
congress in flash answers
congress in flash answers provides a concise and efficient way to understand the
complex structure, functions, and processes of the United States Congress. This article
offers a detailed overview aimed at students, educators, and anyone seeking quick yet
comprehensive information about Congress. It covers the composition of Congress,
legislative procedures, powers and responsibilities, and significant historical facts. The
content is designed to optimize learning and retention by breaking down essential
concepts into digestible flash-style answers. Additionally, semantic variations such as
"legislative branch," "bicameral legislature," and "Congressional powers" are incorporated
to enrich the explanation and enhance SEO performance. Below is a clear table of
contents that guides readers through the key topics related to Congress in flash answers.
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Overview of the United States Congress
The United States Congress is the federal government's legislative branch, responsible for
making laws and overseeing the executive branch. It operates within a system of checks
and balances established by the U.S. Constitution to ensure no single branch gains
excessive power. Congress is bicameral, consisting of two chambers: the Senate and the
House of Representatives. This structure was created to balance the interests of states
with large and small populations. Understanding Congress is critical to grasping how
American democracy functions, as it shapes national policy and represents the interests of
the American people.

Structure and Composition of Congress
Congress is divided into two chambers, each with distinct roles, membership
requirements, and term lengths. These differences reflect the framers’ intention to
balance representation by population and equal state representation.



The Senate
The Senate consists of 100 members, with each state represented by two senators
regardless of population size. Senators serve six-year terms, with approximately one-third
of the Senate seats up for election every two years. The Senate has unique powers,
including ratifying treaties and confirming presidential appointments such as Supreme
Court justices and cabinet members.

The House of Representatives
The House has 435 voting members, apportioned based on state population.
Representatives serve two-year terms, ensuring that the body remains closely connected
to the electorate’s current views. The House initiates revenue bills and has the exclusive
authority to impeach federal officials.

Membership Requirements
Each chamber has specific eligibility criteria for its members:

Senators: Must be at least 30 years old, have been a U.S. citizen for nine years, and
reside in the state they represent.

Representatives: Must be at least 25 years old, have been a U.S. citizen for seven
years, and live in the state they represent.

Legislative Process in Congress
The legislative process in Congress is a systematic method through which bills become
laws. It involves multiple stages designed to ensure thorough consideration and debate.

Introduction of Legislation
Any member of Congress can introduce a bill. Bills may address a wide range of issues,
from budgetary allocations to social policies. The bill is assigned a number and referred to
the appropriate committee for study.

Committee Review and Markup
Committees specialize in particular policy areas and play a crucial role in shaping
legislation. They conduct hearings, gather information, and may amend the bill during the
markup session. Most bills do not advance beyond this stage.



Floor Debate and Voting
If a committee approves a bill, it goes to the chamber floor for debate. Members discuss
the bill’s merits and propose further amendments. Voting follows, requiring a majority to
pass the bill in each chamber.

Conference Committee and Final Approval
When both chambers pass different versions of a bill, a conference committee composed of
members from both houses reconciles the differences. The final version returns to
Congress for approval before being sent to the president.

Presidential Action
The president can sign the bill into law or veto it. Congress can override a veto with a two-
thirds majority vote in both chambers, making the bill law despite presidential opposition.

Powers and Functions of Congress
Congress holds significant powers granted by the Constitution to legislate and oversee the
federal government. These powers are divided into enumerated, implied, and non-
legislative functions.

Enumerated Powers
Explicitly listed in Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution, enumerated powers include:

Levying and collecting taxes

Borrowing money on the credit of the United States

Regulating commerce with foreign nations and among states

Declaring war and raising an army and navy

Coining money and establishing standards of weights and measures

Implied Powers
Derived from the Necessary and Proper Clause, implied powers allow Congress to enact
laws essential to executing its enumerated powers. This flexibility enables Congress to
adapt to changing circumstances and address issues not explicitly mentioned in the
Constitution.



Non-Legislative Powers
Beyond lawmaking, Congress has several non-legislative responsibilities, including:

Impeachment and removal of federal officials

Approving presidential appointments and treaties (Senate)

Conducting investigations and oversight of the executive branch

Proposing constitutional amendments

Historical Milestones of Congress
Congress has played a pivotal role in shaping American history through landmark
legislation and critical decisions. Recognizing key milestones provides context for its
evolving role.

The Great Compromise
At the Constitutional Convention of 1787, the Great Compromise established the
bicameral Congress, balancing representation between populous and smaller states. This
foundational agreement remains central to the legislative branch’s structure.

The Civil Rights Act of 1964
One of the most significant pieces of civil rights legislation, this act outlawed
discrimination based on race, color, religion, sex, or national origin. Passed by Congress, it
marked a transformative step in American social policy.

War Powers Resolution of 1973
This resolution aimed to limit the president’s ability to commit U.S. forces to armed
conflict without Congressional approval, reinforcing Congress’s constitutional authority
over war declarations.

Recent Legislative Actions
Congress continues to address contemporary issues such as healthcare reform, economic
stimulus measures, and national security. Its actions reflect ongoing efforts to respond to
the needs and challenges of the nation.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary function of the United States
Congress?
The primary function of the United States Congress is to make federal laws by drafting,
debating, and passing legislation.

How is the United States Congress structured?
The United States Congress is bicameral, consisting of two chambers: the Senate and the
House of Representatives.

How many members are there in the House of
Representatives?
The House of Representatives has 435 voting members, apportioned based on state
populations.

What is the role of the Senate in Congress?
The Senate reviews and votes on legislation passed by the House, confirms presidential
appointments, and ratifies treaties.

How long is a term for a member of the House of
Representatives?
Members of the House of Representatives serve two-year terms.

What are the qualifications to be a member of the
Senate?
A Senate candidate must be at least 30 years old, have been a U.S. citizen for nine years,
and reside in the state they wish to represent.

What powers are unique to Congress compared to other
branches?
Congress has the power to declare war, regulate interstate commerce, control taxing and
spending policies, and impeach federal officials.

Additional Resources
1. Congress: The Electoral Connection



This classic work by David R. Mayhew explores the idea that members of Congress are
primarily motivated by the desire for reelection. Mayhew analyzes congressional behavior
through the lens of electoral incentives, explaining how this shapes legislative actions and
committee work. The book is a foundational text for understanding the personal
motivations behind congressional decision-making.

2. The American Congress
Authored by Steven S. Smith, Jason M. Roberts, and Ryan J. Vander Wielen, this
comprehensive textbook provides an in-depth overview of the structure, functions, and
processes of the U.S. Congress. It covers topics such as representation, lawmaking, and
the internal organization of Congress. The book is well-suited for students seeking a
thorough understanding of legislative politics.

3. The Broken Branch: How Congress Is Failing America and How to Get It Back on Track
Written by Thomas E. Mann and Norman J. Ornstein, this book critically examines the
dysfunctions and challenges facing the modern U.S. Congress. The authors discuss
polarization, partisan gridlock, and institutional decline, proposing reforms to restore
effectiveness and public trust. It offers a sobering yet hopeful look at congressional
reform.

4. Inside Congress: The Shocking Scandals, Corruption, and Abuse of Power
This investigative book delves into various scandals and controversies that have plagued
the U.S. Congress over the years. It highlights cases of corruption, unethical behavior, and
abuses of power among lawmakers. The book provides readers with an eye-opening
perspective on the darker side of legislative politics.

5. Legislative Leviathan: Party Government in the House
Authored by Gary W. Cox and Mathew D. McCubbins, this influential work explores the
role of political parties in the U.S. House of Representatives. The book argues that parties
act as "legislative leviathans," controlling and coordinating members to achieve collective
goals. It is an important resource for understanding party dynamics and legislative
discipline.

6. The Senate Syndrome: The Evolution of Procedural Warfare in the Modern U.S. Senate
By Bruce I. Oppenheimer, this book examines the increasing use of procedural tactics like
the filibuster in the U.S. Senate. Oppenheimer traces the historical development of these
strategies and their impact on Senate operations and policymaking. The book sheds light
on the complexities of Senate procedure and its implications for governance.

7. Congressional Procedures and the Policy Process
Authored by Walter J. Oleszek, this book provides a detailed guide to the rules,
procedures, and practices that shape how Congress operates. It covers the legislative
process, committee systems, and the interplay between Congress and other branches of
government. The text is valuable for students and professionals seeking practical
knowledge of congressional operations.

8. Polarized: Making Sense of a Divided America
While not solely about Congress, this book by James E. Campbell offers crucial insights
into the political polarization that defines modern American politics, including its effects
on congressional behavior. Campbell analyzes how ideological divides affect policymaking,
party strategies, and electoral outcomes. It helps readers understand the broader context



within which Congress functions today.

9. Power Play: The Rise of the American Presidency
By Sidney M. Milkis and Michael Nelson, this book explores the evolving relationship
between Congress and the presidency. It discusses how shifts in power dynamics have
influenced legislative-executive interactions. The text is essential for understanding the
balance of power and the role of Congress within the broader American political system.
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