
china's cultural revolution commonlit
answers
china's cultural revolution commonlit answers is a phrase that often appears
in educational contexts, particularly for students studying the historical
and cultural impacts of the Cultural Revolution in China. This article aims
to provide a comprehensive understanding of the topic, focusing on commonlit
resources and answers related to the Cultural Revolution. The Cultural
Revolution, which lasted from 1966 to 1976, was a significant period in
Chinese history marked by major social, political, and cultural upheaval.
Students and educators frequently seek detailed explanations and analyses to
better comprehend the events, ideologies, and consequences of this
revolutionary movement. This article will explore the historical background,
key figures, major events, and lasting effects of the Cultural Revolution,
with an emphasis on how these elements are addressed in CommonLit educational
materials. Additionally, it will offer insights into commonly asked questions
and effective answer strategies for academic purposes. The following sections
will guide readers through these critical topics.

Historical Background of China's Cultural Revolution

Key Figures Involved in the Cultural Revolution

Main Events and Phases of the Cultural Revolution

Impact on Chinese Society and Culture

CommonLit Questions and Answer Strategies

Historical Background of China's Cultural
Revolution
The Cultural Revolution, officially known as the Great Proletarian Cultural
Revolution, was initiated by Mao Zedong in 1966. It was intended to preserve
Chinese communism by purging remnants of capitalist and traditional elements
from Chinese society. This movement emerged after the failure of the Great
Leap Forward and was designed to reassert Mao's authority within the
Communist Party and the country. The revolution targeted intellectuals,
traditional cultural institutions, and perceived enemies of the communist
ideology. It led to widespread social and political chaos, affecting millions
of people.



Origins and Causes
The roots of the Cultural Revolution can be traced to the ideological
struggles within the Chinese Communist Party and Mao's desire to maintain
control. Mao believed that the party was becoming bureaucratic and losing its
revolutionary zeal. He called on youth to challenge authority and promote a
return to communist purity. The movement was fueled by campaigns against the
"Four Olds": old customs, culture, habits, and ideas, which aimed to
radically transform Chinese society.

Political Climate Before the Revolution
Before the Cultural Revolution, China was recovering from the devastating
effects of the Great Leap Forward, which caused economic hardship and famine.
The political environment was tense, with factions within the Communist Party
competing for power. Mao's leadership was questioned, and the revolution
served as a means to eliminate his rivals and reinforce his ideological
vision.

Key Figures Involved in the Cultural Revolution
The Cultural Revolution involved numerous political leaders, activists, and
ordinary citizens. Understanding the roles of key figures is essential for
grasping the complexities of this period. These individuals influenced the
course of the revolution and its outcomes in significant ways.

Mao Zedong
Mao Zedong, the Chairman of the Chinese Communist Party, was the architect of
the Cultural Revolution. His vision for a communist society drove the
movement, and his calls for revolutionary action mobilized millions. Mao's
personality cult grew during this time, and his directives guided the actions
of the Red Guards and other revolutionary groups.

Lin Biao
Lin Biao was a prominent military leader and Mao's designated successor for a
time. He played a crucial role in promoting Mao's ideology and supporting the
Cultural Revolution. However, his political downfall in 1971, marked by a
mysterious plane crash, remains a subject of debate among historians.

Jiang Qing and the Gang of Four
Jiang Qing, Mao's wife, was a leading figure among the Gang of Four, a



political faction that gained power during the Cultural Revolution. The Gang
of Four was instrumental in enforcing radical policies and suppressing
opposition. After Mao's death, they were arrested and blamed for many of the
excesses of the revolution.

Main Events and Phases of the Cultural
Revolution
The Cultural Revolution unfolded in several distinct phases, each
characterized by specific actions, policies, and social dynamics. These
stages help explain the progression and impact of the movement over its ten-
year duration.

Launch and Early Mobilization (1966-1968)
The revolution began with Mao's call to the youth to form Red Guard groups to
challenge authority figures and destroy the "Four Olds." Schools and
universities were closed, and widespread violence and persecution of
intellectuals occurred. Cultural artifacts, religious sites, and historical
relics were destroyed.

Military Intervention and Consolidation (1968-1971)
As chaos spread, the People's Liberation Army was deployed to restore order.
The Red Guards were disbanded, and many young people were sent to rural areas
for "re-education" through labor. Political purges intensified, and Lin
Biao's fall marked a turning point in the revolution's leadership dynamics.

Final Phase and Aftermath (1972-1976)
The last years of the Cultural Revolution saw efforts to stabilize the
country while maintaining revolutionary rhetoric. After Mao's death in 1976,
the Gang of Four was arrested, marking the official end of the Cultural
Revolution. The country began to move towards reform and opening up under new
leadership.

Impact on Chinese Society and Culture
The Cultural Revolution had profound and lasting effects on China's social
fabric, cultural institutions, and political landscape. Its impact is still
studied and discussed in educational contexts, including CommonLit materials,
to understand the consequences of radical political movements.



Social Disruption and Human Cost
Millions of people suffered persecution, imprisonment, and death during the
revolution. Intellectuals, artists, and perceived enemies of the state were
targeted. Families were torn apart, and social trust was severely damaged.
The trauma experienced during this period influenced Chinese society for
decades.

Cultural Destruction and Transformation
The campaign against the "Four Olds" led to the destruction of countless
cultural relics, temples, and works of art. Traditional practices and beliefs
were suppressed. However, the revolution also promoted new forms of socialist
culture, including propaganda art and revolutionary operas, which reshaped
China's cultural identity.

Political Repercussions
Politically, the Cultural Revolution weakened many institutions and led to
power struggles within the Communist Party. It also reinforced the cult of
personality around Mao. The lessons learned from this period influenced
China's later political reforms and the approach to governance.

CommonLit Questions and Answer Strategies
CommonLit is an educational platform that provides resources and reading
materials related to the Cultural Revolution. Understanding how to approach
CommonLit questions effectively can enhance students’ comprehension and
analytical skills regarding this complex historical topic.

Types of CommonLit Questions on the Cultural
Revolution
CommonLit assignments often include a variety of question types, such as:

Comprehension questions focusing on key facts and events

Analytical questions exploring motives and consequences

Vocabulary questions related to historical and political terminology

Critical thinking questions requiring evaluation of sources and
perspectives



Answering Strategies for Students
To provide accurate and insightful answers, students should:

Read the text carefully and identify the main ideas related to the1.
Cultural Revolution.

Use evidence from the text to support answers, citing specific examples2.
when possible.

Understand key terms and concepts, such as "Red Guards," "Four Olds,"3.
and "Gang of Four."

Analyze the causes and effects of events rather than simply summarizing.4.

Consider multiple perspectives to gain a more nuanced understanding of5.
the period.

Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them
Students may encounter difficulties such as confusing timelines or complex
political jargon. Strategies to overcome these challenges include creating
timelines, breaking down difficult vocabulary, and discussing the content
with peers or educators to clarify misunderstandings.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of the CommonLit text about
China's Cultural Revolution?
The main theme of the CommonLit text on China's Cultural Revolution focuses
on the political upheaval instigated by Mao Zedong, highlighting the social
and cultural impact on Chinese society during the late 1960s and early 1970s.

How did the Cultural Revolution affect education in
China, according to CommonLit materials?
According to CommonLit resources, the Cultural Revolution severely disrupted
education in China as schools were closed, teachers were persecuted, and
traditional curricula were replaced with revolutionary ideology.

What role did the Red Guards play during the



Cultural Revolution in the CommonLit reading?
The Red Guards, as described in the CommonLit text, were groups of young
people mobilized by Mao to attack the 'Four Olds' (old customs, culture,
habits, and ideas), often leading to widespread chaos and violence.

What were the long-term consequences of the Cultural
Revolution as discussed in CommonLit answers?
Long-term consequences included social and economic disruption, loss of
cultural heritage, and a generation affected by interrupted education and
political persecution, themes often highlighted in CommonLit assessments.

How does CommonLit suggest the Cultural Revolution
changed Chinese society's view on authority?
CommonLit suggests that the Cultural Revolution fostered a climate of fear
and mistrust towards authority figures, as loyalty to Mao's ideology often
superseded traditional respect for elders and officials.

Additional Resources
1. "Red Scarf Girl: A Memoir of the Cultural Revolution" by Ji-li Jiang
This memoir recounts Ji-li Jiang's experiences as a young girl during China's
Cultural Revolution. It provides a personal perspective on the political
upheaval, the pressure to conform, and the impact on families. The book helps
readers understand the emotional and social challenges faced by ordinary
citizens during this tumultuous period.

2. "Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress" by Dai Sijie
Set during the Cultural Revolution, this novel tells the story of two boys
sent to a remote village for re-education. They discover forbidden Western
literature, which brings hope and transformation in a harsh environment. The
book explores themes of oppression, friendship, and the power of literature.

3. "Wild Swans: Three Daughters of China" by Jung Chang
This historical biography traces three generations of women in Chang's family
through the 20th century, including the Cultural Revolution. It offers an
intimate look at the political and social changes in China and how they
affected individuals. The narrative combines personal memoir with historical
context.

4. "The Private Life of Chairman Mao" by Li Zhisui
Written by Mao Zedong’s personal physician, this book gives an insider’s view
of Mao’s life and the inner workings of the Communist Party during the
Cultural Revolution. It reveals the complexities of Mao’s personality and the
impact of his leadership on China. The memoir provides valuable insights into
the era's political dynamics.



5. "Life and Death in Shanghai" by Nien Cheng
This memoir details Cheng’s imprisonment and torture during the Cultural
Revolution for being accused of espionage. It portrays the brutal reality of
political persecution and the resilience of the human spirit. The book is a
powerful testimony to the dangers of totalitarianism.

6. "To Live" by Yu Hua
This novel follows the life of Fugui, a man who experiences tremendous
personal loss during the Cultural Revolution and other upheavals in China.
The story highlights the endurance of ordinary people amidst political chaos.
It offers a poignant reflection on survival and fate.

7. "The Red Guard: A History of the Cultural Revolution" by Philip Short
This historical account provides a detailed analysis of the Red Guard
movement and its role in the Cultural Revolution. The book explores the
motivations, actions, and consequences of the youth-driven campaign. It is a
comprehensive resource for understanding the political and social turmoil of
the time.

8. "The Cultural Revolution: A People’s History, 1962–1976" by Frank Dikötter
Dikötter’s work draws on newly available archives to present a revisionist
history of the Cultural Revolution. It highlights the widespread suffering
and chaos caused by Mao’s policies. The book offers a critical perspective on
the period, emphasizing the human cost of political ideology.

9. "Frog" by Mo Yan
This novel explores the impact of China’s one-child policy, which was
enforced during and after the Cultural Revolution period. Through the story
of a rural midwife, it addresses themes of tradition, policy, and personal
morality. The book provides insight into the social changes influenced by the
Cultural Revolution’s aftermath.
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