
comment allez vous answer

comment allez vous answer is an essential phrase in French communication, often used to inquire
about someone's well-being. Understanding how to respond appropriately to "comment allez vous" is
crucial for anyone learning French or engaging with French speakers. This article provides a
comprehensive guide on the various ways to answer this common greeting, explaining formal and
informal responses, cultural nuances, and tips for effective communication. Additionally, the article
explores the grammatical structure of the phrase and related expressions that enrich conversational
skills. Whether you are a beginner or looking to polish your French language abilities, this detailed
overview will enhance your understanding of how to answer "comment allez vous" correctly and
confidently.
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Understanding the Phrase "Comment Allez Vous"
The phrase "comment allez vous" translates to "how are you" in English and is a polite way to ask
about someone's condition or mood in French. It is composed of three parts: "comment," meaning
"how," "allez," the second-person plural form of the verb "aller," meaning "to go," and "vous," the
formal or plural form of "you." This phrase is typically used in formal or respectful conversations,
addressing either one person formally or multiple people. Knowing the meaning and structure of
"comment allez vous" is the first step toward mastering appropriate responses and engaging in
meaningful French dialogues.

Grammatical Structure
"Comment allez vous" is an example of subject-verb inversion used in French interrogative
sentences. The verb "allez" comes before the subject pronoun "vous," which indicates a question.
This inversion is common in formal speech, making the phrase both grammatically correct and
polite. Understanding this structure aids learners in forming similar questions when conversing.



When to Use "Comment Allez Vous"
This greeting is predominantly used in formal settings such as business meetings, with
acquaintances, or when addressing elders. It conveys respect and politeness and is less common in
casual conversations among close friends or family members, where "ça va?" is preferred instead.

Formal Ways to Answer "Comment Allez Vous"
Responding to "comment allez vous" formally requires polite and respectful language, reflecting the
tone of the question. Common answers vary depending on the responder's actual state but generally
maintain a courteous demeanor. These responses can be simple or elaborate, depending on the
context and relationship between the speakers.

Standard Formal Responses
Here are some typical formal replies to "comment allez vous" that are widely accepted in French-
speaking environments:

Je vais bien, merci. – I am well, thank you.

Très bien, merci. – Very well, thank you.

Ça va bien, merci. – It's going well, thank you.

Je me porte bien. – I am doing well.

Merci, et vous? – Thank you, and you?

These responses show politeness and often invite the other person to share their condition as well,
maintaining the flow of conversation.

Expressing Different Moods Formally
It is also possible to express a less positive condition in a formal manner, which can be useful in
professional or serious conversations:

Je vais un peu mal. – I am feeling a little unwell.

Pas très bien, merci. – Not very well, thank you.

Un peu fatigué(e), mais ça va. – A bit tired, but it's okay.

Despite negative responses, maintaining politeness with "merci" and a composed tone is important
in formal settings.



Informal Responses to "Comment Allez Vous"
In casual conversation, particularly among friends and family, the formal phrase "comment allez
vous" is often replaced by simpler greetings such as "ça va?" or "tu vas bien?" However, when
"comment allez vous" is used informally or humorously, answers tend to be more relaxed and
colloquial.

Common Informal Answers
Informal replies typically emphasize brevity and casual tone. Examples include:

Ça va bien. – It's going well.

Pas mal. – Not bad.

Comme ci, comme ça. – So-so.

Super, merci! – Great, thanks!

Ça roule. – Everything's rolling (slang for all good).

These responses are suitable for conversations with peers and usually do not require formal
politeness markers.

Using Humor or Slang
Informal settings also allow for playful or humorous answers to "comment allez vous," which can
lighten the mood and strengthen social bonds. Examples include:

Je suis en forme de feu! – I am on fire!

Comme un lundi. – Like a Monday (implying tiredness or reluctance).

À la bourre, mais ça va. – Running late, but okay.

Using such expressions reflects familiarity and a comfortable social environment.

Cultural Context of the Greeting
The phrase "comment allez vous" is more than a simple greeting; it carries cultural significance in
French-speaking societies. Understanding this context helps to use and interpret the phrase
appropriately.



Politeness and Respect
In French culture, politeness and formality are highly valued, especially in initial meetings or
professional environments. Using "comment allez vous" properly demonstrates respect and social
awareness. Responding politely, even when not feeling well, is customary to maintain harmony and
courtesy.

Social Norms and Expectations
Typically, asking "comment allez vous" is a ritualistic part of greetings, and the expected response is
usually positive or neutral. Detailed personal disclosures are uncommon unless the relationship is
close or the context allows for deeper conversation.

Common Variations and Synonyms
Besides "comment allez vous," several related phrases and variations exist in French, offering
alternatives for asking and answering about well-being.

Alternative Phrases

Ça va? – A casual way to ask "how are you?"

Comment ça va? – Another informal equivalent.

Vous allez bien? – Formal but slightly less common.

Quoi de neuf? – "What's new?" used informally.

These variations enrich conversational skills and allow adaptation to different social contexts.

Answering Variations
Responses to these alternatives often mirror those given to "comment allez vous," adjusted for
formality and tone. For example, "Ça va bien, merci," or simply "Bien, et toi?" are common and
effective replies.

Practical Tips for Using "Comment Allez Vous Answer"
Mastering how to answer "comment allez vous" involves more than memorizing phrases; it requires
understanding context, tone, and appropriateness.



Tips for Students and Professionals

Match the Formality: Always consider the relationship and context before choosing a1.
response.

Keep It Polite: Use "merci" to show gratitude, even if responding negatively.2.

Practice Pronunciation: Clear pronunciation ensures your response is understood and3.
appreciated.

Expand Vocabulary: Learn synonyms and expressions to sound natural and fluent.4.

Observe Cultural Norms: Be mindful of when to use formal versus informal language.5.

Common Mistakes to Avoid
Many learners make errors such as replying too informally in formal settings or giving overly
detailed answers where a simple response suffices. Avoiding these pitfalls enhances communication
effectiveness and cultural sensitivity.

Frequently Asked Questions

Comment répondre poliment à 'Comment allez-vous ?' en
français ?
Vous pouvez répondre poliment en disant 'Je vais bien, merci. Et vous ?'.

Quelle est la traduction anglaise de 'Comment allez-vous ?' ?
La traduction anglaise est 'How are you?'.

Quelles sont les réponses courantes à 'Comment allez-vous ?'
en français ?
Les réponses courantes incluent 'Ça va bien, merci', 'Je vais bien', ou simplement 'Bien, merci'.

Peut-on répondre 'Ça va' à 'Comment allez-vous ?' ?
Oui, 'Ça va' est une réponse informelle courante signifiant 'I'm fine'.

Comment répondre à 'Comment allez-vous ?' si on ne se sent



pas bien ?
Vous pouvez répondre honnêtement, par exemple, 'Je ne vais pas très bien, merci de demander'.

Quelle est la différence entre 'Comment allez-vous ?' et 'Ça va
?' ?
'Comment allez-vous ?' est plus formel, tandis que 'Ça va ?' est informel.

Est-il nécessaire de répondre toujours à 'Comment allez-vous
?' ?
Oui, c'est une formule de politesse et il est coutume d'y répondre, même brièvement.

Peut-on répondre avec une question à 'Comment allez-vous ?'
?
Oui, il est courant de répondre par une question pour montrer de l'intérêt, par exemple 'Je vais bien,
et vous ?'.

Additional Resources
1. Mastering French Greetings: From "Comment Allez-Vous?" to Everyday Conversations
This book offers a comprehensive guide to French greetings and polite expressions, focusing on the
nuances of asking and responding to "Comment allez-vous?" It includes practical dialogues, cultural
tips, and common variations to help learners communicate confidently in formal and informal
settings. Perfect for beginners aiming to enhance their conversational skills.

2. French Phrases for Social Interaction: Polite Questions and Responses
Explore a variety of polite questions and responses used in French social interactions, including
detailed explanations of "Comment allez-vous?" and its appropriate answers. The book emphasizes
cultural context and etiquette, helping readers navigate social situations with ease and respect.

3. Everyday French: Essential Expressions for Daily Conversations
This book focuses on essential French expressions used in everyday life, highlighting greetings like
"Comment allez-vous?" and their common replies. With practical exercises and real-life examples, it
helps learners build a solid foundation for casual and formal conversations.

4. French Conversation Made Easy: Politeness and Small Talk
A practical guide to mastering polite conversation and small talk in French, this book covers phrases
such as "Comment allez-vous?" and teaches readers how to respond naturally. It includes tips on
tone, body language, and cultural nuances to improve communication skills.

5. Polite French: The Art of Asking and Answering "How Are You?"
Delve into the subtleties of French politeness with this book, which focuses on the common question
"Comment allez-vous?" and its various responses. It provides insights into formal and informal
usage, regional variations, and appropriate body language to complement verbal communication.



6. French Etiquette and Language: Greetings and Responses
This book combines language learning with cultural etiquette, offering detailed guidance on
greetings like "Comment allez-vous?" and suitable responses. It explains the social contexts in which
different phrases are used, helping readers avoid common faux pas and communicate respectfully.

7. Interactive French: Practice Conversations with "Comment Allez-Vous?"
Designed for learners who want to practice conversational French, this book presents interactive
dialogues centered around "Comment allez-vous?" and related questions. It includes exercises for
listening, speaking, and writing, making it ideal for classroom use or self-study.

8. French for Travelers: Polite Expressions and Greetings
This travel-oriented guide teaches essential polite expressions, including how to ask and answer
"Comment allez-vous?" It offers practical tips for interacting with locals, making it a valuable
resource for tourists seeking to make a positive impression in French-speaking countries.

9. Understanding French Social Norms: Language and Politeness
This book explores the relationship between language and social norms in France, focusing on polite
expressions such as "Comment allez-vous?" It provides cultural insights that help learners
understand when and how to use these phrases appropriately, enhancing both language proficiency
and cultural awareness.
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