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crash course #28 american imperialism answer key offers an essential overview of
the key topics and concepts covered in the 28th episode of the popular Crash Course
series, which focuses on American imperialism. This episode examines the period during
the late 19th and early 20th centuries when the United States expanded its influence
beyond its continental borders through political, military, and economic means. The crash
course #28 american imperialism answer key provides a detailed breakdown of significant
events, motivations, and consequences of American imperialism, helping students and
educators alike grasp the complexities of this historical era. This article will explore the
main themes discussed in the episode, including the Spanish-American War, the
acquisition of overseas territories, and the ideological underpinnings that supported
imperial expansion. In addition, it will highlight critical figures and policies that shaped
U.S. foreign relations during this transformative period. By understanding the crash
course #28 american imperialism answer key, readers can better appreciate the lasting
impact of American imperialism on both the United States and the world. The following
table of contents outlines the main sections covered in this article for easy navigation.
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Overview of American Imperialism

American imperialism refers to the period in U.S. history when the nation expanded its
power and influence through colonization, military conquest, and economic dominance
beyond its continental borders. This expansion was motivated by a variety of factors,
including economic interests, strategic considerations, and a belief in American cultural
superiority. The crash course #28 american imperialism answer key highlights the shift
from continental expansion to overseas imperialism following the closing of the American
frontier. During this era, the United States sought to compete with European powers that
had already established vast colonial empires around the world. The period roughly spans
from the 1890s through the early 20th century and is marked by significant military
conflicts, diplomatic maneuvers, and territorial acquisitions.



Historical Context

The late 19th century was a time of rapid industrialization and economic growth in the
United States. As domestic markets became saturated, American businesses looked
abroad for new opportunities. Simultaneously, the rise of social Darwinism and the
concept of the "White Man’s Burden" provided ideological justification for imperialist
policies. The crash course #28 american imperialism answer key explains how these
factors combined to create a national mood that embraced expansionism as both a
practical and moral imperative.

Key Characteristics

American imperialism was characterized by:

e Military interventions and wars in foreign lands

e Acquisition of territories beyond the North American continent

e The establishment of naval bases and coaling stations

e The promotion of American political and economic interests overseas

e Justification through ideologies of racial and cultural superiority

The Spanish-American War

The Spanish-American War stands as a pivotal event in the history of American
imperialism and is a central topic in the crash course #28 american imperialism answer
key. This conflict, fought in 1898, marked the emergence of the United States as a global
power with overseas colonies. The war was sparked by American intervention in Cuba’s
struggle for independence from Spain, fueled by sensationalist journalism and public
outcry over Spanish atrocities.

Causes of the War

Several factors led to the outbreak of the Spanish-American War, including:

e Sympathy for Cuban rebels seeking independence from Spain
e Economic interests tied to Cuban sugar plantations
e The explosion of the USS Maine in Havana Harbor, which was blamed on Spain

¢ Yellow journalism that stirred public opinion in favor of war



The crash course #28 american imperialism answer key describes how these causes
combined to push the United States into a brief but consequential conflict.

Outcomes and Consequences

The war resulted in a decisive American victory and significant territorial gains. Under the
Treaty of Paris (1898), Spain ceded control of Puerto Rico, Guam, and the Philippines to
the United States. Additionally, Cuba gained nominal independence but remained under
strong American influence. These outcomes marked the beginning of America’s formal
overseas empire and heightened its involvement in global affairs.

Territorial Acquisitions and Expansion

Following the Spanish-American War, the United States expanded its territorial holdings
significantly. The crash course #28 american imperialism answer key details the nature
and implications of these acquisitions, which included islands and territories far beyond
the continental United States.

Major Acquisitions

The key territories acquired or controlled during this period include:

1. Philippines: Purchased from Spain, the Philippines became a major site of American
colonial administration and conflict, including the Philippine-American War.

2. Puerto Rico: An unincorporated territory of the United States that remains so today,
serving strategic and economic purposes.

3. Guam: A Pacific island used primarily as a naval base and coaling station.

4. Hawaii: Annexed in 1898, Hawaii was a vital strategic location in the Pacific,
important for military and economic reasons.

Strategic Importance

These acquisitions allowed the United States to project power across the Atlantic and
Pacific Oceans, securing naval bases and trade routes essential for maintaining global
influence. The crash course #28 american imperialism answer key underscores how these
strategic considerations were integral to American foreign policy during this era.



Ideologies and Motivations Behind Imperialism

A variety of ideological and practical motivations drove American imperialism at the turn
of the 20th century. The crash course #28 american imperialism answer key explores
these motivations in depth, revealing the complex interplay between economic interests,
racial attitudes, and national identity.

Economic Motivations

Economic expansion was a primary driver of imperialism. American industrialists and
businessmen sought new markets to sell goods and access to raw materials. Overseas
territories offered both consumers and sources of raw materials vital for sustaining
industrial growth.

Racial and Cultural Justifications

Ideas such as Social Darwinism and the "White Man’s Burden" were commonly invoked to
rationalize imperialism. Many Americans believed it was their duty to civilize and
Christianize "lesser" peoples, which provided a moral veneer to expansionist policies.

Strategic and Military Interests

Naval strategist Alfred Thayer Mahan’s theories on sea power influenced policymakers to
build a strong navy and acquire overseas bases. This would ensure American security and
global influence in an increasingly competitive international environment.

Key Figures and Policies

The era of American imperialism saw the rise of influential leaders and policies that
shaped the nation’s expansionist agenda. The crash course #28 american imperialism
answer key highlights several key personalities and legislative acts pivotal to this process.

Important Leaders

¢ President William McKinley: Led the nation during the Spanish-American War and
oversaw the initial phase of overseas expansion.

e Theodore Roosevelt: A prominent advocate of imperialism, Roosevelt championed
the construction of the Panama Canal and the Roosevelt Corollary to the Monroe
Doctrine.

e Alfred Thayer Mahan: Naval officer and author whose ideas on sea power
influenced U.S. naval strategy and imperialist ambitions.



Significant Policies

Key policies enacted during this period included:

e Platt Amendment: Limited Cuban sovereignty and allowed U.S. intervention in
Cuban affairs.

e Open Door Policy: Aimed to ensure equal trading rights in China and prevent
European domination.

* Roosevelt Corollary: Asserted the United States’ right to intervene in Latin America
to maintain stability and order.

Impact and Legacy of American Imperialism

The effects of American imperialism continue to influence both U.S. foreign policy and
global relations. The crash course #28 american imperialism answer key examines these
long-term impacts, emphasizing how this period laid the groundwork for the United
States’ emergence as a world power.

Global Influence

American territorial acquisitions and increased military presence extended the country’s
influence across the Pacific and Caribbean regions. This expansion allowed the U.S. to
participate more directly in international affairs and set the stage for future global
engagement.

Domestic Repercussions

Imperialism sparked significant debate within the United States, with anti-imperialist
groups opposing overseas expansion on moral, political, and economic grounds. The
period also raised questions about the meaning of American democracy and the rights of
colonial subjects.

Continued Relevance

The legacy of American imperialism is evident today in ongoing debates about U.S.
military bases abroad, foreign interventions, and the political status of territories such as
Puerto Rico. Understanding the crash course #28 american imperialism answer key helps
contextualize these contemporary issues within their historical roots.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of Crash Course #28 on
American Imperialism?

Crash Course #28 focuses on the era of American Imperialism, examining how and why
the United States expanded its influence overseas in the late 19th and early 20th
centuries.

What were some key territories acquired by the U.S.
during the period covered in Crash Course #28?

Key territories acquired included Puerto Rico, Guam, the Philippines, and Hawaii.

What role did the Spanish-American War play in
American Imperialism according to Crash Course #28?

The Spanish-American War was pivotal, resulting in the U.S. defeating Spain and
acquiring several overseas territories, marking the emergence of the U.S. as a global
imperial power.

How did economic interests drive American Imperialism
in Crash Course #28?

Economic interests such as access to new markets, raw materials, and strategic naval
bases motivated the U.S. to expand its influence internationally.

What was the significance of the Open Door Policy
discussed in Crash Course #28?

The Open Door Policy aimed to ensure equal trading rights for all nations in China and to
prevent any single power from monopolizing Chinese markets.

How did the concept of Social Darwinism influence
American Imperialism in Crash Course #287?

Social Darwinism was used to justify imperialism by promoting the idea that stronger
nations were destined to dominate weaker ones for the advancement of civilization.

What was the role of Theodore Roosevelt in American
Imperialism according to Crash Course #287?

Theodore Roosevelt played a significant role by advocating for an assertive foreign policy,
exemplified by the Roosevelt Corollary and the construction of the Panama Canal.



How did American Imperialism affect the indigenous
populations of acquired territories as explained in Crash
Course #287?

Indigenous populations often faced cultural suppression, loss of sovereignty, and economic
exploitation under American rule.

What were some domestic arguments against American
Imperialism mentioned in Crash Course #287?

Opponents argued that imperialism contradicted American democratic values, risked
entangling the U.S. in foreign conflicts, and was morally wrong to subjugate other
peoples.

Additional Resources

1. American Imperialism: A Global History

This book provides a comprehensive overview of American imperialism from the late 19th
century through the 20th century. It explores the motivations behind U.S. expansion,
including economic interests, military strategy, and cultural justifications. The text also
examines key events such as the Spanish-American War and the annexation of territories
like the Philippines and Puerto Rico.

2. The Spanish-American War and American Expansion

Focusing specifically on the pivotal 1898 conflict, this book details the causes, battles, and
consequences of the Spanish-American War. It highlights how this war marked the United
States’ emergence as a global power and led to the acquisition of overseas territories. The
narrative also considers the domestic debates about imperialism that followed.

3. Empire by Invitation: The United States and the Philippines

This book analyzes the complex relationship between the United States and the
Philippines during and after the period of American imperialism. It discusses the
Philippine-American War, the challenges of colonial governance, and the varied responses
of Filipinos to American rule. The author offers insights into how imperialism shaped both
nations’ histories.

4. Roots of American Imperialism: Economic and Political Factors

Examining the underlying causes of American imperialism, this book delves into the
economic motivations such as access to new markets and resources. It also addresses
political factors, including the desire for military bases and national prestige. The work
provides a nuanced understanding of why the U.S. pursued imperial ambitions at the turn
of the century.

5. Voices of Anti-Imperialism: Opposition to American Expansion

This collection highlights the perspectives of Americans who opposed imperialism,
including prominent figures like Mark Twain and Andrew Carnegie. It explores the moral,
political, and economic arguments against expansion and colonial rule. The book sheds
light on the domestic controversies and debates sparked by imperialist policies.



6. Theodore Roosevelt and the Age of American Imperialism

This biography centers on Theodore Roosevelt’s role in promoting and executing American
imperialist policies. It covers his involvement in the Spanish-American War, the
construction of the Panama Canal, and his "Big Stick" diplomacy. The book illustrates how
Roosevelt’s leadership helped shape the United States’ imperial identity.

7. American Imperialism and Its Impact on Latin America

This text examines the effects of U.S. expansionism in Latin America, including
interventions in Cuba, Panama, and Nicaragua. It discusses the political and economic
consequences for the region and the legacy of American influence. The book also critiques
the ethical implications of U.S. policies in its southern neighbors.

8. From Isolation to Empire: The Transformation of American Foreign Policy

Tracing the shift in U.S. foreign policy from isolationism to active imperialism, this book
explains the changing attitudes in American society and government. It covers key
diplomatic events and the role of ideology in justifying expansion. Readers gain insight
into how the U.S. positioned itself as a world power.

9. Imperialism in the Classroom: Teaching the History of American Expansion

Designed for educators, this book offers strategies and resources for teaching the complex
history of American imperialism. It includes lesson plans, primary source analysis, and
discussion questions related to events like the Spanish-American War and the Philippine-
American conflict. The book aims to foster critical thinking about imperialism’s legacy.
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