a comprehensive overview of the Articles of Confederation, explaining
its creation, structure, and the challenges it faced. It includes detailed explanations
suitable for students seeking to understand early American government. The text also
offers worksheet-style questions and answers to reinforce learning.

2. Understanding the Articles of Confederation: A Student's Guide
Designed specifically for learners, this guide breaks down the Articles of Confederation
into manageable sections. It includes summaries, key terms, and practice worksheets with
answers to help students master the material. The book is ideal for classroom use or
individual study.

3. From Confederation to Constitution: The Road to American Government
This title explores the transition from the Articles of Confederation to the U.S.
Constitution, highlighting the weaknesses of the former. It contains analysis, primary
documents, and worksheet questions with answers to deepen understanding of this critical
period in American history.

4. Articles of Confederation Worksheet Answers and Explanations
A practical workbook filled with worksheets related to the Articles of Confederation, this
book provides clear, detailed answer keys and explanations. It helps students check their
comprehension and prepare for exams with confidence.



5. Early American Government: The Articles of Confederation Era
This book focuses on the political and social context of the Articles of Confederation
period. It includes engaging activities, worksheets, and answer guides that provide insight
into how the early government operated and why it ultimately failed.

6. The Confederation Congress: Powers and Limitations
Offering an in-depth look at the legislative body under the Articles of Confederation, this
book explains its roles, powers, and struggles. Worksheets with answers assist readers in
grasping the complexities of early American governance.

7. Interactive History: The Articles of Confederation
This interactive workbook features activities, quizzes, and worksheets all centered on the
Articles of Confederation. Detailed answer keys accompany each section, making it a
valuable resource for both teachers and students.

8. Foundations of American Government: Worksheet Companion
Covering the Articles of Confederation among other early government topics, this
companion book offers a variety of worksheets with complete answers. It is designed to
support classroom instruction and independent practice.

9. Constitutional Beginnings: The Articles of Confederation Explained
This explanatory text delves into the creation and impact of the Articles of Confederation,
providing context and critical analysis. The inclusion of worksheets with answers makes it
a helpful tool for learners aiming to understand early U.S. government documents.
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