
complete predicate and simple predicate
examples
complete predicate and simple predicate examples are fundamental concepts in English
grammar that help in understanding sentence structure. These predicates play a vital role in
identifying what the subject of the sentence is doing or what is being said about the subject. A
complete predicate includes the verb and all the words that modify or complete its meaning, while a
simple predicate is the main verb or verb phrase itself. Mastery of these concepts enhances writing
clarity and reading comprehension. This article provides detailed explanations, examples, and
comparisons of complete and simple predicates to support learners and educators alike. Additionally,
common mistakes and tips for identifying predicates correctly will be covered to deepen
understanding. The following sections outline the key aspects discussed in this article.

Understanding Complete Predicate

Understanding Simple Predicate

Differences Between Complete Predicate and Simple Predicate

Examples of Complete Predicate and Simple Predicate

Common Mistakes and Tips for Identifying Predicates

Understanding Complete Predicate
The complete predicate of a sentence includes the verb and all the words that modify or complement
it, effectively telling what the subject does or what happens to the subject. It encompasses the simple
predicate (the main verb or verb phrase) and additional information such as objects, complements,
and modifiers. Understanding the complete predicate is essential for grasping the full meaning of the
sentence beyond just the action.

Components of a Complete Predicate
A complete predicate generally contains:

Simple predicate: the main verb or verb phrase.

Objects: nouns or pronouns receiving the action.

Complements: words that complete the meaning of the verb, such as subject complements or
object complements.

Modifiers: adverbs or phrases that provide additional details about the action.



For example, in the sentence "The dog chased the ball across the yard," the complete predicate is
"chased the ball across the yard," which includes the verb "chased," the object "the ball," and the
modifier "across the yard."

Role of Complete Predicate in Sentence Structure
The complete predicate provides a comprehensive description of the action or state of the subject. It
helps in forming complex sentences by integrating various elements related to the verb. Recognizing
the complete predicate allows for better sentence analysis, enabling writers and readers to break
down sentence components accurately.

Understanding Simple Predicate
The simple predicate is the main verb or verb phrase in the sentence that expresses the core action
or state of being. It does not include objects, complements, or modifiers but focuses solely on the
verb itself. Identifying the simple predicate is crucial for understanding the basic action the subject
performs or experiences.

Identifying the Simple Predicate
To find the simple predicate, locate the verb or verb phrase that tells what the subject does or is. This
can be a single verb ("runs"), a compound verb ("has been running"), or a verb phrase including
auxiliary verbs ("will have finished"). The simple predicate is always centered on the verb and
excludes any additional information.

Examples of Simple Predicates
Consider the following sentences and their simple predicates:

"She reads every night." — Simple predicate: reads

"They have been studying for hours." — Simple predicate: have been studying

"The cat slept peacefully." — Simple predicate: slept

In each example, the simple predicate highlights the primary verb or verb phrase describing the
action.

Differences Between Complete Predicate and Simple
Predicate
While both complete and simple predicates revolve around the verb, they differ significantly in scope



and detail. The simple predicate is the verb or verb phrase alone, whereas the complete predicate
includes the verb plus any objects, complements, or modifiers that complete its meaning.

Comparison Overview

Simple predicate: Focuses solely on the verb or verb phrase.

Complete predicate: Encompasses the verb and all related words that modify or complement
the verb.

Understanding this distinction is key to analyzing sentence structure, as it helps clarify how much
information about the action is being communicated beyond the verb itself.

Illustrative Example
Take the sentence: "The children are playing soccer in the park."

Simple predicate: are playing

Complete predicate: are playing soccer in the park

Here, the simple predicate "are playing" indicates the action, while the complete predicate adds
context by specifying what is being played and where.

Examples of Complete Predicate and Simple Predicate
Examples are essential to solidify the understanding of complete predicate and simple predicate
concepts. Below are varied sentences demonstrating clear identification of each predicate type.

Example Sentences with Analysis

1.
Sentence: "The teacher explained the lesson clearly."

Simple predicate: explained

Complete predicate: explained the lesson clearly

2.
Sentence: "My friends have visited the museum twice."



Simple predicate: have visited

Complete predicate: have visited the museum twice

3.
Sentence: "The storm damaged the old barn severely."

Simple predicate: damaged

Complete predicate: damaged the old barn severely

4.
Sentence: "She will be attending the conference next week."

Simple predicate: will be attending

Complete predicate: will be attending the conference next week

5.
Sentence: "The dog barked loudly."

Simple predicate: barked

Complete predicate: barked loudly

Additional Examples for Practice
Practice sentences help reinforce the concepts of complete predicate and simple predicate:

"The committee will announce the results tomorrow."

"Birds sing beautifully in the morning."

"He has completed the project successfully."

"They are watching a movie at the theater."

"The baby is sleeping peacefully."



In each case, the simple predicate can be isolated as the verb or verb phrase, while the complete
predicate includes all words that provide context to that verb.

Common Mistakes and Tips for Identifying Predicates
Confusing the simple predicate with the complete predicate is a common error when analyzing
sentence structure. Often, learners mistakenly include objects or modifiers as part of the simple
predicate or overlook parts of the complete predicate.

Common Mistakes

Including objects or modifiers in the simple predicate.

Identifying only the verb without auxiliary verbs as the simple predicate.

Failing to recognize phrases that complete the meaning of the verb in the complete predicate.

Tips for Accurate Identification

Locate the verb first: Identify the main verb or verb phrase to find the simple predicate.

Expand to include related words: For the complete predicate, add all words that tell what
the subject is doing or what happens to the subject.

Look for objects and modifiers: Objects often follow action verbs and are part of the
complete predicate but not the simple predicate.

Practice with varied sentences: Exposure to different sentence types enhances the ability to
distinguish between simple and complete predicates.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a complete predicate in a sentence?
A complete predicate includes the verb and all the words that tell what happened in the sentence,
describing the action or state of the subject.



What is a simple predicate?
A simple predicate is the main verb or verb phrase in the predicate that tells what the subject does or
is.

Can you give an example of a sentence with a complete
predicate?
In the sentence 'The dog barked loudly at the stranger,' the complete predicate is 'barked loudly at
the stranger.'

What is the simple predicate in the sentence 'She is reading a
book'?
The simple predicate is 'is reading,' which is the main verb phrase describing what the subject is
doing.

How do you identify the simple predicate in a sentence?
To identify the simple predicate, find the verb or verb phrase that tells what the subject does or is.

Why is understanding the complete predicate important?
Understanding the complete predicate helps in grasping the full meaning of the sentence by showing
not just the action but all details related to that action.

Are there sentences where the simple predicate and complete
predicate are the same?
Yes, in short sentences like 'Birds fly,' the simple predicate 'fly' is also the complete predicate since
no additional words describe the action.

Additional Resources
1. Mastering Grammar: Understanding Complete and Simple Predicates
This book offers a comprehensive guide to the fundamentals of grammar, focusing on complete and
simple predicates. It provides clear definitions, detailed examples, and practice exercises to help
readers distinguish between different types of predicates. Ideal for students and educators alike, it
breaks down complex concepts into easily understandable sections.

2. Predicate Power: Examples and Exercises for English Learners
Designed for English learners, this book emphasizes practical usage of complete and simple
predicates. It includes numerous examples drawn from everyday language and engaging exercises
that reinforce learning. The approachable format makes it a great resource for self-study or classroom
use.

3. Grammar Essentials: Complete and Simple Predicate Explained



This essential grammar workbook focuses on the roles of complete and simple predicates within
sentence structure. Readers will find step-by-step explanations and annotated examples that clarify
these concepts. The book also features quizzes and review sections to test comprehension and
retention.

4. The Predicate Handbook: Examples, Definitions, and Practice
A detailed reference guide, this handbook covers all aspects of predicates with a special focus on
complete and simple predicates. It includes clear definitions, varied examples from literature, and
practical exercises. Teachers will find it useful for lesson planning and enhancing students’
grammatical skills.

5. Sentence Structure Simplified: Exploring Complete and Simple Predicates
This book simplifies complex sentence structures by focusing on predicates. It explains how complete
and simple predicates function within sentences using relatable examples and diagrams. The clear,
concise writing style makes it accessible for learners of all levels.

6. English Grammar Workbook: Complete and Simple Predicate Practice
Packed with exercises and examples, this workbook is dedicated to mastering complete and simple
predicates. It includes answer keys and detailed explanations, making it suitable for independent
learning. The progressive difficulty levels help build confidence and proficiency.

7. Understanding Predicates: A Guide to Complete and Simple Examples
This guide offers an in-depth look at predicates, breaking down the differences between complete and
simple predicates. It features numerous examples and practice sentences to enhance understanding.
The book is particularly useful for students preparing for standardized tests.

8. Grammar in Action: Complete and Simple Predicate Examples for Students
Focused on active learning, this book presents complete and simple predicates through real-life
examples and interactive activities. It encourages learners to apply their knowledge by constructing
sentences and identifying predicates in context. Suitable for middle and high school students.

9. The Art of Sentence Building: Complete and Simple Predicates Made Easy
This instructional book teaches sentence construction with a focus on predicates. It offers creative
examples and exercises that make learning about complete and simple predicates engaging. The
book also includes tips for teachers to effectively communicate these concepts in the classroom.
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