
complete subject and complete predicate
examples
complete subject and complete predicate examples are fundamental components in
understanding sentence structure in English grammar. Grasping these concepts aids in analyzing
sentences more effectively and enhances both writing and comprehension skills. This article explores
the definitions, distinctions, and roles of the complete subject and complete predicate within
sentences. It provides clear, detailed explanations along with numerous examples to clarify these
grammatical elements. Additionally, the article addresses common challenges learners face when
identifying complete subjects and predicates. By the end, readers will have a thorough understanding
of how to recognize and use complete subject and complete predicate examples in various sentence
types. The following sections will guide you through definitions, examples, identification strategies,
and practical applications.
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Understanding the Complete Subject
The complete subject of a sentence consists of the main noun or pronoun along with all the words
that modify or describe it. It provides the full information about who or what the sentence is about.
The subject is essential because it indicates the topic or focus of the sentence. While the simple
subject is just the noun or pronoun, the complete subject includes all accompanying modifiers such as
adjectives, articles, and phrases that clarify the subject.

For example, in the sentence "The tall, green tree in the backyard swayed gently," the complete
subject is "The tall, green tree in the backyard." This entire phrase tells us exactly what the sentence
is discussing, not just the simple subject "tree."

Components of the Complete Subject
The complete subject can include:

Simple subject: The main noun or pronoun.

Modifiers: Adjectives, articles, and descriptive phrases.



Prepositional phrases: Phrases beginning with prepositions that provide additional
information about the subject.

Understanding these components helps identify the full subject and distinguishes it from the simple
subject.

Exploring the Complete Predicate
The complete predicate contains the verb and all the words that describe the verb and complete its
meaning. It tells what the subject does or what happens to the subject. This part of the sentence
provides essential information about the action, state, or condition related to the subject. The
complete predicate includes the simple predicate (the verb) plus any objects, complements, or
modifiers connected to it.

For instance, in the sentence "The tall, green tree in the backyard swayed gently in the wind," the
complete predicate is "swayed gently in the wind." This phrase provides the full action and details
about what the subject is doing.

Elements of the Complete Predicate
The complete predicate may consist of:

Simple predicate: The main verb or verb phrase.

Objects: Direct or indirect objects receiving the action.

Complements: Words that complete the meaning of the verb.

Modifiers: Adverbs or phrases that describe the verb.

Recognizing these elements helps in accurately identifying the entire predicate in a sentence.

Complete Subject and Complete Predicate Examples
Providing examples is an effective way to understand how complete subjects and complete predicates
function together in sentences. Below are various examples illustrating these concepts clearly.

Simple Sentence Examples

Sentence: The quick brown fox jumps over the lazy dog.

Complete Subject: The quick brown fox



Complete Predicate: jumps over the lazy dog

Sentence: My little sister is playing in the garden.

Complete Subject: My little sister

Complete Predicate: is playing in the garden

Complex Sentence Examples

Sentence: The students who studied hard passed the exam with flying colors.

Complete Subject: The students who studied hard

Complete Predicate: passed the exam with flying colors

Sentence: The man wearing a blue jacket bought a new car yesterday.

Complete Subject: The man wearing a blue jacket

Complete Predicate: bought a new car yesterday

Compound Sentence Examples

Sentence: The sun set behind the hills, and the stars appeared in the sky.

Complete Subject 1: The sun

Complete Predicate 1: set behind the hills

Complete Subject 2: the stars

Complete Predicate 2: appeared in the sky

Sentence: My brother cooked dinner, and I cleaned the house.

Complete Subject 1: My brother

Complete Predicate 1: cooked dinner

Complete Subject 2: I

Complete Predicate 2: cleaned the house



Identifying Complete Subjects and Predicates in
Sentences
Identifying complete subjects and predicates requires analyzing each sentence carefully to determine
which words belong to the subject and which belong to the predicate. This skill improves sentence
comprehension and writing clarity.

Step-by-Step Identification Process

Find the verb: Locate the main action or state of being in the sentence.1.

Determine the simple subject: Identify the noun or pronoun performing the action or being2.
described.

Identify modifiers and descriptions: Add descriptive words, phrases, or clauses that modify3.
the simple subject to form the complete subject.

Locate all words related to the verb: Include objects, complements, and modifiers to form4.
the complete predicate.

Practice Examples for Identification

Example: The old library on Main Street was closed for renovations.

Complete Subject: The old library on Main Street

Complete Predicate: was closed for renovations

Example: Several students in the class answered the difficult questions correctly.

Complete Subject: Several students in the class

Complete Predicate: answered the difficult questions correctly

Common Mistakes and Tips for Correct Usage
Misidentifying the complete subject or predicate can lead to confusion and grammatical errors.
Common mistakes include confusing the simple subject with the complete subject or omitting
important modifiers. Understanding the full scope of these components is essential for accurate



sentence analysis.

Common Mistakes

Confusing the simple subject with the complete subject and ignoring modifiers.

Including parts of the predicate as part of the subject mistakenly.

Overlooking objects or complements that belong to the complete predicate.

Failing to recognize prepositional phrases that modify the subject or predicate.

Tips for Accurate Identification

Always locate the verb first to separate subject and predicate elements clearly.

Look for descriptive words and phrases around the noun to find the complete subject.

Include all words that describe or complete the verb action in the predicate.

Practice with varied sentence structures to build confidence.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a complete subject in a sentence?
A complete subject includes the main noun or pronoun along with all the words that modify or
describe it in a sentence.

Can you give an example of a complete subject?
In the sentence 'The quick brown fox jumps over the lazy dog,' the complete subject is 'The quick
brown fox.'

What is a complete predicate in a sentence?
A complete predicate includes the verb and all the words that tell what the subject does or is,
providing complete information about the action or state.



Can you provide an example of a complete predicate?
In the sentence 'The children are playing in the park,' the complete predicate is 'are playing in the
park.'

How do complete subject and complete predicate work
together in a sentence?
The complete subject tells us who or what the sentence is about, while the complete predicate tells us
what the subject does or is. Together, they form a complete thought.

Why is it important to identify complete subjects and
predicates in sentences?
Identifying complete subjects and predicates helps in understanding sentence structure, improving
grammar skills, and constructing clear and complete sentences.

Additional Resources
1. Mastering Grammar: Understanding Complete Subjects and Predicates
This comprehensive guide breaks down the fundamental components of sentence structure, focusing
on complete subjects and predicates. It provides clear definitions, detailed examples, and practice
exercises to help learners recognize and construct well-formed sentences. Ideal for students and
educators aiming to strengthen grammar skills.

2. Sentence Structure Essentials: Complete Subjects and Predicates Explained
Designed for both beginners and intermediate learners, this book offers an in-depth look at how
complete subjects and predicates work within sentences. It includes numerous examples, quizzes,
and tips to improve writing clarity and grammatical accuracy. The step-by-step approach makes
complex concepts accessible.

3. The Grammar Toolkit: Complete Subject and Predicate Examples for Writers
Tailored for writers and language enthusiasts, this book explores the roles of complete subjects and
predicates in crafting effective sentences. It features annotated examples from literature and
everyday writing, helping readers apply grammar rules practically. Exercises encourage active
learning and mastery.

4. Building Strong Sentences: A Guide to Complete Subjects and Predicates
This instructional book emphasizes the importance of sentence components in communication. It
presents a variety of sentence types with highlighted complete subjects and predicates, aiding
readers in identifying and using them correctly. The practical exercises enhance understanding
through hands-on practice.

5. Grammar Made Simple: Complete Subjects and Predicates for Students
Aimed at young learners and ESL students, this book simplifies the concepts of complete subjects and
predicates using easy-to-understand language and colorful illustrations. It includes interactive
activities and real-life examples to engage readers and reinforce learning. Perfect for classroom and
home study.



6. Effective Writing Skills: Mastering Complete Subjects and Predicates
Focused on improving writing proficiency, this book teaches how recognizing complete subjects and
predicates can elevate sentence construction. It covers common mistakes and provides strategies to
avoid them, making writing more coherent and polished. Useful for high school and college students.

7. English Grammar Fundamentals: Complete Subject and Predicate Practice
This workbook offers extensive practice exercises centered on identifying and using complete
subjects and predicates correctly. Each chapter includes explanations followed by drills, helping
learners build confidence and accuracy. Suitable for self-study or supplementary classroom material.

8. Clear Communication: The Role of Complete Subjects and Predicates in Sentences
Exploring the connection between grammar and effective communication, this book highlights how
complete subjects and predicates contribute to clear messaging. It provides examples from various
communication contexts and emphasizes practical application. Ideal for professionals and students
alike.

9. The Sentence Builder’s Handbook: Complete Subject and Predicate Examples
A practical resource for anyone looking to enhance sentence construction skills, this handbook offers
a wealth of examples and exercises focused on complete subjects and predicates. It encourages
analytical thinking about sentence components to improve both writing and editing abilities. A must-
have for writers and language learners.
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