BUTTON BUTTON BY RICHARD MATHESON ANSWER KEY

BUTTON BUTTON BY RICHARD MATHESON ANSWER KEY IS A CRUCIAL RESOURCE FOR STUDENTS, EDUCATORS, AND READERS
SEEKING TO UNDERSTAND THE COMPLEX THEMES AND MORAL QUESTIONS POSED IN RICHARD MATHESON'S RENOWNED SHORT
STORY. THIS ARTICLE PROVIDES A COMPREHENSIVE ANALYSIS AND EXPLANATION OF THE STORY’S PLOT, CHARACTERS, AND
UNDERLYING MESSAGES, OFFERING A DETAILED ANSWER KEY TO COMMONLY ASKED QUESTIONS. BY EXPLORING THE ETHICAL
DILEMMAS AND PSYCHOLOGICAL TENSION WITHIN “BUTTON BUTTON/” READERS CAN GAIN DEEPER INSIGHT INTO MATHESON’S
CRITIQUE OF HUMAN NATURE AND THE CONSEQUENCES OF CHOICE. THE ANSWER KEY ALSO ADDRESSES THEMATIC ELEMENTS,
SYMBOLISM, AND THE NARRATIVE’S IMPACT, MAKING IT AN ESSENTIAL GUIDE FOR ACADEMIC DISCUSSIONS AND LITERARY
ANALYSIS. THIS GUIDE WILL COVER THE STORY OVERVIEW , CHARACTER BREAKDOWN, THEMATIC EXPLORATION, AND
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS TO PROVIDE A THOROUGH UNDERSTANDING OF THIS COMPELLING WORK.

STorY OVERVIEW OF "BUTTON BuTTON"

MAIN CHARACTERS AND THEIR RoOLES

THEMES AND SYMBOLISM IN “BUTTON BuTTON”

CoMMoN QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

® ANALYSIS OF THE STORY’S MORAL AND ETHICAL QUESTIONS

STorY OVERVIEW OF “BUTTON BUTTON"

“BuTToNn BUTTON” BY RICHARD MATHESON IS A SUSPENSEFUL SHORT STORY THAT REVOLVES AROUND A MYSTERIOUS BOX
WITH A RED BUTTON. THE PLOT CENTERS ON A COUPLE WHO RECEIVE THIS BOX, WHICH COMES WITH A PROPOSITION: IF THEY
PRESS THE BUTTON, SOMEONE THEY DO NOT KNOW WILL DIE, AND THEY WILL RECEIVE A LARGE SUM OF MONEY. THE STORY
EXPLORES THE COUPLE’S MORAL STRUGGLE AND THE CONSEQUENCES OF THEIR DECISION. MATHESON USES THIS PREMISE TO
DELVE INTO HUMAN NATURE AND THE ETHICAL BOUNDARIES INDIVIDUALS FACE WHEN CONFRONTED WITH TEMPTATION AND
DIFFICULT CHOICES.

PLoT SUMMARY

THE STORY BEGINS WHEN THE COUPLE, NORMA AND ARTHUR LEWIS, RECEIVE A PACKAGE CONTAINING THE BUTTON BOX. A
STRANGER EXPLAINS THE RULES: PRESSING THE BUTTON WILL RESULT IN THE DEATH OF A PERSON UNKNOWN TO THE PRESSERS,
AND IN RETURN, THE PRESSERS WILL RECEIVE $60,000. INITIALLY, NORMA IS INTRIGUED BY THE OFFER, WHILE ARTHUR IS
HESITANT. AFTER MUCH DEBATE, NORMA EVENTUALLY PRESSES THE BUTTON, LEADING TO UNFORESEEN CONSEQUENCES. THE
STORY ENDS ON A CHILLING NOTE, REVEALING THE TRUE COST OF THEIR DECISION.

SETTING AND TONE

THE SETTING IS CONTEMPORARY AND ORDINARY, WHICH CONTRASTS SHARPLY WITH THE EXTRAORDINARY AND MORALLY
COMPLEX SITUATION THE CHARACTERS FACE. THE TONE IS SUSPENSEFUL AND THOUGHT-PROVOKING, MAINTAINING A SENSE OF
TENSION THROUGHOUT THE NARRATIVE. MATHESON’S WRITING STYLE EFFECTIVELY CONVEYS THE PSYCHOLOGICAL DRAMA AND
ETHICAL QUESTIONS EMBEDDED IN THE PLOT.



MAIN CHARACTERS AND THEIR ROLES

THE CHARACTERS IN “BUTTON BUTTON" ARE CAREFULLY CRAFTED TO REPRESENT DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVES ON THE MORAL
DILEMMA PRESENTED BY THE BUTTON BOX. [UNDERSTANDING THEIR MOTIVATIONS AND REACTIONS IS ESSENTIAL FOR A
COMPREHENSIVE ANSWER KEY.

NorMA LEwIS

NORMA IS THE PROTAGONIST WHO IS TEMPTED BY THE POSSIBILITY OF EASY MONEY. SHE REPRESENTS CURIOSITY AND HUMAN
SUSCEPTIBILITY TO GREED. HER DECISION TO PRESS THE BUTTON DRIVES THE STORY FORWARD AND HIGHLIGHTS THE
CONSEQUENCES OF MORAL COMPROMISE. NORMA’S CHARACTER ARC SHOWS THE INTERNAL CONFLICT BETWEEN RIGHT AND
WRONG, AS WELL AS THE EMOTIONAL IMPACT OF HER CHOICE.

ARTHUR LEWIS

ARTHUR SERVES AS THE VOICE OF CAUTION AND MORALITY. HE IS SKEPTICAL AND FEARFUL OF THE CONSEQUENCES OF PRESSING
THE BUTTON. HIS HESITANCE PROVIDES A CRITICAL COUNTERPOINT TO NORMA’S IMPULSIVENESS AND HELPS TO EMPHASIZE THE
ETHICAL DIMENSIONS OF THE STORY. ARTHUR’S ROLE IS CRUCIAL IN SHOWCASING THE TENSION BETWEEN TEMPTATION AND
CONSCIENCE.

THE STRANGER

THE MYSTERIOUS STRANGER WHO DELIVERS THE BUTTON BOX REPRESENTS THE CATALYST FOR THE MORAL TEST. His
AMBIGUOUS NATURE AND LACK OF EXPLANATION REGARDING THE IDENTITY OF THE VICTIM ADD TO THE STORY’S SUSPENSE AND
MORAL UNCERTAINTY. HE EMBODIES THE UNKNOWN CONSEQUENCES AND THE IMPERSONAL NATURE OF THE OFFER.

THEMES AND SYMBOLISM IN “BuTToN BuTTON”

THE STORY’S RICHNESS LIES IN ITS EXPLORATION OF UNIVERSAL THEMES AND USE OF SYMBOLISM, WHICH THE ANSWER KEY
ADDRESSES TO ENHANCE UNDERSTANDING AND INTERPRETATION.

ETHICAL DILEMMA AND MORALITY

THE CENTRAL THEME OF “BUTTON BUTTON" IS THE ETHICAL DILEMMA FACED BY THE CHARACTERS. THE STORY CHALLENGES
READERS TO CONSIDER THE VALUE OF HUMAN LIFE AND THE MORALITY OF BENEFITING AT THE EXPENSE OF OTHERS. |T RAISES
QUESTIONS ABOUT PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY, THE COST OF GREED, AND THE BOUNDARIES OF ETHICAL BEHAVIOR.

GREED AND TEMPTATION

GREED IS A DRIVING FORCE IN THE STORY, SYMBOLIZED BY THE BUTTON ITSELF. THE TEMPTATION TO PRESS THE BUTTON
REFLECTS THE ALLURE OF EASY REWARD WITHOUT APPARENT CONSEQUENCES, HIGHLIGHTING HUMAN VULNERABILITY TO SELFISH
DESIRES. MATHESON USES THIS TO CRITIQUE THE DARKER SIDE OF HUMAN NATURE.

THE UNkNOoWN VICTIM AND CONSEQUENCES

THE FACT THAT THE VICTIM IS UNKNOWN SYMBOLIZES THE DETACHMENT AND DEHUMANIZATION INVOLVED IN MAKING SELFISH
DECISIONS. THE STORY SUGGESTS THAT IGNORING THE IMPACT OF ONE'S ACTIONS ON OTHERS CAN LEAD TO DEVASTATING
CONSEQUENCES. THIS THEME IS ESSENTIAL FOR UNDERSTANDING THE MORAL WEIGHT BEHIND THE CHARACTERS’ CHOICES.



CoMMoN QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

THIS SECTION PROVIDES A DETAILED ANSWER KEY TO FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT “ButToN BuTToN” BY RICHARD
MATHESON, AIDING IN ACADEMIC STUDY AND COMPREHENSION.

WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE BUTTON?

THE BUTTON SYMBOLIZES TEMPTATION AND THE MORAL TEST PRESENTED TO THE CHARACTERS. |T REPRESENTS THE CHOICE
BETWEEN EASY GAIN AND ETHICAL INTEGRITY, FORCING THE CHARACTERS (AND READEES) TO CONFRONT DIFFICULT QUESTIONS
ABOUT HUMAN VALUES.

\WHY DOES NORMA DECIDE TO PRESS THE BUTTON?

NORMA’S DECISION IS DRIVEN BY CURIOSITY, GREED, AND A DESIRE FOR FINANCIAL SECURITY. |NITIALLY, SHE IS SKEPTICAL BUT
GROWS INCREASINGLY TEMPTED BY THE PROSPECT OF $50,000 HER CHOICE REFLECTS HUMAN SUSCEPTIBILITY TO TEMPTATION
DESPITE MORAL RESERVATIONS.

\WHO DIES WHEN THE BUTTON IS PRESSED?

THE IDENTITY OF THE VICTIM IS INTENTIONALLY LEFT VAGUE TO EMPHASIZE THE MORAL IMPLICATIONS RATHER THAN THE
SPECIFICS OF THE DEATH. THE STORY REVEALS THAT THE VICTIM IS SOMEONE CLOSE TO THE COUPLE, ADDING A TRAGIC TWIST
AND UNDERSCORING THE UNFORESEEN CONSEQUENCES OF THEIR ACTIONS.

\W/HAT IS THE MAIN MESSAGE OF THE STORY?

THE MAIN MESSAGE IS A CAUTIONARY TALE ABOUT THE DANGERS OF GREED AND THE IMPORTANCE OF ETHICAL DECISION-MAKING.
[T WARNS THAT CHOICES MOTIVATED BY SELFISH DESIRES CAN LEAD TO IRREVERSIBLE HARM AND PERSONAL TRAGEDY.

How DOES THE STORY END?

THE STORY ENDS WITH A SHOCKING REVELATION THAT THE PERSON WHO DIES IS SOMEONE THE COUPLE KNOWS INTIMATELY,
HIGHLIGHTING THE CRUEL IRONY AND REINFORCING THE STORY’S MORAL LESSON ABOUT THE COST OF SELFISHNESS.

ANALYSIS OF THE STORY’S MORAL AND ETHICAL QUESTIONS

“ButToN BUTTON" BY RICHARD MATHESON INVITES READERS TO ENGAGE DEEPLY WITH ITS MORAL AND ETHICAL QUESTIONS.
THE ANSWER KEY EMPHASIZES THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THESE ISSUES FOR UNDERSTANDING THE STORY’S IMPACT AND RELEV ANCE.

PersONAL ResPONSIBILITY AND CONSEQUENCES

THE STORY STRESSES THAT INDIVIDUALS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE OUTCOMES OF THEIR DECISIONS, EVEN WHEN THE
CONSEQUENCES ARE HIDDEN OR INDIRECT. |T CHALLENGES READERS TO CONSIDER HOW PERSONAL CHOICES AFFECT OTHERS AND
THE ETHICAL RESPONSIBILITY THAT ACCOMPANIES POWER AND TEMPTATION.



THe RoLe ofF CHolce IN HUMAN NATURE

MATHESON’S NARRATIVE EXPLORES THE COMPLEXITY OF HUMAN CHOICE, ILLUSTRATING THAT DECISIONS ARE RARELY SIMPLE AND
OFTEN INVOLVE CONFLICTING DESIRES AND VALUES. THE BUTTON SERVES AS A METAPHOR FOR THE DIFFICULT DECISIONS PEOPLE
FACE IN LIFE AND THE MORAL COURAGE REQUIRED TO RESIST UNETHICAL TEMPTATIONS.

THe IMPACT oF GREED ON RELATIONSHIPS

THE STORY ALSO EXAMINES HOW GREED AND SELFISHNESS CAN ERODE TRUST AND DAMAGE RELATIONSHIPS. THE TRAGIC
OUTCOME REVEALS THE DESTRUCTIVE POTENTIAL OF PRIORITIZING MATERIAL GAIN OVER HUMAN CONNECTIONS, MAKING THE
STORY A POWERFUL ETHICAL W ARNING.

LEsSSoONS FOR READERS AND SOCIETY

“BUTTON BUTTON" ENCOURAGES REFLECTION ON SOCIETAL VALUES AND PERSONAL ETHICS, REMINDING READERS THAT THE
PURSUIT OF WEALTH OR GAIN SHOULD NOT COME AT THE EXPENSE OF HUMAN DIGNITY AND LIFE. IT SERVES AS A TIMELESS
REMINDER OF THE IMPORTANCE OF COMPASSION AND INTEGRITY.

® RECEIVED MYSTERIOUS BOX WITH A BUTTON

e TempTED WITH $50,000 IN EXCHANGE FOR PRESSING IT

® PRESSING THE BUTTON CAUSES THE DEATH OF AN UNKNOWN PERSON

® THE ETHICAL DILEMMA CENTERS ON PERSONAL GAIN VERSUS MORAL RESPONSIBILITY

® THE STORY ENDS WITH A TRAGIC AND IRONIC TWIST

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT IS THE MAIN PREMISE OF ‘BUTTON, BUTTON' BY RICHARD MATHESON?

/BUTTON, BUTTON' REVOLVES AROUND A MYSTERIOUS BOX WITH A BUTTON THAT, WHEN PRESSED, WILL GRANT THE PRESSER
A LARGE SUM OF MONEY BUT CAUSE THE DEATH OF SOMEONE THEY DO NOT KNOW.

\WHO ARE THE MAIN CHARACTERS IN ‘BUTTON, BUTTON'?

THE MAIN CHARACTERS ARE ARTHUR AND NORMA LE\X/IS, A MARRIED COUPLE WHO RECEIVE THE BOX WITH THE BUTTON FROM A
STRANGER.

\WHAT MORAL DILEMMA DO THE CHARACTERS FACE IN ‘BUTTON, BUTTON'?

ARTHUR AND NORMA MUST DECIDE WHETHER TO PRESS THE BUTTON TO RECEIVE MONEY AT THE COST OF AN UNKNOWN
PERSON'S LIFE, RAISING QUESTIONS ABOUT GREED AND ETHICS.

\WHAT IS THE TWIST ENDING OF ‘BUTTON, BUTTON'?

THE TWIST REVEALS THAT PRESSING THE BUTTON RESULTS IN THE DEATH OF SOMEONE CLOSE TO THE PRESSER, NOT A
STRANGER, MAKING THE DECISION EVEN MORE TRAGIC.



WHAT THEMES ARE EXPLORED IN ‘BUTTON, BUTTON'?

/BUTTON, BUTTON' EXPLORES THEMES OF MORALITY, TEMPTATION, THE CONSEQUENCES OF CHOICES, AND HUMAN NATURE.

How DOES RICHARD MATHESON CREATE SUSPENSE IN ‘BUTTON, BUTTON'?

MATHESON USES THE MYSTERIOUS BOX, THE ETHICAL DILEMMA, AND THE CHARACTERS' INTERNAL CONFLICT TO BUILD SUSPENSE
THROUGHOUT THE STORY.

\WHAT LESSON CAN READERS LEARN FROM ‘BUTTON, BUTTON'?

READERS LEARN ABOUT THE DANGERS OF SELFISHNESS AND GREED, AND HOW CHOICES DRIVEN BY THESE IMPULSES CAN HAVE
UNFORESEEN AND TRAGIC CONSEQUENCES.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. ButTon ButTon: THE ORIGINAL SHORT STORY BY RICHARD MATHESON

THIS IS THE ORIGINAL SHORT STORY THAT INSPIRED VARIOUS ADAPTATIONS, INCLUDING THE FAMOUS T WILIGHT ZONE EPISODE.
THE NARRATIVE REVOLVES AROUND A MYSTERIOUS BOX WITH A BUTTON THAT, WHEN PRESSED, GRANTS A MONETARY REW ARD
AT A SIGNIFICANT MORAL COST. |T EXPLORES THEMES OF HUMAN NATURE, TEMPTATION, AND ETHICAL DILEMMAS.

2. THe TwiLIGHT ZoNeE COMPANION BY MARC SCOTT ZICREE

THIS COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE DELVES INTO THE EPISODES OF THE CLASSIC TV SERIES, INCLUDING THE ADAPTATION OF “BUTTON
BUTTON.” IT OFFERS BEHIND-THE-SCENES INSIGHTS, PRODUCTION DETAILS, AND ANALYSES OF THE STORY’S THEMES AND IMPACT
ON POPULAR CULTURE. FANS OF MATHESON’S WORK WILL APPRECIATE ITS DETAILED EXPLORATION.

3. RicHARD MATHESON: COLLECTED STORIES

A COMPILATION OF RICHARD MATHESON’S MOST COMPELLING SHORT STORIES, SHOWCASING HIS MASTERY OF SUSPENSE,
HORROR, AND SPECULATIVE FICTION. “BUTTON BUTTON" IS FEATURED AMONG OTHER TALES THAT CHALLENGE MORAL
BOUNDARIES AND HUMAN PSYCHOLOGY. THIS COLLECTION IS ESSENTIAL FOR READERS INTERESTED IN MATHESON’S NARRATIVE
STYLE AND THEMATIC CONCERNS.

4. ETHICS IN LITERATURE: MORAL DiLeEMMAS AND HUMAN CHOICES

THIS BOOK EXAMINES VARIOUS LITERARY WORKS THAT PRESENT ETHICAL CONFLICTS, INCLUDING “BUTTON BUTTON.” IT
DISCUSSES HOW AUTHORS USE STORYTELLING TO PROBE THE COMPLEXITY OF HUMAN DECISIONS AND CONSEQUENCES. READERS
GAIN INSIGHT INTO THE PHILOSOPHICAL QUESTIONS RAISED BY SUCH NARRATIVES.

5. THe PsycHoLoGY oF TEMPTATION: UNDERS TANDING HUMAN DECISION-MAKING

EXPLORING THE PSYCHOLOGICAL UNDERPINNINGS OF TEMPTATION AND CHOICE, THIS BOOK RELATES TO THE CENTRAL THEME IN
“BUTTON BUTTON.” |T EXPLAINS WHY PEOPLE MIGHT MAKE MORALLY QUESTIONABLE DECISIONS WHEN FACED WITH IMMEDIATE
REWARDS. THE TEXT CONNECTS PSYCHOLOGICAL THEORY WITH LITERARY EXAMPLES.

6. Mopern HorrROR AND SUSPENSE: THE WORKS OF RICHARD MA THESON

AN ANALYTIC STUDY OF MATHESON’S CONTRIBUTIONS TO HORROR AND SUSPENSE GENRES, FOCUSING ON HIS UNIQUE ABILITY
TO BLEND ORDINARY SETTINGS WITH EXTRAORDINARY CIRCUMSTANCES. “BUTTON BUTTON" IS HIGHLIGHTED AS A PRIME
EXAMPLE OF HIS STORYTELLING PROWESS. THE BOOK ALSO DISCUSSES HIS INFLUENCE ON LATER WRITERS AND FILMMAKERS.

7. SHORT STORIES THAT CHANGED TELEVISION

THIS VOLUME REVIEWS SHORT STORIES THAT HAVE BEEN ADAPTED INTO ICONIC TV EPISODES, INCLUDING “BUTTON BUTTON.”
[T EXPLORES THE TRANSITION FROM PAGE TO SCREEN AND THE NARRATIVE ADJUSTMENTS MADE FOR VISUAL STORYTELLING. THE
BOOK IS VALUABLE FOR UNDERSTANDING ADAPTATION PROCESSES AND MEDIA INFLUENCE.

8. THE MorALITY PLAYBOOK: FICTIONAL CASES IN ETHICS

FEATURING A VARIETY OF FICTIONAL SCENARIOS THAT CHALLENGE ETHICAL REASONING, THIS BOOK USES STORIES LIKE “BUTTON
BUTTON” TO PROMPT DISCUSSION AND REFLECTION. |T IS OFTEN USED IN EDUCATIONAL SETTINGS TO TEACH CRITICAL THINKING
ABOUT RIGHT AND WRONG. THE ENGAGING FORMAT MAKES COMPLEX ETHICS ACCESSIBLE.



Q. SPECULATIVE FIcTION AND SociAL COMMENTARY

THIS WORK EXPLORES HOW SPECULATIVE FICTION, INCLUDING MATHESON’S “BUTTON BUTTON,” SERVES AS A MIRROR TO
SOCIETAL ISSUES AND HUMAN BEHAVIOR. |T ANALYZES HOW SPECULATIVE ELEMENTS HIGHLIGHT REAL-\WORLD CONCERNS AND
PROVOKE THOUGHT. READERS INTERESTED IN THE INTERSECTION OF FICTION AND SOCIAL CRITIQUE WILL FIND IT INSIGHTFUL.
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