
cecil rhodes ap world history
cecil rhodes ap world history is a significant topic that provides insight
into the era of imperialism, colonialism, and economic expansion during the
late 19th and early 20th centuries. Cecil Rhodes was a British imperialist,
businessman, and politician whose actions and policies deeply influenced
southern Africa’s political and economic landscape. Understanding his role is
crucial for students studying AP World History as it highlights themes such
as European imperialism, resource exploitation, and the ideological
justifications for colonization. This article will explore Cecil Rhodes’
background, his impact on African colonization, his business ventures, and
his legacy within the context of global history. It also examines how his
life and actions fit into broader AP World History topics like the Scramble
for Africa and the consequences of imperialism.
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Background and Early Life of Cecil Rhodes
Cecil Rhodes was born in 1853 in England and grew up during a time of
expanding British influence across the globe. His early life was marked by a
privileged education, but he suffered from poor health, which led him to seek
a better climate. This quest brought him to southern Africa, where he would
eventually build his fortune and political power. Rhodes’ upbringing and
education instilled in him a belief in British superiority and the civilizing
mission, ideas that were common in Victorian England. These beliefs shaped
his actions and ambitions as he sought to expand British control over African
territories.

Family and Education
Rhodes came from a middle-class family and attended prestigious schools,
including Oriel College, Oxford. Although he did not complete his degree due
to tuberculosis, his time at Oxford exposed him to imperialist ideas and
networks that would assist him in his later endeavors. His family background
and education laid the foundation for his imperialist ideology and business



acumen.

Health and Move to Africa
Rhodes' chronic health issues, primarily tuberculosis, motivated his move to
the Cape Colony in southern Africa in the early 1870s. The warmer climate was
believed to be beneficial for his condition. This relocation was pivotal, as
it introduced him to the opportunities in mining and colonization that would
define his career.

Rhodes’ Role in British Imperialism and the
Scramble for Africa
Cecil Rhodes was a central figure in the British imperialist expansion known
as the Scramble for Africa, a period marked by European powers aggressively
claiming African territories. His vision was to extend British control from
the Cape to Cairo, linking British colonies across the continent. Rhodes
viewed the acquisition of African land as essential for British economic and
political dominance. His actions contributed to the establishment of British
colonies in southern Africa and intensified competition among European
powers.

The Cape to Cairo Dream
Rhodes’ ambition was famously summarized in his "Cape to Cairo" vision, which
aimed to create a continuous British-controlled corridor through Africa. This
idea was not only a statement of British imperial power but also a strategic
plan to control key trade routes and resources across the continent. The
realization of this plan involved military, political, and economic maneuvers
that shaped the map of Africa.

Involvement in the Scramble for Africa
Rhodes actively participated in the division of African territories by
negotiating, influencing, and sometimes orchestrating conflicts to benefit
British interests. His involvement in the colonization of territories such as
modern-day Zimbabwe (then Rhodesia, named after him) exemplifies his role in
imperial expansion.

Economic Influence: Mining and Business



Ventures
One of Cecil Rhodes’ most enduring impacts was his role in the mining
industry, particularly diamond mining. He founded the De Beers Mining
Company, which came to dominate the global diamond market. Rhodes’ business
ventures not only enriched him personally but also fueled British imperial
ambitions by generating vast wealth and economic control in southern Africa.

De Beers Consolidation
Rhodes consolidated numerous diamond mines under the De Beers company,
effectively creating a monopoly over the diamond trade. This control allowed
him to manipulate diamond prices and supply, securing enormous profits and
economic leverage. The success of De Beers became a cornerstone of British
economic power in the region.

Impact on Local Economies and Societies
The mining industry under Rhodes had profound effects on local African
communities. While it created economic opportunities, it also led to
exploitation, displacement, and harsh labor conditions for African workers.
The economic model imposed by Rhodes prioritized resource extraction and
profit over indigenous welfare.

Political Career and Policies
Beyond his business pursuits, Cecil Rhodes was also a significant political
figure. He served as the Prime Minister of the Cape Colony from 1890 to 1896
and used his position to advance policies that favored British colonial
interests and racial segregation. His political strategies often involved
manipulating local and colonial governance systems to consolidate power.

Prime Minister of the Cape Colony
During his tenure as Prime Minister, Rhodes implemented policies that
expanded British control and limited the political rights of indigenous
African populations. His administration supported segregationist laws that
laid groundwork for later institutionalized apartheid. These policies
reflected his belief in British racial superiority and the need to dominate
African peoples politically and economically.

Foundation of the Rhodes Scholarship
One of Rhodes’ lasting political and educational legacies is the



establishment of the Rhodes Scholarship, which funds international students
to study at Oxford University. While this scholarship promotes global
education, it also reflects Rhodes’ vision of spreading British influence and
values worldwide.

Legacy and Controversy in AP World History
Cecil Rhodes remains a controversial figure in global history and AP World
History curricula due to his imperialist actions and racial ideologies. His
legacy is debated in academic and public spheres, with some viewing him as a
visionary imperialist and others condemning his role in colonial oppression
and exploitation. Understanding these dual perspectives is essential for a
nuanced study of world history.

Historical Impact and Criticism
Rhodes’ impact on southern Africa’s political boundaries, economy, and social
structures is undeniable. However, his legacy is marred by his promotion of
racial segregation and policies that marginalized African populations.
Historians often critique him for perpetuating systems of inequality and
colonial violence.

Relevance to AP World History Themes
In AP World History, Cecil Rhodes is studied within themes of imperialism,
economic globalization, and cultural encounters. His life exemplifies the
complexities of colonial expansion and the lasting effects of European
dominance on global history. Students analyze Rhodes’ role to understand
broader patterns of power, resistance, and change during the modern era.

Key Points to Remember

Cecil Rhodes was a British imperialist and businessman influential in
southern Africa.

He played a major role in the Scramble for Africa and British colonial
expansion.

Rhodes founded De Beers, creating a diamond mining monopoly.

His political career included serving as Prime Minister of the Cape
Colony with segregationist policies.

His legacy is controversial due to his imperialist ideology and impact
on indigenous populations.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Cecil Rhodes in the context of AP World
History?
Cecil Rhodes was a British imperialist, businessman, and politician in
southern Africa during the late 19th century, known for his role in expanding
British colonial territory and his influence on British imperialism.

What was Cecil Rhodes' role in British imperialism?
Cecil Rhodes played a significant role in British imperialism by promoting
British expansion in Africa, particularly through his involvement in the
colonization of territories that became Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe and Zambia)
and his advocacy for British dominance in southern Africa.

How did Cecil Rhodes' actions impact Africa during
the Scramble for Africa?
Cecil Rhodes' actions contributed to the exploitation and colonization of
African territories, leading to economic and political control by the
British, disruption of indigenous societies, and the establishment of settler
colonies under British rule during the Scramble for Africa.

What was the significance of the British South
Africa Company in relation to Cecil Rhodes?
The British South Africa Company was founded by Cecil Rhodes and was
instrumental in securing British control over large parts of southern Africa,
facilitating resource extraction and the establishment of colonial
governance.

How does Cecil Rhodes relate to the concept of
imperialism studied in AP World History?
Cecil Rhodes exemplifies the imperialist ideology of the late 19th century,
demonstrating how economic interests, nationalism, and racial beliefs
motivated European powers to expand their empires and dominate other regions
and peoples.

What controversies surround Cecil Rhodes' legacy in
history?
Cecil Rhodes' legacy is controversial due to his imperialist policies,



promotion of white supremacy, exploitation of African resources and peoples,
and the long-term impacts of colonialism that include social and economic
inequalities.

How is Cecil Rhodes discussed in the AP World
History curriculum?
In AP World History, Cecil Rhodes is discussed as a key figure in the era of
New Imperialism, illustrating the dynamics of European expansion, the
economic motivations behind colonialism, and the consequences of imperialist
policies for colonized regions.

Additional Resources
1. Rhodes: The Race for Africa
This book explores the life and legacy of Cecil Rhodes, focusing on his role
in the colonization of Southern Africa. It examines his ambitions for British
imperial expansion and how his policies shaped the geopolitical landscape of
the continent. The narrative also delves into the economic and social impacts
of his ventures on indigenous populations.

2. Empire Builders: Cecil Rhodes and British Imperialism
A detailed study of Cecil Rhodes as a key figure in British imperial history,
this book highlights his influence on the Scramble for Africa. It provides
context on the broader imperialistic motives of the era and analyzes Rhodes’
vision for a British-controlled Africa. The book also considers the ethical
implications of his actions and their lasting effects.

3. The Rhodes Colossus: Cecil Rhodes and the Southern African Empire
Focusing on Rhodes’ imperial ambitions, this book portrays him as a towering
figure in the expansion of British influence in Southern Africa. It recounts
his strategies for acquiring land and resources, and his efforts to build a
railway from Cape to Cairo. The book also discusses the resistance he faced
from local communities and rival colonial powers.

4. Colonial Legacies: Cecil Rhodes and the Making of Modern Africa
This book examines how Cecil Rhodes’ policies and enterprises contributed to
the formation of modern African states. It explores the long-term
consequences of colonial rule, including economic exploitation and social
divisions. The analysis includes perspectives on post-colonial challenges
linked to Rhodes’ legacy.

5. The Diamond King: Cecil Rhodes and the De Beers Empire
A biography centered on Rhodes’ role in the diamond industry, this book
traces his rise as a powerful businessman through the De Beers mining
company. It highlights how his control over diamond production bolstered
British economic dominance in Africa. The book also discusses the
intersection of commerce and imperialism in Rhodes’ career.



6. Scramble for Africa: Cecil Rhodes and the Partition of a Continent
This volume places Cecil Rhodes within the larger context of the late 19th-
century competition among European powers for African territories. It details
the political maneuvers and conflicts that led to the partition of Africa,
with Rhodes as a prominent actor. The book also addresses the international
diplomacy and local impacts of this colonial race.

7. The Dark Side of Empire: Cecil Rhodes and Colonial Exploitation
A critical examination of the exploitative aspects of Rhodes’ empire-
building, this book investigates the human cost of colonial expansion under
his leadership. It discusses forced labor, land dispossession, and racial
policies that marginalized African communities. The book aims to provide a
balanced view by acknowledging both achievements and atrocities.

8. Rhodes and the British South Africa Company: Governance and Imperialism
This book focuses on the British South Africa Company, founded by Cecil
Rhodes, and its role in administering colonial territories. It explores the
company’s governance model, economic objectives, and interactions with
indigenous peoples. The study sheds light on how private enterprises
facilitated imperial control.

9. Legacy of Cecil Rhodes: Controversy and Commemoration
Addressing the ongoing debates surrounding Cecil Rhodes’ memory, this book
discusses the controversies over statues, scholarships, and public
recognition. It presents differing viewpoints on Rhodes’ contributions and
the problematic aspects of his legacy. The book encourages reflection on how
historical figures are remembered in contemporary society.
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