CHILDHOOD AS A SOCIAL CONSTRUCTION

CHILDHOOD AS A SOCIAL CONSTRUCTION IS A CONCEPT THAT EXPLORES HOW SOCIETIES DEFINE AND UNDERSTAND THE
EXPERIENCE AND STATUS OF CHILDHOOD BEYOND BIOLOGICAL AND DEVELOPMENTAL FACTORS. THIS PERSPECTIVE EMPHASIZES
THAT CHILDHOOD IS NOT A FIXED OR UNIVERSAL STAGE BUT RATHER VARIES SIGNIFICANTLY ACROSS DIFFERENT CULTURES,
HISTORICAL PERIODS, AND SOCIAL CONTEXTS. BY EXAMINING CHILDHOOD THROUGH THE LENS OF SOCIAL CONSTRUCTIONISM, IT
BECOMES CLEAR THAT IDEAS ABOUT WHAT IT MEANS TO BE A CHILD, THE ROLES CHILDREN PLAY, AND HOW THEY SHOULD BE
TREATED ARE SHAPED BY CULTURAL NORMS, ECONOMIC STRUCTURES, AND POLITICAL IDEOLOGIES. THIS ARTICLE DELVES INTO
THE THEORETICAL FOUNDATIONS OF CHILDHOOD AS A SOCIAL CONSTRUCTION, ITS HISTORICAL EVOLUTION, CULTURAL
VARIATIONS, AND IMPLICATIONS FOR EDUCATION AND POLICY. THE DISCUSSION ALSO HIGHLIGHTS KEY SOCIOLOGICAL THEORIES
AND THE IMPACT OF GLOBALIZATION ON CONTEMPORARY CHILDHOOD EXPERIENCES. THE FOLLOWING SECTIONS PROVIDE A
COMPREHENSIVE ANALYSIS OF THESE THEMES AND THEIR RELEVANCE TO UNDERSTANDING CHILDHOOD TODAY.

® THEORETICAL FOUNDATIONS oF CHILDHOOD AS A SociAL CONSTRUCTION

HisToricAL EvoLuTioN ofF CHILDHOOD

CULTURAL VARIATIONS IN CHILDHOOD
® [MPLICATIONS FOR EDUCATION AND SociaL PoLicy

o GLOBALIZATION AND CONTEMPORARY CHILDHOOD

THEORETICAL FOUNDATIONS OF CHILDHOOD AS A SOCIAL CONSTRUCTION

THE CONCEPT OF CHILDHOOD AS A SOCIAL CONSTRUCTION IS ROOTED IN SOCIOLOGICAL AND ANTHROPOLOGICAL THEORIES
THAT CHALLENGE THE NOTION OF CHILDHOOD AS A NATURAL, BIOLOGICALLY DETERMINED PHASE. |NSTEAD, CHILDHOOD IS
VIEWED AS A PRODUCT OF SOCIAL PROCESSES AND CULTURAL MEANINGS. THIS APPROACH DRAWS ON THE WORK OF THEORISTS
SUCH AS PETER BERGER AND THOMAS LUCKMANN, WHO INTRODUCED THE IDEA THAT REALITY, INCLUDING SOCIAL ROLES AND
IDENTITIES, IS CONSTRUCTED THROUGH SOCIAL INTERACTION AND SHARED UNDERSTANDING.

SocliAL CONSTRUCTIONISM AND CHILDHOOD

SOCIAL CONSTRUCTIONISM POSITS THAT KNOWLEDGE AND MEANING ARE CREATED COLLABORATIVELY WITHIN SOCIETIES. W/HEN
APPLIED TO CHILDHOOD, IT SUGGESTS THAT WHAT A SOCIETY DEFINES AS “CHILDHOOD” DEPENDS ON COLLECTIVE AGREEMENTS
ABOUT BEHAVIOR, EXPECTATIONS, AND RIGHTS. THESE DEFINITIONS CAN VARY WIDELY, INDICATING THAT CHILDHOOD IS
CONTINGENT UPON SOCIAL CONTEXT RATHER THAN FIXED BIOLOGICAL STAGES.

SocioLoGICAL PersPECTIVES ON CHILDHOOD

SOCIOLOGISTS EXAMINE HOW INSTITUTIONS SUCH AS THE FAMILY, EDUCATION SYSTEM, MEDIA, AND LEGAL FRAMEW ORKS
CONTRIBUTE TO SHAPING CHILDHOOD. THEY EXPLORE HOW THESE INSTITUTIONS IMPOSE NORMS THAT DEFINE CHILDREN’S ROLES,
CAPABILITIES, AND RESPONSIBILITIES. For EXAMPLE, THE DELINEATION BET\WEEN CHILDHOOD AND ADULTHOOD IS OFTEN MARKED
BY LEGAL AGE LIMITS, WHICH DIFFER ACROSS COUNTRIES AND CULTURES, REFLECTING SOCIALLY CONSTRUCTED BOUNDARIES.

Key CHARACTERISTICS OF CHILDHOOD AS A SociaL CONSTRUCT

® NON-UNIVERSALITY: CHILDHOOD VARIES ACROSS CULTURES AND HISTORICAL PERIODS.



e FLUDITY: DEFINITIONS OF CHILDHOOD CHANGE OVER TIME WITHIN THE SAME SOCIETY.

e CONTEXTUAL DEPENDENCY: SOCIAL, ECONOMIC, AND POLITICAL FACTORS INFLUENCE THE MEANING OF CHILDHOOD.

HisToricAL EvoLuTIioN oF CHILDHOOD

THE UNDERSTANDING OF CHILDHOOD HAS UNDERGONE SIGNIFICANT TRANSFORMATIONS THROUGHOUT HISTORY, DEMONSTRATING
ITS NATURE AS A SOCIAL CONSTRUCTION. IN MEDIEVAL EUROPE, FOR EXAMPLE, CHILDREN WERE OFTEN SEEN AS MINIATURE
ADULTS WITH SIMILAR SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITIES. THE MODERN CONCEPT OF A PROTECTED AND DISTINCT PHASE OF LIFE EMERGED
PRIMARILY IN THE 17TH AND 18TH CENTURIES, INFLUENCED BY CHANGING ECONOMIC CONDITIONS AND PHILOSOPHICAL IDEAS
ABOUT HUMAN DEVELOPMENT.

CHILDHOOD IN PRE-MODERN SOCIETIES

IN MANY PRE-MODERN SOCIETIES, CHILDREN WERE INTEGRATED INTO ADULT SOCIETY AT AN EARLY AGE. CHILDHOOD WAS NOT
REGARDED AS A SEPARATE STAGE REQUIRING SPECIAL PROTECTION OR EDUCATION. |NSTEAD/ CHILDREN \WERE EXPECTED TO
CONTRIBUTE TO HOUSEHOLD OR ECONOMIC WORK FROM A YOUNG AGE, REFLECTING THE SOCIAL NEEDS AND ECONOMIC REALITIES
OF THE TIME.

THe EMERGENCE OF MoDERN CHILDHOOD

THE INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION AND ENLIGHTENMENT IDEALS PLAYED CRUCIAL ROLES IN REDEFINING CHILDHOOD. INCREASED
EMPHASIS ON EDUCATION, CHILD WELFARE, AND PSYCHOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENT CONTRIBUTED TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF
CHILDHOOD AS A PROTECTED, DEPENDENT PHASE. LAWS RESTRICTING CHILD LABOR AND THE RISE OF COMPULSORY SCHOOLING
INSTITUTIONALIZED NEW SOCIAL NORMS AROUND CHILDHOOD.

CHANGES IN CHILDHOOD THROUGH THE 20TH CENTURY

THE 20TH CENTURY WITNESSED FURTHER SHIFTS, INCLUDING THE RECOGNITION OF CHILDREN’S RIGHTS AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF
CHILD PSYCHOLOGY. SOCIAL POLICIES INCREASINGLY FOCUSED ON NURTURING AND SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN, REINFORCING THE
VIEW OF CHILDHOOD AS A DISTINCT AND VULNERABLE STAGE THAT REQUIRES SOCIETAL SUPPORT.

CuLTURAL VARIATIONS IN CHILDHOOD

CHILDHOOD AS A SOCIAL CONSTRUCTION IS EVIDENT IN THE DIVERSE WAYS DIFFERENT CULTURES UNDERSTAND AND ORGANIZE
THE LIVES OF CHILDREN. CULTURAL PRACTICES, BELIEFS, AND VALUES SHAPE HOW CHILDHOOD IS EXPERIENCED, INFLUENCING
EVERYTHING FROM PARENTING STYLES TO EDUCATIONAL EXPECTATIONS AND SOCIAL ROLES.

RiTES oF PASSAGE AND CHILDHOOD TRANSITIONS

MANY CULTURES MARK THE TRANSITION FROM CHILDHOOD TO ADULTHOOD THROUGH SPECIFIC RITES OF PASSAGE. | HESE
CEREMONIES HIGHLIGHT THE SOCIAL CONSTRUCTION OF CHILDHOOD BOUNDARIES AND THE SYMBOLIC MEANING ATTACHED TO
GROWING UP. THE AGE AND NATURE OF THESE TRANSITIONS VARY WIDELY, REFLECTING CULTURAL PRIORITIES AND SOCIAL
STRUCTURES.



V ARIATIONS IN CHILD-REARING PRACTICES

PARENTING APPROACHES DIFFER SIGNIFICANTLY ACROSS CULTURES, SHAPING CHILDREN’S EXPERIENCES AND SOCIALIZATION. SOME
SOCIETIES EMPHASIZE COMMUNAL CHILD-REARING AND EARLY INDEPENDENCE, WHILE OTHERS PRIORITIZE PROTECTION AND EXTENDED
DEPENDENCY. THESE DIFFERENCES FURTHER ILLUSTRATE HOW CHILDHOOD IS SHAPED BY CULTURAL NORMS.

IMPACT oF SocioecoNoMIC CONTEXTS

SOCIOECONOMIC FACTORS INFLUENCE THE CONSTRUCTION OF CHILDHOOD BY AFFECTING ACCESS TO EDUCATION, HEALTHCARE,
AND LEISURE. CHILDREN IN AFFLUENT SOCIETIES OFTEN EXPERIENCE CHILDHOOD AS A TIME OF SCHOOLING AND PLAY, WHEREAS IN
LESS AFFLUENT CONTEXTS, CHILDREN MAY ASSUME WORK RESPONSIBILITIES EARLY, REFLECTING ECONOMIC NECESSITY.

IMPLICATIONS FOR EDUCATION AND SocliAL PoLicy

UNDERSTANDING CHILDHOOD AS A SOCIAL CONSTRUCTION HAS PROFOUND IMPLICATIONS FOR EDUCATION SYSTEMS AND SOCIAL
POLICIES. RECOGNIZING THAT CHILDHOOD EXPERIENCES AND NEEDS VARY SOCIALLY AND CULTURALLY CAN INFORM MORE
INCLUSIVE AND EFFECTIVE APPROACHES TO CHILD WELFARE AND DEVELOPMENT.

EpucATION SYsTeEMS AND CHILDHOOD

EDUCATION POLICIES OFTEN REFLECT DOMINANT SOCIETAL VIEWS OF CHILDHOOD, SHAPING CURRICULA, PEDAGOGY, AND AGE
EXPECTATIONS. A SOCIAL CONSTRUCTIONIST PERSPECTIVE ENCOURAGES FLEXIBILITY AND CULTURAL SENSITIVITY IN
EDUCATIONAL PRACTICES, ACKNOWLEDGING DIVERSE CHILDHOOD EXPERIENCES AND LEARNING NEEDS.

CHILD WELFARE AND PROTECTION POLICIES

POLICIES AIMED AT PROTECTING CHILDREN MUST CONSIDER THE SOCIAL CONTEXTS THAT DEFINE CHILDHOOD. THIS INCLUDES
ADDRESSING INEQUALITIES, CULTURAL DIFFERENCES, AND THE VARYING ROLES CHILDREN PLAY IN FAMILIES AND COMMUNITIES.
SOCIAL CONSTRUCTIONISM HIGHLIGHTS THE NEED FOR POLICIES THAT ARE ADAPTABLE AND CULTURALLY INFORMED.

CHALLENGES IN PoLICY IMPLEMENTATION

e BALANCING UNIVERSAL RIGHTS WITH CULTURAL SPECIFICITY.
® ADDRESSING SOCIOECONOMIC DISPARITIES AFFECTING CHILDHOOD EXPERIENCES.

® |NCORPORATING CHILDREN’S VOICES AND PERSPECTIVES IN POLICY DECISIONS.

GLoBALIZATION AND CONTEMPORARY CHILDHOOD

GLOBALIZATION HAS INTRODUCED NEW DYNAMICS TO THE SOCIAL CONSTRUCTION OF CHILDHOOD BY FACILITATING CROSS-
CULTURAL EXCHANGE AND INFLUENCING ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL STRUCTURES WORLDWIDE. THIS PROCESS AFFECTS HOW
CHILDHOOD IS EXPERIENCED AND UNDERSTOOD IN DIFFERENT PARTS OF THE WORLD.



GLoBAL MepiA AND CHILDHOOD NorMS

INTERNATIONAL MEDIA AND DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES DISSEMINATE DOMINANT IMAGES AND IDEALS OF CHILDHOOD, OFTEN
PROMOTING W/ESTERN NOTIONS OF CHILDHOOD AS A TIME OF INNOCENCE AND EDUCATION. THESE GLOBAL INFLUENCES CAN LEAD
TO THE HOMOGENIZATION OF CHILDHOOD EXPERIENCES BUT ALSO PROVOKE RESISTANCE AND ADAPTATION IN LOCAL CONTEXTS.

EconoMic GLoBALIZATION AND CHILD LABOR

\W/HILE ECONOMIC GLOBALIZATION HAS CREATED NEW OPPORTUNITIES, IT HAS ALSO PERPETUATED CHILD LABOR IN SOME
REGIONS, CHALLENGING THE IDEAL OF CHILDHOOD AS A PROTECTED STAGE. THE TENSION BETWEEN ECONOMIC NECESSITY AND
CHILD PROTECTION REFLECTS THE COMPLEX REALITIES OF CHILDHOOD AS A SOCIAL CONSTRUCT IN A GLOBALIZED WORLD.

EMERGING TRENDS IN CHILDHOOD

CONTEMPORARY CHILDHOOD IS MARKED BY INCREASED AW ARENESS OF CHILDREN’S RIGHTS, TECHNOLOGICAL ENGAGEMENT, AND
SHIFTING FAMILY STRUCTURES. THESE TRENDS ILLUSTRATE THE ONGOING EVOLUTION OF CHILDHOOD AS SOCIETIES RESPOND TO
CHANGING CULTURAL, ECONOMIC, AND POLITICAL CONDITIONS.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO SAY CHILDHOOD IS A SOCIAL CONSTRUCTION?

SAYING CHILDHOOD IS A SOCIAL CONSTRUCTION MEANS THAT THE CONCEPT OF CHILDHOOD IS SHAPED BY CULTURAL,
HISTORICAL, AND SOCIAL CONTEXTS RATHER THAN BEING SOLELY DETERMINED BY BIOLOGY OR NATURAL DEVELOPMENT.

How DO DIFFERENT CULTURES INFLUENCE THE EXPERIENCE OF CHILDHOOD?

DIFFERENT CULTURES HAVE VARYING EXPECTATIONS, ROLES, AND PRACTICES FOR CHILDREN, WHICH INFLUENCE HOW CHILDHOOD
IS EXPERIENCED AND UNDERSTOOD, DEMONSTRATING THAT CHILDHOOD IS NOT A UNIVERSAL, FIXED STAGE BUT VARIES ACROSS
SOCIETIES.

IN WHAT WAYS HAS THE CONCEPT OF CHILDHOOD CHANGED OVER TIME?

THROUGHOUT HISTORY, CHILDHOOD HAS EVOLVED FROM BEING VIEWED AS A BRIEF PREPARATORY STAGE FOR ADULTHOOD TO A
DISTINCT PERIOD WITH RIGHTS AND PROTECTIONS, REFLECTING CHANGING SOCIAL ATTITUDES, ECONOMIC CONDITIONS, AND
LEGAL FRAMEW ORKS.

W/HY IS IT IMPORTANT TO RECOGNIZE CHILDHOOD AS A SOCIAL CONSTRUCTION IN
POLICY-MAKING?

RECOGNIZING CHILDHOOD AS A SOCIAL CONSTRUCTION HELPS POLICYMAKERS CREATE LAWS AND PROGRAMS THAT REFLECT THE
DIVERSE NEEDS AND EXPERIENCES OF CHILDREN IN DIFFERENT CONTEXTS, RATHER THAN APPLYING A ONE-SIZE-FITS-ALL APPROACH.

How DOES VIEWING CHILDHOOD AS A SOCIAL CONSTRUCTION AFFECT EDUCATION
SYSTEMS?

[T ENCOURAGES EDUCATION SYSTEMS TO ADAPT CURRICULA AND TEACHING METHODS TO THE CULTURAL AND SOCIAL REALITIES
OF CHILDREN, ACKNOWLEDGING THAT CHILDHOOD EXPERIENCES AND LEARNING STYLES VARY WIDELY ACROSS DIFFERENT
COMMUNITIES.



\WHAT ROLE DO MEDIA AND TECHNOLOGY PLAY IN SHAPING MODERN CHILDHOODS?

MEDIA AND TECHNOLOGY INFLUENCE CHILDHOOD BY SHAPING CHILDREN'S SOCIAL INTERACTIONS, IDENTITIES, AND PERCEPTIONS,
THEREBY CONTRIBUTING TO THE EVOLVING SOCIAL CONSTRUCTION OF WHAT IT MEANS TO BE A CHILD TODAY.

CAN CHILDHOOD BE CONSIDERED UNIVERSAL , ORIS IT ALWAYS CULTURALLY SPECIFIC?

W/HILE BIOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENT STAGES ARE UNIVERSAL, THE SOCIAL MEANINGS, EXPECTATIONS, AND EXPERIENCES OF
CHILDHOOD ARE CULTURALLY SPECIFIC, MAKING CHILDHOOD A SOCIALLY CONSTRUCTED AND VARIABLE CONCEPT.

How DO SOCIOECONOMIC FACTORS IMPACT THE SOCIAL CONSTRUCTION OF
CHILDHOOD?

SOCIOECONOMIC FACTORS AFFECT ACCESS TO RESOURCES, EDUCATION, AND OPPORTUNITIES, WHICH SHAPE DIFFERENT
CHILDHOOD EXPERIENCES AND SOCIETAL EXPECTATIONS, HIGHLIGHTING THAT CHILDHOOD IS CONSTRUCTED DIFFERENTLY ACROSS
SOCIAL CLASSES AND ENVIRONMENTS.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. ConsTRUCTING CHILDHOOD: THEORY, POLICY, AND SOCIAL PRACTICE

THIS BOOK EXPLORES HOW CHILDHOOD IS NOT A FIXED BIOLOGICAL STAGE BUT A SOCIAL CONSTRUCTION SHAPED BY
CULTURAL, POLITICAL, AND ECONOMIC FACTORS. |T EXAMINES VARIOUS THEORETICAL PERSPECTIVES AND POLICY IMPLICATIONS,
HIGHLIGHTING HOW SOCIETIES CREATE DIFFERENT CHILDHOOD EXPERIENCES. THE TEXT ENCOURAGES READERS TO RETHINK
CONVENTIONAL IDEAS ABOUT CHILDHOOD AND CONSIDER ITS DIVERSITY ACROSS CONTEXTS.

2. THE SociaL ConsTRUCTION OF CHILDHOOD BY ALLISON JAMES AND ADRIAN JAMES

ALLISON AND ADRIAN JAMES OFFER A COMPREHENSIVE ANALYSIS OF CHILDHOOD AS A SOCIAL AND CULTURAL CONSTRUCT
RATHER THAN A UNIVERSAL BIOLOGICAL PHASE. DRAWING ON INTERDISCIPLINARY RESEARCH, THEY DISCUSS HOW CHILDHOOD
VARIES HISTORICALLY AND GEOGRAPHICALLY. THE BOOK CHALLENGES ASSUMPTIONS ABOUT WHAT CHILDHOOD MEANS AND
REVEALS THE POWER RELATIONS EMBEDDED IN ITS CONSTRUCTION.

3. CHiILDHOOD: A GLOBAL JOURNAL OF CHILD RESEARCH (SPECIAL ISSUE ON SOCIAL CONSTRUCTION)

THIS JOURNAL ISSUE COLLECTS ARTICLES FROM LEADING SCHOLARS INVESTIGATING CHILDHOOD FROM A SOCIAL
CONSTRUCTIONIST PERSPECTIVE. T OPICS INCLUDE HOW CHILDHOOD IDENTITIES ARE FORMED THROUGH SOCIAL INTERACTIONS,
POLICIES, AND MEDIA REPRESENTATIONS. |T PROVIDES CONTEMPORARY INSIGHTS INTO THE MULTIPLICITY AND FLUIDITY OF
CHILDHOOD EXPERIENCES W ORLDW IDE.

4. CHILbHOOD AND SOCIETY: GROWING UP IN AN AGE OF UNCERTAINTY BY BRYAN S. TURNER

TURNER DELVES INTO HOW MODERN SOCIETAL CHANGES INFLUENCE THE SOCIAL CONSTRUCTION OF CHILDHOOD. HE DISCUSSES
HOW GLOBALIZATION, TECHNOLOGY, AND SHIFTING FAMILY STRUCTURES IMPACT CHILDREN'S ROLES AND IDENTITIES. THE BOOK
SITUATES CHILDHOOD WITHIN BROADER SOCIAL TRANSFORMATIONS, QUESTIONING FIXED DEFINITIONS AND EMPHASIZING
CONTEXTUAL UNDERSTANDING.

5. INVENTING CHILDHOOD: THE IMAGINATION OF CHiLbHOOoD IN Mopern CuL TURE BY HUGH CUNNINGHAM

CUNNINGHAM TRACES THE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE IDEA OF CHILDHOOD, SHOWING HOW IT HAS BEEN SHAPED BY
CULTURAL NARRATIVES AND SOCIAL PRACTICES. THE BOOK HIGHLIGHTS THE ROLE OF EDUCATION, MEDIA, AND POLICY IN
CONSTRUCTING MODERN CHILDHOODS. |T PROVIDES A CRITICAL PERSPECTIVE ON HOW CHILDHOOD HAS BEEN IMAGINED AND RE-
IMAGINED OVER TIME.

6. CHILDREN AND CHiLDHOOD IN WESTERN SociETY Since 1500 BY HUGH CUNNINGHAM

THIS HISTORICAL ACCOUNT REVEALS HOW CHILDHOOD AS A SOCIAL CATEGORY HAS EVOLVED OVER CENTURIES IN W/ESTERN
SOCIETIES. CUNNINGHAM DISCUSSES SHIFTS IN ATTITUDES, LAWS, AND SOCIAL EXPECTATIONS THAT HAVE REDEFINED
CHILDHOOD. THE WORK EMPHASIZES THE CONTINGENT NATURE OF CHILDHOOD AND ITS DEPENDENCE ON SOCIAL CONTEXT.

7. CHILDHOOD IN A GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE BY PRISCILLA ALDERSON
ALDERSON EXAMINES HOW CHILDHOOD IS CONSTRUCTED DIFFERENTLY AROUND THE WORLD, INFLUENCED BY CULTURE, POLITICS,



AND ECONOMICS. THE BOOK CRITIQUES UNIVERSALIST APPROACHES AND ADVOCATES FOR RECOGNIZING CHILDREN'S DIVERSE
EXPERIENCES. |T ALSO ADDRESSES CHILDREN'S RIGHTS AND THE IMPACT OF GLOBALIZATION ON CHILDHOOD.

8. MakinG SENSE oF CHILDHOOD: SOCIOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVES BY ANDY FURLONG AND FRED CARTMEL

THIS TEXT INTRODUCES SOCIOLOGICAL THEORIES THAT CHALLENGE THE NATURALIZATION OF CHILDHOOD. |T DISCUSSES HOW
SOCIAL STRUCTURES, INSTITUTIONS, AND CULTURAL NORMS PRODUCE PARTICULAR CHILDHOOD EXPERIENCES. THE BOOK IS
ACCESSIBLE AND PROVIDES A SOLID FOUNDATION FOR UNDERSTANDING CHILDHOOD AS A SOCIAL CONSTRUCT.

Q. CHILDHOOD AND THE POLITICS OF REPRESENTATION EDITED BY SANDRA L. FAULKNER AND KAREN J. WELLS
THIS EDITED VOLUME EXPLORES HOW CHILDHOOD IS REPRESENTED IN MEDIA, LITERATURE, AND POPULAR CULTURE, AND HOW
THESE REPRESENTATIONS CONTRIBUTE TO ITS SOCIAL CONSTRUCTION. CONTRIBUTORS ANALYZE THE POLITICAL IMPLICATIONS

OF THESE PORTRAYALS AND THEIR EFFECTS ON PUBLIC PERCEPTIONS OF CHILDHOOD. THE BOOK ENCOURAGES CRITICAL
REFLECTION ON THE POWER OF REPRESENTATION IN SHAPING CHILDHOOD IDENTITIES.
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