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Introduction to Black Women's History Trivia Questions and
Answers

black women's history trivia questions and answers offer a captivating way to explore the rich legacy and
remarkable achievements of black women throughout history. This article delves into significant milestones,
influential figures, and lesser-known facts that highlight the profound impact black women have had across
various fields such as civil rights, literature, science, politics, and the arts. By engaging with trivia questions
and answers, readers can enhance their knowledge and appreciation of these trailblazers who have shaped
society and inspired generations. The following sections present carefully curated trivia that covers
historical icons, cultural contributions, and groundbreaking accomplishments. Whether for educational
purposes, social gatherings, or personal enrichment, these trivia questions serve as an effective tool to
celebrate and recognize black women’s history. This comprehensive guide ensures a well-rounded understanding
of their vital roles and enduring legacies.
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Famous Black Women in History

This section highlights some of the most influential black women in history, whose actions and achievements
have left an indelible mark on society. Understanding their lives through trivia questions and answers provides
both educational value and inspiration.

Harriet Tubman and the Underground Railroad

Harriet Tubman is widely celebrated for her courageous role in the Underground Railroad, helping enslaved
African Americans escape to freedom. Trivia about her life reveals the risks she took and the legacy she left
behind.

Sojourner Truth’s Advocacy for Abolition and Women’s Rights

Sojourner Truth was a powerful orator and activist who championed both abolition and women’s suffrage.
Trivia questions related to her famous speeches and life story emphasize her dual fight for justice and equality.

Notable Trivia Items



Who was the first black woman to win a Nobel Peace Prize? (Answer: Wangari Maathai, though Kenyan,
her work inspired many in the African diaspora)

Which black woman founded the National Council of Negro Women in 1935? (Answer: Mary McLeod
Bethune)

Who was the first African American woman elected to the U.S. Congress? (Answer: Shirley Chisholm)

Black Women in Civil Rights Movements

The civil rights era featured many black women activists who played pivotal roles in fighting segregation,
discrimination, and inequality. This section explores their contributions through carefully structured trivia
questions and answers.

Rosa Parks and the Montgomery Bus Boycott

Rosa Parks is often referred to as the “mother of the civil rights movement” due to her refusal to give up her
bus seat, sparking the Montgomery Bus Boycott. Trivia related to her activism helps illuminate the significance
of her actions.

Ella Baker’s Grassroots Organizing

Ella Baker was a key organizer behind many civil rights groups, emphasizing community leadership and grassroots
activism. Trivia questions surrounding her life highlight the often underappreciated behind-the-scenes work that
sustained the movement.

Important Trivia Questions

What year did Rosa Parks refuse to give up her bus seat? (Answer: 1955)

Which organization did Ella Baker help found in 1960? (Answer: Student Nonviolent Coordinating
Committee, SNCC)

Who was the first black woman to run for president of the United States? (Answer: Shirley Chisholm)

Black Women in Arts and Literature

Black women have made significant contributions to arts and literature, enriching American culture with their
unique perspectives and creative talents. Trivia questions in this category highlight the achievements of
writers, artists, and performers.

Maya Angelou’s Literary Legacy

Maya Angelou’s autobiographical works and poetry have left a lasting impact on American literature. Trivia
about her books and life helps readers understand her role as a literary icon.



Toni Morrison’s Pulitzer and Nobel Recognitions

Toni Morrison was the first African American woman to win the Nobel Prize in Literature, celebrated for her
evocative storytelling and exploration of black identity. Trivia questions can focus on her major works and
awards.

Key Trivia Examples

Which book is Maya Angelou’s most famous autobiography? (Answer: I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings)

What year did Toni Morrison win the Nobel Prize in Literature? (Answer: 1993)

Name a prominent black female jazz singer known as “Lady Day.” (Answer: Billie Holiday)

Black Women in Science and Innovation

Black women have also contributed significantly to scientific research, technology, and innovation despite
facing systemic barriers. This section provides trivia questions and answers that celebrate these pioneers’
achievements.

Katherine Johnson and NASA

Katherine Johnson’s mathematical calculations were critical for NASA’s space missions, including the Apollo
moon landing. Trivia about her work spotlights the intersection of race, gender, and science.

Mae Jemison, the First Black Woman in Space

Mae Jemison made history as the first black woman astronaut to travel into space, inspiring many in STEM
fields. Trivia questions can focus on her mission and scientific background.

Noteworthy Trivia Items

Which NASA project did Katherine Johnson contribute to significantly? (Answer: Apollo missions)

In what year did Mae Jemison travel to space? (Answer: 1992)

Who was the first African American woman to earn a PhD in chemistry? (Answer: Marie Maynard Daly)

General Trivia Questions and Answers on Black Women’s History

This final section compiles a variety of trivia questions and answers that encompass multiple aspects of black
women’s history, providing a broad educational scope for enthusiasts and learners.



Mixed Trivia Questions

Who was the first black woman to win an Academy Award for Best Supporting Actress? (Answer:1.
Hattie McDaniel)

Which black woman famously refused to give up her seat on a bus, igniting a civil rights movement?2.
(Answer: Rosa Parks)

Who was the first African American woman elected to the U.S. Senate? (Answer: Carol Moseley Braun)3.

Which black woman is known as the “Queen of Soul?” (Answer: Aretha Franklin)4.

Who wrote the poem “Phenomenal Woman?” (Answer: Maya Angelou)5.

Additional Trivia Facts

Mary Church Terrell was one of the first African American women to earn a college degree and was an
early civil rights activist.

Josephine Baker broke racial barriers as an entertainer and was also a spy during World War II.

Ida B. Wells was a pioneering journalist who led an anti-lynching crusade in the late 19th century.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the first African American woman to win a Nobel Prize in
Literature?

Toni Morrison won the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1993.

Which Black woman was the first to serve as a U.S. Congresswoman?

Shirley Chisholm was the first Black woman elected to the United States Congress in 1968.

Who was the first Black woman to become a self-made millionaire in the
United States?

Madam C.J. Walker is recognized as the first Black woman to become a self-made millionaire.

Which Black woman was a pioneering figure in the Civil Rights Movement and
co-founded the NAACP?

Ida B. Wells was a journalist and activist who co-founded the NAACP and fought against lynching.



Who was the first Black woman astronaut to travel to space?

Dr. Mae Jemison became the first Black woman astronaut to travel to space in 1992.

Which Black woman famously refused to give up her seat on a bus, sparking
the Montgomery Bus Boycott?

Rosa Parks refused to give up her seat in 1955, sparking the Montgomery Bus Boycott.

Who was the first Black woman to win an Academy Award for Best
Actress?

Halle Berry won the Academy Award for Best Actress in 2002 for her role in 'Monster's Ball.'

Which Black woman was a key figure in the Harlem Renaissance and known
for her poetry and activism?

Maya Angelou was a prominent poet, author, and activist during and after the Harlem Renaissance era.
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