
commercial agriculture ap human
geography example
commercial agriculture ap human geography example is a critical concept within the
study of human geography, illustrating how large-scale farming operations are organized
and function in various global contexts. This article delves into the intricacies of
commercial agriculture through the lens of AP Human Geography, providing clear
examples that highlight its economic, social, and environmental dimensions. Commercial
agriculture contrasts markedly with subsistence farming by focusing on the production of
crops and livestock for sale and profit, often involving advanced technology and extensive
land use. Understanding commercial agriculture is essential for grasping broader topics
such as agricultural regions, land use patterns, and globalization's impact on food
systems. This analysis also considers the spatial distribution of commercial farming and its
role in shaping rural landscapes and economies worldwide. The following sections will
explore the definitions, characteristics, regional examples, and the implications of
commercial agriculture within the AP Human Geography framework.
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Types of Commercial Agriculture

Impacts of Commercial Agriculture
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Definition and Characteristics of Commercial
Agriculture
Commercial agriculture refers to the large-scale production of crops and livestock
primarily intended for sale in markets rather than for personal consumption. It is a
fundamental topic in AP Human Geography, illustrating how agricultural practices vary
based on economic goals and technological advancements. Key characteristics of
commercial agriculture include mechanization, use of chemical fertilizers and pesticides,
monocropping, and integration into global supply chains. Unlike subsistence farming,
which focuses on feeding the farmer's family, commercial agriculture aims at maximizing
output and profitability. Farms tend to be larger in size, utilize specialized labor, and
adopt modern irrigation and harvesting techniques. This form of agriculture plays a
pivotal role in national and international economies by supplying food, raw materials, and
commodities.



Key Features of Commercial Agriculture
Commercial agriculture is distinguished by several defining features that shape its
operation and outcomes:

Scale and Mechanization: Large farms equipped with machinery such as tractors
and harvesters improve efficiency and productivity.

Market Orientation: Production targets local, national, or international markets
rather than subsistence.

Monoculture and Specialization: Focus on single crops or livestock types
enhances economies of scale but can increase vulnerability to pests and market
fluctuations.

Use of Agrochemicals: Fertilizers and pesticides boost yields but raise
environmental concerns.

Capital Intensive: Requires significant financial investment in land, equipment, and
inputs.

Examples of Commercial Agriculture in AP
Human Geography
Several prominent examples of commercial agriculture are frequently cited in AP Human
Geography to illustrate its varied forms and regional adaptations. These examples
demonstrate how commercial farming is integrated into different cultural and
environmental contexts worldwide.

Midwestern United States - Grain Farming
The Midwest is a classic example of commercial agriculture characterized by extensive
grain farming, particularly corn and soybeans. This region benefits from fertile soil, flat
terrain, and a temperate climate, which support mechanized farming on large tracts of
land. Farms in this area often employ advanced technologies such as GPS-guided
equipment and genetically modified seeds. The output primarily supplies domestic food
industries and export markets, making the Midwest a cornerstone of U.S. commercial
agriculture.

Brazilian Cerrado - Soybean Production
In Brazil, the Cerrado region has experienced rapid expansion of commercial agriculture,
particularly soybean farming. This tropical savanna was traditionally underutilized due to
poor soil quality, but modern techniques including liming and irrigation have transformed



it into a productive agricultural zone. The Brazilian soybean industry serves both domestic
needs and global markets, especially China, reflecting globalization's role in commercial
agriculture.

California's Central Valley - Fruit and Vegetable
Farming
California's Central Valley is another significant example of commercial agriculture,
known for its diverse production of fruits, vegetables, and nuts. Intensive irrigation
supports high-value crops such as almonds, grapes, and strawberries. The region employs
large-scale labor forces and advanced irrigation systems, making it a critical supplier to
national and international markets.

Types of Commercial Agriculture
Commercial agriculture encompasses various types based on the nature of production,
climatic conditions, and market demands. Each type reflects specific agricultural practices
and economic strategies within AP Human Geography.

Mixed Crop and Livestock Farming
This type involves the integration of crop cultivation and livestock rearing on the same
farm. Crops provide feed for animals, and livestock manure is used as fertilizer, creating a
sustainable cycle. It is common in regions like the U.S. Corn Belt.

Dairy Farming
Dairy farming focuses on milk production and related products. Located near urban
centers to ensure fresh supply, dairy farms are prevalent in the northeastern United
States and parts of Europe. This type emphasizes specialized breeds and high labor input.

Plantation Agriculture
Plantation agriculture involves large estates in tropical and subtropical regions growing
cash crops such as coffee, sugarcane, and rubber. These plantations often rely on export-
oriented production and historically utilized colonial labor systems.

Commercial Grain Farming
This type centers on the production of cereal grains like wheat, barley, and corn, typically
in temperate regions with mechanized equipment. It supports both food industries and
livestock feed demand.



Commercial Horticulture
Horticulture includes the cultivation of fruits, vegetables, and flowers, often in specialized
farms near urban markets. It requires intensive labor and irrigation to maintain high
quality and yield.

Impacts of Commercial Agriculture
Commercial agriculture significantly influences economic development, social structures,
and environmental conditions. Its impacts are complex and multifaceted, making it a
crucial area of study in AP Human Geography.

Economic Impacts
Commercial agriculture drives economic growth by generating employment, facilitating
trade, and contributing to GDP in many countries. It supports agribusiness sectors and
stimulates technological innovation. However, economic benefits may be unevenly
distributed, with smallholder farmers sometimes marginalized.

Environmental Impacts
The environmental consequences of commercial agriculture include deforestation, soil
degradation, water depletion, and biodiversity loss. Intensive use of chemical inputs can
lead to pollution and health risks. Sustainable practices are increasingly emphasized to
mitigate these effects.

Social Impacts
Commercial agriculture influences rural societies by altering land ownership patterns,
labor markets, and community structures. It can lead to rural depopulation or increased
migration as mechanization reduces labor needs or new opportunities arise.

Spatial Patterns and Distribution
The spatial distribution of commercial agriculture is shaped by physical geography,
economic factors, and technological access. AP Human Geography explores these patterns
to understand regional agricultural specialization and global food systems.

Factors Influencing Distribution
Several factors determine where commercial agriculture develops:



Climate and Soil: Suitable temperature, precipitation, and fertile soil are essential.1.

Topography: Flat or gently rolling land facilitates mechanization.2.

Access to Markets: Proximity to urban centers and transportation networks3.
reduces costs.

Capital and Technology: Availability of investment and modern equipment4.
supports large-scale farming.

Government Policies: Subsidies, land tenure laws, and trade agreements influence5.
farming practices.

Global Commercial Agriculture Regions
Prominent commercial agriculture regions include:

The Corn Belt and Great Plains in the United States

The Pampas region in Argentina for cattle ranching and grain production

The European plains for mixed farming and dairy production

The Indo-Gangetic Plain supporting intensive commercial rice and wheat farming

The tropical plantation zones in Southeast Asia and Africa

Frequently Asked Questions

What is an example of commercial agriculture in AP
Human Geography?
An example of commercial agriculture in AP Human Geography is large-scale corn farming
in the Midwestern United States, which is primarily for sale and profit rather than
subsistence.

How does commercial agriculture differ from
subsistence agriculture in AP Human Geography?
Commercial agriculture focuses on producing crops and livestock for sale and profit, often
using mechanized techniques, whereas subsistence agriculture is aimed at growing food
primarily for the farmer's family consumption.



What role does commercial agriculture play in the
economy according to AP Human Geography?
Commercial agriculture is a major contributor to the economy by providing food, raw
materials, and employment, supporting agribusinesses, and facilitating international
trade.

Can you give an example of a commercial agriculture
practice in tropical regions covered in AP Human
Geography?
An example is plantation agriculture in tropical regions like banana or coffee plantations
in Latin America, which produce crops mainly for export markets.

What are some environmental impacts of commercial
agriculture discussed in AP Human Geography?
Commercial agriculture can lead to deforestation, soil degradation, water depletion, and
increased use of chemical fertilizers and pesticides, impacting ecosystems and
biodiversity.

Additional Resources
1. "The Cultural Landscape: An Introduction to Human Geography" by James M.
Rubenstein
This widely used textbook provides a comprehensive overview of human geography
concepts, including a detailed examination of agricultural practices. It explores
commercial agriculture within the context of economic development, globalization, and
environmental impact. The book offers case studies and maps that help readers
understand the spatial organization of agriculture worldwide.

2. "Agricultural Geography" by Michael J. de Blij and Peter O. Muller
This book delves into the geographic aspects of agriculture, discussing both subsistence
and commercial farming systems. It highlights the transformation of agriculture through
technological advances and market forces. The text also covers the environmental
consequences of intensive commercial agriculture practices.

3. "Food and Agriculture in World History" by Jeffrey M. Pilcher
Pilcher’s work traces the historical development of agriculture and its role in shaping
societies. It connects the rise of commercial agriculture with global trade networks and
economic shifts. Readers gain insights into how agricultural production has influenced
cultural and political landscapes over time.

4. "The World Economy: Geography, Business, Development" by Frederick P. Stutz and
Barney Warf
This book addresses the global economy with an emphasis on agricultural production and
trade. It examines commercial agriculture as a critical component of economic



development and globalization. The authors analyze patterns of agricultural commodities,
labor, and capital flows across different regions.

5. "Globalization and Its Discontents" by Saskia Sassen
While focused broadly on globalization, this book offers valuable perspectives on how
commercial agriculture is integrated into global markets. Sassen discusses the impacts of
multinational corporations and international trade policies on local farming communities.
The book highlights the tensions between global economic forces and local agricultural
practices.

6. "Rural Geography: Processes, Responses and Experiences in Rural Restructuring"
edited by Paul Cloke, Terry Marsden, and Patrick H. Mooney
This collection explores changes in rural areas, including the shift toward commercial
agriculture. It discusses the socioeconomic and environmental implications of agricultural
industrialization. The essays provide diverse geographic perspectives on rural
development and agricultural policy.

7. "Agricultural Development and Economic Transformation: Promoting Growth with
Poverty Reduction" by Shenggen Fan, Ravi Kanbur, and Xiaobo Zhang
This book focuses on the role of agriculture in economic growth and poverty alleviation,
emphasizing commercial farming’s potential benefits and challenges. It combines
economic analysis with geographic considerations to explore how agricultural policies
affect development. The authors use case studies to illustrate successful agricultural
transformations.

8. "The Geography of Food: Why Farmers Need Markets" by William G. Moseley
Moseley examines the spatial relationships between agricultural production and food
distribution systems. The book highlights the importance of markets in shaping
commercial agriculture and rural livelihoods. It also addresses issues of food security,
sustainability, and the global food economy.

9. "Agribusiness and Society: Corporate Responses to Environmentalism, Market
Opportunities, and Public Regulation" by Andrew P. Morriss, Richard L. Stroup, and Roger
E. Meiners
This text investigates the role of agribusiness in commercial agriculture, focusing on
corporate strategies and regulatory environments. It explores how businesses adapt to
environmental concerns and market demands. The book provides insights into the complex
interactions between agriculture, economy, and society.
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