
complete predicate examples with answers

complete predicate examples with answers provide an essential understanding of sentence structure,
especially in grammar and writing. This article explores the concept of complete predicates, demonstrating
their role in sentences and offering numerous examples with answers to clarify their usage. Understanding
complete predicates is crucial for constructing clear and grammatically correct sentences. This guide will
cover definitions, components, and differences between complete and simple predicates. Additionally, it
will present practical examples followed by detailed explanations to ensure comprehension. By the end of
this article, readers will be able to identify and use complete predicates confidently in their writing and
analysis.

What Is a Complete Predicate?

Difference Between Simple and Complete Predicate

Examples of Complete Predicates with Answers

How to Identify the Complete Predicate

Common Mistakes and Tips for Using Complete Predicates

What Is a Complete Predicate?
The complete predicate is a fundamental element of sentence structure that includes the verb and all the
words that modify or complete its meaning. In any sentence, the predicate tells what the subject does or is.
Unlike the simple predicate, which is just the main verb or verb phrase, the complete predicate
encompasses the verb plus all accompanying modifiers, objects, or phrases that relate to the verb. This
broader view helps provide a full understanding of the action or state described by the sentence.
Recognizing the complete predicate is essential for analyzing sentence components accurately and
improving writing clarity.

Definition and Components of a Complete Predicate
A complete predicate consists of the verb or verb phrase and all the words that tell what happened in the
sentence or provide more information about the action. These can include:

Helping verbs



Objects (direct or indirect)

Modifiers and complements

Prepositional phrases related to the verb

For example, in the sentence "The cat is sleeping on the warm windowsill," the complete predicate is "is
sleeping on the warm windowsill," as it contains the verb and the phrase completing the thought.

Difference Between Simple and Complete Predicate
Understanding the distinction between simple and complete predicates is vital for mastering sentence
structure. The simple predicate is the main verb or verb phrase alone, whereas the complete predicate
includes the verb plus all related words that modify or complete its meaning. Knowing this difference
allows for more precise identification of sentence parts.

Simple Predicate Explained
The simple predicate is the core verb or verb phrase that expresses the action or state of being. It does not
include any modifiers, objects, or phrases attached to the verb. For example, in the sentence "She runs
every morning," the simple predicate is "runs."

Complete Predicate Explained
The complete predicate extends beyond the simple predicate by including all words that describe or
complete the verb’s meaning. In the example "She runs every morning in the park," the complete
predicate is "runs every morning in the park," which gives a fuller picture of the action.

Examples of Complete Predicates with Answers
Providing examples with clear answers helps illustrate how to identify complete predicates in various
sentence contexts. Below are several sentences followed by the identification of the complete predicate.

1.

Sentence: The dog barked loudly at the stranger.



Complete Predicate: barked loudly at the stranger.

2.

Sentence: The children have been playing soccer all afternoon.

Complete Predicate: have been playing soccer all afternoon.

3.

Sentence: My neighbor is planting flowers in the garden.

Complete Predicate: is planting flowers in the garden.

4.

Sentence: The teacher explained the lesson clearly to the students.

Complete Predicate: explained the lesson clearly to the students.

5.

Sentence: Birds fly south during the winter months.

Complete Predicate: fly south during the winter months.

How to Identify the Complete Predicate
Identifying the complete predicate involves locating the verb and all words that provide details about the
action or state described by the verb. This process is essential for grammatical analysis and sentence
diagramming.

Step-by-Step Method to Find the Complete Predicate
Follow these steps to identify the complete predicate in any sentence:



Locate the subject of the sentence (who or what the sentence is about).

Find the main verb or verb phrase that describes the action or state.

Include all words following the verb that modify or complete its meaning, such as objects, modifiers,
or prepositional phrases.

Exclude the subject and any words before the verb.

Applying this method consistently will improve the ability to recognize complete predicates in complex
sentences.

Practice Examples
Try identifying the complete predicate in the following sentences:

The athlete trained hard for the upcoming competition.1.

She has been reading a fascinating novel all week.2.

The storm caused extensive damage to the coastal town.3.

Answers:

"trained hard for the upcoming competition."

"has been reading a fascinating novel all week."

"caused extensive damage to the coastal town."

Common Mistakes and Tips for Using Complete Predicates
Errors in identifying or using complete predicates can lead to confusion or incomplete sentence analysis.
Awareness of common pitfalls is helpful for avoiding mistakes and improving writing skills.



Common Mistakes

Confusing the simple predicate with the complete predicate by including only the verb and omitting
important modifiers or objects.

Misidentifying parts of the subject as part of the predicate.

Overlooking helping verbs or verb phrases, which are integral to the complete predicate.

Ignoring prepositional phrases or complements that complete the verb’s meaning.

Tips for Correct Usage

Always identify the subject first to separate it clearly from the predicate.

Look for helping verbs that form verb phrases to include them in the complete predicate.

Include all modifiers, objects, and phrases related to the verb to capture the complete predicate.

Practice regularly with diverse sentences to strengthen recognition skills.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a complete predicate in a sentence?
A complete predicate includes the verb and all the words that modify or complete its meaning, telling
what the subject does or is.

Can you provide an example of a complete predicate?
In the sentence 'The dog barked loudly at the stranger,' the complete predicate is 'barked loudly at the
stranger.'

How do you identify the complete predicate in a sentence?
To identify the complete predicate, find the verb first and then include all the words that describe the



action or state of being related to the subject.

What is the difference between a simple predicate and a complete
predicate?
The simple predicate is just the main verb or verb phrase, whereas the complete predicate includes the
verb plus all the words related to it.

Can the complete predicate include objects and modifiers?
Yes, the complete predicate can include the verb, objects, complements, and modifiers that complete the
meaning of the sentence.

Provide an example sentence with its simple and complete predicate.
In 'She quickly finished her homework before dinner,' the simple predicate is 'finished,' and the complete
predicate is 'quickly finished her homework before dinner.'

Why is understanding the complete predicate important in grammar?
Understanding the complete predicate helps in sentence analysis, improving writing skills, and ensuring
clarity in communication by knowing how the action and its details are expressed.

Additional Resources
1. Mastering Complete Predicates: Examples and Explanations
This book offers a comprehensive guide to understanding complete predicates in English grammar. It
includes numerous examples and detailed explanations to help learners identify and use complete
predicates correctly. Each chapter provides exercises with answers to reinforce learning and ensure
mastery of the topic.

2. Complete Predicate Practice Workbook with Answers
Designed as a practice-focused workbook, this title provides a wide range of exercises on complete
predicates. It covers basic to advanced levels, making it suitable for students and educators alike. The
included answer key allows for self-assessment and immediate feedback.

3. Grammar Essentials: Complete Predicate Examples and Solutions
This concise grammar guide focuses on the role and structure of complete predicates in sentence
construction. It features clear examples and step-by-step solutions to common problems. The book is ideal for
learners seeking a quick yet thorough review.

4. Understanding Complete Predicates through Examples



Aimed at beginner to intermediate learners, this book breaks down the concept of complete predicates with
numerous illustrative examples. It emphasizes practical usage and common errors to avoid. Exercises with
answers help solidify understanding and build confidence.

5. English Grammar Made Easy: Complete Predicate Edition
This accessible grammar book simplifies the study of complete predicates with straightforward explanations
and relatable examples. It includes practice questions that reinforce concepts and provide immediate
answers for self-study. Perfect for ESL students and those looking to improve writing skills.

6. The Complete Predicate Handbook: Examples, Exercises, and Answers
A thorough handbook that delves into the nuances of complete predicates, this book is packed with
examples and diverse exercises. It caters to both classroom use and individual study, offering detailed
answer explanations. The structured approach aids in comprehensive learning.

7. Step-by-Step Guide to Complete Predicates with Answer Key
This guide presents a methodical approach to mastering complete predicates by breaking down sentences
into their components. It includes progressively challenging examples and a full answer key. The book
supports learners in developing analytical skills for sentence parsing.

8. Complete Predicate in Sentences: Examples and Practice
Focused on sentence-level grammar, this book highlights the identification and use of complete predicates
with clear examples. Practice sections are designed to test comprehension and application. Answer sections
provide clarification and promote independent learning.

9. Essential Grammar Skills: Complete Predicate Examples and Answers
This resource targets essential grammar skills, with a focus on complete predicates as a key component. It
combines theory with practical examples and exercises, all accompanied by answers for easy verification.
Suitable for students preparing for exams or improving writing proficiency.
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