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basic industry example ap human geography is a fundamental concept in understanding the
economic foundations of cities and regions. In AP Human Geography, basic industries are defined as
those sectors that export goods or services outside the local area, bringing income into the
community. This article explores the significance of basic industries, providing clear examples and
examining their impact on urban development, population growth, and economic sustainability. By
delving into different types of basic industries and identifying key examples, readers will gain a
comprehensive understanding of how these industries shape geographic and economic patterns. This
discussion also highlights the relationship between basic and non-basic industries and their roles in
local economies. The following sections will guide you through the essential elements of basic
industry examples in AP Human Geography.

Definition and Importance of Basic Industries

Examples of Basic Industries in AP Human Geography

Impact of Basic Industries on Urban Growth

Relationship Between Basic and Non-Basic Industries

Case Studies of Basic Industry Examples

Definition and Importance of Basic Industries
In AP Human Geography, a basic industry is one that produces goods or services for export outside
the local economy, thus bringing new income into the community. This contrasts with non-basic
industries, which serve the local market. Basic industries are vital because they stimulate economic
growth by increasing the inflow of money, which in turn supports non-basic industries and local
services. Understanding the concept of basic industries is crucial for analyzing urban economies,
regional development, and labor markets.

Characteristics of Basic Industries
Basic industries typically share several characteristics, including:

Export-oriented production

Creation of jobs that attract population growth

Driving force behind urban economic expansion

Often capital-intensive and linked to global markets



These characteristics emphasize their role in shaping economic landscapes and demographic patterns
in human geography.

Examples of Basic Industries in AP Human Geography
Providing examples of basic industries is essential for understanding their practical applications and
geographic implications. Basic industries vary across regions depending on natural resources,
technological development, and market demand.

Manufacturing and Export Industries
Manufacturing industries that produce goods for export are classic examples of basic industries. For
instance, automobile production in Detroit historically served as a primary basic industry, exporting
vehicles nationwide and internationally. Similarly, electronics manufacturing in Silicon Valley acts as a
basic industry by selling high-tech products globally.

Resource Extraction Industries
Industries such as mining, oil extraction, and logging are fundamental basic industries, especially in
regions rich in natural resources. For example, coal mining in Appalachia or oil extraction in Texas
brings external revenue into these local economies. These industries not only provide employment
but also support related non-basic services.

Agricultural Export Industries
Agriculture can be a basic industry when products are exported beyond the local community.
Examples include the export of cotton from the southern United States or coffee from Central
America. These agricultural exports generate income that sustains rural economies and supports local
markets.

Impact of Basic Industries on Urban Growth
Basic industries play a significant role in urbanization and population dynamics. The establishment or
expansion of a basic industry often triggers economic and demographic changes in a city or region.

Economic Multipliers and Job Creation
When a basic industry grows, it creates a multiplier effect by generating additional jobs in non-basic
sectors such as retail, education, and healthcare. This economic ripple supports a growing population
and diversifies the local economy. For example, a new manufacturing plant may lead to the
development of housing, schools, and commercial services in the surrounding area.



Urbanization Patterns
Basic industries attract workers and their families, resulting in increased urbanization. Cities with
strong basic industries often experience rapid population growth and spatial expansion. This pattern
can be observed in former industrial hubs or resource-dependent towns that evolved into large
metropolitan areas.

Relationship Between Basic and Non-Basic Industries
The distinction between basic and non-basic industries is fundamental in AP Human Geography for
understanding how local economies function and sustain themselves.

Definition of Non-Basic Industries
Non-basic industries provide goods and services to the local population and do not bring new money
into the community. Examples include local restaurants, schools, and healthcare providers. These
industries rely heavily on the income generated by basic industries to thrive.

Economic Interdependence
The economic health of a city or region depends on the balance between basic and non-basic
industries. Basic industries generate income, which supports non-basic industries, creating a
symbiotic relationship. A decline in basic industries can negatively affect non-basic sectors, leading to
economic downturns and population decline.

Case Studies of Basic Industry Examples
Examining specific case studies helps illustrate the practical effects of basic industries on geographic
and economic patterns.

Detroit and the Automobile Industry
Detroit serves as a classic example of a city whose growth was driven by the automobile industry, a
basic industry exporting vehicles worldwide. The industry's success brought wealth, jobs, and
population growth, but its decline also led to economic challenges and urban shrinkage.

Houston and the Oil Industry
Houston’s economy is closely tied to the oil extraction and refining industry, a basic industry that
exports energy products globally. The industry’s fluctuations have influenced Houston’s economic
stability, urban development, and labor market dynamics.



The Pacific Northwest and Timber Industry
The timber industry in the Pacific Northwest represents a basic industry example where resource
extraction supports local economies through exports. The industry has shaped settlement patterns,
land use, and environmental policies in the region.

Basic industries export goods and services, bringing income into a local economy.1.

Common examples include manufacturing, resource extraction, and agricultural exports.2.

Basic industries stimulate urban growth and support non-basic sectors.3.

The balance between basic and non-basic industries is critical for economic sustainability.4.

Case studies such as Detroit, Houston, and the Pacific Northwest illustrate these dynamics.5.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a basic industry in AP Human Geography?
A basic industry is an industry that produces goods or services for export outside the local region,
bringing income into the local economy.

Can you give an example of a basic industry in AP Human
Geography?
An example of a basic industry is a steel manufacturing plant that exports steel to other regions or
countries.

How do basic industries impact local economies in AP Human
Geography?
Basic industries bring in outside income, creating jobs and supporting non-basic industries, which
helps stimulate and sustain the local economy.

What differentiates a basic industry from a non-basic
industry?
Basic industries export products or services outside the local area, while non-basic industries serve
the local population and circulate money within the community.



Why are basic industries important in urban development
according to AP Human Geography?
Basic industries attract workers and investment, leading to urban growth and development by
creating a foundation for the local economy.

How does the presence of a basic industry affect population
patterns in a region?
Basic industries often attract workers from other regions, increasing population growth and leading to
urbanization in the area.

What role do basic industries play in regional economic
specialization?
Basic industries contribute to regional economic specialization by focusing on producing specific
goods or services for export, defining the economic identity of the region.

Additional Resources
1. Industry and Society: An Introduction to Industrial Geography
This book offers a comprehensive overview of industrial geography, exploring how industries develop
and influence societal structures. It covers topics such as location theories, industrial clusters, and the
impact of globalization on manufacturing. Ideal for students new to the subject, it provides a balanced
mix of theory and real-world examples.

2. The Geography of Industry: Patterns, Processes, and Impacts
Delving into the spatial aspects of industry, this text examines how industries are distributed across
regions and what factors drive these patterns. It highlights the role of resources, labor, technology,
and government policies. Case studies from various countries help illustrate the global diversity of
industrial development.

3. Industrialization and Human Geography: Understanding Economic Change
Focusing on the human geography perspective, this book discusses how industrialization transforms
societies, urban areas, and labor markets. It addresses issues like migration, urbanization, and
environmental consequences associated with industrial growth. The book is well-suited for students
interested in the intersection of economics and geography.

4. Basics of Manufacturing: From Raw Materials to Finished Products
This introductory text explains the fundamental processes involved in manufacturing industries. It
breaks down the steps from sourcing raw materials to production techniques and distribution.
Readers gain insight into different manufacturing sectors such as textiles, electronics, and
automotive.

5. Global Industry and Economic Development
Examining the relationship between industry and global economic development, this book discusses
how industrial sectors contribute to national and international economic growth. It covers concepts
like industrialization in developing countries, trade, and multinational corporations. The text also



explores challenges such as economic inequality and sustainability.

6. Urban Industrial Landscapes: The Geography of Factories and Cities
This work explores the spatial organization of industries within urban environments and their
influence on city development. Topics include industrial zoning, pollution, labor distribution, and the
decline of manufacturing in urban cores. The book provides a geographic lens on urban industrial
change and regeneration.

7. Introduction to Economic Sectors: Primary, Secondary, and Tertiary Industries
Offering a broad overview of economic sectors, this book explains the distinctions and
interconnections between primary (extractive), secondary (manufacturing), and tertiary (services)
industries. It highlights how each sector contributes to the economy and how geographic factors
influence their distribution. The text is useful for understanding the basics of economic geography.

8. Industrial Clusters and Regional Development
This book investigates the concept of industrial clusters and their role in regional economic success. It
discusses theories behind cluster formation, benefits such as innovation and competitiveness, and
challenges faced by clustered industries. Case studies demonstrate how clusters operate in various
parts of the world.

9. Environmental Impacts of Industry: A Geographic Perspective
Focusing on the environmental consequences of industrial activities, this book addresses pollution,
resource depletion, and sustainability issues. It examines how geographic factors influence the
environmental footprint of industries and explores strategies for mitigating negative impacts. The text
is valuable for those interested in environmental geography and industrial policy.
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